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LETTER FROM THE DISTRICT SUPERIOR

My dear Faithful,

\ This year, may this month of June, dedicated to the Most 
_.s Sacred Heart of Jesus, be a milestone in our spiritual life and

: - *n the life of our families! Our zeal to embrace and promote 
! this devotion to the adorable and most lovable Heart of Jesus 

^ w*ll bring upon our families and us an abundance of graces
and blessings. Let us be assured that our efforts to honour 
anc* *ove the ^acred Heart °f Jesus more diligently will bear 
many Suits of sanctiScation for us all and will be the most 
efficient source of peace and prosperity for our families, for 

* the Church, for our country and for the whole world.
St George’s House 

London “In the face of so many evils which today more than ever 
deeply disturb individuals, homes, nations and the whole 

world, where, venerable brothers, is a remedy to be sought? ” Pope Pius XU asked.

“Is there a devotion”, the Holy Father continues, “more excellent than that to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, one which is more in accord with the real nature of the 
Catholic Faith or which better meets the needs of the Church and the human race 
today? What act of religion is nobler, more suitable, sweeter and more conducive to 
salvation, since this devotion is wholly directed to the love of God Himself?

“Finally, what can bring the faithful to live the law of the Gospel more effectively 
than the love of Christ, which devotion to the Sacred Heart daily increases and 
fosters?

“If this law is rejected, is it possible to have genuine peace among them?” That is 
why, the Pope immediately emphasizes earnestly that: “It is our most ardent desire 
that all who glory in the name of Christian and who zealously strive to establish the 
kingdom of Christ on earth consider devotion to the Heart of Jesus as the standard 
and the source of unity, salvation and peace. ” (Pope Pius XII, Haurietis Aquas)

During this month of June, we are invited then to make an examination of 
conscience, since we glory in the name of Christian and since we claim to “zealously 
strive to establish His Kingdom on earth” saying daily: “Thy Kingdom come, on 
earth as it is in heaven”. Since the devotion to the Sacred Heart is, as the Pope 
explained, the best means to promote His Kingdom on earth, we must then examine
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how far this devotion has entered into our spiritual life and our family life. If only 
we understood the greatness and importance of this devotion and if we could fully 
realize the benefits that we would get from it, not only for ourselves but also for our 
families, for our country, for the whole world and for the Church! “There are 
additional rich and joyous blessings which this devotion brings to the Church, ” says 
Pius XII again, “the return of countless souls to the religion of Christ, the 
reanimated faith of many people and the closer union of the faithful with our most 
loving Redeemer. ”

The devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, being such a wonderful means of 
apostolate and such a efficacious remedy for the evils of the soul and of society, we 
will have, of course, recourse to it only if we are animated by the zeal for the 
conversion and sanctification of our neighbour and if we are conscious of the poor 
condition of our souls and of the tragic and appalling situation in which the Church 
and the world are struggling today. Alas, how many Christians are so blind when it 
is a question of seeing the state of their own souls and how many close their eyes to 
the depth of the crisis in the Church and the world? Unfortunately, when the sick 
man refuses to admit that he is sick and when he refuses to take his medicines, we 
know that he will eventually die. “It is truly to be lamented”, says Saint Alphonsus, 
“that many Christians perform various exercises of piety, but neglect this devotion; it 
is deservedly to be regretted, that there are many preachers and confessors, who 
inculcate many practices of piety; and never, or almost never, mention this devotion, 
which yet ought to be the chief one of every Christian. From this neglect it comes 
that souls make so little progress in virtue, continue to live in the same defects, and 
relapse even into grievous sins. ” (Introd. Noven. S.H.J.)

Actually, it is quite easy to understand the tactics of the devil who wants our 
perdition and who is fighting so fiercely for the ruin of the Church and Christian 
civilisation. His plan can be summarized in two articles:

1) To make Christians believe that the world and its spirit are more or less 
acceptable. From this first step will result the reduction in the sense of gravity 
of sin and thus Christians will not only abandon struggling against sin but they 
will follow and adopt the spirit and fashions of the world. They will gradually 
fall into all kind of sins for the ruin of their souls with all the tragic 
consequences for their families and society.

2) To make Christians neglect recourse to the remedy for their illness and 
abandon the most powerful weapons at their disposal to fight and defeat Satan, 
the world and their passions. Thus wounded and disarmed, Christians become 
harmless and powerless. From this, will result the loss of apostolic zeal and 
the missionary spirit among Christians, making the progress of the evil forces 
easy.
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Thus, it is not surprising that God who came into the world to save mankind from the 
power of Satan will propose to men a similar but radically opposite plan to escape 
this diabolical influence. Likewise, we could summarize this divine plan in two 
articles:

1) To make the children of God know the absolute opposition between the spirit 
of world and the spirit of God. “They are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world. ” (John 16.16) From this first step will result the horror of sin and 
thus Christians will undertake courageously the combat against sin and against 
all that could lead to sin, rejecting the spirit and fashions of the world they will 
gradually grow in virtue and grace. Did not Jesus begin His public ministry 
showing the example of His fight against the spirit of the world when the devil 
offered to Him “all the kingdoms of the world and their glory”: “Begone 
Satan!” was Jesus’s answer, “for it is written: The Lord thy God shalt thou 
worship and him only shalt thou serve.” (Matt. 4.10) Then the Apostles 
inculcated in us this divine teaching: “ Whosoever therefore will be a friend of 
this world, becometh an enemy of God. ” (James IV. 4) “Love not the world, 
nor the things which are in the world. If any man love the world, the charity of 
the Father is not in him. ” (1 John II. 15)

2) To make men fully aware that Jesus is the only one who has been sent into the 
world to be the divine remedy of the evils of mankind. He is the good 
Samaritan who takes care and cures its wounds, He is the only gate and the 
only good Shepherd leading men to the green pastures of heaven, He is the 
Truth, the Way and the Life, He is, in other words, the “light of men” and “to 
as many as received Him, He gave the power of becoming sons of God” (John 
1.12). Healed and strengthened by this divine life given to us by the Word 
Incarnate, Christians will automatically become zealous for spreading the good 
News of the Gospel and establishing the kingdom of Christ on earth. “I am the 
vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he bears much 
fruit. ” (John 15.5) “Go into the whole world and preach the gospel to every 
creature. ” (Mark 16.15)

The whole devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus consists precisely in putting into 
practice this divine plan and it is no wonder that Pope Leo XIII describes this 
devotion as “a most excellent form of religion” and Pope Pius XI affirms this 
devotion to be “the epitome of religion and the norm of the more perfect life which 

readily leads souls to acknowledge Christ the Lord and which more effectively 
inclines hearts to love Him more ardently and imitate Him more closely. ”

Pope Pius XII, as well, does not hesitate to describe the Sacred Heart of Jesus as this 
divine remedy which will save men from forces of evil: “a powerful remedy to cure

more
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those very same evils which today, too - beyond doubt in an even greater and more 
violent manner - afflict and vex individuals and society? ...Hence, this force of evils, 
which has so long been weighing heavily upon us, demands that the help of One be 
sought by whose power it can be driven off. Who is He, but Jesus-Christ, the only- 
begotten Son of God! 'For there is no other name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be saved.’ (Acts 4.12) We must then flee to Him, who is the Way, the 
Truth and the life. ” (Haurietis Aquas)

This devotion is then the best possible way to counter Satan’s attacks against men 
and society by putting into practice the two fold aspects of the divine plan mentioned 
above.

We must then consider devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus as a privileged means 
of sanctification as well as the special instrument of reparation given to men to 
protect them from the evils which are threatening them and the entire world.

As a special means of sanctification, this devotion will indeed gradually but 
irresistibly separate souls from the spirit of the world and will strengthen the will to 
resist and reject sin. The Sacred Heart will then attract souls to Him and to His 
service by a constant increase of love and union with Him. Dom Chautard has 
beautifully formulated in one sentence these two aspects of the divine plan which is 
summarised in the devotion to the Sacred Heart: “Oh Jesus, it is my desire that my 
heart acquire a habitual solicitude to preserve itself from every stain and to 
become more and more united to Your Heart in all my occupations, conversations, 
recreations, and so on. ” (The Soul of the Apostolate, p267)

However, devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is also a special instrument of 
reparation for all the sins committed against the Divine Majesty and particularly 
against His Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament. We must all keep present to our 
minds the strong plea of the Sacred Heart to Saint Margaret Mary, revealing to her 
the offences against Him and manifesting to her His will to find souls who will 
console Him by doing reparation through their prayers and penances. “Behold this 
Heart, which loves men so much. Yet, in return, I receive from the greater part 
only ingratitude, by their irreverence and sacrilege, and by the coldness and 
contempt they exhibit for Me in this Sacrament of love. My desire is that you 
should make reparation to my Heart for this ingratitude, and induce others to 
make reparation, ” (The Sacred Heart of Jesus to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, 15th 
June 1675)

Later on, Saint Margaret explained more explicitly how Jesus gave her to understand 
that this devotion accomplished in this spirit of reparation will save mankind from 
the abyss of perdition into which Satan wants to cast men. “He showed me that it 
was His great desire of being loved by men and of withdrawing them from the path
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of ruin into which Satan hurls such crowds of them, that made Him form the 
design of manifesting His Heart to men, with all the treasures of love, of mercy, of 
grace, of sanctification and salvation which It contains... He promised me that 
wherever this image should be exposed with a view to showing It special honour, 
He would pour forth His blessings and graces. This devotion was the last effort of 
His love that He would grant to men in these last ages, in order to withdraw them 
from the empire of Satan which He desired to destroy, and thus to introduce them 
into the sweet liberty of the rule of His love, which He wished to restore in the 
hearts of all those who would embrace this devotion. ” (St Margaret Mary)

Are we not moved, my dear faithful, by this call of Our Lord who wants to spread in 
our souls and in the world His torrents of love and mercy to snatch us from the 
power of Satan? Do we not see that the Sacred Heart, this Divine Physician of our 
souls wants to give us a wonderful remedy for our sorrows, precious succour in our 
falls, and powerful help in our weakness? If we are not touched by so much 
solicitude towards us or if we do not recognize the good Samaritan of our souls in the 
Sacred Heart, it is to be feared that we have become like so many people, more or 
less blinded about the poor state of our soul and totally unconscious of the pitiful 
state of the Church and of the world. The obvious consequence of such a disastrous 
vision of things is that the soul does not feel the need for any help nor for any 
reparation and that is why devotion to the Sacred Heart, which is so crucial for us 
and for the world, is so neglected by men and even among our faithful. Thus, we can 
understand His heartrending complaint: “I receive from the greater part only 
ingratitude. ”

But, this attitude must not find a place in our ranks! My dear faithful, let us not be 
blind or ungrateful! On the contrary, let us take advantage of this month of June to 
make a loyal examination of conscience at the foot of the Sacred Heart and let us 
renew our fervour and our devotion towards Him! Let us meditate and put into 
practice in our lives the “Act of Reparation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus” of Pope 
Pius XI. This famous and solemn Act of Reparation summarises all that we have just 
recalled: the divine plan of Our Lord along with the renunciation of the world and 
sin, our attachment to our divine Master and to His law, our zeal to promote His 
Kingdom on earth and reparation to atone for His outraged honour.

