
SOCIETY OF ST PIUS X
District of Great Britain 

Newsletter

Suggested Donation - £1Aug - Sept 2002

I

i

(/Consecration of tljc l"District of Sr cat ^Britain 
to tfjc Sorrowful and Immaculate If cart of filarp at tlje sljrinc of 

<0u r ladp of WalSingljam 
17tlj 3 u gust 2002



CONTENTS

,3Letter from the District Superior.....
Letter from the Superior General
Letter from Father Black................
The Movement of Catholic Families 
League of the Kingship of Christ
Father Vincent McNabb, Part 1 ..... .
National Apostasy, Part 1 ................
Rosary Crusade...............................
Catholic Strollers Group ................
St Michael’s School News..............
Walsingham Pilgrimage.................
Changes of Mass Centre ................
Death Notices...................................

5
10
16
18
,20
.22
26
.27
28
30
.31
,32

SOCIETY OF ST PIUS X IN GREAT BRITAIN
www.sspx.co.uk For lurther information, please email: Brian Cooper at 

cooper@grassmead-25.fsnet.co.uk
LONDON
St George’s House, 125 Tel: 
Arthur Road, SW19 7DR

Fr J Emily (Superior) 
Fr B King 
Fr A Rolph

020 8946 7916 
020 8879 7669Fax:

BRISTOL
St Saviour’s House, St Tel/Fax: 0117 977 5863 
Agnes Avenue, BS4 2DU (Chaplaincy)

Fr L Boyle (Prior) 
Fr M Crowdy

0117 977 7738Tel:
(Residence)

PRESTON 
St Mary’s House, 12 
Ribblesdale 
Place, PR1 3NA

Fr M Clifton (Prior) 
Fr A Wingerden 
Fr J McLaughlin

01772 885 990 
01772 562 428

Tel:
Fax:

STMICHAEL’S SCHOOL 
St Raphael’s House (Senior Tel: 
Boys’ School), Harts Lane, Fax: 
Burghclere, RG20 9JW

Fr J Dreher (Headmaster) 
Fr G Gonzales 
Fr A Portugal 
Fr A Purdy

01635 278 137 
01635 278 601

01635 255 054St Gabriel’s House (Senior Girls’ 
Residence)
St Michael’s House (Junior Boys’ & Junior 
Girls’ Residence)
Priests’ Residence:

Tel/Fax:

01635 253 209 
01635 278 173

Tel:
Tel/Fax:

2

http://www.sspx.co.uk
mailto:cooper@grassmead-25.fsnet.co.uk


LETTER FROM THE DISTRICT SUPERIOR

My dear faithful

I wish to express my sincere gratitude to all of you for showing so 
much enthusiasm for this major event in the history of the 
traditional movement in this country, which will take place on the 
17th of this month in Walsingham - the Consecration of our 

families, our district and of our country to the Sorrowful and 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Coaches from Preston-Keighley, 

: Heme, Bristol-Burghclere and London have been organised to 
bring pilgrims to the Shrine, and I hope that many among you will 
make a special effort to attend. How could the Heart of our 
heavenly Mother not be touched at seeing a large number of her 
children renewing an ancient and holy tradition by coming to her 
shrine to place before her the interests of the Church, of her 
Divine Son, of our Society and of all our families?

St George’s 
House

We know that the conversion of this country is the most keenly felt and dearest 
desire of Mary, but we are also aware that it will happen only when the whole of 
society, with its civil and religious institutions, submits to Divine Law and thereby 
the Social Reign of Our Lord Jesus Christ will be established on earth “as it is in 
Heaven ”
unrealistic, we know that the Church must first of all triumph over her enemies and 
overcome the modernist crisis. We also know that obtaining such a great grace for 
our country and for the Church will require that every single family and every single 
person will resolutely have to take the narrow, but holy and sure path which leads to 
heaven. Each and every one of us must feel and be conscious of the individual roles 
we have to play in this great undertaking. But since its purpose is not merely natural, 
the means of achieving it will not be natural, but supernatural. Hence, each day, 
every one of us should advance in the work of our own sanctification and offer it for 
the conversion of our country and for the restoration of the Church. We should not 
just wait for our neighbour to start this work, but each one of us should assume 
responsibility for it. Let us begin this day with determination in the certitude that our 
efforts, far from being useless, will have a wondrous effect on the Heart of Mary in 
bringing about her heavenly designs on this country.

Are not these aims precisely the aims of the Society of St Pius X? Without fear of 
presumption, we can say in all truth that the wishes of the Heart of Mary are the aims 
of our Society. Thanks to the inspiration of the Society’s venerated founder, the

To achieve this aim, which humanly speaking might seem quite
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triumph of Maiy’s Immaculate Heart and the Social Reign of her Divine Son have 
been embraced by this Society since the very day of its foundation.

For this reason, conscious of the identity and conformity of the aims and intentions 
of the Heart of Mary and our Society we are absolutely confident that there can be no 
better way of realising them promptly and gloriously in this country, than by 
securing them and confiding them to her Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart.

By so doing we will not only renew the intention so dear to Archbishop Lefebvre 
when he consecrated the Society to the Immaculate Heart of Mary at the Seminary of 
Econe in 1984, but we will also renew above all a holy and deep-rooted British 
tradition, which was revived by the saintly Cardinal Bourne during the First World 
War, who said: “Nowhere in Christendom should honour be paid more readily to 
the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary than here in England... It is there, 
not with the idea of introducing any new devotion, but rather in order to give fresh 
meaning and greater force to thoughts long cherished by us all, and deep-rooted in 
the history of our race, that we desire to consecrate this renewed effort of prayer, 
which the special circumstances of the moment so urgently demand , to the 
Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary. ”

So, my dear faithful, knowing the wonderful benefits which will result from this 
consecration to the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, I earnestly encourage 
you to come in great numbers on this pilgrimage to Walsingham, to be present for 
this major event in the history of the traditional movement in this country. For all 
those who will be unable to join us, I recommend them warmly to unite their prayers 
to those of the pilgrims by praying the rosary devoutly and reading the Act of 
Consecration with their entire families, which is to be found in this Newsletter.

Of course, we must be aware that this pilgrimage and the consecration to Our 
Blessed Lady will bear fruit in proportion to the faith and devotion with which it is 
carried out. Hence we should carefully prepare our souls for this great and solemn 
day, so that we may obtain as many graces and blessings as possible. As with the 
reception of the sacraments, the better the soul is prepared, the greater the fruits 
derived from them. For this reason, in order that our district, our families and our 
dear country may be showered more profusely with an abundance of graces, I hereby 
invite you to do the following in preparation:

- to make a preparatory novena to Our Lady from 8th to 16th August using a 
prayer of your choice (Act of Consecration, Litany of Our Lady, Memorare, 
etc.);

- to make a special effort to pray the family rosary during this novena;



- to make a good confession before the day of the consecration;
- to fast on the day before the consecration;

to make a special effort to acquire the habit of praying the invocation to the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of
Mary in foil, as desired by Our Lord and endowed with indulgences by 
Cardinal Bourne and St Pius X: Sorrowful and Immaculate heart of Mary, 
pray for us who have recourse to thee.

May our Lady bless our efforts and answer our prayers and may this pilgrimage and 
consecration be a great step towards the coming of the Reign of Christ the King and 
the reign of the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary over our families, our 
district and our country.

Most sincerely yours in the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary

Father Jacques Emily

SUPERIOR GENERAL LETTER No.62
TO FRIENDS AND BENEFACTORS

Dear Friends and Benefactors,

Catholic Tradition in its relations with the Vatican 
has truly lived through a number of important events 
over the last two years.
Since Rome first approached us at the end of the year 
2000, it seems to us that the time has now come to 
take stock, and to reply to a number of objections or 
questions which the whole issue raises. However, we 
would also like to mention that if we go into these 
questions, they are not our main pre-occupation.
Celebrating the Holy Mysteries, imparting grace in 
abundance to your souls, being the instrument of 
numerous and always very touching conversions, is at the heart of our lives, and 
these are facts which show us to be truly Catholic, whereas all the discussions and 
disagreements with the Vatican are merely the expression of our will to remain 
Catholic.
Recently, an important group of seminarians from Bombay joined us. For their 
seven years at the Seminary, the existence of the Devil was denied, and the word 
“hell” never once fell upon their ears, any more than the words “Sacrifice of the 
Mass”. Their coming over to us brought down on our heads the wrath of the 
Cardinal of Bombay, of course. In the USA, several priests are either joining us or 
drawing closer. One of them said to me, “I did everything I could not to finish up
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with you”. That is eloquent testimony: after exhausting all of today’s alternatives, 
from their own diocese through the Indult Mass to the various “Ecclesia Dei” 
congregations, these priests and seminarians have come to the conclusion, despite 
their disinclination and their initial fear of being connected with Traditionalists 
still being branded as schismatic, that to lead a fully Christian life we are the only 
way to go.
What confusing times! Good is condemned, evil is all too often blessed. That is the 
experience of numbers of priests today who simply wish to remain Catholic. What 
tribulations! Like the two seminarians rebuked by their Rector for being caught 
red-handed praying the Rosary! But when they were caught attending the Indult 
Mass, then they were hauled before the Cardinal in person... We would like to 
hear of at least comparable reprimands being handed out for all kinds of real 
misbehaviour.
Yet while a number of priests draw closer to us, Campos is going back to Rome. 
We think that the decisive argument for Rome to win them over was the promise of 
a bishop alongside Bishop Range, now gravely ill. They wrote to me that they 
considered that they could not refuse the Holy Father’s wish to give them a bishop, 
because “that would be schismatic”. By way of a bishop, all they have is a 
promise: “I shall give you a successor”. Of course, nobody dares doubt such a 
promise, but the whole question turns on the identity of this successor; who will he 
be? Where will he be chosen from? One may well think that Rome will seek to 
ensure the future bishop’s faithfulness to Vatican II, because some of the Romans 
still have reservations as to the “orthodoxy” of Campos’ doctrinal stance. 
Suspicion reigns in Rome.

