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LETTER FROM FATHER BLACK

My dear brethren,

Wc have just completed three glorious days at Saint Saviour’s when we were able to sing the 
complete Divine Office (with the exception of Matins) during the feasts of Christ the King, All Saints 
and All Souls. This was the first time that we had undertaken such a venture and it was truly a most 
uplifting experience. Writing of the Divine Office (i.c. the prayer of the Breviary) the renowned 
liturgist Dom Fcmand Cabrol wrote, “In the first place it is the Church’s prayer. Private prayer has a 
personal value, varying according to the degree of faith, fervour and holiness of him who prays. The 
Church’s prayer has always, in itself, and independently of the person praying, an absolute value. It is 
a formula composed by the Church, and canying with it her authority. The Church is the well beloved 
and only bride of Christ, she is always pleasing to him and her desires are always granted. She knows 
best what words will appeal to his Heart. When uttering these formulas the Christian is sure of being 
heard; for he acts as a member of the Church, of whom Christ is the Heart. He prays, and prays not 
alone, he prays with Christ, the Eternal High Priest and Intercessor, who ever pleads for us before his 
heavenly Father. In fact this prayer is the prayer of the choir, it is intended to be said in common. 
Even when recited privately it keeps its public character; it is universal, Catholic; it is the Christian 
people that prays, and the prayer is said for all the faithful, and by all the faithful (at least virtually) the 
whole world over. Hence we may gauge the deep meaning and the value it derives from this very 
universality”.

How marvellous it was then to go to the chapel, not virtually, but in reality, seven times each 
day (“Seven times a day have I given praise to Thee”. Ps 118) to sing the canonical Hours of Lauds, 
Prime, Terce, Sext, None, Vespers and Compline. Sincere thanks must go to Father McLaughlin and 
Mrs Jasper of the Taunton Mass Centre who put so much into the music which helped to make it such 
a memorable occasion. We hope to repeat this act of homage to God in the millennium year.

Elsewhere in this Newsletter you will find a copy of the letter sent to the Holy Father by our 
Superior General Bishop Fellay on the occasion of the inter-Faith meeting in Rome which took place 
recently. It was a very gratifying that there was a good attendance at the special acts of reparation 
which took place at some of our churches. May God have mercy on us!

Saint Michael’s School continues to prosper. Once again the results in this year’s GCSE 
examinations were very good and 1 hope that Father Dreher may be able to write a few lines about this 
in a subsequent Newsletter. Work on preparing plans for the new extension is progressing slowly. 
Please pray that all will be complete for September of next year.

As this century draws to its close please think of making a Retreat at Saint Saviour’s, 
“redeeming the time because the days are evil” (Eph V 16). Above all, if you possibly can, try to 
assist, if not in body then at least in spirit, in the All-Night Vigils which we will have on the last day 
of the old and the first day of the new, millennium “knowing that is now the hour for us to rise from 
sleep... let us therefore cast off the works of darkness and put on the armour of light. Let us walk 
honestly, as in the day, not in rioting and drunkenness...”. (Rom XIII).

With every good wish and blessing,

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Edward Black 
Superior
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Superior general
LETTER No 57 TO FRIENDS AND BENEFACTORS

Dear Friends and Benefactors,

It is already a year since we had the great joy of blessing the magnificent new 
chapel of the Seminary in ficone. Everybody admires it, and it is the pride and joy of 
our seminarians, obviously. It is a success from all points of view, but above all it 
favours prayer. While the great transept capable of seating 120 seminarians resounds 
to the joyful praise of God and wraps the chant in its warm stone arches, the nave 
accommodating up to 300 faithful strengthens their faith and deepens their charity 
especially by the magnificent ceremonies, whose clouds of incense and majestic 
movements by the ministers at the altar inspire the respect and adoration due to the 
ineffable greatness of God. Ah, how would we like to see you at least occasionally 
partaking of that happiness which is a foretaste of Heaven! A spacious crypt, where 
Archbishop Lefebvre’s mortal remains will lie, hosts the early morning faithful who 
choose to attend “the 6 o’clock Mass” before beginning work, thus sanctifying the 
rest of their day and edified by, the seminarians. We shall not cease thanking Divine 
Providence for giving us such a beautiful church.