"We are now resolved to expiate each and every deplorable outrage committed 
against Thee; we are determined to make amends for the manifold offences against 
Christian modesty in unbecoming dress and behaviour, for all the foul seductions 
laid to ensnare the feet of the innocent, for the frequent violation of Sundays and 
holy-days, and the shocking blasphemies uttered against Thee and Thy 
saints ...Henceforth we will live a life of unwavering faith, of purity of conduct, of 
perfect observance of the precepts of the Gospel and especially that of charity. We



promise to the best of our power to prevent others from offending Thee and to bring 
as many as possible to follow Thee. ” (from the Act of Reparation)

Let us make this prayer a firm resolution during this month of June and may it 
become our motto for the months to come. As baptized and confirmed by the grace 
and merits of the Sacred Heart to become sons of God and soldiers of Christ, this Act 
of Reparation should be the normal disposition of our souls and the standard of our 
spiritual life. If that is not yet the case, let us at least, “suaviter” and “fortiter” (gently 
and resolutely) make today the first step in this direction.

I pray, my dear faithful, that you will hear this call that I am addressing to you today, 
on behalf of the Sacred Heart. I know that you will receive so much from Him if only 
you would allow this devotion into your life. I encourage you to embrace it willingly 
with a great spirit of faith and God will bless your families and we will see the birth 
of vocations. Also believe steadfastly, my dear faithful, that if the Sacred Heart 
reigns over your families, it will be a great step towards the coming of His reign over 
our country and so a great step towards its conversion. The best way to put this 
devotion into practice is most certainly the consecration of our families to the 
Sacred Heart Let me quote for this purpose, a beautiful passage from a letter 
written by Pope Pius XII to Father Mateo Crawley-Boevey:

“However, there is one thing We desire in a special way - and which is moreover the 
principal goal in the Work which you have propagated so long and so diligently - 
namely, that Christian families consecrate themselves to the Sacred Heart “in the 
same way that His image being installed in the place of honour in the home, as on a 
throne, Christ the Lord is seen to reign truly within the Catholic family. ” (Bened. 
XV, Epis. Libenter tuas d.d. xxvii Apr.MCMXV; A.A.S. VOL.vii, p.203). This 
Consecration is not a useless and empty ceremony, but requires of everyone that 
their lives be in harmony with Christian precepts, that they burn with an ardent love 
for the Holy Eucharist, and that they share in the Heavenly Banquet as often as 
possible; and that they strive by humble prayers addressed to God, and by works of 
holy penance to provide by all means in their power not only for their own salvation 
but also for the salvation of others. ”

I think it quite urgent that we begin a crusade of consecration of our families to the 
Sacred Heart in our district. In the terrible condition in which the Church and the 
world are languishing and in the difficult situation in which our children and our 
families are struggling to keep the Faith and the grace of God, it is urgent to plead 
with the Sacred Heart to help us and to send upon us all the graces and fruits that He 
promised to those who embrace this devotion.

Ask your priests to come to your home and have the Sacred Heart enthroned in your 
family with as much solemnity as possible. This will be one of the most important
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events in the history of your family and it would be of great value to prepare for it 
with a novena of prayers, confession and Holy Communion so as to dispose your 
souls well for receiving an abundance of grace prepared and attached by God to it.

“Recommend this devotion to all the faithful, as a most solid devotion, one best 
calculated to overcome their passions, to secure peace, to root out defects, to obtain 
a fervent love of God, and to reach in a short time a high perfection. My Heart will 
abundantly pour out Its riches upon all that devote themselves to the same. ” (Sacred 
Heart to Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque)

Very sincerely yours in the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Father Jacques Emily

Au..RENEWAL OF THE CONSECRATION OF THE FAMILY TO 
THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

Most Sweet Jesus, humbly kneeling at Thy feet, we renew the 
consecration of our family to Thy Divine Heart. Be thou our King 
forever. In Thee we have full and entire confidence. May Thy spirit 
penetrate our thoughts, our desires, our words and our works. Bless 
our undertakings, share in our joys, in our joys, in our trials, and in our 
labours. Grant us to know Thee more, to serve Thee without faltering.

By the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Queen of Peace, set up Thy kingdom in our country. Enter 
closely into the midst of our families and make them Thine own through the solemn 
Enthronement of Thy Sacred Heart, so that soon one cry may respond from home to home: May 
the Triumphant Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved, blessed and glorified forever! Honor and 
glory to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Sacred Heart of Jesus protect our families.

Indulgence of 300 days
PROMISES OF JESUS TO THOSE WHO HONOUR HIS SACRED HEART

1. I will give them all the graces necessary for their state of life.
2. I will establish peace in their families.
3. I will bless every house in which the picture of My Heart shall be exposed and honoured.
4. I will console them in their difficulties.
5. I will be their refuge during life and especially at the hour of death.
6. I will shed abundant blessings upon all their undertakings.
7. Sinners shall find in My Heart a fountain and boundless ocean of mercy.
8. Tepid souls shall become fervent.
9. Fervent souls shall rise speedily to great perfection.
10.1 will give to priests the power of touching the hardest hearts.
11. Those who propagate this devotion shall have their names written in My Heart never to be blotted

out.
12.1 promise You, in the excessive mercy of My Heart, that My all-powerful love will grant to all who 

communicate on the first Friday of the month for nine consecutive months, the grace of final 
penitence; they shall not die in My displeasure nor without their sacraments: My Divine Heart shall 
be their safe refuge in this last moment.
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Extracts from Mgr Fellay’s Interview with Monde et Vie

Interview given to Radio-Courtoisie 11 April 2002. His Lordship was interviewed by 
Claude Giraud and Fr Alain Lorans, Rector of the University Institute of St Pius X, 
and on 13 April by Michele Reboul at St Nicolas de Chardonnet.

Monde et Vie (MV): My Lord, 
would you give us an update on the 
negotiations between the Fraternity of 
St. Pius X. and the Vatican with a 
view to an eventual agreement.

Mgr Fellay:
adopted a dual approach with us since 
I recently received two letters, one 
from Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, and the other from Cardinal 
Castrillon Hoyos, Prefect of the 
Congregation of the Clergy and of the 
Ecclesia Dei Commission. In a letter dated 16th March 2002, Cardinal Ratzinger 
replied to a letter I had written in or around Christmas last year. I had made a 
number of objections concerning remarks he had made on the Mass at Fongombault. 
And in this letter of 16th March, received on 19th, Feast of St. Joseph, he proposed a 
joint theological study in which both Vatican and Fraternity theologians would 
examine the matter. Cardinal Castrillon also wrote to me on 5th April last in 
response to my letter of 22nd June 2001. He also invited me to renew contacts.

The Vatican has

MV: Will you accept this offer of a joint theological study? When will it begin? 
Who will be the theologians representing both parties and what is its objective?

Mgr Fellay: We will give a positive reply, as with every appeal Rome makes to us, 
but it is still too early to choose the date and the members of this working party, and 
the manner in which we will discuss the Mass. We will take advantage of this 
opportunity during these discussions to remind the Vatican of our preliminary 
request concerning the Mass, namely: that every priest who wishes to say the old 
Mass is authorised to do so without conditions attached.

MV: Given the Ecclesia Dei Indult of 1988, every priest, provided he signs an 
agreement that he is in Communion with the Vatican, has permission to say the old 
Mass and since in a 14-year period only about 200 have asked for it, and 
furthermore, since, even with the Pope’s authorisation, the majority of priests will 
not say it so as not to draw the bishops’ adverse attention to themselves, what change

10



will this complete liberation of the Mass bring about, apart from the fact of not 
having to sign anything?

Mgr Fellay: It will change everything because we will give the Mass back its 
rightful position. Once the injustice over the Mass has been removed, grace will 
return and the eyes of the blind will be opened.

MV: Cardinal Medina, Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship, in answer 
to a journalist’s question, whether there would soon be an agreement between the 
Fraternity of St. Pius X. and the Vatican, replied that an agreement with the 
“schismatic” Fraternity didn’t seem close, since it rejected the New Mass as 
“invalid”. What do you think of this position?

Mgr Fellay: I found Cardinal Medina’s judgement to be very harsh. He accuses us 
of being schismatic. Now, if the priests of Campos were not in schism, then we are 
not since our doctrinal position is the same. Moreover, we have always said that the 
New Mass is valid, the matter, form and intention required by the Church are 
present. However, it is dangerous to the Faith, it is a poison, it does not nourish the 
soul and the faithful, without their realising it, are dying through lack of 
nourishment.

MV: By desiring that every priest can choose to celebrate the old or new Mass, you 
are granting equal status to a rite, which you reject, and a rite that you say is the only 
one in conformity with the Catholic Faith. Why not call for the rejection of the new 
Mass and the new Sacraments?

Mgr Fellay: We can’t ask for everything at once. If Rome permits the Tridentine 
Mass, that will be a sign, a first step, that Rome is returning to Tradition.

MV: You say that you are not in a hurry, that you want to take your time, but given 
the age, 82 in May, and the state of Pope John Paul II’s health, is it not a risk?

Mgr Fellay: What is at stake here is so profound that we are touching upon eternal 
truths. The more the crisis in the Church continues, the more it does harm, for 
millions of souls are being lost, even so, I refuse to allow myself to be put into a 
comer by a Papal personality and say that it is “now or never”. If we think that the 
Church is a supernatural reality, and it is, since Christ is its Head, the crisis in the 
Church can only be limited in time. My perspective on the Church is a supernatural 
one: God will restore order and Rome will be converted.

MV: What do you think of the status of the proposed Apostolic Administration?
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Mgr Feilay: It is a wonderful Rolls Royce since we would have ordinary 
jurisdiction, but we are holding back because of the many nails on the road. Assisi, 
ecumenical pluralism, the demolition of the fundamentals of the Faith.

MV: Even if Pope John Paul II wishes the “reconciliation” of the Fraternity, will he 
not find himself in opposition to the majority of those bishops who refuse it?

Mgr Feilay: Cardinal Castrillon declared, “an agreement with the Fraternity of St. 
Pius X. is almost impossible because of the opposition of the European bishops”. 
The real solution is to be found in supernatural means, in fidelity to doctrine and the 
unchanging Truth. That’s why if Rome is not ready to defend the Mass, to commit 
herself to protecting it, to allow it to live, then she is not ready to let us live. If the 
Mass can shed its light once more in public, there will follow visible effects, benefits 
for civil society especially for the salvation of souls,

END OF INTERVIEW.