Campos had also been promised freedom to operate throughout Brazil, but when 
local bishops opposed the idea, then the freedom of action of the Administration 
granted by Rome shrank back to the limits of the diocese of Campos, period. 
What will Campos do? While Campos sets out on its hazardous enterprise armed 
with ambiguous statements, we see something of great interest happening: at the 
very same moment several Catholic communities in Brazil of men and women in 
no way connected with the priests of Campos, have contacted the Society of St. 
Pius X and wish... to join Tradition! And to send their future seminarians to the 
Society’s South American seminary. In fact a significant number of faithful 
scattered all over the huge area of Brazil are beginning to react, and are asking for 
our help, not for the help of Campos. What a surprise development! It is as though 
suddenly Brazil was opening up to the Society’s apostoiate. All we need is 
workers, meaning priests, and more priests...
Meanwhile, having succeeded in drawing Campos away from the Society and, 
little by little, from its doctrinal positions, Cardinal Castrillon sent us on April 5 of 
this year a written reply to our letter of June 22, 2001. In it he proposes to re-start 
the “dialogue”. Before saying a word about it, let me recall the previous 
exchanges:
When Rome began by offering to the Society a Juridical structure with official 
recognition, then, while expressing our readiness to open discussions, we 
emphasized the need to re-build trust.
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For indeed, tens of years of oppression, marginalization, threats, condemnations 
and veritable persecution because of our remaining attached to the Catholic 
Church’s Tradition, would not vanish all on their own. So we required by way of 
pre-condition for discussions a concrete gesture on the part of the Roman 
authorities; the recognition that the Tridentine rite of Mass was not abrogated, and 
that the Declaration “excommunicating” any members of the Society was null.
Cardinal Castrillon began by telling us that the Tridentine rite of Mass was 
liberated in principle, but not in practice. Later he told us it was liberated neither in 
principle nor in practice, because any such liberation would be to the detriment of 
the Novus Ordo. As for the nullification of the “excommunication”, that was 
promised us as soon as there would be an agreement.
Following on this double refusal, further re-inforcing the climate of distrust, the 
Cardinal wrote a letter on May 7, 2001, which I answered by saying that it was 
setting up a dialogue of the deaf and going nowhere.
To help things forward, I then proposed a different approach to the whole question. 
In brief, we laid out that our whole disagreement with today’s Rome was being 
caused by no culpable ill will on our part, but by a terrible crisis shaking the 
Church for the last 40 years, as clearly signalled by the Second Vatican Council 
and the post-conciliar reforms; we mentioned some facts to show the reality and 
gravity of this crisis
Now comes the Cardinal in his letter of April 5, one month ago, with a fivefold 
rebuke: firstly, we are judging the Pope and the Holy See; secondly, we are stating 
that the Church has lost the Faith; thirdly, we are denying the Pope’s rights over 
the Church’s universal liturgy, because we are stating that the Novus Ordo Mass is 
bad; fourthly, we no longer believe in the true concept of Tradition; and fifthly, we

continuity of the 
particular that of

are incapable of grasping the 
Church’s past and present, in 
Vatican II and the liturgical reform.

■ -

^ Obviously, these points require an answer. But at 
11 the same time this letter clearly illustrates that the 
jg| dialogue of the deal is not over; how little this 
^ Rome understands our position! We might have 
^ been willing to go into these various points had the 

letter not been accompanied by manoeuvres 
Kg making us recall Archbishop Lefebvre’s words just 

I before the episcopal consecrations of June. 1988, 
|HH when he said: “The moment for a free and open 

PUP! collaboration between the Society and Rome has 
not yet come”, words as relevant as ever. The

.
tf r"I mIlL-r ri« •

IS

j :

manoeuvres were twofold: -
On the one hand the Cardinal stated in his letter that, given the gravity of the 
matter in hand, he had always abstained from giving public Interviews; yet only a 
few days later in an interview given to the prominent Italian newspaper La Stampa, 
he declared that the Society was divided into two groups: “A large majority
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ardently desiring reconciliation with Rome to relieve its conscience (Letter of 
April 5), and a little group of fanatics wanting nothing to do with Rome” (Yet in 
his letter, the Cardinal expressed his desire not to divide the Society).
On the other hand a few days after sending me the April 5 letter in strict privacy 
(double envelope, “persona!”, “confidential”), he faxed the same letter to three 
other members of the Society! There is no need to go looking for what he was up ' 
to, the facts speak for themselves, there is a real attempt here to divide us, which 
tells us clearly what we must do: keep our distance.
In such circumstances, to begin discussions with Rome is not reasonable. It is 
imprudent, impossible. Truly, these Romans have no idea what we are about.
For us, it is truly scandalous acts, deeds and statements that have forced us to 
refuse all novelties and to re-double our attachment to the centuries-old teaching 
and discipline of the Roman Catholic Church, our Mother. So here is the answer to 
the Cardinal’s fivefold rebuke of April 5:
Firstly, we are not setting ourselves up as judges of the Holy See by merely laying 
out the facts, such as the Pope’s visiting the Synagogue or the mosque, kissing the 
Koran, pouring out libations in the Togo forest, receiving the tilak in India, 
gestures profoundly upsetting Catholics in their Faith. The same is true of 
numerous other statements and documents. If to mention such facts is to set oneself 
up as judge, then one must even stop thinking!
Then as to the liturgical reform of 1966, some Cardinals at the time went so far as 
to say that “it departed significantly from Catholic theology, both as a whole and in 
detail” (Ottaviani Intervention). And even recently Cardinal Ratzinger took it upon 
himself to say that “this extension of papal power in the domain of the liturgy gave 
the impression that the Pope, basically, was omnipotent over the liturgy, especially 
if he was acting based on a mandate from an Ecumenical Council. The results of 
this impression were particularly visible after Vatican II, that the liturgy is in fact 
something given and not a reality to be manipulated at will, had completely 
disappeared from the consciousness of western Catholics. Yet Vatican I in 1870 
had defined the Pope to be not an absolute monarch but the guarantor of obedience 
to the revealed Word. The legitimacy of his power was bound up above all with his 
transmitting of the Faith. This fidelity to the deposit of the Faith and to its 
transmission concerns in a quite special way the liturgy. No authority can 
‘fabricate’ a liturgy. The pope himself is only the humble servant of its 
homogenous development, its integrity and the permanence of its identity” (“Spirit 
of the Liturgy”, Ad Solem, 2001, p. 134).
Then as far as the continuity of modem doctrines with the past is concerned, here 
is what persons “above all suspicion” say concerning religious liberty, key text of 
Vatican II: “it cannot be denied that a text like Vatican II’s ‘Declaration on 
religious Liberty’ says, at least as far as the words go, something quite different 
from the ‘Syllabus’ of 1864, in fact just about the opposite of sentences 15, 77 and 
79 of the ‘Syllabus’” (Fr. Yves Congar, “The Crisis in the Church and Archbishop 
Lefebvre”, Cerf, 1976. p.51)
Then as to the definition of the Church in Vatican II’s “Lumen Gentium”, again 
Cardinal Ratzinger says, “One cannot, when all is said and done, fully resolve 
from a logical point of view the difference between ‘subsistit’ and ‘est’”
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(“Ecclesiology of the Conciliar Constitution ‘Lumen Gentium’”, in 
“Documentation Catholique”, # 2223, p. 311)