However, in order to finish the building as quickly as possible , we had to take 
heavy debts, and these are being paid down all too slowly for our liking. This delay 
is a drain upon the resources of the General House, and in particular it gets in the way 
of our helping the mission countries which almost entirely dependent on the support 
of Menzingen. This is because up until now that about half the total cost still remains 
to be paid, the General House has also had to take on the construction costs of our 
new seminary chapel in the Argentine. The zeal and enthusiasm of the architect there 
look like providing us with such another jewel as will leave our Argentinian 
colleagues little reason to envy the church built for the cradle of Society in Econe. 
The Argentine’s seminary Chapel is to be blessed on December 8, 2000.

However that beauty which our patron Pius X wished to be the setting for 
prayer, has its price. No doubt you agree with our desire to reduce as soon as 
possible the high rate of interest which for the moment we are having to pay the 
banks. Either gifts or loans on your part would be a great help to us. We thank you in 
advance for your generosity which in all those years has never failed us, and we 
promise you our special prayers for all your intentions.

Once more we entrust to your tender care these building projects, which are 
highly practical signs of religious vitality astonishing everybody, especially those



who love predicting our death or imminent extinction!

Please God, next year our Society will number over 400 priests, more than 180 
seminarians, 120 sisters, 65 oblates and 55 brothers. And yet the requests reaching us 
from over 60 countries can only be satisfied a tiny bit at a time. The Traditional 
movement is obviously growing throughout the world, despite the catastrophic 
collapse of Faith and the worrying revival of the modem world’s practical atheism: 
souls are still coming our way, no fewer in number. May the number of seminarians 
and priests grow in proportion! For several years now God has been granting us a 
relatively peaceful growth while the wholesale demolition of Church and Christian 
values redoubled on the eve of the millennium.

In the face of the scandal of Assisi being renewed this time in the Vatican (end 
of October), we cannot help protesting, and we ask you to join us in making 
reparation for such an affront to the Sovereign Majesty of Almighty God. The First 
Commandment is again being violated, head on, only this time in full view of the 
Basilica of St. Peter! How many martyrs must be turning in their graves as they look 
on in silence at scenes discrediting the heroic acts by which themselves entered into 
the glory of the Lord. The memory of Saint Peter and Paul is being outraged by such 
wretched happenings. Worst of all, by their recurrence they are becoming a way of 
life that we could all get used to. Such acts of idolatry are an abomination in the full 
sense of the word, but the attempt is being made to give them by their repetition a 
sort of legitimacy. Daily exposure to scandal no longer shocks, charity grows cold, 
the Faith disappears in a sort of mushy confusion of more or less religious feeling 
towards some kind of godhead supposed by people to be true God or even Jesus 
Christ: indifferentism becomes the law, and woe to anyone daring to slate that it is 
the strict duty of all men to render the one true worship to the one true God.

It baffles all understanding how the Vatican can give up fighting the age-old 
enemy, embrace brethren that it no longer wishes to call separated, look kindly on 
pagans in whom it pretends to have discovered a hidden beauty, and turn all its guns 
and use all its penalties on its own children who wish to remain Catholic! Yet that is 
what it is doing!