Saint Ignatius Retreats
St. Saviour’s House

St. Agnes Avenue 
Bristol BS4 2DU

Tel: (0117) 9775863 or (0117) 9777738

uWe have always held in great esteem the practice of the Spiritual Exercises especially such as your 
founder St. Ignatius established by a special inspiration from heaven. Therein one finds an 
admirable efficacy for reforming morals andfor renovating Christian souls. ” (Saint Pius X)

Men: Monday 8,h July 2001 (12:00 am) - 
Saturday 13 July 2001 (12:00 am)

Monday 5,h August 2001 (12:00am)
Saturday, 10,h August 2001 (12:00 am)

All those who wish to register for these retreats, please send your application to:

Miss Hilary MacDonald
St. Saviour’s House 

St. Agnes Avenue
Bristol BS4 2DU 

Tel. (0117) 9713201

Women:

Donation: £90.00
Nobody should be prevented from attending a retreat because of financial difficulties. Please don’t hesitate 

to indicate to a priest the help you might need to pay for your retreat People attending the retreat who arc able to 
give more and benefactors are invited to provide help for those in difficulty. Thank you very much.

We strongly recommend that you take advantage of these retreats to be a missionary and to invite friends 
and relatives to the retreat

A.M.D.G.
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Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Walsingham on Saturday, 
17 August 2002
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Consecration of the District of Great Britain to the Immaculate Heart of Mary

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, in this tragic hour of humanity’s history we have recourse to thee and 
still more in this unprecedented tempest shaking the Church from top to bottom. Thou, who once 
stood at the foot of the Cross and shared so intimately in the sufferings of thy divine Son, how couldst 
thou not have compassion today on the Church, His Mystical Body.

O Immaculate Heart of Mary. Rcfligc of Sinners, Mediatrix of all graces, our divine Lord has given 
thee to us as our ultimate recourse in obtaining our salvation in the midst of the infernal anguish that is 
relentlessly pressing down upon the world, the Church, and all the priests and the faithful. He wishes 
to spread throughout the world devotion to thy Immaculate Heart, so that this blessed heart attracts the 
souls of poor sinners along the path to heaven, that it may be the true home from which the ardent fire 
of divine Love is cast upon the earth, the never-ending source of the living waters of His mercy.

Sweet Heart of Mary, thou art the refuge and salvation of all those who faithfully consecrate 
themselves to thee: we arc certain, therefore, of finding in thy loving heart the consolation of our 
sufferings and strength in the storms that assail us on all sides.

Conscious of our weakness in resisting the attacks of hell, of our inability in relying upon ourselves to 
remain faithful to our gentle Saviour, we come to thee, prostrate before thy throne, imploring thy most 
gentle protection. (Continued)
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Consecration of the District of Great Britain to the Immaculate Heart of Mary (Continued)

In this year, during our national pilgrimage to thy holy shrine of Walsingham, we consecrate to thee, 
0 Immaculate Mary, the District of Great Britain of the Fraternity of St Pius X, all its priests and 
religious, all its priories and chapels, our school and all the faithful who worship in the district. We 
entrust and give this entire work to thy Immaculate Heart, so that it may truly be thy Dowry.

Before all the angels and saints of heaven, O Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, all the priests and 
faithful of the District of Great Britain choose thee to be their queen, and offer themselves body and 
soul to thy sorrowful and immaculate heart and consecrate themselves to it with all their belongings.

The District of Great Britain is thine, O Virgin most powerful, so that in thy hands, rich in mercy, it 
becomes through thee a constant source of grace and blessing.

O Mother of the Eternal High Priest, grant that the priests remain faithful to their priesthood, to the 
holy sacrifice of the Mass, in its ancient Roman Rite, a venerable source of every grace. O faithful 
Virgin, keep them strong in the Faith in combating the many heresies of today; may they be devoted 
servants of the Church so tragically shaken to its very foundations. May they be joyful in hope and 
filled with a burning charity. Direct all their thoughts and actions only to the well-being of souls in 
the fulfilment of thy gentle will.

In thy maternal love protect all the religious of the District: may they imitate thee in thy hidden life 
and so discover the grace of contemplation by standing at the foot of the Cross and receiving the 
necessary graces to console the Heart of thy divine Son so wounded by the sins of men.

May thy gentle reign extend over all the families who entrust themselves to the Fraternity of St Pius 
X; may they belong to thee without reserve each day striving to be more faithful. Grant them the light 
and the strength to fight the good fight of Faith to resist and to defend themselves against the insidious 
and perverse attacks of the present age.

May all the work undertaken in the District be to God’s greater glory and the salvation of souls. O 
Immaculate Mary, because it is thine, may it withstand the assaults of the devil; may the District of 
Great Britain be the refuge in which thou wilt dry up the tears of all; where thou wilt always succour 
the poor and the weak, and where thou wilt banish hatred and make our conduct gentle.

Immaculate Mary, may every soul in the District wounded by sin find charity once more through 
reconciliation with its Redeemer. May the Christian soul, troubled by error and bruised by the 
attractions of the world find comfort and strength to begin the fight once more.

Grant that all may become docile instruments of thy immaculate love in bringing back to thy throne 
through the sacrifice of the Cross a great number of souls in danger of eternal perdition. Then thy 
Immaculate Heart will reign forever.

O Mary, thou art powerful as an army in battle array and we so weak and the enemy so strong in its 
arrogance. But the enemy knows the strength of thy love and the majesty of thy countenance. Save 
us. Beneath thy standard, consecrated to thee, we feel certain of victory.

O Sorrowful Heart of Mary deign to accept our humble prayers and the total gift of ourselves. Obtain 
for us through this consecration the grace to be able to say before thy throne one day in the presence 
of all the angles and saints ‘Thou art all fair, O Mary; thou art the joy, the honour of our people!” 
Amen.
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Si scires donum Dei - If Only You Knew The Gift Of God
Fr Reg Garrigou-Lagrange, OP

Several devout souls have expressed to me the pain they feel on seeing in certain 
places almost all the faithful leave the church together as soon as the Mass, at which 
they have taken Holy Communion, is over. Moreover, it is a custom which is 
becoming more and more widespread even in many Catholic boarding schools and 
colleges, where formerly the pupils, who had gone to Holy Communion, remained in 
the chapel for about 10 minutes after Mass forming the habit of making their act of 
thanksgiving, and the better among them kept this practice all their lives.

In those days, to show the necessity of making a thanksgiving, the fact in the life of 
St Philip Neri was often quoted when he had two altar boys carrying lighted candles 
accompany a lady leaving the church immediately after the end of the Mass at which 
she had taken Holy Communion. How many times that well deserved lesson was 
told, a lesson which often bore fruit! But today we adopt cavalier attitudes with 
almost everyone, treating those both above and below us as if they were equal to us, 
and it is no different with our Blessed Lord. If this were to continue there will be, as 
has been said, many communions and few true communicants. If zealous souls don’t 
react against this trend the spirit of mortification and true and solid piety will slowly 
be destroyed and yet our Lord is always the same and our duty of gratitude towards 
Him is not changed.

After a gift has been received, is thanksgiving not a duty, and should it not be in 
proportion to the value of the gift bestowed? When we offer something of value to a 
friend, we are rightfully saddened if he has not taken the trouble to send a word of 
thanks. This is a frequent occurrence today and if there is in this off-handedness, 
which borders upon ingratitude something hurtful, what shall we say of the 
ingratitude shown to our Blessed Lord, whose gifts are by comparison of infinitely 
greater value than ours? Jesus Himself said after the miraculous cure of the 10 lepers 
when only one came back to thank Him, “where are the other nine?” They had been 
miraculously cured and didn’t even come and say thank you.

Now, at Holy Communion, we receive a benefit far superior to the miraculous cure 
of a bodily disease. We receive the very Author of salvation and an increase in 
grace, which is the seed of glory or eternal life already begun; we receive an increase 
in charity, the greatest of the virtues, which gives life and animates all the others, the 
very principle of merit.

Jesus often thanked His Father for all His blessings, in particular the Incarnation and 
Redemption; with all His heart, He thanked His Father for having revealed the 
mystery to all His little ones; upon His Cross He gave thanks “consumatum est” (it is
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finished). He never ceases to give thanks in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass where He 
is the main priest. Thanksgiving is one of the four ends of sacrifice, forever united 
with adoration, supplication, and reparation. And even after the end of the world, 
when the last Mass will have been said, and sacrifice, properly speaking, will be no 
more, but will have achieved its consummation, when supplication and reparation 
will have ceased, adoration and thanksgiving will always remain and be expressed in 
the Sanctus, the hymn of the elect for all eternity. So now we understand how 
interior souls have been anxious for some time to have thanksgiving Masses offered, 
in particular on the second Friday of the month, to make up for the ingratitude of 
men and many Christians who scarcely know how to say thank you any more, even 
after being recipients of the greatest benefits. If there is anything that demands a 
special thanksgiving it is the institution of the Eucharist by means of which Jesus 
determined to remain really among us, continuing in a sacramental way the offering 
of His sacrifice and nourishing our hearts more frequently and better than the finest 
foods can nourish our bodies. Here it is not simply a matter with feeding ourselves 
with the thought of a saint, but of being nourished by Jesus Christ Himself the 
fullness of grace, which is in His saintly Soul united personally to the Word and the 
Divinity.

Through the Eucharist He gives Himself to us, assimilating us to Him. St Nicholas 
of Flue used to say,, “O Lord Jesus, take me from myself, and give myself to Thee”, 
but let us add, “Lord Jesus, give Thyself to me, so that I can belong totally to Thee”. 
It is the greatest gift we can ever receive.

And would that not deserve a special thanksgiving? Therein lies the aim of devotion 
to the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus. How hurtful is the ingratitude of one who cannot 
say thank you after communion to Jesus who gives Himself to us.

Have the faithful who leave church almost immediately after communion forgotten 
that Real Presence abides in them under the sacramental species for about a quarter 
of an hour after communion? And can they not keep company with their Divine 
Guest for this short space of time? How can they not understand their lack of 
reverence? Our Blessed Lord is calling us, He is giving Himself to us with so much 
love and we have nothing to say to Him, we do not want to listen to Him for a few 
moments.

The Saints, in particular St Theresa, as Bossuet likes to recall, have often said the 
thanksgiving after receiving the Blessed Sacrament is for us the most precious 
moment in the spiritual life. The essence of the sacrifice of the Mass is of course in 
the double consecration, but it is through communion that we ourselves participate in 
this sacrifice of infinite value.
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At this moment, there ought be a contact of our soul with the sacred Soul of Jesus 
personally united to the Word, an intimate union of His human intelligence, 
illumined by the light of glory, with our intelligence so often obscured and forgetful 
of its great duties, impervious in some way with regard to things of God. Also there 
ought to be a no less profound union of the Human Will of Christ, immutably fixed 
in the good, with our wavering will and finally there should be a union of our 
sensitivity, at times so troubled, with His pure sensitivity. In our Saviour’s 
sensitivity there are the two virtues of strength and virginity, which fortify and make 
chaste souls that approach Him.