Then on the concept of tradition in Vatican II's “Dei Verbum”, again Cardinal 
Ratzinger writes: “Vatican II’s refusal of the proposal to adopt the text of Lerins, 
familiar to and as it were sanctified by two Church Councils, shows once more 
how Trent and Vatican I were left behind, how their texts were continually re
interpreted... Vatican II had a new idea of how historical identity and continuity 
are to be brought about. The static ‘semper’ of Vincent of Lerins no longer seems 
to Vatican II adequate to express the problem” (L.Th.K., vol. 13, p. 521).
Then on the Council’s key text “Gaudium et Spes”, Cardinal Ratzinger describes it 
as a Counter-Syllabus, in other words the opposite of the Catholic Church’s 
authoritative “Syllabus” of 1864. The Cardinal writes (“Principles of Catholic 
Theology”, Tequi, 1982, p. 426), “If we seek an over-all analysis of‘Gaudium et 
Spes’, we could say that it is (linked with the texts on religious liberty and on 
world religions), a revision of Pius IX’s ‘Syllabus’, a sort of Counter-Syllabus... 
Let us recognize here and now that ‘Gaudium et Spes’ plays the part of a Counter- 
Syllabus insofar as it represents an attempt to officially reconcile the Church with 
the modern world as emerging since the French Revolution of 1789”.
Thus far Cardinal Ratzinger. For our part, we believe in the homogeneous 
development of doctrine, as the Church has always taught. But the Catholic Faith, 
which does not do away with the law of non-contradiction, obliges us also to reject 
any heterogeneous development of doctrine.
In conclusion, we see how far Cardinal Castrilldn has gone wrong... All of us 
desire the Church’s unity, a unity grounded in the Faith, carried out around Peter 
confirming his follow bishops in that Faith, and consummated in the union of 
Catholics in the Eucharist. To preserve that unity, all of us, to obey our Catholic 
conscience, have had to avoid driving onto the broad and easy highway proposed 
by the Conciliar reforms. It is to ease our conscience that we are where we are, and 
our conscience would be in no way eased if we were to suddenly set out on a path 
which, precisely in order to stay Catholic, we have refused for 30 years.
In the name of the Faith of our baptism, in the name of our baptismal pledges to 
which we promised to remain faithful, we say “No” to anything that does not 
ensure our salvation. Such is our right. Such is our duty.
May the Sacred Heart fill you with his burning charity, with an unfailing love for 
the Church and for its hierarchy however much they are presently making us 
suffer, with a love for souls, souls to be saved at the price of our uniting with Our 
Lord’s Sacrifice, the Holy Mass that will make us ever stronger in the Faith and in 
Our Lord’s love, bringing about reparation and satisfaction. All for Jesus, all for 
Mary, all for souls.+ Bernard Fellay

Feast of the Sacred Heart 
Menzingen, June 7, 2002
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LETTER FROM FATHER BLACK
My Dear Friends,

In years gone by it was my custom to write to you in the Newsletter describing my 
adventures in some exotic part of the world that I would occasionally have the 
privilege to visit. It is therefore somewhat strange to be writing to you at Father 
Emily’s request, about my visit to the United Kingdom!

My much anticipated return began when I left Sydney on 27th May. Although I am 
quite happy and settled in Australia, there is, after all “no place like home” and I was 
so looking forward to seeing you all again as well as the familiar places that I love so 
dearly. My first priority was to return directly home to Scotland to spend some time 
with my mother and I duly arrived after a thirty hour journey from door to door! As 
you will appreciate the first few days were spent quietly resting until I made the 
journey south to London on 3rd June in order to be able to attend the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee celebrations.

I cannot tell you how happy I was that this should fall just - 
three weeks before my own Jubilee, making it possible for me f j . 
to be back in Britain for both events. I think that you are all y 
aware of how much I love the institution of the monarchy.
Whatever we may think of the individual members of the 
Royal Family, there is little doubt in my mind that the Crown 
is to be cherished as the last vestige of the old Christian order ■■ 
of society, a potent symbol and reminder that authority comes j£ 
from God, and the living embodiment of the identity of the Gn 
British peoples which is now compromised in so many ways. 'jS 
Even more remarkably, the Jubilee celebrations were to reveal £|i 
the Queen as the focus of the social cohesion of the peoples of 
the wider cultural and ethnic diversity which make up the Britain of today. As a 
young friend of West African extraction remarked to me, “Since the Jubilee I have 
felt for the first time that I am really British!” Indeed the Jubilee celebration was 
“inclusive” in the best sense of the word and must surely confound those who hoped 
and prophesied that it would be of interest only to a diminishing and back-ward 
looking minority of the population.

! O

i &!m

In fact, nothing could have been further from the truth! Where else in the world 
does a head of state have the love and respect of a nation to the extent that a million 
people on two successive days would quite freely gather to render its respect and 
gratitude, in spite of a mass media desperate to convince them that she is irrelevant to
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their lives? Indeed no other nation has a head of state so patently dedicated to duty 
and the service of its people; tried, tested and trusted for half a century! This is a 
blessing which, as a nation, we scarcely now deserve. What a contrast to the self- 
serving politicians and faceless bureaucrats who otherwise rule us! The monarchy, 
like so many other things in life that we take for granted, will only be fully 
appreciated if it is ever lost. Fortunately, the Jubilee demonstrated that there are still 
significant, possibly overwhelming, numbers of the Queen’s subjects who appreciate 
such a national treasure. It was therefore not merely a taste for pomp and 
circumstance, far less a spirit of carnival, which impelled me to be present among the 
tens of thousands of people who gathered to acclaim their Sovereign on that 
memorable occasion.

The following days were spent in London visiting various friends and I also managed 
to find time to visit the new church in Brighton. I began to feel, after a few days at 
Saint George’s House, that 1 had never left! Before I returned to Scotland on the 10th 
June I paid a delightful visit to Saint Saviour’s House, Bristol, accompanied by 
Father Emily. I celebrated a High Mass in the exquisite chapel, which I love so 
much, on Sunday 9th June and was given a great welcome by Father Boyle and the 
residents. It was wonderful to find myself ensconced once again in my favourite 
chair by the fire in my former study having tea with them as in days of yore! I was 
beginning to feel that it was only a 
dream that I now live in 
Australia.....

On returning to Scotland I spent 
two weeks at home with my
mother. During this time Father 
Emily came to stay with us for a 
few days and we were able to 
spend a couple of them walking in 
the breathtakingly beautiful countryside in Glen Muick on the Balmoral estate. On 
Saturday 22nd June I had my first Silver Jubilee celebration in Glasgow. Once again 
it was like stepping back in time! It had formerly been my custom to go to the 
Glasgow church on Saint Andrew’s Day each year without fail in order to celebrate 
Mass in honour of Scotland’s Patron. This was always followed by a supper party 
afterwards in the Church Hall. Likewise for my Jubilee I chose to celebrate the Mass 
of Saint Andrew which was a High Mass, the ministers being Father Emily and 
Father Anthony Mary C.S.S.R. Fathers Clifton and Wingerden were also there as 

Father Michael Mary C.S.S.R. It was a particular joy to see the Redemptoristwas
priests who had so kindly undertaken the long journey from Papa Stronsay in Orkney 
in order to be present. My mother and other members of my family also attended the
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function. The luncheon which followed was superb and I was very touched by the 
kind speeches made in appreciation of my years as a priest in Scotland and the 
generous gifts which I received, especially the impressive Spiritual Bouquet of 
prayers for my intentions. My most heartfelt thanks to all who organised such an 
enjoyable event, especially Father Clifton and Mrs Marshall.

The next day, Sunday 23rd June, Father Emily, my mother and I drove to Edinburgh 
where I celebrated Mass in Saint Margaret’s Church. As this was a surprise visit, no 
special celebration had been prepared but it was a great pleasure to meet our 
congregation in Scotland’s capital once again. In the afternoon we visited Mr Peter 
Barry at Ratho and paid our respects at the grave of his late wife Nancy who died 
recently. The Society in Scotland owes an immense debt of gratitude to the Barrys 
for their very great generosity in so many ways and it is no exaggeration to say that 
the churches in Glasgow and Edinburgh could not have been purchased without their 
assistance. Please say a special prayer for the repose of the soul of Mrs Barry.

I finally left Scotland on 27th June and returned to London with Father Emily. The 
following day we drove down to Highclere where I was welcomed at Saint Michael’s 
House with a special lunch prepared by the staff of the Junior School. This was 
followed by a concert presented in my honour. I was astonished to find myself 
assisting at an hilarious rendition of “1066 And All That” which was very skilfully 
performed by such young children! ^
This was followed by a rendition of 1 
various hymns and songs. I am so § 
grateful to Sister Mary Conception I 
and all of the Junior Staff and Pupils ^ 
for the time and effort expended in M
making this such a delightful 
experience for me. “■m

Saturday 29th June, the feast of 
Saints Peter and Paul was the
twenty-fifth anniversary of my ordination at Econe by Archbishop Lefebvre and I 
was very happy indeed to be able to celebrate it at Saint Michael’s School. Imagine 
my delight on arriving in the school grounds at Burghclere to be met by a piper in 
full Highland regalia playing Scottish melodies for me! He turned out to be Brian 
Ferris of Birmingham whose bagpipes certainly gave a colourful atmosphere to the 
gathering both before and after Mass.

