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Liturgical Calendar — December 2004 

FEASTDAY DATE CLASS
Weds 1st 
Thurs 2nd

Feria- V
St. Bibiana, V, M - R
First Friday / (Comm, of Feria) - V
First Saturday/ St. Peter Chrysologus, B, C, D - W
Second Sunday of Advent - V
St. Nicholas, B, C - W 
St. Ambrose, B, C, D - W
FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - W 
Feria-V
Feria - V (Comm of St Melchiades, P, M)
St. Damasus, P, C - W

Third Sunday of Advent - Rose, (gaucfete Sunday 
St. Lucy, V, M - R 
Feria - V
EMBER WEDNESDAY - V 
St. Eusebius, B, M - R 
EMBER FRIDAY-V 
EMBER SATURDAY - V
Fourth Sunday of Advent - V 
Feria - V
St. Thomas, Apostle - R 
Feria-V 
Feria - V
VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY - V 
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD- W

Holy Day of Obligation

III
III

3 rdFri III
Sat 4*
Sun S01 
Mon 6th 
Tues 7th 
Weds 8th 
Thurs 9th 
Fri 10,h 
Sat 11th

Sun la* 
Mon 13* 
Tues 14th 
Weds 15* 
Thurs 16 
Fri 17th 
Sat 18th
Sun 19th 
Mon 20th 
Tues 21st 
Weds 22nd 
Thurs 23rd 
Fri 24th 
Sat 25th

III
I
in
hi
i
in
m
hi
i
hi
m
ii

th m
ii
ii
i
m
ii
m
m
i

i
Sun 26th Sunday in the Octave of Christmas - W

(St. Stephen, Proto Martyr - R) II
Mon 27th 
Tues 28th 
Weds 29th
England & Wales: ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY - R 
Thurs 30th Day Within the Octave of Christmas-W 
Fri 31st Day Within the Octave of Christmas - W

IISt. John, Apostle - W
The Holy Innocents, M - R
Day Within the Octave of Christmas - W

n
n
II
II

* * * *** ♦**

Code: P = Pope, B = Bishop; M = Martyr; A = Abbot; C = Confessor;
D = Doctor; V = Virgin
Liturgical Colour (denoted by letter after dash): R = Red; W — White; V = Violet; 
G = Green; B = Black.
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LETTER FROM THE DISTRICT SUPERIOR

My dear brethren,

Archbishop Lefebvre would often refer to 
the book What is Liberalism, written in 
1886 by a Spanish priest, Felix Sarda y 
Salvany, because of its relevance to the 
situation today. The author emphasises the 
condemnations of Liberalism as made by 
Pope Pius IX and shows how Catholics 

themselves become infected by this ‘deadly 
heresy.’

‘The Liberal is a fanatic for independence,’ wrote the 
Archbishop, ‘he extols it to the point of absurdity in every 
domain.’ Independence from God, from Truth, from Tradi
tion, from the moral law, from authority, from common 
sense, from man’s nature, from reality . . . ‘There are often 
those,’ continues the Archbishop in They have uncrowned 
Him, ‘who do not realise the depth of the penetration of Lib
eralism in all of society, in all of our families.’

So it is that we do well to recall the causes of Liberal
ism as outlined by the Reverend Sarda y Salvani if we are to 
remain vigilant against this ‘living lion who goes about 
seeking whom he may devour.’

Firstly, our author gives three reasons why Catholics 
fall into Liberalism:

- a natural desire of independence and an easy life
- the desire of advancement in life and public favour
- avarice or the love of money.
Then he goes on to examine the permanent cause of 

Liberalism and how it is constantly spread around us like a
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network or a spider’s web.
1/ The corruption of morals. Liberalism propagates im

morality, impurity and obscenity via entertainments and 
reading materials. Such is the consequence of free thought, 
for he who thinks what he pleases will do what he pleases!

2/ Journalism. The ever-present influence of the media is 
incalculable. In spite of themselves people are forced to live 
in a liberal atmosphere. ‘Commerce, the arts, literature, sci
ence, politics, domestic and foreign news, all reach us in 
some way through Liberal channels, and come clothed in a 
Liberal dress.’ [Such is the main objection to the television, 
which home-delivers every liberal error into the heart of our 
families.]

3/ General ignorance in matters of religion. The Church 
alone is able to lay bare the imposture of Liberalism. Hence 
for the past (two) hundred years it has striven to paralyse the 
action of the Church, to render her mute, to destroy the reli
gious life, to place every hindrance in the way of Catholic 
teaching, to cut her off from the faithful through prejudice 
and calumny. Liberalism inculcates Naturalism everywhere, 
which is the denial of the supernatural.