Now Jesus only speaks to those that listen to Him, only to those that are not 
voluntarily distracted, we should not only reproach ourselves for directly willed 
distractions, but also for those indirect distractions coming from our negligence in 
not considering what we ought to consider, in not willing what we should will, in not 
doing what we ought to do. This negligence is a source of a host of sins of omission, 
which pass almost unnoticed in the examination of conscience because there is 
nothing positive in them; they are characterised by the absence of what should be 
there. Many people finding themselves without sin, because they have done nothing 
mortal, are full of negligences indirectly willed and consequently they are guilty. Let 
us not neglect the duty of thanksgiving as happens too often today. What fruit can 
communion bring forth if it is done in such an off-hand manner?

In certain countries, alas, many priests themselves make no thanksgiving so to speak 
after their Mass. Others confuse it with the obligatory and more or less recollected 
recitation of a part of their Divine Office, so that there is no longer enough personal 
piety in them to enliven from within the official piety of the minister of God. Much 
sadness comes from this: how can the priest who is barely any longer sustained by 
the Divine life communicate it to others, how can he respond to the deep spiritual 
needs of starving souls, who sometimes, after addressing themselves to him, go away 
even more sad and wonder anxiously where they can find what they are looking for? 
Often souls that are truly hungry and thirsty for God, who have received a great deal, 
and in the midst of great difficulties have to make a great effort to help those around 
them who are spiritually dying, hear it said: ‘‘don’t give yourself so much trouble, 
you are doing more than you need to”, what then would become of the fire of charity 
and how would our Lord’s words be verified, “I have come to cast fire upon the earth 
and would that I saw it kindled already”, “I have come that you may have life, and 
that you may have it in abundance”? A truly pious person who reproached himself 
for not having sufficiently thought of the Holy Communion received that morning 
received this reply: “We don’t think either of the meal we had a few hours ago”. 
This was the reply of a practical Naturalism, which had lost sight of the immense 
distance separating the Eucharistic Bread from ordinary bread. The state of mind 
that expresses itself in this way obviously couldn’t be further removed from the 
contemplation of the Eucharistic ministry and it comes from the habitual neglect with
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which one receives the most precious gifts of God. One ends up by no longer seeing 
their value, a value which one knows only in a theoretical way and the advice given 
in no way brings souls to an intimate union with God. It does not go beyond the level 
of casuistry, which is only concerned with knowing what is obligatory so as to avoid
sin.

That can go far; one thus forgets that every Christian must tend towards the 
perfection of charity in virtue of the supreme precept “thou shalt love the Lord your 
God with your whole heart, with your whole soul, with your whole mind, with your 
whole strength” (Luke 10,27). By following this path, the priest and religious would 
forget also that there is not only a general, but a special obligation to tend towards 
perfection, so as to daily fulfil his sacred function in a more holy manner and to be 
more united to our Lord.

In certain periods in the history of monastic orders, some religious, after the 
celebration of their private Mass, would only attend the conventual Mass, even on 
feast days, if it were canonically certain that they were obliged to do so. If they had 
performed their thanksgiving well, would they have come to judge matters in this 
way?

Casuistry tended to prevail over spirituality, considered as something secondary. 
The day we consider intimate union with God as a secondary thing, we are no longer 
tending towards perfection, we are losing sight of the meaning and import of the 
supreme precept “thou shalt love the Lord your God with your whole heart, with 
your whole soul, with your whole mind, with your whole strength”; our judgement is 
no longer the judgement of wisdom, we are beginning to slide down the slope of 
spiritual foolishness.

Through the neglect spoken of at the beginning of this article, we arrive gradually at 
this state.

Neglect of thanksgiving ends in neglect of adoration, which would now be only 
exterior, and in neglect of supplication and reparation. The four ends of sacrifice 
would also be lost from sight, by often giving oneself over to very secondary things, 
which moreover lose also their real moral and spiritual value as soon as they are no 
longer enlivened by union with God. Every gift demands thanksgiving and a gift 
beyond measure demands a proportionate thanksgiving. Since we are incapable of 
offering such to God, let us ask Mary our Mediatrix to come to our aid and to obtain 
from her participation in the thanksgiving she offered God after the sacrifice of the 
Cross, after the Consummatum est, after the thanksgiving she made at the Mass of 
the Apostle St John, who really continued substantially upon the altar the sacrifice of 
Calvary. The very frequent neglect of thanksgiving after Holy Communion comes 
from the fact that we don’t know sufficiently well the gift of God: si scires donum
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Dei. Let us humbly but eagerly ask our Blessed Lord for the grace of a great spirit of 
faith that will enable to “realise” each day a little better the value of the Eucharist; let 
us ask for the grace of a supernatural contemplation of this mystery of faith, that is to 
say, a knowledge through experience which proceeds from the gifts of intelligence 
and wisdom and which is the principal of a fervent thanksgiving insofar as one is 
more conscious of the greatness of the gift received.

Rome, the Angelicum 
Fr Reg Garrigou-Lagrange

PRECIOUS MINUTES
“It is necessary to make a thanksgiving after Communion. There is no prayer 
more dear to God. We must occupy this time in acts of love and in prayers. The 
devout acts of love which we then make have greater merit in the sight of God 
than those we make at other times because they are animated by the presence of 
Jesus Christ who is united to our souls. And as to prayers - St Teresa says that 
Jesus, after Communion, remains in the soul, as on a throne of grace, and says to 
it: “What wilt thou that I do for thee? Soul, I am come from heaven on purpose to 
bestow grace upon thee; ask me what thou wilt, and as much as thou wilt, and 
thou shalt be heard.” Oh what a treasure of graces do thou lose who pray but a 
short time to God after Holy Communion.” (St Alphonsus)

A BIG

THANK YOU
FROM

FATHER ROLPH

I have been absolutely delighted at the wonderful response to my appeal in the 
last newsletter. Financial help to contact all the Bishops and priests of the 
District of Great Britain has poured in and will go a long way to supplying them 
with a good information pack. With your gifts came many kind and interesting 
letters containing many good wishes and prayers for me as I settle into the 
Society. I would like to thank you all for your generosity and thoughtfulness. 
As we approach the time of being able to send out the letters, please pray much 
for the Bishops and Priests living in our District and, please God, the lay people 
they may bring to Tradition.
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BOOK FEATURE
Iota Unum

A Study of Changes in the Catholic Church in the XXth Century. 
By Romano Amerio

Translated from the Second Italian Edition by Rev John P Parsons

Review by Dr Gerard Daly

The following is the second of three instalments of the review of the above book The 
first instalment appeared in the April - May 2002 Newsletter.

The Second Vatican Council

The council provided the opportunity for the Modernisers to effect their revolution in 
the Church. Intrigue and coordinated action by an organised group of Modernist 
bishops and their supporters led to the preparatory work done for the Council being 
rejected "from the first session onward" (p82). Pope Paul VI allowed the schema 
prepared for the Council to be "recast by a new commission" (p82) and thus 
"breaking the legal framework" (p82) of the Council. The normal rule of a two 
thirds majority for voting at the Council was overruled by the pope, who allowed 
there to be a simple majority. The members of the new preparatory commissions 
were mainly Modernists. Thus Amerio concludes there had been "... a reshaping of 
the ten conciliar commissions, and the elimination of the whole of the preparatory 
work, so that of the twenty original schemas, only the one on the liturgy remained. 
The general spirit of the texts was changed..." (p86). And in all this, Pope Paul VI 
"generally supported the modernizing tendency in the council" (p89). Pope Paul VTs 
closing speech to the council receives scathing criticism from Amerio for its 
contradictions. The speech refers to what Amerio describes as "the new relation of 
the Church to the world", but Pope Paul VI was too vague as to what the purpose 
was.

The Post Conciliar Period

The period after the council has, according to Amerio, been one in which the 
"council itself was left behind" (p99). Modernists refer to the "spirit of the council" 
to justify the numerous experiments in the liturgy and in teachings. As Professor 
Amerio states, so much error and innovation has been introduced by Modernist 
priests and bishops in the cover of "the spirit of Vatican II", which is a catch-all 
excuse to justify the worst excesses and abuses in the Liturgy and teachings of the 
Church: "... the appeal to the spirit of the council is a doubtful proceeding, especially 
when made by those who want to go beyond its decrees; it is a convenient pretext for
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attributing to the council a particular individual's desire for change" (p.100). 
Professor Amerio criticises the decrees of the Council, and the Papal speeches at the 
time, as ambiguous, contradictory, and constituting departures from Tradition and 
innovations. Those Indultists who believe that the decrees of the Council were in 
keeping with Tradition, and refer to the present problems as "abuses" or 
misinterpretations of the Council, will find little to support this in Iota Unum. As 
Professor Amerio points out, "although the council, as is customary, left behind it a 
commission for the authentic interpretation of its decrees, that commission never 
issued any interpretations and is never referred to by anyone" (p.102). How can 
Indultists claim the Council's decrees have been wrongly interpreted by Modernists 
when no official interpretation was given? Moreover, Professor Amerio cites many 
examples of the hierarchy, including the post-conciliar Popes, failing to resist these 
abuses and innovations, and in many cases encouraging the development of a new 
Church. Professor Amerio regards the Council as providing the opportunity for the 
breakdown in the unity of doctrine, the discipline and authority, that had held the 
Church to Tradition and resisted previous attempts at innovation.

It is very clear to Amerio that the "innovators" since Vatican II take the council as 
the beginning of a new church, in which the historical Church is denigrated. Amerio 
states "This conviction that a great innovation has occurred in the Church, attested by 
the universal change in everything from ideas to material objects to terminology, is 
also apparent in the continual reference made to the faith of the second Vatican 
Council, while abandoning reference to the one Catholic Faith, which is the faith of 
all the councils" (pi 15).

Amerio shows that the period after the Second Vatican Council is also characterised 
by a renunciation of Pope Paul VI of his authority and from exercising his governing 
and specifically his discipline role in the Church. Amerio cites the example - among 
others - of the outright disobedience of many in the hierarchy to Humanae Vitae, 
toleration of the heretical teachings of Hans Kung, and the proliferation of 
catechisms that teach error. The reform of the Holy Office has meant that an 
effective instrument for discipline in the Church has been removed. Amerio states 
"The abolition of the Index librorum prohibitorum is a renunciation of authority: it 
purports to maintain the prohibitions entailed by the moral law, but refuses to say, 
specifically what they are; that is, it refers the consciences of the faithful to universal 
principles so that they can make the particular application themselves" (pi 59).