The large Sports Hall had been very well transformed into a church for the occasion 
and High Mass was celebrated. The choir sang a beautiful setting of the Ordinary of
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the Mass in polyphony and the schoolchildren rendered various motets. In my 
sermon I tried to emphasise the fact that the day’s events were not so much a 
celebration of twenty-five years of my priesthood but rather that of the continuation 
in time of the Eternal Priesthood of Our Lord Jesus of which we are the poor 
unworthy and transitory instruments. The congregation numbered about two 
hundred and fifty persons, including my mother, sister and brother-in-law, the latter 
resplendent in kilt! It was really wonderful to greet so many old friends after Mass. 
A great number of the congregation had travelled from all parts of the country. An 
entire group had come from Yorkshire and three people came across from Ireland 
just to be present at the Mass.

Afterwards we proceeded to a meal in the Village Hall, a charming Victorian Gothic 
building which had been transformed into a veritable banqueting hall! I was most 
impressed that all was so splendidly laid out and the service provided with such
efficiency by the senior pupils acting as waiters and waitresses! That such an

excellent luncheon was prepared and served so 
graciously to one hundred and twenty people by the 

vyTL" School cook and pupils was itself a great credit to Saint 
Michael’s. A number of kindly speeches were made 
and I received various presents, not only from the 
schoolchildren and staff, but also from various Mass 

„ _ ,v Centres. I was quite overwhelmed by the incredible
Sf'• • ‘ \r IfipjPS number of prayers and sacrifices made on my behalf as
£f' ' tSEiS attested by the many Spiritual Bouquets. What a

I delight to be so warmly received and surrounded by the 
! affection of the friends and supporters of so many

.ir.r j.

i i
T

years! It was especially fortuitous that on this 
occasion, which marked the completion of ten years of 

—• - the School’s existence, that the Misses Czaykowska, its 
real founders, to whom we owe so much, were also 

present. This unforgettable day ended appropriately with a magnificent Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament.

W^WMmm
The following day, Sunday 30th June was, of course, the anniversary of my first Mass 
and 1 really feel that I could not have given thanks to God on this day more 
appropriately than in Saint Joseph’s in London. This church has a special place in 
my heart as being the first that we acquired - already twenty years ago! Once again 
a magnificent High Mass was celebrated and this was followed by a Champagne 
Reception in the Church Hall. The large quantity of excellent champagne was 
generously provided for my Jubilee by my old friends Father Emily’s sister and 
brother-in-law, Monsieur et Madame Mourot of Auxerre, France to whom I am most

13



grateful. Other refreshments were provided by the kitchen staff of Saint Joseph’s 
including a splendid cake provided by Mrs Johnson of Hemel Hempstead. During 
this delightful party in the crowded hall I was presented with a truly glorious antique 
gold Mass vestment as a personal gift from Father Emily and speeches were made by 
him and by Mr Richard Cullen on behalf of the congregation. Once again another 
Spiritual Bouquet was presented and a Souvenir Book of good wishes signed by 
members of the Faithful of Saint Joseph’s. From this lovely reception about seventy 
of us then proceeded to the Basil Hotel in Knightsbridge for an elegant dinner which 
brought these magnificent and moving celebrations to a close.

I remained in London for the next two days during which my family returned home 
to Scotland and I made a special visit to the tomb of Saint Edward in Westminster 
Abbey in thanksgiving for all of the graces of the last twenty-five years and to pray 
especially for all of your intentions. I returned to Sydney on Tuesday 2nd July 
cherishing a wealth of happy memories and looking forward to returning, Deo 
Volente next year for Father Emily’s Silver Jubilee!

All that remains now is for me to render my heartfelt thanks - firstly to Almighty 
God for all the graces received by me and others through my unworthy participation 
in Christ’s Holy Priesthood, not least for the inestimable privilege of having been 
able to celebrate the Holy Mass each day during the last twenty-five years but at the 
same time, imploring his mercy for all of the manifold ways that I have failed to live 
up to my sacred calling. Then to my Father in Christ, Archbishop Lefebvre, to 
whom the entire Church of God must be ever grateful as a shining example of 
fidelity to his - and our - Divine Master. Under God, it is to him that we owe the 
preservation of all that we hold most dear in Christ’s Church.

I must also express my everlasting gratitude and appreciation of my dear parents 
whose complete devotion to their family and to each other in the exemplary 
fulfilment of the duties of their vocation in the married state have always been - and 
will always be - a source of inspiration to me. As one grows older, one realises 
more and more how much in life depends on a happy and secure childhood. Next I 
thank Father Emily who has been such a great and loyal friend for almost thirty 
years. I owe him much and not least for this wonderful Jubilee celebration which he 
so generously organised for me. How marvellous too that he should have been one 
of the sacred ministers at these my Jubilee Masses, just as he was at my first Masses 
in Britain, at Rugby and Glasgow, all of these years ago! My thanks also, must go to 
Father Dreher for the unforgettable day at Saint Michael’s and to Mrs Jasper and her 
choir who sang at both Bristol and Burghclere and who also provided the musical 
entertainment at the dinner in London.

14



Last, but certainly not least, I thank all of you my dear friends for your generous and 
loyal support for so many years, especially those of you who have been with me 
from the beginning of my ministry. What happy memories we share and what great 
things, through God’s goodness, we have accomplished together. May it all 
contribute to the ultimate restoration of all things in Christ in our own dear country! 
What a joy it was to see you all again and be surrounded by your love and affection! 
This I most heartily reciprocate. Although out of sight, you are most certainly not 
out of my mind and I keep you all in my thoughts and prayers knowing that you do 
not forget me either. Although separated by the seas, we remain united in the love of 
Christ, this love which of course, will continue into eternity. May the beautiful 
words which the Church, in her Liturgy uses to describe that love which unites the 
saints be also applied to us:

Haec est vera fratemitas, quae vincit mundi criminal Christum secuta est 
inclyta tenens regna coelestia.

“This is true brotherliness that overcame the wickedness of the world: it followed 
Christ, holding fast to the glorious kingdom of Heaven”

Yours most sincerely in Christ

Father Edward Black

Catholic Strollers Group
The Catholic Strollers Group began its existence earlier this year as the ‘Over 35s 
Group’. On May 11th the group, all 5 of us(!), undertook its first outing, a walk 
from Kingston to Fulwell via Bushey Park, with Rosaiy on the way. We felt that 
walking and Rosary should be the main activities of the Group, and it was also felt 
that by calling it the ‘Over 35s Group’ we discouraged both older and younger 
people from joining. The group has now been rechristened The Catholic Strollers, 
and its primary purpose is to give Traditional Catholics of all ages the opportunity to 
explore walks in and around London and to recite the Rosary in exotic locations. 
The walks are designed to fit into a Saturday afternoon and we are planning our next 
walk for Saturday 25th August.

If you are interested in participating in one of our walks, please contact either Fr 
Rolph at St George’s House, or Jeremy Bevan on 020 8640 9487. We are also 
inviting ideas for walks, so if you know of any good walks we would be grateful for 
the information (and maybe you could come and show us the way).
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THE MOVEMENT OE CATHOLIC FAMILIES

Under the Patronage of Our Lady of Walsingham — England's Nazareth

The Movement of Catholic Families (MCF) is to be established in this country and 
has as its aim the mobilisation of families and bringing them together in a solid front 
with the intention of mutual support and the restoration of Christian society through 
the family.

This initiative has two ends

— Priests and families make up the fundamental human element of Catholic 
Tradition. What would our families be without priests? What would our priests 
do without families? If the annual Canterbury or Chartres pilgrimage and the 
Holy Year pilgrimage to Rome are a Christendom on the march, it is because of 
families united in the same faith and prayer around the priest.

— The struggle of Tradition is religious but also social and political. The truth that 
the spiritual and temporal spheres are not separate, even though distinct, is of 
particular importance in the current spiritual, moral, social and political crisis. 
Priests and families wish for the reign of Christ in His Church but also in society.

The fight for the restoration of the Church is that of the priests with the families, 
whilst that for the restoration of the reign of Our Lord in the city must be that of 
families with their priests.

1. Principles of MCF: the uniting of families, their mutual support and a 
reconquest

a) Nature of the movement — it will act according to the Church's principles. In 
the current crisis, it aligns itself with the struggle of Tradition convinced that any 
true restoration in society is only possible if the Church herself be restored in Her 
doctrine and in Her sacraments.
The movement is founded on the conviction that in the present situation, a family- 
based action undertaken with the clergy is best suited to the restoration of society. Is 
not the family 'the basic cell of society’ (Pius XI)? In doing this we wish to respond 
to the call of Pius XII: 'What can de done? What we ceaselessly recommend is the 
bringing together of families in a solid front. ’
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b) Aim of the movement — to unite families for a reconquest. The movement 
has as its objective a family-based action of so£al and political reconquest. The aim 
is indeed to 'restore all things in Christ'. In order to do that we must respond to the 
call of Pius XII and unite ourselves together. This will be achieved by faith, by 
prayer and by charity among families and an apostolic charity towards other families. 
This union, which will include all generations, will express itself in some concrete 
action which is defined in point 2.

c) The movement's method of action — Christian families gathered around the 
priest. The movement will have essentially a local structure, the national part having 
a merely subsidiary role. It is not a matter of establishing a centralised structure but 
rather of supporting the movement in local circles based around the chapels and 
Mass centres.
Each local circle will act in full union with the clergy and will be under their 
authority in all that pertains to the spiritual.
When a group of families exists and with the agreement of the priest, it will be able 
to become a circle of the movement. Alternatively, priests will be able to start a 
circle of families. The choice of the group leader will therefore be made by the 
priest, who will in all cases be able to exercise a right of veto.