4/ Secular education. This is the most successful and per
nicious propagator of Liberalism. To gain the child is to se
cure the man. ‘To educate a generation apart from God and 
the Church is to feed the fires of Liberalism to repletion.’ 
When the denial of the supernatural is instilled into the heart 
of the child, the soil of the supernatural becomes sterilised.’ 
Liberalism has realised the terrific powers of education and 
with satanic energy is now striving the world over for the 
possession of the child. [...] In its efforts to slay Christ it de
crees the slaughter of the innocents.’
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2/ By furthering the circulation of Catholic literature. 
In addition to reading good newspapers, magazines and 
periodicals, Catholics should also pass them to others - 
not least the young - with explanations and comments, 
encouraging them to subscribe, showing the merits and 
value. ‘The Holy Father has said, “a Catholic paper is a 
perpetual mission in every parish.”’

3/ By supporting the Catholic school in word and in 
deed. ‘Be the support of the school a burden, be it built 
and perpetuated at a great sacrifice, its value is beyond 
estimation, the burden and the sacrifice are little in com
parison with the good that arises from the Catholic 
school. [...] Too much time or too much care cannot be 
given to it, for Catholic education amidst the deluge of 
Liberalism, which has overwhelmed the world, is the ark 
of salvation.’

At the beginning of this new liturgical year I sin
cerely hope that these lines help to place in context the 
anti-Liberal stance of the Society of Saint Pius X and our 
obligation of taking seriously the practical means to 
withstand Liberalism. Also, and on a very practical note, 
I would invite the faithful to remember St. Michael’s 
School this Christmas in their generosity, because whilst 
the struggle against liberal tenets continues here, so does 
the financial commitment which is presently un
sustainable! Please send your anti-liberal donations both 
large and small to: The Reverend Frank Kurtz, Headmas
ter, St. Michael’s School, Harts Lane, Burghclere, RG20 

9JW.
*************************
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Our special congratulations go to Father Michael Crowdy 
who celebrated his 90th birthday on the 21st November 2004 at 
St. Saviour’s House, Bristol! Notwithstanding his advanced 
years, Fr Crowdy continues to help out with the Sunday 
Masses in different locations, sometimes even on his motor 
scooter!

Subsequent to the announcement in a previous newsletter 
that Father Alan Rolph would be leaving Sheppey to take up 
residence at St. Saviour’s, I have now to announce instead 
that he will be joining his family in Derbyshire for a time for 
health reasons. We pray that he recuperates soon so as to be 
able continue working with the Society on the English mission.

Sister Mary Charbel and Sister Mary Joseph however will 
move to Bristol as planned in the next couple of weeks and we 
wish them every blessing in their new home.

The latest issue of the District magazine, Mater Dei, is 
due out now and has for theme ‘the Catholic Family.’

May I refer you to the Servers’ comer page elsewhere in 
this newsletter for directives to follow at High Mass? It is of 
course true whereas there exist definite rules for those in choir 
(in the sanctuary); such is not the case for the laity. Also, differ
ent countries have their legitimate customs and established 
practices, which deserve respect. However, the mles as given 
here are based upon the liturgical norms and should help to fos
ter a certain harmony in the different chapels and churches.

In an effort to keep Advent as intended by the Church as a 
time of joy, in expectation of the Nativity, but also a season of 
mourning and penance, in expectation of judgement on the Last 
Day, it is becoming to adopt a particular devotion or resolution. 
In this regard, please consult the year planner for dates of re
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treats, days of recollection and adoration this December. For 
the benefit of children it is beneficial to make use of the 
various Advent practices. One custom, which originated in 
France, but subsequently spread to other countries, is called 
preparing the manger. It consists in having children prepare 
the straw of the manger in the empty stable by using little 
wisps of straw or strands of paper (a different colour per 
child) as tokens of prayers and good works. Every night the 
children place in the manger one token for each act of devo
tion or virtue performed. Thus the Christ-Child, coming on 
Christmas Day, is meant to find an ample supply of bedding 
to soften the hardness of the manger’s boards. “Amen I say 
to you, unless you be converted, and become as little chil
dren you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 
18,14).

Wishing you all (in advance) a very happy and holy 
Christmas,

Father Paul Morgan 
District Superior

Christmas cards are now on 

SALE FOR £3-50 PER PACK OF TEN 

IN SUPPORT OF THE SOCIETY
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PRAYER

Prayer underpins the Catholic home. We ensure that 
there is sufficient time for prayer, linking it to activities not 
easily forgotten such as waking, eating and sleeping. All 
Catholic homes begin their day with a morning offering, 
with all members present when possible. No mealtime 
passes without grace before and after meals. The Angelus is 
said at the appropriate times and the family Rosary is recited 
without fail. Night prayers are said with the children, in
cluding an examination of conscience as soon as they are 
able. This bare minimum does not suffice the Catholic fam
ily. They respond to Church observance with fasting, absti
nence or feasting as appropriate. They mark the different re
ligious seasons with practices such as the Way of the Cross, 
litanies and processions. Each daily act within the family 
may become a prayer.
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Bishop Rifan’s con-celebration - September 8, 2004 at 
Aparecida in Brazil

The following is a summary on an article that appeared 
in DICI (Documentation Information Catholiques Interna
tionale [6/11/2004])

It is beyond doubt, Bishop Rifan did take active 
part in the New Mass.