After pushing aside our Society of St. Pius X, Rome is now thundering against 
those who wish to celebrate only the old liturgy. The priests of St. Peter’s Fraternity 
are now bitterly learning how naively they put their trust in the churchmen who 
promised them the moon back in 1988 if only they would abandon the house of their 
father, Archbishop Lefebvre, and enter in a process of “reconciliation”... Despite their 
defection then, these priests are being blamed now for not integrating with their 
faithful into the “reality” of the Church. So have they been in a dream all this time? 
Clearly what upsets Rome is the exclusive celebration of the Tridentinc rite. Rome



made many moves this last summer, all of them being in the same direction. The 
lively reaction of the "Ecclesia Dei" faithful, especially in the USA seems to be 
forcing the Roman authorities to modify the changes they were demanding. 
However, even if for now uncertainty hangs over the decisions to be taken 
concerning the “Ecclesia Dei" communities, Rome has clearly shown what direction 
it means to take: sooner or later, these Communities having enjoyed up till now the 
“protection” of the "Ecclesia Dei" Commission, will have to get in line; the 
Conciliar Church’s rite is the new rite, and anyone professing allegiance to that 
Church will correspondingly have to celebrate its rite. No exception will be allowed. 
To be able to continue celebrating the old rite, one will have to give Rome tangible 
proof, in more than just words, that one accepts the new Mass. This condition was 
already laid down in the 1984 Indult, and of course upheld as a principle; no 
permission to celebrate the old rite for anyone refusing the new rite.

We cannot help thinking Rome would have treated us the same way had 
archbishop Lefebvre followed through with the May 5 Protocol of 1988. From 
conversations between leaders of St. Peter’s Fraternity and certain cardinals, it 
appears that Rome does not feel bound by the terms of that protocol on which St. 
Peter’s Fraternity was nevertheless founded!

Here we are touching on a very important point: for 30 years now we have 
been fighting to preserve the old rite. In its defence we have endured penalties and 
condemnations from Rome and the bishops rather than celebrate Paul Vi’s Mass. The 
reasons for refusing the New Mass are firstly that as a rite it is bad and dangerous for 
the Faith, secondly that it was put together with the avowed purpose of bringing 
Catholics into line with Protestants, supposedly to bring us together again - 
ecumenism. Slowly, without releasing it, laity and priests using the new rite lose their 

■ sense of the Catholic Faith. The fruits are there, clear to see for anyone willing to 
open their eyes. The emptying out, as soon as the New Mass was introduced - 
especially in First and Second World countries where religion had flourished up till 
then - of churches, seminaries and religious houses alike, must be mainly attributed 
to the radical change of what lies at the centre of Catholic life, its source, 
nourishment and soul: the Mass. Besides, countless people testify to just that: the 
faithful walked away, gave up practising their religion because they no longer found 
in the new rite what they were looking for: God, the strengthening of their Faith, the 
forgiveness of their sins, supernatural consolation and support in their trials, fervour 
to God above all.

It is not a question of feelings or culture, but of a supernatural reality that has 
been tom out of the life of Church. The simple fact that throughout the world souls 
young or old, with or without culture, look out for and want the Mass of all time 
speaks out against those false arguments. If such souls have felt not at home in the



ceremonies, that is to be attributed firstly to their sense of the Faith and not any 
reaction on the natural level. They have sensed, without always being able to explain 
it theologically, that their Catholic Faith was something to which the new rite had 
become alien. When the elders of an Amazon tribe asked a missionary priest to 
celebrate the old Mass; “because that’s where the mystery is”, they said with 
amazing simplicity all that needs to be said. The New Mass, by its intent to 
desacralize, to de-mythologize, to make everything understandable, has been emptied 
out of its substance: the mystery. When dealing with Paul Vi’s Mass it is difficult to 
speak of “celebrating the Holy Mysteries”.

new

Therefore, dear faithful we must keep up the good fight without tiring. We are 
presently on entering on a new phase of the battle. Does the Vatican mean to shut 
down the old Mass before the present Pope dies? Possibly. Yet the only true solution 
for Rome is to return to the tried and true means of sanctifying souls and to stop all 
experimenting so harmful to souls. Catholics have a right to Catholic nourishment 
which has been watered down with ecumenism. The Church’s past Tradition is the 
key to her future progress. Undertaking to build outside of Tradition means heading 
for disaster such as we can sense coming now, barren of fruit, deadly of effect.