2. In practice...

a) The local structure — the circle of families 
Organisation
— a group leader whose main qualities will be the ability to work with the clergy 

and a concern for the bonds of charity and the growth of the circle
— members adhering to the movement

Activity —
Meetings will take place periodically (preferably monthly). They will consist of the 
spiritual element (Mass or Rosary); an instructive part with instruction given by a 
priest; a social part with drink or food, and finally a discussion of works of mutual 
support between families and of the apostolate. The welcoming of new families from 
the chapel will be an essential part as well as the mutual support.

Some ideas for action —
> the promotion of the family Rosary and the enthronement of the Sacred Heart
> the organising of parish activities such as tea and coffee after Mass, parish picnics 

and outings
> the apostolate: an effort to recruit families from outside the traditional movement
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> Material assistance: clothes sales; lending between families, etc.
> Support for home-schoolers
> Public action against bad films; campaigns against Hallowe'en and in favour of 

All Saints' Day
> Reviews of children's books

b) The national structure
Organisation
A national council consisting of a priest, a few officers and some group leaders of 
local circles.

Activity
• The organising of a First Saturday Rosary for all member families
• The publication of a newsletter
• Co-ordination of the mutual support activities
• The development of a missionary apostolate
• The establishing of an annual directory of members

This initiative is being undertaken by the League of the Kingship of Christ. For 
further information about the Movement of Catholic Families, please write to the 
League at - 14 Coppin Street, Deal, Kent CT14 6JL. E-mail: leaguekc@hotmail.com

The League of the Kingship of Christ

The League of the Kingship of Christ was originally established in Dublin in 1926, 
the year of Pope Pius XI’s encyclical on Christ the King, Quas Primas, for the 
threefold purpose of prayer, social study and Catholic Action. Unsurprisingly, it 
faltered and died in the wake of the Second Vatican Council. In 1996 the League 
was resuscitated under the auspices of the Society of Saint Pius X in the United 
States of America; and in the late Spring of last year, the League was established in 
London and Father King appointed as chaplain. At present, membership is modest. 
There is a chapter based at St Joseph’s in London where regular meetings are held; 
and there is a good prospect of a second UK chapter being set up based in Preston.
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It is vitally important that all traditional Catholics of good will in this country 
consider supporting and joining the League. Across our land not only Christian 
morality but also the natural law are being flouted more and more grievously each 
year. Traditional Catholics are daily faced with a society that is in many respects 
founded upon a rejection of Christ. It is incumbent on Catholics to equip themselves 
for the good fight, to understand better their Faith, particularly in those areas where 
today it is most challenged; and above all, to sanctify themselves.

The League of the Kingship of Christ is an organisation for men which aims to 
propagate amongst them a better knowledge of Catholic social principles; to strive 
for the fullest recognition of these principles in public life; and to promote 
effectively Catholic Action. Most importantly, however, it aims as a prerequisite to 
encourage its members to deepen their spiritual lives, for without holiness, without 
the presence of the charity of God in members’ souls, all the League’s study and 
works will be futile.

Any man interested in joining this vital apostolate or otherwise supporting the 
League should write to:

The League of the Kingship of Christ, 
14, Coppin Street,
Deal,
Kent CT14 6JL.

leaguekc@hotmail.com

In the past this country has been at the forefront of attempts to make the world aware 
of the Social Reign of Our Lord Jesus Christ, through such great and encyclopaedic 
writers as Hilaire Belloc and G K Chesterton. It is important that we all attempt to 
follow their example.

At a recent League meeting in London, a League member gave a presentation on the 
life of Father Vincent McNabb O.P., a stalwart preacher and fighter for all things 
good and Catholic. He was confessor to Belloc and a good friend to Chesterton (he 
sang the Salve Regina - the Crusaders’ hymn - at his death-bed), and from him they 
gleaned much of their understanding of the Church’s social teaching.

Here is the first part of that presentation on the life and teachings of Father McNabb:

or E-mail
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Father Vincent McNabb: a voice of contradiction
This is the first of a 3-part article by Mike Hennessey. The second and third parts 

will be published in the October and December Newsletters

“Every minister of holy religion must bring to the struggle the full energy of 
his ‘mind' and all his powers of endurance. ”

If there is one thing, one single line of text, that could be said to have motivated the 
tireless apostolic work of Father Vincent McNabb, it is this line from the encyclical 
Rerum Novarum of Pope Leo XIII. This great papal “call to arms”, issued by Holy 
Mother Church just weeks before Father McNabb was ordained as a priest in the 
Dominican Order at the age of 23, illuminated all of his work and action: after Holy 
Scripture and the works of St Thomas it held 
pride of place in his heart. This should perhaps 
not be so surprising since he was a Dominican 
working for a large portion of his life in the 
slums of England, and Rerum Novarum was 
written - it is said - by Cardinal Zigliara, a noted IIS 
Dominican scholar, in collaboration with the HH 
Pope, and was undoubtedly influenced by the 
life and work of the great English Cardinal HH 
Manning. Yet certainly no priest, no religious in HI!
England was as indefatigable as Father McNabb 
in his desire - in his work - to see the blue-print PS 
of Rerum Novarum put into action. Indeed, 
those Dominican students he taught while at jj*
Hawkesyard Priory remembered being 
instructed to keep a copy of the encyclical beside their beds: and his biographer (-of- 
sorts), Father Ferdinand Valentine, recalled being told to memorise the paragraph 
which Father McNabb thought was most central to Pope Leo’s work:

ij

<£i

I : -4

“There is general agreement that some opportune remedy must be found 
quickly for the misery and wretchedness pressing so unjustly on the majority of the 
working class: for the ancient working-men \s guilds were abolished in the last 
century, and no other protective organisation took their place. Public institutions 
and the laws set aside the ancient religion. Hence by degrees it has come to pass that 
working men have been surrendered, isolated and helpless, to the hard-heartedness 
of employers and the greed of unchecked competition. The mischief has been 
increased by rapacious usury, which, although more than once condemned by the 
Church, is nevertheless under different guise, but with the like injustice, still
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practised by covetous and grasping men. To this must be added that the hiring of 
labour and the conduct of trade are concentrated in the hands of comparatively few; 
so that a small number of very rich men have been able to lay upon the teeming 
masses of the labouring poor a yoke little better than that of slavery itself ”

It was to those living in the slums and decaying tenements and to those working in 
the factories and sweat-shops of London that Father McNabb brought these words of 
the Vicar of Christ: and as a priest he brought to them Christ’s power to inspire and 
to heal.

It is evident that Father McNabb is hardly known amongst Catholics today. Even 
amongst those who concern themselves with Tradition many may know his name but 
little more. Some may be aware that he is associated with that set of ideas known as 
Distributism (for which he was the principal inspiration); some that he was a well- 
known Dominican friar who frequently spoke at Parliament Hill and at Speaker’s 
Comer to the motley London throng; some that he was at one time a friend of Eric 
Gill and was connected with his community at Ditchling; perhaps most of those who 
have heard of him stumbled across his name while reading about Hilaire Belloc or G 
K Chesterton. All these mental associations are indeed aspects of the man, of the 
priest; yet he would, I think, like best to have been known for championing Rerum 
Novarum.

Father McNabb was - with some notable exceptions, principally within his own 
Order - held in high esteem by his contemporaries, even by those such as George 
Bernard Shaw or the Webbs, founders of the socialist Fabian Society, who could 
have most been expected to dislike him. During Father McNabb’s life, G K 
Chesterton wrote of him, in the introduction to his, Father McNabb’s, book, Francis 
Thompson And Other Essays:

“Now I am nervous about writing here what I really think about Father 
Vincent McNabb for fear that he should somehow get hold of the proofs and cut it 
out. But I will say briefly andfirmly that he is one of the few great men I have met in 
my life; that he is great in many ways, mentally and morally and mystically and 
practically... nobody who ever met or saw or heard Father McNabb has ever 
forgotten him. ”

Hilaire Belloc, who was in many ways temperamentally similar to Father McNabb, 
wrote this about him after his death in the Dominican journal Blackfriars in 1943:

“The greatness of his [Father McNabb’s] character, of his learning his 
experience, and, above all, his judgement, was altogether separate from the world 
about him... the most remarkable aspect of all was the character of holiness... I can
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write here from intimate personal experience [here, Belloc refers to Father McNabb 
visiting Belloc - at the latter’s request - immediately after the premature death of 
Elodie Belloc, his wife, in 1914]... I have known, seen and felt holiness in person... I 
have seen holiness at its full in the very domestic paths of my life, and the memory of 
that experience, which is also a vision, fills me now as I write - so fills me that there 
is nothing now to say. ”

Perhaps appropriately, that memorial, that obituary, was the last thing that Belloc 
penned (or dictated) for publication before his death some ten years later.