I (the commentator for DICI) watched the 3-hour 
videotape. This Mass was of the most modem and of an 
extreme liturgical poverty in spite of the presence of the 
cardinal representing the Pope. Cardinal de Araujo Sales

j^^^Hwas [...] often hesitating, not 
guessing what one or the other 
of the assistant priests or bish- 

110PS or t^e acolytes would be 

i)doing next. The miraculous 
statue was brought at the begin- 

"J lli’ffi' ning of the ceremony in a spec- 

tacular procession recalling 
.flgt«two*ofmoGoip«icjnittiinti»A** how 3 fishermen iTiiracu 1 ous 1 y

drew in this little 36 cm-high 
statue in 1717. A beautiful procession indeed, but not suited 
to a church. Imagine a boat with three fishermen coming up the 
aisle all the way to the sanctuary... One of the fishermen then 
placed the statue on its pedestal after having shown it to the 
different rows of the faithful... each time to the general 
clapping of hands.

When it was time for the epistle, the governor of Sao 
Paulo, (center-right politically), came forward to read it.
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For the crowning of the statue, a woman - seated next 
to the bishops in the sanctuary during the ceremony - 
fetched the statue and presented it to the cardinal to be 
crowned. Once the statue was crowned, she presented it sev
eral times to the clergy and the faithful who were warmly 
applauding, while confetti was raining down on the heads of 
the cardinal and the bishops in the sanctuary.

At the offertory, two young acolytes came to pour the 
wine to be consecrated into the chalices as casually as if they 
were pouring themselves a glass of water.

The words of consecration pronounced aloud by Cardi
nal de Araujo Sales were, of course, those saying: “...shed 
for you and for all.” The Eucharistic prayer n° 2 had been 
chosen by the bishop.

Then one could see Bishop Rifan joining the bish
ops' procession to communi
cate at the altar. As for the

^■communion of the faithful, no 
priest or bishop was seen dis
tributing it. However, at least

com-

<'■

m ,• . j i three women were givingV

In tha toft hand comtr, Blahop Rifin 
In tha procassion for Holy Comm union

munion... and we saw priests (maybe 
even bishops) receiving communion 
from one of them!

I i V _/
Woman giving communion to a prtost
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Immediately after the Post Communion, Petrus 
Ananias, minister for social development (Marxist Work
ers’ Party) representing Mr. Lula, president of the Repub
lic, began some kind of sermon-discourse from the very 
sanctuary. All the bishops sat there without flinching! He 
praised the ecumenical trend of his party, made reference to 
Jacques Maritain and stated that democracy had evangelical 
roots, that Our Lady of Aparecida was in solidarity with 
the movement of liberation and emancipation, and that she 
was a figure even more human than the Virgin of the Gospels

because she was 
black... and so 
on, and so forth!

There seems 
to be marked 
uneasiness 
Campos on this 
subject because 
today a priest 
from Rio who 
asked about this 

Bishop Rtf an during the concfrlfebration con-celebration
to a priest from

Campos received as answer that it was not a con-celebration 
but a bishops' meeting at the shrine of Our Lady of Apare
cida.

in

It is difficult not to speak of lie!
Indeed, CNBB, the Brazilian National Conference 

of Bishops, announced the following on its website on Sep- 

sf/Q/na1’ ^ (translation from original Spanish) ‘Today, 
’ at 9.00 am, at the national shrine, solemn Eucha
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ristic con-celebration presided by the special envoy of the 
Pope, Dom Eugenio de Araujo Sales, and concelebrated by 
the Apostolic Nuncio, Dom Lorenzo Baldisseri, by the 
Archbishop of Aparecida, the cardinals, bishops and 
priests.’

What remains of the booklet published by the priests of 
Campos: “62 Reasons why In Conscience, We Cannot At
tend the New Mass.”?

Fr Joel Danjou, Prior in Santa Maria, Brazil
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Saint Michael’s School Chronicle

The main house at Burghclere is 130 years old this year, a fact 
attested by a small stone inscription surmounting the main entrance. It 
reads: “Nisi Dominus In vanum A.D. 1875”. This pious reminder of 
Psalm 126 owes its existence to the house having originally been built as 
Burghclere Rectory. No act of ecumenical imagination is required to 
judge its applicability to our lives at St. Michael’s since, “Unless the 
Lord build a house, those who build will labour in vain” (“Nisi Dominus 
aedificaverit domum, in vanum laboraverunt qui aedificant eum”) Ac
cordingly, the heart of our School is the chapel, where the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass is offered each day, the Divine Office recited and the Rosary 
prayed. This term, the liturgical life of the School has been enhanced by 
almost weekly High or Sung Masses, generally celebrated on the most 
important feast of the week.