The post conciliar Church has also, in the spirit of pluralism and religious Liberty, 
sought to abdicate from positions where it is the main religion of the state. This is 
truly extraordinary. It is a rejection of the social reign of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
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The Organisation, Attitude and Teachings of the Church

In terms of the organisation of the Church, Amerio catalogues the mass defection of 
priests after the council, and the decline in vocations. He is particularly concerned 
with the laicization of the priesthood by those reformers who deny the "special 
supernatural character that the priesthood introduces into the human race, and by 
which a priest is separate..." (pi 89).

Amerio is also concerned about the false and unrealistic expectations that the Church 
is teaching the young. He has a chapter on the Church and Women, in which he 
condemns the feminism that has infiltrated the Church and is demanding women 
priests and even suggesting that the Holy Ghost is feminine. Amerio also points out 
the decline in the penitential spirit and the move away by the conciliar church from 
fast and abstinence. The mortification of the flesh, in a worldly oriented church, is 
too spiritual and not sufficiently in tune with the conveniences of modem living. 
Thus "... the Church's lessening of corporal privations, ostensibly inorder to increase 
interior denial, has led to an almost total disappearance of fasting from the ordinary 
life of Christian people" (p243).

The abdication from playing a role as the leading religion of states that were 
formerly Catholic has its counterpart in a similar decline in specifically Catholic 
political and social movements. Many have merged into broad based Christian 
democratic parties that have nominal, if any, Christian policies. Most have accepted 
liberal ideas, and their Catholic principles have been lost. In some cases as in 
France, the Church has declared itself neutral as to the Communists, as if the Church 
is indifferent to an atheistic party. Amerio also discusses "liberation theology", 
which though condemned by Paul VI and John Paul D, nonetheless Amerio states 
many bishops "share this Marxist, or at least entirely secular conception of the 
purpose of earthly existence" (p277).

Amerio provides a description of the breakdown in the teaching of the catechism, in 
which errors are taught, and instead of teaching revealed Truth with authority, 
Catechism as divine teaching is replaced by a search for truth. Amerio states "The 
whole present loss of direction in the Church is reflected in the crisis in catechetics. 
It displays the despising of theoretical knowledge, the uncertainty not only in 
theology but in dogma, the excessively subjective spirit, the disagreement among 
bishops, the discord between bishops and the Holy See, the rejection of the 
fundamental principles of Catholic pedagogy, the worldly and millenarian outlook 
and the anthropocentric drift of teaching in general" (p310).

Indeed the post conciliar Church displays what Amerio calls a "Pyrrhonistic" spirit, 
whereby absolute truths are denied, which is incompatible with Catholicism. Amerio 
says that Pyrrhonism attacks the principle of certainty. Catholics believe that Truth
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is independent of Man, but the conciliar church displays a belief to the contrary. 
Modem teaching in the Church emphasises that man cannot know the truth with 
certainty. Amerio also refers to the dialogue that the post conciliar church wants 
with non believers. However, instead of this dialogue being for the purpose of 
persuasion and conversion, the conciliar church engages in a search for truth with 
other parties thus putting them in equality with the True Religion.

After reading Amerio thus far it is hard to avoid the conclusion that for Amerio, the 
council unleashed a widespread confusion, disarray, and even disintegration of the 
Catholic Church. Once clear teachings have been corrupted by Modernist errors or 
reduced into meaningless phrases. The doctrinal unity and discipline held together 
by a hierarchy fulfilling their responsibilities of governing the Church and defending 
the Faith, has been lost as a result of the council. In its place has been anything goes, 
disobedience and heresy masquerading as pluralism and dialogue. The doctrinal 
rigour, the confidence in possessing the Truth, and the Apostolic mission to convert 
unbelievers - the lifeblood of the Church's mission has all been sucked out of the 
Church since the council. From reading Amerio it is apparent that the second 
Vatican council was a disaster. It broke up the unity of the catholic Church, drained 
it of its doctrinal coherence and piety, and substituted a watered down conciliar 
Catholicism, reduced in spirituality and oriented to worldly concerns, for the service 
of man rather than God.

Iota Unum
A Study of Changes in the Catholic Church in the XXth Century, 

by Romano Amerio.

Translated from the Second Italian Edition by Rev John P Parsons, 
Sarto House, Distrubuted by Angelus Press.

This book is available from Carmel Books. Please send cheque/postal 
order for £23.90 * (including postage) to:

Carmel Books, PO Box 281, Bristol, BS99 3ER

* Write to or telephone Carmel Books on 0117 953 2002 for full 
details.

Part Three will appear in the next issue of the Newsletter.
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THE DIGNITY OF WOMEN

The Misplaced Notions of Feminism

The Society of St Pius X has rightly insisted on modesty in dress especially as it 
affects women, and has spoken of the problem of women dressing as men by 
wearing trousers, and the need to wear a mantilla or hat when in Church. Some 
women may interpret this as old fashioned or even worse, as anti-women and 
chauvinistic. This is very much a feminist position, whereby equality with men is 
equated as being the same as men in all things, dress, behaviour, manner, and so on. 
It is very sad that the Church’s traditional teachings concerning women can be 
misrepresented and distorted so as to do a great injustice to the elevated view of the 
dignity of women, which the Church has instituted. The advice given by the Society 
to women is not aimed at repressing or diminishing women, but on the contrary is in 
line with wanting to maintain the dignity and distinct role of women as God created 
them. So after having discussed in previous Newsletters matters of modesty and 
men’s dress worn by women, it is appropriate to explain the intentions and theology 
behind these beliefs.

The Catholic religion, unlike others, has always taught that men and women are 
equal in worth before God, and God makes no distinction between men and women 
in the giving of graces. They are assigned by God distinct roles, which as Catholics 
we are duty bound to keep. Far from repressing women, the Catholic Church 
liberated them in a true sense. In the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony, instituted by 
Christ Himself, women were given lifelong security from divorce, something they 
did not enjoy in other religions. Alas, civil divorce has led to this security being 
reduced in modem times, but this is not something for which the Church can be 
blamed. In the highest form of worship, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, women and 
men can receive Holy Communion - again, this emphasises the true equality of men 
and women, rather than the mistaken notions of Feminists. For the Feminists really 
aim to make Women the same as Men, thus denying the distinctive quality of 
Woman. They therefore insist that unless they can be like men, women are not 
equal. This is a rejection of feminine qualities and the female role, rather than a 
liberation for women. By dressing as men by wearing trousers, the distinction 
between the sexes is blurred, and the beauty and dignity of the female role is lost. 
Equally, by dressing immodestly, the respect and courtesy and good intentions that 
women are entitled to receive from men is compromised by such immodesty. Both 
the woman who dresses immodestly and the man who may be provoked into impure 
thoughts are endangering their souls - is it not out of care and love that the Church 
seeks to protect its children by preventing occasions of sin?
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The Catholic Church has such a high and esteemed view of women that it has the 
Mother of God, the Blessed Virgin Mary. The power of Mary with God is very great 
- she is highly esteemed and loved by Jesus, her Son. She is rightly called Queen of 
Heaven. There are also the numerous female saints. St Teresa of Avila and 
Catherine of Siena are Doctors of the Church. And there are the female religious and 
their role in the teaching of the Faith as well as the governance of religious orders 
and wider influence in the Church. The false equality of modem times tells women 
that they are only equal if they are like men, whereas the true equality is that which 
preserves the separate and distinct qualities and role of being female. This includes 
dress. The Catholic religion has elevated and dignified women, and this dignity 
places a requirement of dressing and behaving in accordance with their role as 
women, and by availing themselves of the teachings of the Church. The graces given 
by God and the possibilities for spiritual development are given to men and women 
so that while having different roles, both sexes are equal with God's love. Women 
should resist the fashions of immodest dress and the false teachings of feminists that 
will deprive them of their womanhood, as well as, through birth control, of fulfilling 
their destiny of being Mothers, the centre of the home. Women should develop 
religious humility, a denial of the sel£ and like Mary, a humility in accepting their 
role, "Thy will be done". Here is the path to happiness and fulfilment in this life as 
well as a true respect and dignity. This cannot come from drinking beer with the lads 
in the pub, from immodest dress to be one of the girls, or from birth control, or from 
the relentless propaganda that says that women should have a career outside of the 
home. The pressures from society on women today are far harsher in their 
expectations of how they should dress and behave, as well as how they should look, 
than any of the teachings of the Church. Women have to look slim, sexy and 
beautiful to get on in the modem world, as well as having to perform the same as 
men in areas for which they are naturally unsuited. Catholic teachings quite rightly 
contradict these superficial and negative demands on women.

Yet the women who might criticise the Society and the Church's teachings on the 
role of women seem to be quite happy to adopt these very onerous and abominable 
demands that cause so much misery to those who don't conform to the modem image 
of the 'ideal' woman. The Church is trying to show a different path for women, one 
in which the demands placed on them are spiritual, not superficial, where women are 
not seen as sex objects or competing with men, but instead are urged on to attend to 
their souls, and to fulfil the role assigned to them by God. To frustrate this role, by 
birth control, by postponing having children, and by pursuing a career outside the 
home, has meant that women have rejected the duties imposed by God and instead 
taken on those imposed by Man. The Church in its paternal care wishes to contradict 
these burdens and expectations on women, and to reassert and conform to the 
traditional role of women as mothers and the centre of the home. For these reasons, 
the Church wishes to advise women concerning their dress as this is an important 
part of how women are regarded by others including their own children. In modem
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times the Church's teachings can be regarded as old fashioned and repressive, which 
is a travesty. The aim of the Church's teachings has been to accord a special dignity 
to women, and in our own times, the Church's teachings would liberate them from 
the unrealistic and unnatural expectations on them, which limit their opportunities for 
both spiritual development and graces and for child bearing and true happiness.

REMINDER FOR SUMMER

With the coming of the summer heat the faithful are kindly reminded to observe the rules oj 
modesty that are to be kept by all Catholics so as to comply with the Christian standards oj 
this virtue. Special attention is to be given to the attire exhibited in the House of God, if this 
holy virtue is to be kept in all circumstances.

The mode of dress nowadays seems to have caused the complete loss of a?iy sense oj 
modesty. May our faithful not succumb to this fashion from hell and always keep this great 
virtue in high esteem. As Saint Paul says, “I wish women to be decently dressed, adorning 
themselves with modesty and dignity. ” (I Tim. 2.9)

What Saint Paul says about modesty applies obviously to men as well as women. Let us not 
forget that immodesty figures in the list of the works of the flesh and that Saint Paul warns us 
very strongly about it: “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are fornication, 
uncleanness, immodesty... Of which I foretell you, as l have foretold to you, that they who do 
such things shall not obtain the kingdom of God. ” (Gal. 5.19-21)

Let us avoid the slightest danger of offending God in this area or of being an occasion oj 
temptation for our neighbour. May the fashions of the world not be our model for our attire, 
but rather the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Saints. The canonisation of Padre Pio gives us 
the opportunity to recall the extreme severity of the Saint of San Giovianni Rotondo who put 
this poster on the door of his church: “The Church is the House of God. It is forbidden for 
men to enter with bare arms or in shorts. It is forbidden for women to enter in trousers, 
without a veil on their head, in short clothing, low necklines, sleeveless or immodest 
dresses."