Monsignor Ronald Knox, who was, in many ways, Father McNabb’s temperamental 
opposite, wrote, when asked for his opinion on the move - in the 1950s - to start a 
process for Father McNabb’s beatification:

“Father Vincent is the only person I have ever known about whom I have felt, 
and said more than once, 'He gives you some idea of what a saint must be like.' 
There was a kind of light about his presence which didn 7 seem to be quite of this 
world. ”

This is the first part of Michael Hennessyfs article on Fr Vincent McNabb. Part 2 
will appear in the October issue of the Newsletter.

NATIONAL APOSTASY 
Father John Brucciani

This is the first of a 3-part article. The second and third parts will be published in 
the October and December Newsletters.

Introduction
On the 2nd day of June 2002, in the presence of her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, head 
of the Anglican Church of England, Cardinal Cor mac Murphy-O’Connor, 
archbishop of Westminster, signed a “personal covenant” with leaders of other 
Christian Churches, in particular the Anglican bishop of Canterbury, Dr George 
Carey.

As the text shows, the covenant is not simply a shared promise by each party to pray 
and work together for the common good. More importantly it is a joint declaration, a 
joint creed. Like the Apostolic and Nicene creeds, the declaration begins with a 
confession of common conviction.
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This declaration is hailed as a major ecumenical success. Cardinal Murphy- 
O’Connor rightly deserves the praise of his ecumenical superiors. His efforts have 
brought about the beginning of what is seen as the reunion of the Churches in the 
United Kingdom. His action foreshadows that great day, desired by the signatories 
of the declaration, that the Church of Christ may at last be united and one, 
according to the express wish of Christ Her Founder.

In the light of the Catholic Church’s magisterium, that is, Her unchanging teachings, 
Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor's actions are momentous. They amount to nothing less 
than a departure from Catholic orthodoxy. Graver still, they are equal to heresy.

Once it is clear how contrary to the Catholic Faith the Cardinal’s declaration is, we 
will be able to see more clearly what today’s ecumenism really is all about. It is 
nothing less than the constructing of a new, dogma-less religion.

The Covenant
A Personal Covenant between the Presidents of Churches Together in

England
(02 June 2002, Vicars Hall, Windsor Castle)

Below is the text of the personal covenant signed by the four presidents of Churches 
Together in England; the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George Carey; the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor; the Revd Tony 
Burnham, Moderator of the Free Churches Group and the Revd Esme Beswick, 
representing the smaller churches.

We believe in the Triune God: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Because we 
confess "one, holy, catholic and apostolic church" our paramount 
ecumenical task is to show forth this unity, which is always a gift of God. 
Jesus Christ revealed to us on the cross his love and the mystery of 
reconciliation; as his followers, we intend to do our utmost to overcome the 
problems and obstacles that still divide the churches.

We rejoice that the Churches in England are steadily growing closer in 
mutual trust and respect. As Presidents of Churches Together in England 
we have in common many joys and hopes, and we have much to offer and to 
receive from one another in the rich diversity of our traditions.
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We believe that in our common pilgrimage we are being led by the Holy 
Spirit, and that God the Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, is calling 
us to a deeper unity and to a greater sharing in our mission in his world.

We therefore commit ourselves to persevere in seeking a common 
understanding of Christ's message of salvation in the Gospel; in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, to work towards the visible unity of the Church of Jesus 
Christ in the one faith, expressed in common discipleship, worship, witness 
and service.
We undertake
• to develop our mutual friendship and support,
• to pray, study and work together for the unity and mission of the Church,
• to consult together on issues affecting the common good,
• to promote justice, integrity and peace,
• to speak with one voice to give common witness to Jesus Christ, as far as 
we are able.

We pray God to lead us, with all our sisters and brothers in Christ, towards 
communion in faith, life and witness; so that, united in one body by the one 
Spirit, we may together witness to the perfect unity of his love.

Commentary

Protestants do not share the same faith as Catholics, even in the Triune God. 
Before going into detail as to the contents of the declaration, it may be well to note 
the intrinsic impossibility for Catholics of believing and worshipping in common 
with non-Catholic religions.
Catholic belief or Faith, is wholly different from Protestant belief and from the 
belief exercised by adherents to other religions. Theologically speaking, one cannot 
talk of a common faith or belief.
Catholic belief is a gift from God, a theological or “supernatural virtue by which we, 
with the aid and inspiration of the grace of God, believe that the things revealed by 
Him are true, not because of the intrinsic truth of the revealed things has been 
perceived by the natural light of reason, but because the authority of God Himself 
who reveals them, who can neither deceive nor be deceived.”1 Catholic Faith is 
therefore an act of the intelligence, under the influence of divine grace, adhering to a 
set of truths because of God revealing. Man intellectually adheres to the entire set of 
truths, not because he agrees or understands them, but solely because of the authority

1 1st Vatican Council, session III, Dogmatic constitution concerning the Catholic Faith, Dz 1789 (13th ed)
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of God who presents them as true. To deny or doubt one of the truths amounts 
therefore to denying or doubting the authority of God revealing.

Protestant and non-Catholic belief / Faith fundamentally differs from Catholic belief. 
Firstly, Protestant faith is not a gift from God, it is the corruption of a gift. The sum 
of truths that make up Protestant belief are, as it were, the dregs of that Catholic 
Faith. Protestantism in its various forms and other non-Catholic religious systems do 
not come from God. Secondly, Protestant and other non-Catholic religions cannot 
call their faith a supernatural virtue acting on the intellect, allowing it to adhere to the 
things revealed by God to man. This is because all religions other than the Catholic 
Faith leave out certain parts of that Truth revealed by God to man. They do not 
accept the depositum fidei as a whole. Hence when they are said to put their faith 
into action, and profess belief, it is not the action of God that works in them by 
supernatural virtue, but rather their own selves. They move within the realm of 
personal conviction, picking and choosing what to believe only what appears 
reasonable. They do not move in the realms of supernatural faith. Luther and other 
early reformers held that man is made just and holy by faith alone. This faith they 
defined not as supernatural virtue acting on the intellect but as nothing more than 
absolute confidence in divine mercy. Hence Protestant faith wells up from within and 
has nothing to do with Truth. It is more an emotion, a sentiment, a feel good in God 
attitude.

One can only conclude that it is impossible for Catholics and Protestants, of 
whatever denomination, to make a profession of faith together. They use the same 
words, but mean different things. When Dr Carey says he believes in the Trinity, he 
acts by personal conviction. “I believe it because it is reasonable to believe it, 
because Christ who I think reasonable to believe to be God, talked about it.”

When Cardinal Murphy O’Connor declares his belief in the Trinity, he acts (that is, 
providing he is still a Catholic) solely under the influence of that supernatural virtue 
emanating for God. He acts by divine grace; he merits unto eternal life; he 
intellectually acknowledges a irrefutable truth; he adheres to it by the authority of 
God who revealed to him this momentous truth. He cannot doubt the Trinity, because 
the guardian of Christian Revelation, namely the Catholic Church alone, says Christ 
revealed it. The cardinal cannot doubt any other truth contained in Revelation, no 
matter how unreasonable it may seem, because the Catholic Faith is not a question of 
agreement or congruity to the modem world, it is a question of what God revealed to 
man, imposing upon him the duty to adhere thereto with his whole mind and soul.

We believe in the Triune God: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Because we
confess "one, holy, catholic and apostolic church" our paramount
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ecumenical task is to show forth this unity, which is always a gift of God. 
Jesus Christ revealed to us on the cross his love and the mystery of 
reconciliation; as his followers, we intend to do our utmost to overcome the 
problems and obstacles that still divide the churches.

The signatories confess a church that is one, holy, catholic and apostolic. They would 
do well to tell us of what church they speak, for it cannot be the Catholic Church, 
otherwise the good Dr Carey and his Protestant associates would never have laid 
their signature to such a declaration. The solution to this enigma is that the “one, 
holy, catholic and apostolic church” to which Cardinal Murphy O’Connor, Dr Carey 
and other non-Catholic signatories adhere to and confess with such alacrity is another 
church, a new church, a Christian Church which encloses in its bosom those various 
religious bodies that uphold the divinity of Jesus Christ. Cardinal Murphy O’Connor 
thus subscribes to a new church and counts himself one of its members, alike to Dr 
Carey. A few personal differences of opinion may for the moment divide them, but 
essentially they belong to one and the same church. The reasoning is logical. It is 
brief and simple as brief and simple as the wording of this covenant. Yet the 
consequences of such an act on the part of Cardinal Murphy O’Connor are 
disastrous. With one, simple, inoffensive signature, Murphy O’Connor has ruined 
the Church’s perennial teachings on the nature of the Church founded by Christ. By 
adhering to this “Personal Covenant between the Presidents of Churches Together in 
England,” he has rendered void every decree of the ordinary and extraordinary 
Magisteruim concerning the four marks of Christ’s Church whereby She may be 
recognised as identical to the Catholic Church. He has, unwittingly perhaps (though 
unlikely for a cardinal, doctor in theology), withdrawn his assent to those articles of 
the Catholic Faith, which every man must hold fast to if he hopes to save his soul.