Building in a more literal sense, has been very evident over the 
past two months. The new classrooms, dormitories and refectories are 
already in use, and a delightful library is being patiently installed and 
classified. The new kitchens will be ready for use on 27th November, 
dispensing with existing “meals on wheels” arrangement.

On 6th November, there was another Saturday work day, during 
which parents, friends, and pupils worked tirelessly on the multiplicity 
of tasks required to create real order following the unavoidable disrup
tions of an ambitious building project. The day actually achieved more 
than was anticipated. Once again, grateful thanks are extended to all 
concerned. The day concluded with a dinner and bonfire party, the near
ness of Guy Fawkes was purely coincidental!

Some of our most senior pupils studying English Literature saw a 
performance of Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night” at the Yvonne Amaud 
Theatre in Guilford. This proved to be a refreshingly traditional interpre
tation of the Bard’s most affectionate and enduringly witty comedy. Hats 
off to the English Touring Theatre for “daring” to use Jacobean costume, 
giving sense to the lines, and making the afternoon, to quote Jane Aus
ten, “Perfect, in being much too short.” It was enormously enjoyed by 
everyone.

A party of pupils studying GCSE Geography visited Hurst Spit
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on the Hampshire coast to examine coastal problems and their solu
tions. A boat trip across the salt marshes to Hurst Castle was also in
cluded. Hurst Castle was built by Henry VIII in anticipation of an inva
sion by the Catholic powers (France and Spain) and was a place of im
prisonment for Charles I and Father Paul Atkinson - the latter remained 
there for thirty years.

Last, but by no means least, a group of our boys was taken to 
Twickenham where they witnessed an English Rugby team convinc
ingly defeat the Canadians by seventy points to nil!

St Michael’s School Dates 

Michaelmas Term:
Monday 20th September - Saturday 18th December 2004

Feast of Immaculate 
Conception Wednesday 8th Dec.

07:00 Solemn High Mass and All day 
Exposition 

18:15 Benediction
Friday 17th Dec.

Christmas Activities Saturday 18th Dec.
10:00 Sung Mass
12:30 Nativity Play and awarding of Examination Certificates 

in Village Hall
14:00 Christmas Fete in Gymnasium 
16:30 Christmas Draw

End of Term

Lent Term:
Tuesday 4th January - Friday 18th March 2005

Parent/Teacher Meeting: 16.00 Sunday 23rd January 2005
(FOR ALL PARENTS)

Exeat Weekend: Friday 21st January - Sunday 23rd January 2005 
Half-Term:
Exeat Weekend: Friday 4th March - Sunday 6th March 2004

Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February 2005
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St. Michael’s
School

Work Days’ Photo 
Journal

Pictured over - Sisters Marie-Elizabeth
and Christine-Marie ensuring that the 
smaller children were kept fully occu
pied. One of the older Seeber girls is 
giving a helping hand in the top photo
graph.

Pictured on this page 
some of the tasks covered 
over the recent work days 
at the School. Not shown 
were the ‘army’ of clean
ers and ground clearers. 
However, all were able to 
enjoy a reviving ‘cuppa!’

Page 16



Page 17



YEAR PLANNER 2004/2005

Dec 4th: Day of Recollection for Advent: Preston [see Page 23] 
13th - 18th: Men’s Ignatian Retreat: Bristol 
18th: Third Order Day of Recollection: Woking 
18th: Christmas activities at: Burghclere: [see Page 15]
24th: Day of Adoration: Bristol
Ignatian Retreats: dates to be advised: Bristol

Jan 6th: 9am - High Mass for Epiphany: Burghclere 
17th - 22nd: Women’s Ignatian Retreat: Bristol

Feb 7th - 12th: Carmelite Retreat: Bristol [see amendment Page 2] 
14th- 19th : Priests’ Retreat: Bristol

July 29th - 31st: Canterbury Pilgrimage (details to follow)

Sept 3rd: Walsingham Pilgrimage (details to follow)

N.B. Priests’ day of recollection each 2nd Thursday of month at 
St. George’s
Priests’ day of recollection each 2nd Tuesday of month at 
Preston
League of Christ the King meeting each 2nd Saturday at St 
Joseph’s

*** *** ***

SSPX
International Pilgrimage to Fatima

In reparation for the blasphemies and sacrileges committed there in the name 
of ecumenism:

- Saturday 20th August 2005: arrival of pilgrims and various
Conferences.