Since modesty is a virtue, it transcends distances and time and that is why the Church gives 
precise rules to help the faithful practice it in all circumstances. Let us be grateful to His 
Lordship Bishop Fellay for having reminded us of these rules which tend to be forgotten 
sometimes during the summer.

“Under no circumstances, is it ever permitted to wear indecent clothing. A dress, which 
does not cover a woman s knees when she is seated, can in no way be called decent. Nor can 
a skirt that is split or transparent, revealing the legs above the knees, be called modest or 
decent. In the same way, no outfit-either for men or for women- which hugs the body and 
accentuates its shape, is decent.

As for low necklines and bare shoulders, here is what the Cardinal Vicar of Pope Pius XI had 
to say: “No dress which is cut lower that two fingers width below the base of the neck, or 
which does not cover the arms at least to the elbows, can be called decent”.

These are the general rules of dress. When in church, one must be even more careful to dress 
II in a manner befitting the holiness of the House of God.”

Bishop Bernard Fellay
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ROCHESTER TO CANTERBURY 
PILGRIMAGE

For the conversion of England to the Catholic Faith 
And for vocations to the Priesthood

26 to 28 July 2002

The Rochester to Canterbury Pilgrimage is organised for the sanctification of the 
faithful, to pray for the conversion of souls in this country to the one true Faith and 
for vocations to the Priesthood. The pilgrimage, the biggest of the year, is a 
wonderful demonstration of faith to those poor lost souls encountered along the way 
and a means of encouragement and joy to the pilgrims who, separating themselves 
from the world for a few days, are able to breathe for a little while, the vivifying air 
of Catholicism. Please therefore try to make time to participate in the pilgrimage. 
Our dear country is in desperate need of our prayers and sacrifices. Pray to our 
glorious saints: St John Fisher, St Thomas More, St Edmund Campion, St Robert 
Southwell, St Margaret Clitherow and the other English Martyrs, who for the love of 
Christ made the ultimate sacrifice of themselves, pray for the success of the 
pilgrimage and for England.

SCHEDULE:

Friday 26th July: Assemble at 3.00pm on lawn at the side of Rochester Cathedral 
(short walk from Rochester Railway Station). Deposit luggage in the Pilgrimage 
van. Prayers before departure at 3.30pm. Arrival at Boxley village (beside the 
church) at 7.30pm for low Holy Mass followed by dinner. Total of 9 miles for the 
day.

Saturday 27th July: Rise at 7.00am for Holy Mass followed by breakfast and 
departure at 9am. Lunch at The Black Horse, Thumham at 12.00 noon. Arrival at 
Charing at 5.55pm for dinner. Total of 16 miles for the day.

Sunday 28th July: Rise at 6.30am for breakfast and departure at 7.45am. Lunch at 
delightful Chilham at 12.15pm. Holy Mass at St Augustine’s Abbey at 5.00PM 
SHARP. Total of 16.9 miles for the day.

ACCOMMODATION: Camping both nights. If you have a tent, please bring it, 
otherwise a communal, segregated marquee is provided (with groundsheet). You 
must bring a sleeping bag and perhaps a sleeping mat. There will be toilets but no
washing facilities at Boxley.
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MEALS: Please bring your own lunches on Sunday. On Saturday there will be 
the opportunity to pre-order a lunch, but you may bring your own. Breakfasts and 
dinners are provided. Dinner comprises good nourishing hot soup, baked 
beans/ravioli, bread, tea/coffee.

LUGGAGE: A van is provided for transporting luggage between campsites. 
During the walk it is a good idea to carry light rainwear, and to bring along 
sweets/nuts/raisins/apples or other high-energy foods. Support teams will assist at 
the frequent breaks with water, sugar or a lift to the next campsite for weary 
pilgrims.

BANNERS: Please bring as many beautiful banners as possible.

DRESS: Modest and practical, (practical does not include: shorts, leggings, 
sleeveless tops, or trousers for ladies.)

COST: Adults, £35; Students and Children 13+, £20; Children 12 or under, £10. 
These charges are negotiable so that all can participate. If anyone wishes to 
contribute a little more they will not be prevented. If you wish to join the pilgrimage 
at an intermediate stage, the cost will be a fraction of the full cost.

TRANSPORT: Cars can be parked at the house of Miss Dening-Smitherman in 
East Farleigh before 1.15pm on Friday (it would help if drivers could drop their 
passengers at Rochester Cathedral first). Drivers and passengers will be ferried to 
Rochester and from Canterbury at the end. If you wish to leave your car at East 
Farleigh, please telephone Miss Dening-Smitherman on 01622-726-219.

Regular trains run from London Waterloo to Rochester. The station is very close to 
the Cathedral. Please check the times of trains from Canterbury on Sundays after 
7.00pm.

HELPERS: We need volunteers for the waterstop team, the marshals, and tent 
assembly at Boxley.

SUPERVISION OF YOUNG PILGRIMS: Pilgrims under 16 years of age MUST
have an adult responsible for them.

BOOKINGS: To make planning the pilgrimage a little easier, PLEASE BOOK IN 
ADVANCE, making cheques payable to Canterbury Pilgrimage, and send them 
with names to: Mr Nicholas Seeber, Quarry House, Stoke Hill, Stoke, Hants 
SP11 OLT. Tel: 0126 4738 069. Email: nickseeber@hotmail.com
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THE SOCIETY OF ST PIUS X: FURTHER 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH ROME

A Summary of a Conference given by Bishop Fellay on 6 May 2002 at
St Michael’s School

His Lordship began by expressing his initial surprise at the change of attitude 
towards the Society on the part of the Vatican. Until a year and a half ago, the SSPX 
was stigmatised as “schismatic” and “excommunicated” (a view still held by many), 
but now it is being encouraged to enter into dialogue with Rome. The Bishop 
explained why he was cautious about this sudden “volte face”.

Firstly, there was Rome’s treatment of the various traditionalist societies (notably the 
Society of St Peter and Una Voce), that operate under the provisions in the decree 
“Ecclesia Dei Afflicta” (1988). In 1999, some priests of the Society of St Peter were 
invited by their local bishops to concelebrate with them at the Mass of the Chrism on 
Maundy Thursday. Sixteen St Peter’s priests complied, in defiance of the wishes of 
their, then, Superior, Father Bisig. Fr Bisig consequently reprimanded the sixteen. 
The bishops complained about this to the Vatican, eliciting a Protocol that clarified 
the situation. The Indult to say the Old Mass did not remove any priest’s right to say 
the new, nor can any Superior prevent him from doing so.

This must be seen against a background of the dismissals of St Peter’s seminary 
professors who were openly critical of the Novus Ordo. The Bishop reported the 
words of Cardinal Castrillon in the course of the meeting they had on 29 December 
2000. The Cardinal made it clear that he had nothing against priests who want to say 
the old Mass. “What I cannot accept is that someone should write against the new 
Mass, as Father Bisig did. That is why, when I heard about it, I said that Father Bisig 
cannot be Superior General.” The Cardinal had also dismissed the two Superiors of 
the seminaries of St Peter.

His Lordship then outlined Cardinal Castrillon’s announcement, in a letter to the 
President of Una Voce, Mr Michael Davies, that the “Indult” priests would now have 
to adopt the 1965 rubrics, involving a radical modification of the ceremonies of the 
Mass, the introduction of bidding prayers, the suppression of the Last Gospel and the 
introduction of new liturgical calendar. Indirectly, the Cardinal implied that it is 
henceforth prohibited for a priest to refuse Communion in the hand at an Indult 
Mass. The Cardinal also added that the condition imposed upon those asking 
permission for the old Mass was that they should have nothing to do with those who 

’ question the legitimacy or orthodoxy of the new.
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In view of these events, the Bishop was surprised to receive an invitation to meet 
Cardinal Castrillon, but surmised that some difference has been made by the Holy 
Year Pilgrimage to Rome in 2000, during which certain prelates realised the 
absurdity of regarding the SSPX as “non-Catholic”. Moreover, Msgr Perle has 
indicated that Rome’s attitude towards the Society subverted its ecumenical approach 
toward the Orthodox and the Protestants.

His Lordship then summarized the 
I content of his meeting with Cardinal 
I Castrillon on 29 December 2000, 
I during which the Cardinal suggested a 
| personal prelature for the Society (like 

Opus Dei). Bishop Fellay said that if 
the Society were to enter into such an 
arrangement, it would still be obliged 
to fight against modernism, liberalism 
and Freemasonry. He also raised the 
recent treatment of the Society of St 

SJIjfprTy . Peter as a reason for not trusting the 
*!:• Vatican, and its official policy of not

convert the Old 
Catholics or the Orthodox.
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The Bishop also gave an account of his five-minute meeting with the Pope, in which 
the latter expressed his happiness about the negotiations.

On his return from Rome, Bishop Fellay called a meeting with all the traditional 
Catholic bishops (including Bishop Rangel). It was decided that the bishops should 
request the lifting of the (false) excommunication, and permission for all priests, 
throughout the world to say the old Mass. This would remove the pretence that the 
old Mass had been abrogated, make it very difficult (if not impossible) to abrogate it 
in the future and would cause many graces to flow into the Church because of the 
increased celebration of the old rite. The answer from Rome to this request was that 
“Basically, the Pope does agree that the old Mass has never been abrogated and that 
all priests have the right to say it” but the request was refused because some of the 
older secretaries (of the Curia) “think that it would be an insult to Pope Paul VI and 
all the work that has been done for the new liturgy.”

In this reply, Rome signalled that it was not prepared to defend the old Mass and so, 
Bishop Fellay decided to suspend further discussions.

The Bishop contextualized his refusal to continue the current negotiations with 
Rome, by giving recent instances of how far the Vatican’s policies are removed from
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Catholic tradition. It has permitted intercommunion between the Catholic and non- 
Catholic Church who use the Chaldean Rite in Iraq (heedless of the fact that one of 
the masses used by the non-Catholic part has no words of consecration). He went on 
to give an account of the extraordinary arrangements that were made for the latest 
Inter-Faith meeting at Assisi, where the Zoroastrians demanded a room with 
windows in which they could light a fire. The Moslems needed a room facing Mecca 
and the Jews required a room that had never been blessed. Even more horrifyingly, 
all the crucifixes in the convent were either removed or covered up. As Bishop 
Fellay observed: “Remove the essential, remove the truth and then it’s possible for 
all the errors to meet together.”