A document and a signature is such a small matter, of little importance, yet St 
Thomas More, ex-chancellor of the Realm, St John Fisher, cardinal bishop of 
Rochester, and many other English and Welsh martyrs who were butchered at the 
scaffold, refused a simple signature to a document they deemed incompatible with 
Catholic doctrine. The Catholic Faith suffers no half measure.

LETTER FROM ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL

On the feast of Saints Peter and Paul, we were honoured by the presence of Father 
Black on the day of his Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee. The Solemn Mass was a 
memorable occasion. The School choir’s rendition of William Byrd’s motet,
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“Sacerdotes Domini” at the beginning was surely an inspired choice, for Byrd (by 
general consent, the greatest composer of Shakespeare’s England) was a lifelong and 
devout Catholic whose loyalty to the crown rivalled even that of Father Black’s! The 
choir, directed by Mrs Kathleen Jasper, sang Tomas Luis de Victoria’s magnificent 
Mass, “O Quam Gloriosam”. Father Black preached a moving and eloquent sermon 
on the nature of the priesthood. A celebratory luncheon was then served in 
Burghclere Village Hall. A number of our boys and girls waited at the tables and did 
so in so professional and good-natured a fashion as to attract many favourable 
comments. The day concluded with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.

Just one week later was the Solemn Mass and Prize giving Ceremony to mark the 
end of the School year. We were pleased to welcome Father Amaud Rostand, 
Headmaster of the Ecole Saint Bernard in Paris. Father Rostand gave a most 
interesting talk on Catholic Education. Another feature of the afternoon was an 
enchanting performance by the children of the Junior School based upon the famous 
spoof history book “1066 and all That”. This had, in fact, been previously performed 
on the eve of Father Black’s celebrations for the benefit of our former Superior. In 
the evening, a party was held which was attended by many former pupils of the 
school. It was also an occasion to say farewell to this year’s school leavers.

The last half term has been dominated by examinations: GCSEs, A levels and end of 
term examinations. The Lower VI (English) did however manage a visit to Jane 
Austen’s house and museum at Chawton, where, after a picnic lunch, they were 
given a talk on Jane Austen’s life and work. The same group also visited the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in London where we were given a very lively and 
informative introduction to the new British Galleries by Miss Edel Brucciani. The 
displays of decorative art and design from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century 
were frill of literary connexions, and there were many items of Catholic significance.

The end of another school year is a time when most of ns sink into an exhausted 
torpor. We might therefore spare a thought for Fathers Purdy and Gonzales who, 
even as I write, are running the boys ’ summer camp in Devon and Father Portugal 
who took some of the boys to Sweden to join the young people’s pilgrimage. Father 
Dreher’s work, as Headmaster, also carries on through most of the so-called “long 
vacation Those unfamiliar with the exigencies of the modern education system 
would be astonished by the mountain of paperwork and bureaucracy with which 
Father and Mr Franey (as Head of Studies) have to deal. Despite this punishing 
regime, both of them, are always on hand to help any teachers or pupils in their 
small crises and stresses.

Next year we will be offering Classical Studies as a new GCSE subject at St 
Michael’s. This will allow pupils to study aspects of ancient Greek and Roman
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civilisation through the medium of the English language, together with classical 
literature (Homer, Sophocles, Virgil, Ovid etc.) in English translation. It must be 
stressed however, that we will continue to teach Latin in the school and offer it as a 
GCSE and A level subject. We see Classical Studies as a means of strengthening 
historical understanding, of appreciating the origins and development of European 
civilisation and thought and of extending the pupils’ knowledge of the literatures that 
have had so marked an influence upon our own.

ROSARY CRUSADE OF GREAT BRITAIN

Every time that Our Lady appeared at Fatima to the three children she told them to 
“say the Rosary every day”. The Queen of Heaven made it quite clear that the 
Rosary should be an integral part of our lives. It is a prayer of great power given to 
us by God to win countless graces for us here on earth, a prayer loved by the Popes 
and the Saints. Many wonderful promises have been made if we say the Rosary 
regularly, and many extraordinary events have taken place as a result of it.

Our Rosary Crusade numbers 230 members who have agreed to say at least one 
decade daily for a year. The intentions of the Crusade are given below and you can 
see that they cover the whole purpose and mission of the Society in Great Britain. If 
you would like to enrol for a year, then please just fill in the form below and send it 
to Father Rolph at St George’s House.

We have just sent out to current members the first issue of the Rosary Crusade 
Newsletter. The Newsletter will be sent out on alternate months with the District 
Newsletter, the next issue being September. The aim is to give some spiritual 
nourishment and encouragement to members and also to give the opportunity for 
prayer requests, comments and personal anecdotes etc. We hope for many new 
members to build up the prayers needed for our district.

Father Rolph, Chaplain
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Intentions of the Rosary Crusade:

1. The reign of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the triumph of the Sorrowful and 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

2. The ministry of the Society of St. Pius X in Great Britain.

3. The sanctification of the members of the Society and for many new priestly 
and religious vocations in the district.

4. The sanctification and salvation of the members of our families.

5. The conversion of Great Britain.

A mass is offered once a month for the members and intentions of the Rosary
Crusade.

Join the Rosary Crusade by completing the form below:

cut off and mail in

ENROLMENT FORM

Surname, Christian Name:

Address:

Tel No.Postcode

Date.............................................
I am enrolling in the Rosary Crusade, for one year and undertake to 
say: 1 or 2 decades.... 5 decades...15 decades... every day (These are 
purely personal undertakings and any case of forgetfulness or 
omission does not constitute a sin)

To be returned to: St George's House, 125 Arthur Road, London SW19 7DR

29



CHANGES OF MASS CENTRE

GREAT MISSENDEN Masses at the Great Missenden Centre for the next 
two months will be on August 29th and September 26th, both at 7.30pm.

CHELMSFORD (Replacing Southend). Mass will be celebrated on the first 
Tuesday of each month, and the next Mass will be on Tuesday 6th August and 
3rd of September at 7.30pm in the British Legion Hall, New London Road, 
Chelmsford.

OXFORD From August 4th, the Oxford Mass Centre will be located in the 
N.O.C.C. at 17 Middlewav. Siimmerfnwn. Oxford

NEW MASS CENTRE AT BRIGHTON 
THE CHAPEL OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

2 Hollingdean Street, Brighton

We are very pleased to announce that the Mass Centre at Patcham Memorial 
Hall will shortly move to a newly-renovated chapel at No.2 Hollingdean 
Street, Brighton. There will be a Mass of Thanksgiving for the inauguration of 
the new chapel on Saturday 5th October at 12.00 noon. A buffet lunch will be 
served after the Mass, to which everyone is invited. We are very pleased to 
extend our invitation to all of you, and we look forward to seeing as many of 
you as possible at this historic event. Full details will be sent to all Mass 
centres in due course.

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
15TH AUGUST 2002

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION AND DEVOTION

Bristol
Burghclere
London (St Josephs)
London (St Georges)
Portsmouth
Taunton
Woking

11.00am
12.00noon
I. 00pm and 7.00pm
II. 00am 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 
7.30pm
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Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Walsingham on Saturday,
17 August 2002

For the Solemn Consecration “of 
our ourselves, our families, our 
country” to the Sorrowful and 

Immaculate Heart of Mary

Pilgrims should meet at 
the Slipper Chapel at 1pm 

for the Procession into 
Wasingham, where Mass 
will be celebrated in the 

Abbey grounds.

DETAILS OF COACH DEPARTURES FROM LONDON

Outward Journey
VICTORIA, GROSVENOR HOTEL 

Buckingham Palace Road 8.15am

8.35amWATERLOO, Shell Centre

8.50amLIVERPOOL STREET, Great Eastern Hotel

9.00amSTRATFORD Rail/Bus Station

Return Departure
WALSINGHAM to LONDON 5.00pm approx.

COST: £18 return (adult) £10 return (children 4-14 years)

Bookings taken at: The Repository, SS Joseph and Padam
The Repository, Church of the Holy Cross, Woking 
St George’s House, Wimbledon (Father King)

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS PILGRIMAGE IN LARGE NUMBERS 31



DEATH NOTICES 
Requiescant in Pace

■5-
Of your charity please pray for the repose of the soul of: 

MRS VIOLETTE TERESA DALY 
GODFREY GILBERT OF GRAYS, ESSEX

Please pray for the following whose anniversaries occur about this time:

AUGUST
Father Louis Coache, Father Michael Cresswell, Brother Joseph, C.SS.R., William 
Roger, Mrs Young-Bateman, Lucy Cheffers, Moira Campbell, Adophine Rhead, 
Patricia Grimer, Mrs Maxwell, Irene Marshall, Mary Clarihew, Joseph Bolton, Amy 
Lynch, Mrs Mather, Joseph McAsey, John Galloway, Angela Cookson, Winifred 
Kenny, Nora Walsh, Catherine Livesey, Irene Bowman, Norah O’Brien, May Wood, 
Mary Davis, Winifred Conway, Elise Dening-Smitherman, May Holden, Geoffrey 
Backus, Francesco Trapani, James Havelock-Walker, Lilian Nicholson, James 
Glynn, Margaret Saunders, Reginald Hill, Anne Teresa Callaghan, Norah McIntyre,
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Sheila Tree, Mary Malloy, John Francis Corkeran, May Ann Tibbott, Theresa 
Couldery, Mary Maguire, Josephine Boyle, Mr. H. Famworth, Aileen Grossmith, 
Cecil Russell, Winifred Walmesley, Vivian Tristram, Kathleen Baker, Edward 
Marchant, Rita McCarthy, Reginald Chapman, Anthony Codd, Catherine Derham, 
Mary Ellen Holland, Michael O’Connor, Xavier Craig.