- Sunday 21st August 2005: Pontifical Mass in the morning; Way
of the Cross in the afternoon.

- Monday 22nd August 2005: procession to the Capeihina and
ceremony of reparation.

Further details will follow in future editions of the Society’s Newsletter.
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Rules for the laity assisting at High Mass: 
Generally the faithful STAND for the li

turgical chants in which they participate - 
being assimilated to the schola cantorum or 
choir - in practice when singing the Com
mon of the Mass, and when the celebrant 
sings the prayers of Mass. They SIT from 
the Epistle until the Gospel, and at the Of
fertory. At other times they KNEEL unless 
incensed when they would STAND.

1/ The faithful STAND when the priest and 
servers enter in procession, and remain stand
ing during the ASPERGES, then KNEEL 
when Mass begins.
2/ They STAND for the singing of the KYRIE 
and the GLORIA. If the Celebrant sits after 

having recited the GLORIA, the faithful may do so also.
3/ The faithful STAND for the Collect(s) (except at Penitential or Req

uiem Masses on weekdays when all kneel) and then SIT for the Epistle un
til the DOMINUS VOBISCUM before the Gospel when they STAND.

4/ The faithful SIT for the sermon.
5/ They STAND for the CREDO but KNEEL for the sung ETINCARNA- 

TUS EST... If the celebrant sits after the recitation of the CREDO, the 
faithful may do so also, but it seems more appropriate to remain standing.

6/ After the Creed the faithful SIT once the celebrant has sung the ORE- 
MUS.

7/ The faithful STAND for the Incensing when the thurifer turns towards 
them and then they SIT (time allowing) until the Celebrant sings PER OM
NIA SAECULA ... at which moment all STAND until the end of the sung 
SANCTUS when they kneel.

8/ The faithful STAND at the OREMUS before the PATER and remain 
standing until the end of the sung AGNUS DEI, when they KNEEL.

9/ the faithful STAND for the DOMINUS VOBISCUM before the Post- 
Communion (except at Penitential or Requiem Masses) and then KNEEL 
for the Blessing.

10/ All then STAND for the Last Gospel and remain as such until the end 
of the procession or the completion of a recessional hymn.

“Speck” cartoons O Margaret Ahem (printed with kind 
permission of Edward Ahem)Father Paul Morgan
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LETTER FROM FATHER KING
(taken form SSPX Scandinavian Newsletter, Stella Matutina, 
November/December 2004)

My Dear Friends in Christ,

The souls who suffer in Purgatory suffer far more intensely than 
we can imagine. Pere Lamy, who died in 1931, was called by 
his Bishop a second Cure of Ars. He was a very holy Priest, 
privileged to converse with Angels, Our Blessed Lady and Our 
Lord. He said many enlightening things about Purgatory. One of 
these was the following; “I was asking Our Lady that I might 
leave this world, telling her that to attain this I should prefer to spend 
a quarter of an hour in Purgatory,” but Our Lady answered that it was better 
to stay fifteen years on earth, for that would be less intense a trial. “For some” 
he continued, “Purgatory is painful by the keenness of their torment, for oth
ers, by its duration. The result is the same for souls. They suffer 
deeply.” On another occasion Fr. Lamy said: “The Blessed Virgin 
hates Purgatory, it is a sorry place. I like very much to pray for the 
souls in Purgatory, but the Blessed Virgin told me that I do not ask 
enough for them and she said to me: ‘I am pouring graces upon those 
souls’(graces that I did not dare to ask) and then she spoke to me of the Sabbatine 
Privilege.”
What is the Sabbatine Privilege? It has its origins in a bull of John 
XXII issued on March 3rd 1322. There is now only a copy of the original 
Bull and it claims that (according to a revelation of Our Lady to John XXII) 
those who wear the Scapular and fulfil two other conditions, will be freed 
from Purgatory on the first Saturday after their death. Pope Paul V 
stated: “It is permitted to preach that the Blessed Virgin will aid the souls of the 
Brothers and Sisters of the Confraternity of the Blessed Virgin of Mount Carmel 
after their death by her continual intercession, by her suffrages and merits and 
by her special protection especially on the day of Saturday if they have 
worn the habit (scapular) during life, observed chastity according to 
their state of life and recited the Little Office.... or not knowing how to re
cite the Office, will have observed the fast days of the Church and ab
stained from meat on Wednesdays and Saturdays.” What a great grace we 
would all be throwing away if we did not try to gain this Sabbatine 
Privilege. “How precious is the Brown Scapular which brings de-
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liverance from such places of pain, for Purgatory is extremely 
painful! Our Lady told me that she thought it better to stay behind fif
teen years dragging one’s weight on earth than to spend a quarter of 
an hour in Purgatory.” (Pere Lamy)

The conditions for gaining the Privilege are the following: To wear 
the Brown Scapular continuously until death; to observe chastity ac
cording to one’s state of life; (these two conditions are necessary for 
Our Lady to assure us the grace of salvation) and then to recite the Office of 
Our Lady. This final condition is very often changed into the recitation 
of 7 Paters, 7 Aves and 7 Glorias or abstaining from meat on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays (as well as Fridays). Changing the third 
condition into one of the other options needs the permission of a Priest.