His Lordship spoke about the response on the part of the Vatican, and especially 
Cardinal Ratzinger, to the Society’s recent book, criticizing the new Mass. The 
Bishop identified the opposition to the book as arising from a different understanding 
of the notion of “sacrifice”. For Cardinal Ratzinger, to judge from a conference he 
gave at Faucombault last year, sacrifice means “to become better”, a view based on 
the modem idea that sin cannot affect God, it only affects us, hence the punishment 
is the sin itself.

At the beginning of April, Cardinal Castrillon wrote to Bishop Fellay to say: firstly, 
the Pope is infallible; secondly, one may not judge the Pope; thirdly, “you are 
wrong” and fourthly, “I am convinced that many people in the Society have lost faith 
in the infallibility of the Pope.”

The Bishop here reminded the audience, in terms of Pope Pius IX’s “Pastor 
Aetemus”, of the Church’s teaching on Papal Infallibility which was there to 
conserve and faithfully transmit the deposit of faith that has always been taught by 
the Church.

Despite the breakdown in the discussions with Cardinal Castrillon, Cardinal 
Ratzinger has invited Bishop Fellay to doctrinal discussions. Although the Bishop 
felt that these might be more interesting, there would still be the difficulty of using 
words like ‘truth’, ‘infallibility’ and so on, that have come to mean different things 
for those in today’s Vatican.

Bishop Fellay concluded his talk on a note of cautious optimism. There are today 
many younger priests desirous of saying the traditional Mass and questioning many 
aspects of Vatican II. In France, the Bishop of Poitiers reported that he had twelve 
young priests who wish to say the old Mass, and in France as a whole a petition from 
over three hundred and twenty diocesan priests have made a similar request.
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LETTER FROM ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL

At the time of writing, a preternatural hush has stolen over the School, which 
signifies the beginning of the public examination season. The examinations 
themselves are of course interspersed with hastily improvised lessons, last moment 
and rather anxious revision periods, and rather more prayers than usual!

Looking back over the last two months, the most outstanding event was the visit of 
our Superior General, Bishop Fellay. He came to the School on May 6th and 
presided over the May Devotion, which this year attracted record numbers of people. 
The Procession and coronation of our Lady was preceded by confirmations and
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Pontifical Solemn Mass. His Lordship then gave a conference, a summary of which 
is published elsewhere in this newsletter. The conference was followed by a 
performance of extracts from William Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” presented by a cast of twenty pupils from the Senior School.

It would seem that everyone who commented on the play, including Bishop Fellay, 
felt that it was an outstanding performance. This was due, in no small measure to the 
generous assistance of Mr Tony Plumridge in rehearsing the production, to Miss 
Servanne Balland in creating the beautiful costumes and to Miss Sophie Van Houtte 
for a hundred different kinds of help.

The May 6th production was really a “Command Performance”, since it was 
originally performed on 23rd March as part of the School’s tenth anniversary 
celebrations, and at Father Emily’s suggestion a second performance was arranged
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for His Lordship’s visit. On 23rd March there were also delightful performances 
from the children of the Junior School which included country dances, poems and 
songs. These were followed by a parents’ evening, during which parents had the 
opportunity of discussing their children’s progress with the Masters and Mistresses.

Another highlight of the term was the Senior Girls’ visit to Belgium. For the account 
of this expedition, I am indebted to its leader, Miss Van Houtte.

After early Mass on Ascension Thursday, the group travelled to London and then by 
Eurostar to Brussels, arriving in the afternoon. After Vespers in St Joseph’s Church 
(a magnificent edifice, recently acquired by the Society), the girls dined in a 
restaurant owned by a friend of Miss Van Houtte’s (she claims that it serves the best 
chips in the world!). The group was accommodated at the Brussels priory.

The following day, the female Michaeleans took the train to Waterloo, the place of 
the famous battle at which Napoleon was defeated. Here they visited the ‘Butte du 
Lion de Waterloo’, which is an iron statue of a lion of the top of the hill, and also the 
Waterloo Museum. The afternoon was spent at the swimming pool. Dinner that 
evening was at the priory.

On Saturday, a day trip was organised to Bruges, ‘the Venice of the North’. The day 
was full of sightseeing with a visit to the Precious Blood Cathedral, the Beguinage 
and there was some time for shopping and a boat ride.

On Sunday, there was Sung Mass at St Joseph’s Church, Brussels. The afternoon 
was dedicated to sightseeing in the town centre. On the Monday morning everyone 
was woken up at 4.00am in order to be in class at St Michael’s later that morning!

Other, less demanding, excursions included one to Bisham Abbey to hear a brilliant 
presentation by the former Olympic high jumper, Geoff Parsons, on the science 
behind sport. The boy boarders also attended a lecture on explosives at Kennet 
School, Thatcham. It was given by Malcolm Armstrong, who designs the 
pyrotechnic effects for the James Bond films.

On 18 May a group from the School attended a concert given by the Orchestra of St 
John’s at St Lawrence Church, Hungerford. The Orchestra played Richard Strauss’ 
“Introduction to Capriccio”, Mozart’s “String Quintet No 4” and Mendelssohn’s 
“Octet”.

On the day of Bishop Fellay’s visit, it was announced that Fr Dreher, who has been 
Acting Headmaster for the past year, has now been confirmed in the post of 
Headmaster. After four years of association with St Michael’s, Father is now very 
experienced, and we hope that his tenure of office will be a long and happy one.
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ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL NEWS
School Enrolment

St Michael’s School is now enrolling pupils for the next academic year. Boarding 
pupils are accepted from seven years old and day pupils from six years old. Our 
Junior School focuses primarily on the skills of English and Mathematics but the 
pupils also receive a basic knowledge in Science, History, Geography, Latin, Art, 
Music and Sports. Because the Catholic Faith plays an important role in all subjects, 
the children have seven religious knowledge lessons each week, which include 
Catechism, Bible History, Liturgy and Catholic Stories. Our Junior School is located 
at St Michael’s House in Highclere.

At eleven years old the pupils advance to the Senior School where they continue to 
study English, Mathematics, Latin, History, Geography and Science. The pupils also 
begin to learn the French language and they have lessons in Art, Music and Sport as 
well as four or five Religious Knowledge lessons weekly. In addition to these 
subjects there are two Design Technology (Woodworking) lessons for the boys and 
two Sewing lessons for the girls.

At the GCSE level pupils study the main subjects of English, Mathematics, French, 
History, Geography, Biology and Chemistry. Optional subjects at this level include 
Latin, Art, Physics, Music, Information Technology, and Design Technology. St 
Michael’s School also offers A-level courses in English Literature, Mathematics, 
French, History, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Latin and Information Technology, 
thus allowing a child to complete all of his/her studies in a truly Catholic 
environment. All classes for the Senior School take place at our Burghclere campus, 
which also contains the boarding facilities for the senior boys. The senior girls’ 
boarding facilities are located at St Gabriel’s House, Highclere.

St Michael’s School offers a wonderful opportunity for growth in the spiritual life. 
All pupils have an opportunity for daily Mass and Rosary, weekly Confessions, 
community prayers each morning and evening, prayers before lessons and the daily 
Angelus. Children are also encouraged to make visits to the Blessed Sacrament 
when they can. Our pupils are taught how to sing Gregorian chant and they have 
many opportunities to sing at Mass since all major feasts are celebrated with a mid
day Sung Mass for the entire school and the children make up the choir. The 
children also learn sacred various pieces of polyphony to sing during these Masses. 
There are four priests stationed at the school and thus the children always have 
access to spiritual guidance.

Enrolment in St Michael’s School is limited and thus it is essential that you contact 
the school on 01635 278137 by June 20th 2002 in order to obtain an application form
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and to reserve a place for your child(ren). Fee and bursary information is obtainable 
by ringing Fr Dreher on 01635 278173. Do not miss this opportunity to provide your 
child with a solid Catholic and academic education that will help to prepare them for 
their future. May God bless all of our families and may Our Lady protect them.

Other News

The school is still looking for good religious videos and books containing lives of the 
Saints. These items can be brought to your nearest Mass centre and they will 
eventually make their way down to the school. All Tesco Computer Vouchers 
should be sent to the school by the end of June in order than we can use them to 
obtain equipment for the school. Walkers Crisps Book Tokens should also be sent to 
the school. We appreciate your support in these endeavours.

I would like to express my appreciation and gratitude to everyone who is 
participating in the weekly £l/£2 collections for the school. In the first five months 
of the year we have received nearly £7000. Your continued support of the school 
through this programme enables us to provide a solid Catholic education for our 
youth. May God reward your generosity and may the Blessed Virgin Mary keep you 
safe under her protection.

Father Joseph M Dreher, Headmaster

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
is celebrated by priests of the society OF ST PIUS X

at St Mary’s Centre, Corporation Road, Middlesbrough

on the second Sunday of every month at 6pm

• ample car parking facilities nearby, free and unrestricted on Sundays

• near the A 66 roundabout

• 5 minutes walking distance from the railway station

• lifts to all floors

spacious and comfortable accommodation

• refreshments available afterwards
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
10th Anniversary Activities at 

St. Michael’s School
July 6th: End of Year Activities

- 11.00am Solemn Mass in gymnasium
- 12.30pm Picnic Lunch

2.00pm Conference by Father Amaud Rostand on Catholic education 
3.00pm Prize-giving Ceremony

SSPX PILGRIMAGE TO SWEDEN 
Thursday, July 11th - Wednesday, July 17th 2002

Discover Catholic Sweden with visits to Uppsala (the Canterbury of Sweden) and 
various sites associated with St Bridget. Full day walking pilgrimage for the young 

and not so young for the full conversion of Scandinavia

Four nights in Stockholm, two in Vadstena (St Bridget) - 
Bed & Breakfast

If you are unable to come, would you be willing to 
sponsor someone who wishes to go?

Price for: Single room £550 
Double room £400 
Triple room £355 
Family room £355 (two adults and two children)
£40 reduction for child under 12 with two adults 

Flights from Heathrow 
Deposit £50 with booking 

Apply to Fr King at St George’s House

CHANGE OF MASS CENTRE
Owing to dwindling numbers at the Southend Mass Centre, it has been suggested that we move to the 
Essex County Town of Chelmsford for a trial period. The Mass will be said on the first Thursday of 
each month starting on the 6th June 2002. The Mass will be at 7.30pm. in the British Legion Hall, 
New London Road, Chelmsford. We hope to see a good number of faithful there to assure the 
continuation of the Traditional Mass in this area. The Next Mass will be on the 4th July.