SEPTEMBER
Father Gordon Bancks, Father George Grime, Dominic Capaldi, Gilbert May,
Donald Meacham, Helen O’Brien, Marjorie Beetholme, Eileen O’Brien, Joseph 
Hunt, Joan Scotcher, Gerard McDonough, Eunice Spender, C.W. Warburton, 
Bernadette Keenan, Leslie Belton, Helena Henderson, Michael Balfe, Charles 
Chandler, Diana Nelson, Kathleen Pond, John Kemp, Nicholas Throckmorton, 
Phillipa Reid, Frederick Smithson, Christine McLaughlin, Christina Farrell,
Desmond Niall, David Edwards, Daniel O’Connor, Anthony Allen, Audrey Du Rose, 
Eileen Carroll, Ronald Henderson, Desmond Farrell, Daniel Daly, Hugh McGovern, 
James Scott, Primitiva Teresa Balaam, Theodora Beigel.

CHANGE OF PRIESTS IN THE DISTRICT

It is with regret that I have to announce to you the departure of Father Gonzales 
who will be leaving St Michael’s school this month to go back to his country. 
Father Gonzales has been appointed to the Priory of Ridgfield, Connecticut, where 
he will perform his new ministry and will assist Father Zendejas for the preaching 
of the retreats. Father Gonzales has served the District in this country for 7 years 
and we wish to assure him of our sincere gratitude for his zeal for the apostolate 
of the children for whom he dedicated so much effort with the youth camps and 
the Holy Eucharistic Crusade. Father Gonzales will be missed as well for his 
constant dedication to the sick calls and I am sure that all who have benefited 
from his pastoral visits over these past years will not forget him in their prayers. 
We all willingly offer Father Gonzales our very best wishes for his new field of 
apostolate in his own country and we assure him of our prayers for a fruitful 
ministry in this new mission that the Divine Providence is confiding to him.

I have the pleasure, however, of announcing that we will receive Father Robert 
MacPherson, a newly ordained priest, in the District to replace Father Gonzales. 
Father MacPherson comes from British Columbia in Canada and was ordained by 
Bishop Fellay in our seminary at Winona. Father MacPherson has been appointed 
to St George’s House in order to assist us in the ministry in London and to provide 
an adequate replacement for the regular absences of Father King by the ministry 
in Sweden. _______
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CHURCHES AND MASS CENTRES

BRISTOL
Saint Saviour’s House 
Saint Agnes Avenue, Knowle 
Tel: 0117 977 5863 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday, Daily

BRIGHTON
Patcham Memorial Hall
Old London Rd
Tel: 0208 946 7916
Mass: 1430 2nd & 4th Sundays

CHELTENHAMBURGHCLERE
Saint Michael’s School Chapel, Harts Lane Women’s Institute Hall, Prestbury Road

Tel: 0117 977 5863 
Mass: 1500 1st Sunday

Tel: 01635 278 137/173
Mass: 0800 every Sunday, Daily

EDINBURGH 
Saints Margaret and Leonard 
110 Saint Leonard’s Street 
Tel: 0131 333 1237 
Mass: 1300 every Sunday

COVENTRY
Schools F.P. Association Club, 
Bonds Hospital, Hill Street 
Tel: 0121 705 0896
Mass: 1730 1st Sunday

GROOMBRIDGEGLASGOW
Saint Andrew’s Church, 202 Renfrew Stree Church of Saint Pius V, Station Road

Tel: 01892 654 372 
Mass: 1130 Is* & 3rd Sundays

Tel: 01698 852 991 
Mass: 1000 Every Sunday

HOLNEST
Garden Cottage
Tel: 01963 210 381
Mass: 1730 2nd & 4th Sundays

HERNE
Saints John Fisher & Thomas More
Church
Heme Street
Tel: 01795 880 751 (served by the 
Redemptorists)
Mass: 1100 l5t, 2nd, 3rd & 4,h Sundays

KEIGHLEY
Christ The King, Devonshire Street 
Tel: 01274 565 186 
Mass: 1330 every Sunday

ISLE OF SHEPPEY
Monastery of the Immaculate and
Sorrowful Heart of Mary
Warden Road
Eastchurch
Kent ME12 4HD
Mass 0730 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th
Sundays
(Served by the Redemptorists)

LEICESTER 
15, Knighton Park Road 
Tel: 0116-251 9232 or 270 5470 
Mass: 1730 - 3rd Sunday
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LONDON (HOLLOWAY)
Church of Saints Joseph and Padam 
Salterton Road, N7.
Tel: 020 8946 7916
Mass: 1000 & 1200 every Sunday

LONDON (WIMBLEDON)
Saint George’s House, 125 Arthur Rd
SW19 7DR
Tel: 020 8946 7916
Mass: 0800 every Sunday

MIDDLESBROUGH 
St Mary’s Centre, Corporation Road 
Tel: 0164 2325 958 
Mass: 1800 2nd Sunday

MANCHESTER
Church of St. Pius X, 16 Deer Park Road 
Tel: 01772 885 990 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday

ORKNEY ISLES
Golgotha Monastery Island
Papa Stronsay
Orkney Isles
KW17 2AR
Tel: +44(1857)616 389
Mass: 0730 and 1000 every Sunday
(Served by the Redemptorists)
PORTSMOUTH
Our Lady Help of Christians
14 Kingston Road
Tel: 02392 263 166
Mass: 1100 every Sunday

NORWICH
Belvedere Comm. Centre of
Dereham Rd
Tel: 01603 788 873
Mass: 1730 2nd & 4th Sundays

OXFORD
N.O.C.C.
17 Middleway, Summertown 
Tel: 01865 882 014 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday

RHOS ON SEA 
Saint David’s Chapel 
Conwy Rd (A547) Mochdre 
Tel: 01492 549808 
Mass: 1630 1st & 3rd Sundays

PRESTON 
Our Lady of Victories 
East Cliff, Winckley Square 
Tel: 01772 885 990 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday

WOKING
Church of The Holy Cross 
Sandy Lane, Maybury 
Tel: 01483 505 843 
Mass: 1100 every Sunday

TUNSTALL
Bradwell Lodge, Bradwell Lane 
Newcastle, Staffs.
Tel: 01782 83 4988
Mass: 1700 2nd & 4th Sundays
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SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE Aug-Sept 2002

SeptemberAugust
Mass Centre

8th 15th 22nd 29th4 th 11th 18th 25th 1st
14301430 □ □ 1430□1430 □□Brighton
10001000 10001000 100010001000 10001000Bristol

0800 0800 08000800 08000800 080008000800Burghclere
1500 □ □□ □□□ □1500Cheltenham
1730 □ □□ □1730 □Coventry

1300 13001300 13001300 1300 130013001300Edinburgh
1000 1000 1000 100010001000 100010001000Glasgow
1100 1100□1100 □□ D1100 □Groombridge

11001100 1100 11001100 1100 □11001100Heme Bay
1800 □□ □ □1800 □□□Middlesbrough
1730 17301730 □ □□1730 □□Middlemarsh
1500 □ □ □□1500 □□□Isle of Wight

1330 13301330 1330 13301330133013301330Keighley
Leicester 17301730

1300 1300 1300130013001300 130013001300Liverpool
0800 080008000800 0800080008000800 0800London (Wimbledon) 

London (St Joseph) 100010001000 100010001000 100010001000
1200120012001200 12001200120012001200
100010001000100010001000 100010001000Manchester
1800180018001800 180018001800 18001800Newcastle

□1700 □1700 □1700 □1700 □North Baddesley
1730 □1730 □1730 □1730 □Norwich □

100010001000100010001000 10001000 1000Oxford
11001100110011001100 11001100 11001100Portsmouth
100010001000100010001000 1000 10001000Preston

□□16301630 □16301630 □ □Rhos-on-Sea
143014301430143014301430 1430 1430 1430Taunton

□1700□17001700 □1700Tunstall □ □
110011001100110011001100 1100 1100 1100Woking

This Newsletter and previous issues were printed at Dakota Reprographics. 
Tel: 020 8640 9527 Email www.dakotarepro.co.uk
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