Eternal rest grant unto them 0 Lord and let perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace. 300 days indulgence.

The Psalm 129 “Out of the depths” has an indulgence of 5 years when 
recited in November. The faithful who recite Vespers of the Dead gain 
an indulgence of 5 years in November.
Although we honour Our Blessed Lady during the months of May and Oc
tober, from the Liturgical point of view, December is the real month of 
Mary. This month is the month of Advent or the expectation of Christ. It 
begins with one of the most important feasts of Our Lady, the Immacu
late Conception and ends with the birth of Christ Our Saviour. 
If it were not for the Immaculate Conception, if it were not for Mary, 
there would be no Infant Jesus and therefore no Nativity. Conse
quently, we cannot have a better preparation for Christmas than to 
spend our Advent in union with Mary, in our prayers and self denials 
and to meditate on her relationship with Christ.
The feast of Mary’s Immaculate Conception comes early in Advent 
and its closeness to the Nativity of Our Lord is not merely chronological 
but also profoundly theological. Mary has been called the Stella 
Matutina or morning star. As the night gives way to the dawn, 
the morning star appears above the horizon, beautified by the radi
ant glow of a sun soon to appear. This morning star is the herald of 
daylight. In the same way, the Immaculate Conception of Mary is the 
dawn star heralding the approaching light of Jesus Christ, the Sun of
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Justice. The Immaculate Conception of Mary, the Woman chosen 
from all eternity to be the Mother of God, sounds the death- 
knell for the kingdom of Satan which will be utterly defeated by 
the Babe of Bethlehem.

The Immaculate Conception of Mary means that she was pre
served from the guilt of Original Sin and did not suffer from 
its consequent disorders. She was all pure and holy from the first 
instant of her existence. This fact does not mean she had no need 
of the Redeemer. Mary needed the grace of God as much as 
we do but she was sanctified not at baptism as we were, 
nor before birth as St John the Baptist and Jeremias, but at the 
moment of her conception, so that we may say that she was re
deemed by Christ in the most perfect way possible. Surely it is 
unimaginable that God could become a Man in a creature 
anything less than perfect as He is perfection itself. Mary is 
this perfect creature who has never known sin but has always loved 
God with a love purer than the angels. Truly she is a mystery 
which only the infinite mind of God can fathom. Since Mary is 
the most perfect fruit of the Redemption, it is fitting that she 
should bring the Redeemer Himself into the world and should 
be the first to see Him and to adore Him. As Mary Immaculate 
kneels in adoration before the Crib, she represents redeemed 
mankind and in particular she represents the whole Catholic 
Church, the Immaculate Spouse of Christ in whom there is no stain of 
sin. In the presence of the Infant God, Himself so humble, Mary 
Immaculate humbles herself to nothingness as she contemplates 
the graces she has received. She is a reflection of her Son, 
sinless and all pure, she is His Mother. She realises too that 
she owes more to Him than any other creature, the knowledge of 
her sinless purity, far from being an occasion of sin for Mary in
creases her humility still more; “My soul doth magnify the Lord 
and my spirit bath rejoiced in God my Saviour because He who is 
Mighty hath done great things to me”
Like a good mother, Mary leads all her children to the Crib, to wor
ship her Divine Son poor in the eyes of the world but rich in graces and 
blessings for mankind. As Mary is the perfect Mother for God, she is
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the perfect Mother for us too. We have a Saviour, Christ the 
Lord, like to us in all things but sin and we have a Mother 
also like to us in every way, except for sin. But her sinless
ness doesn’t mean she sets herself apart from us any more than 
Our Lord did, since He chose the death of a criminal on the Cross 
and to take upon Himself the sins of the entire world. Her Immacu
late Conception she knows to be an unmerited gift from God 
so that she may have mercy on poor sinners such as us and 
take pity on our miserable state. That grace she received at 
her Conception she longs for us so that we may be sancti
fied and love God with as pure a heart as hers.
The Author of Redeeming and Sanctifying grace came into 
the world at Bethlehem to be the true Light of the world. 
Let us prepare for the coming of that Light once more this 
Christmas by welcoming the Morning Star into our homes 
and into our hearts. Without Mary, the Saviour would never 
have been born into the world. Unless we have a place in our 
hearts and families worthy of the Immaculate Mary we cannot 
expect Christ to dwell with us. There where Mary is Jesus is too. 
Venite, adoremus.