GREAT MISSENDEN MASS

Masses at the Great Missenden Centre for the next two months will be on 27th June and 25th July at 
7.30nm. ____

FEASTS OF OBLIGATION AND DEVOTION
Saints Peter and Paul 
29th June

Feast of the Sacred Heart 
7th June

1900 hrs1100 hrsBristol
1900 hrs1100 hrsLondon

(St Joseph & Padam)
1100 hrsLondon (Wimbledon) 1100 hrs
1900 hrs0800 hrsPortsmouth

1900 hrsTaunton
1930 hrs0800 hrsWoking
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DEATH NOTICES 
Requiescant in Pace

■»

Of your charity please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Ruby Dolden of Portsmouth 
Dorothy Marshall of Surbiton 

William Morgan of Monks Kirby 
Josephine Richardson of Sidcup 

Mary wood of Hull

who died recently

Please pray for the following whose anniversaries occur about this time:

JUNE

Dom Robert Mary Biddulph, Michael May, Dante Spear, Elsie Burt, Mayne Mellersh, John Matthews, 
Winifred Hill, Margaret Connett, Mary Fallon, James Blunt, Mr.Maieta, Jane Rossiter, John Smith, John 
Humphrey, Ivy Spencer, Winifrede Bolton, Olivia Poulton, Miss M Gatenby, Gabrielle Gregory, Margaret 
Wynne, Mrs P V Drew, Bridget Reynolds, Charles Embray, Rose Sullivan, Hugh Campbell, Mary 
Heathcote, Joyce Umphreville, Naomi Verne, John Robinson, Kit Freeman, Edith Shepherd, Catherine 
O'Donnell, Mary Wright, Rita Doyle, Desdemona Bartlett, Daniel Bouchard, Charles Turner, Egons Libietis, 
Mary Hobbs, Patricia Brooker, Harold Dunkinson, Mary Tweedie, Lionel Doggett, Elizabeth Atkins, Valerie 
Hanssens, Cicely Cumberbatch, John Dowey, Derek & Eva New, Muriel Smith, Mary Carnoustie, Margaret 
Bricrley, Lady Denham, Delia Hassell, Catherine Skelton, Peter Ward, Marjorie Salisbury, Kay Stavris, 
Grace Anderson, Alexander Ramnante, Fred Barnes, Miss L Restieaux, Ken Cooper.

JULY

Father Basil Wrighton, Edith Knott, John Adams, Frank McNally, Stella Boot, Lily Beswick, Marie 
Patterson, Mary Shakespeare, Mary Mooney, Wallace Watts, Miss J Beauvoisin, Elizabeth Landon, 
Robert Kemp, George Moorat, Gregory MacDonald, Gertrude Dougal, Louis Parfitt Spencer, Anne 
Callaghan, Vera Forder, Thomas Rigby, Alfred Bransby, John Hurrell, Francis Mooney, Patrick O'Conor, 
Derek Colley, Elizabeth Pfaff, Raymond Griffiths, Dorothy Reid, John & Joy Deegan, Ada Mary George, 
Veronica Anderton-Webster, Niall Maddock, Josephine Ryan, Lilian Bentley, Rita Callaghan, Mary 
Fitzgerald Fox, Patience Baldwin-Thrower, Paul Vigoureux, Esther McGIame, Sheila Shepherd, Karol 
Bettany.
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FROM REDCAR TO MIDDLESBROUGH
By Father Matthew Clifton

Sunday 12th May saw the Traditional Latin Mass being celebrated at St Mary's Centre, 
Middlesbrough. Over the past fifteen years, Mass had been celebrated by the Society’s 
priests at Redcar, relying in large part upon the steadfast devotion and commitment of Mr 
and Mrs E Ryan, to whom we remain sincerely grateful. For several reasons, however, and 
most significantly, in the hope of attracting greater numbers of young people and families, 
the decision was taken to move to Middlesbrough; Middlesbrough being the major 
population centre of Teesside, the Episcopal see of the diocese, and having its own 
university. Since, a good number of years ago, the Society actually started its ministry in 
Middlesbrough, the present move represents much less of a new venture, than, in fact, a 
sort of'homecoming' to the place where the Mass centre originally began.

During the course of April, care was taken to widely publicise our move to St Mary's 
Centre: flyers were distributed, some being strategically left in the cathedral, 
advertisements placed, and a press release given to various local newspapers. The press 
release, entitled "An historic event comes to Middlesbrough", contained a great deal of 
information illustrating the disastrous effects of the New Mass, the false ecclesiology it 
represents, and the vital importance of restoring the True Mass and Tradition to the 
Church.

All of this, of course, created a fair degree of interest from the local media and also from 
the diocesan bishop, the Rt Rev John Crowley. Consequently, the usual splattering of 
"rebel", "maverick", and "excommunicated" appeared in the press, but so did a number of 
pertinent remarks explaining the Incalculable damage which modernism has wrought upon 
the Church since Vatican II, and the pressing need for a true renewal of the Church, a 
renewal which can only to be hoped for through a return to Tradition. The "Northern 
Echo" showed a keen interest in the story, publishing two articles in regard to the Society: 
one was entitled "Bishop speaks out against rebel Mass", bringing with it a certain sense of 
'deja vu'; the other, "Staying On the Rites Track" was intended to set a slightly more 
satirical note (although to be fair to the author he did admit to not knowing quite what to 
make of us! Veni, vidi, To no-one's surprise, the media coverage we received 
proved a rather double-edged sword (it can cut both ways!) but, one also hopes that the 
adage, “all publicity is good publicity", will prove true and lead at least some souls to a 
better understanding of the Society's work to "restore all things in Christ".

Middlesbrough Mass Centre began well on Sunday 12th, bringing approximately forty 
people together at St Mary’s Centre for the first Mass. Afterwards, over a friendly cup of 
tea, everyone present expressed the joy and comfort that being able to assist at the True 
Mass had brought them. This encouraging beginning, coupled with the maternal 
intercession of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Patroness of the diocese, gives us good 
reason to hope for many more graces for our Mass centre in Teesside in the future.

Further details of the Mass Centre can be found on Page 35.
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CHURCHES AND MASS CENTRES
BRIGHTON
Patcham Memorial Hall 
Old London Rd 
Tel: 0208 946 7916 
Mass: 1430 2Dd & 4,h Sundays
BURGHCLERE
Saint Michael’s School Chapel, Harts Lane 
Tel: 01635 278 137/173
Mass: 0800 every Sunday, Daily
COVENTRY
Schools F.P. Association Club,
Bonds Hospital, Hill Street 
Tel: 0121 705 0896 
Mass: 1730 1st & 3rd Sundays
GLASGOW
Saint Andrew’s Church, 202 Renfrew Street 
Tel: 01698 852 991 
Mass: 1000 Every Sunday
HERNE
Saints John Fisher & Thomas More Church 
Heme Street
Tel: 01795 880 751 (served by the Redemptorists) 
Mass: 1100 1st, 2nd & 4,h Sundays
ISLE OF WIGHT
Charter House, St Thomas Square 
Newport
Tel: 01635 278 137
Mass: 1500 2nd Sunday
LIVERPOOL
Saints Peter & Paul Church 
193 Edge Lane 
Tel: 0151 480 2433
Mass: 1300 every Sunday
LONDON (WIMBLEDON)
Saint George’s House, 125 Arthur Rd, SW19 
Tel: 020 8946 7916 
Mass: 0800 every Sunday
MIDDLESBROUGH
St Mary’s Centre, Corporation Road 
Tel: 0164 2325 958 
Mass: 1800 2nd Sunday

BRISTOL
Saint Saviour’s House 
Saint Agnes Avenue, Knowle 
Tel: 0117 977 5863 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday, Daily
CHELTENHAM
Women’s Institute Hall, Prestbury Road 
Tel: 0117 977 5863 
Mass: 1500 l“ Sunday
EDINBURGH
Saints Margaret and Leonard 
110 Saint Leonard’s Street 
Tel: 0131 333 1237 
Mass: 1300 every Sunday
GROOMBRIDGE
Church of Saint Pius V, Station Road
Tel: 01892 654 372
Mass: 1130 l“ & 3rd Sundays
HOLNEST
Garden Cottage
Tel: 01963 210 381
Mass: 1730 2nd & 4th Sundays

KEIGHLEY
Christ The King, Devonshire Street 
Tel: 01274 565 186
Mass: 1330 every Sunday

LONDON (HOLLOWAY)
Church of Saints Joseph and Padam 
Salterton Road, N7.
Tel: 020 8946 7916
Mass: 1000 & 1200 every Sunday
MANCHESTER
Church of St. Pius X, 16 Deer Park Road 
Tel: 01772 885 990 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday
NORWICH
Belvedere Comm. Centre of
Dereham Rd
Tel: 01603 788 873
Mass: 1730 2nd & 4,h Sundays
PORTSMOUTH
Our Lady Help of Christians 
14 Kingston Road 
Tel: 02392 263 166
Mass: 1100 every Sunday

OXFORD
W.I Hall
11 Middleway, Summertown 
Tel: 08165 882 014 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday

39



PRESTON
Our Lady of Victories 
East Cliff, Winckley Square 
Tel: 01772 885 990 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday
TAUNTON
Our Lady of Glastonbury 17 South Street 
Off East Reach 
Tel: 01823 323470 
Mass: 1430 every Sunday
WOKING
Church of The Holy Cross 
Sandy Lane, Maybury 
Tel: 01483 505 843 
Mass: 1100 every Sunday

RHOS ON SEA
Saint David’s Chapel 
Conwy Rd (A547) Mochdre 
Tel: 01492 549808 
Mass: 1630 l“ & 3rd Sundays
TUNSTALL
Bradwell Lodge, Bradwell Lane 
Newcastle Staffs.
Tel: 01782 83 4988
Mass: 1700 2nd & 4,h Sundays

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE

June July
2 nd qiF w r 14th 21st 28th

Brighton 1430 1430 1430 1430
Bristol 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000
Burghclere ■ 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800
Cheltenham 1500 1500
Coventry 1730 1730 1730 1730
Edinburgh 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300
Glasgow 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000
Groombridge 1130 1130 1130 1130
Heme Bay 1100 1100 1100 1100 1100 1100
Middlesbrough 1800 1800
Middlemarsh 1730 1730 1730 1730
Isle of Wight 1500 1500
Keighley 1330 1330 1330 1330 1330 1330 1330 1330
Liverpool 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300
London
(Wimbledon)

0800 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800

London 
(St Joseph)

1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000
1200 1200 1200 1200 1200 1200 1200 1200

Manchester 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000
Newcastle 1800 1800 1800 1800 1800 1800 1800 1800
North Baddesley 1700 1700 1700 1700
Norwich 1730 1730 1730 1730
Oxford 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000
Portsmouth 1100 1100 1100 1100 1100 11001100 1100
Preston 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000
Rhos-on-Sea 1630 1630 1630 1630
Taunton 1430 1430 1430 1430 1430 1430 14301430
Tunstall 1700 1700 1700 1700
Woking 1100 1100 1100 1100 1100 11001100 1100
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