Sincerely in Jesus and Mary

Father Brendan King

Day of Recollection for Advent - Saturday 4th December
2004

At Our Lady of Victories Church, Preston
Beginning with devotions at 11 am followed by conference 
Mass at 12:15 pm
2nd Conference at 2 pm followed by Rosary
3rd Conference at 3:15 pm
Ending with Holy Hour from 4-5 pm
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SPECIAL 8th December 2004 Christmas Day Circumcision 
1st January 2005MASSES

Brighton 8am

Bristol Midnight Mass 
8am

Midnight Mass 
10am

11:30am

11am 1 lam

Burghclere 7am 9am

Heme 11am

Holnest 10:30am

London: 
St Joseph’s

Midnight Mass 
10am 
1 lam

lpm 1 lam
7pm

London: 
St George’s

8am11am 10am

10:30amOxford

Portsmouth 7pm 11am 11am

11amTaunton 7pm 7pm

7:30pm Midnight MassWoking 1 lam

MidnightEdinburgh lpm lpm

Glasgow 11am 5pm7pm

Midnight 1:30pmKeighley 11am

12 noon lpmLiverpool lpm

9:30am 10am10amManchester

12 noonNewcastle

10amMidnight
9:30am

12:30pm

7pmPreston

Rhos-on-Sea
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DEATH NOTICES

(Rgquiescat in (Pace
Of your charity please pray for the repose of the soul of:

EDWARD JONES of STOURBRIDGE

Please pray for the following whose anniversaries
occur about this time:

DECEMBER
Father Stephen Rigby, Father Joseph Mizzi, Emily Louis, Gemma 
Eddowes, Laura Yoeman, Miss O'Shea, John Warrington, Marie 
Salmon, Cyril Pennicott, Joan Golby, Leonard Adams, Katherine 
Whelan, Margaret McEwan, Elizabeth Vale, Geoffrey Forshaw, 
Robert Doyle, Krystina Czaykowska, Dominic de Turville, John 
Harley, Ena Hall, Kathleen O'Dell, Richard Hemelryk, Francis 
Lewey, Alice Pitt, James Worrall. Kethleen Stowall, Anthony 
Miller. Charles Ashby, John Robinson Dow, Josephine Nicholls, 
Nadege Baco, David Sudlow, Teresa Mary Neale, Henry Day, Kath
leen Baker, James Sheehan, Marion Spring, Sylvia Hoepler von Her- 
mingen, Margaret Kenworthy Browne, Charles Sturton-Davies, 
Mary Hammersly, Kevin Kendrick, Beryl Daly, Vere Harvey 
Brain, Patrick Tweedie, Lesley Dougal, Francis Donovan, 
Patricia Baxter, John Morris, James Tymon, Frank Hughes, 
Valentin Braun, Aloisia Rakowitsch, Roy Morris, Peter Os
borne, Benedicta Gray. Charles Harris, Alfred Taylor, David 
Hook, Mary Blackshaw, Gerard W. Pitt, Gertrude Jarmulowicz, 
Kathleen Burbidge, Eileen Giles, Ellen Schofield, Patricia Ruben- 
stein, Norah Watson.

Sacramental Records:
Conditional Baptism and Reception of Convert—13th November 2004 
Herne Daniel James Starck
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CHURCHES AND MASS CENTRES
KEIGHLEY
Christ The King, Devonshire Street 
Tel: 01274 565 186 
Mass: 1330 every Sunday

BRIGHTON
Church of the Holy Family
Hollingdean Street
Mass: 1230 2nd & 4th Sundays

BRISTOL
Saint Saviour’s House 
Saint Agnes Avenue, Knowle 
Tel: 0117 977 5863 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday, Daily

LEICESTER 
15 Knighton Park Road 
Leicester LE2 1ZA 
Tel: 0116 270 5470 (evenings) 
Mass: 1730 1*‘ & 3rd Sunday

BURGHCLERE
Saint Michael’s School Chapel
Harts Lane
Tel: 01635 278 137/173 
Mass: 0800 every Sunday, Daily

LIVERPOOL
Church of Saints Peter & Paul
193 Edge Lane
Mass: 1300 every Sunday

LONDON (HOLLOWAY)
Church of Saints Joseph and Padam 
Salterton Road, N7.
Tel: 020 8946 7916
Mass: 1000 & 1200 every Sunday

EDINBURGH 
Saints Margaret and Leonard 
110 Saint Leonard’s Street 
Tel: 0131 333 1237 
Mass: 1300 every Sunday

LONDON (WIMBLEDON)
Saint George’s House, 125 Arthur Rd, SW19 
Tel: 020 8946 7916 
Mass: 1700 every Sunday

GLASGOW
Saint Andrew’s Church, 202 Renfrew Street 
Tel: 01698 852 991 
Mass: 1000 Every Sunday

MANCHESTER
Church of St. Pius X, 16 Deer Park Road 
Tel: 01772 885 990 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday

GROOMBRIDGE
Church of Saint Pius V, Station Road
Tel: 01892 654 372
Mass: New time 1230 1“ & 3rd Sundays -Will 
re-open on Sunday 19th December 2004 MIDDLESBROUGH 

St Mary’s Centre, Corporation Road 
Tel: 0164 2325 958 
Mass: 1800 2nd Sunday

HERNE
Saints John Fisher & Thomas More Church
Heme Street
Tel: 01227 375 139
Mass: 0900 Every Sunday

HOLNEST (MIDDLEMARSH)
Garden Cottage
Tel: 01963 210 381
Mass: 1730 2nd & 4th Sundays
N.B. Mass at Garden Cottage from 7/11/2004

NORWICH MASS CENTRE

N.B. There will be no Mass 
at Norwich Mass Centre on 
Sunday 26th December 2004.
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NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
Royal Station Hotel 
Neville Street 
Tel: 0191 371 0525 
Mass: 1800 every Sunday

PRESTON 
Our Lady of Victories 
East Cliff, Winckley Square 
Tel: 01772 885 990 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday

NORTH BADDESLEY 
The Village Hall 
North Baddesley 
Nr Southampton 
Tel: 02382 052 656
Mass: 1430 1st & 3rd Sundays until the 
clocks change in March then will revert to 
usual time until the October clock change

RHOS ON SEA 
Saint David’s Chapel 
Conwy Rd (A547) Mochdre 
Tel: 01492 549 808 
Mass: 1630 1st & 3rd Sundays

TAUNTON
Church of Our Lady of Glastonbury 
17 South Street (off East Reach) 
Mass: 1430 every Sunday

NORWICH
Belvedere Comm. Centre of
Dereham Rd
Tel: 01603 788 873
Mass 1730 2nd & 4th Sundays

TUNSTALL
Bradwell Lodge, Bradwell Lane 
Newcastle, Staffs.
Tel: 01782 834 988
Mass: 1700 2nd & 4‘h Sundays

ORKNEY
Golgotha Monastery Island
Papa Stronsay
Orkney IslesKW17 2AR
Tel: 01857 616 389
Mass: 0730 & 1030 every Sunday
(Served by the Redemptorists)

WOKING
Church of The Holy Cross 
Sandy Lane, Maybuiy 
Tel: 01483 767 537
Mass: 1100 every Sunday

ADDITIONAL MASS CENTRESOXFORD
N.O.C.C.
17 Middleway, Summertown 
Tel: 01865 882 014 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday

GREAT MISSENDEN 
Tel: 01296 423 752 
(Masses at the Great Missenden 

Centre).
PORTSMOUTH 
Our Lady Help of Christians 
14 Kingston Road 
Tel: 02392 263 166 
Mass: 1100 every Sunday

CHULMLEIGH 
(Replacing Plymouth)
Tel.: 01769 580 240 
Colleton Manor Chapel 
Chulmleigh, Devon 
Monthly Mass - 
please ring Co-ordinator for 
confirmation of date / time.
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SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE DECEMBER 2004 - JANUARY 2005
MASS CENTRE DECEMBER 2004 JANUARY 2005

19th5th 12th 26th 2nd 9th 16th 23rd 30th
Brighton

Bristol

Burghclere

Edinburgh

Glasgow

Groombridge

Heme

Holnest
(Middlemarsh)

Keighley

Leicester

Liverpool

London (St. 
Joseph)

London
(Wimbledon)

Manchester

Middlesbrough

Newcastle

1230 1230 1230 1230
1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000
0800 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800
1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300
1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000

1230 1230 1230x x
09000900 0900 0900 0900 0900 0900 0900 0900

1730 1730 1730 1730

1330 1330 1330 1330 1330 1330 1330 1330 1330
1730 1730 1730 1730
1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 13001300

1000 1000 10001000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000
12001200 1200 1200 1200 1200 1200 1200 1200

170017001700 1700 1700 1700 1700 1700 1700

100010001000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000
1800 1800

180018001800 1800 1800 1800 1800 1800 1800
North Baddesley 1430 14301430 1430
Norwich 17301730 1730x

0730Orkney 07300730 0730 0730 0730 07300730 0730
103010301030 1030 1030 1030 1030 1030 1030
10001000Oxford 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000
11001100Portsmouth 1100 1100 1100 1100 1100 1100 1100
10001000Preston 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 10001000

Rhos-on-Sea 1630 1630 1630 1630
14301430Taunton 1430 1430 1430 1430 14301430 1430

Tunstall
Woking

17001700 1700 1700
110011001100 1100 1100 1100 1100 11001100
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