May our Lady of the Rosary in her month of October, deign to obtain for us 
much strength and patience to continue unshakably faithful to our Catholic life in the 
service of Holy Mother Church. And may God fill you with His grace and blessing 
for your great generosity.

+Bcmard Felly
Buenos Aires, 17 October 1999



Fraternite Sacerdotale Saint Pie X 
Schwandegg-CH 6313 Menzingen - Switzerland 

Tel 41/41 755 3636 - Fax 41/41 755 1444
Menzingen 

October 27,1999

Most Holy Father

In 1986 Archbishop Lcfcbvrc and Bishop de Castro Mayer considered that it was their duty 
to reprimand you publicly, according to the example of Saint Paul (Gal 2:11), on account of the 
Assisi prayer meeting, to which you invited the principal world “religions”. This public sin against 
the first commandment of God and against the first article of the Creed, this great offence against 
the Sovereign Majesty of the only true God, One and Three, caused an immense scandal to the 
faithful.

How could you. Vicar of Christ, Vicar of the solus Sanctus, solus Dominus. solus 
Altissimus, place yourself as one among the representatives of the "religions" which deny His 
divinity? How could you humiliate the Catholic Church, the only Spouse of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Eph 5:26-27) by bringing it down to the level of organisations founded not by God, but by the will 
of man (Jn 1:13)? How could you invite the followers of "religions” which refuse the only 
Mediator between God and men, Christ Jesus (1 Tim 2:5) or which, by denying the existence of one 
only, personal God are nothing more than atheism and idolatry? How could you justify this 
invitation by affirming that the Holy Spirit dwells mysteriously in every man, whereas Saint Paul 
leaches the contrary (Rni 8:9)?

At the same time as you arc going to renew the Assisi scandal on October 28 at St Peter’s 
Square in Rome, we dare to protest solemnly against this sin and invoking the authority of your 
quite recent predecessors, and to confront you with the condemnation that they made of this, as well 
as of the underlying errors Pius IX in the Syllabus (Propositions 16-18), Leo XIII condemning the 
Paris Congress of Religions (Letter of September 15, 1899) and Pius XI in Mortalium animos. By 
these “inter-religious” meetings you do not confirm your brethren in the Faith. Much to the 
contrary you promote an immense indifferentism and you provoke division within the bosom of the 
Church. Moreover, the humanist, earthly and naturalist themes taken up at these meetings cause the 
Church to fall down from its entirely divine, eternal and supernatural mission to the level of the 
freemasonic ideals of world peace outside of the only prince of Peace. Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Archbishop Lcfebvre saw in this disastrous event of Assisi one of the “signs of the times”, 
which permitted him to proceed legitimately with episcopal consecrations without your consent and 
to write to you “that the time for an open collaboration has not yet come”. The past thirteen years 
of your papacy have failed to wipe away these signs in any way at all, nor their disastrous 
consequences for the Church, nor the wound that they have inflicted on the hearts of faithful 
Catholics.

To this first cause of sorrow is to be added the signature, on October 31, of the Common 
Declaration of the Catholic Church and the world Federation of Lutheran churches on Justification. 
How can you permit signature of this declaration, after Cardinal Cassidy, in the name of the 
Catholic Church, has contradicted its text on serious points, uncovering its errors and ambiguities?

Your Magisterium ratifying in this manner the anathematised error of the si mu l justus et 
peccutor (at the same time just and a sinner), the ambiguity on the nature of grace, and on the free 
and meritworthy co-operation with it, loses its credibility.



These very serious words arc inspired only by our love of our Mother, the Holy Catholic 
Church of the Holy Apostolic See and of the Pope.

Please accept. Most Holy Father, the expression of our filial devotedness.

+Bemard Fellay
Auxiliary Bishop in the service of the Society of Saint Pius X 

Superior General

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD - SATURDAY 25TH DECEMBER

BRISTOL Midnight and
Midnight and

8.00 a.m.
BURGHCLERE
EDINBURGH

8.00 a.m. 
Midnight

11.00 a.m.GLASGOW
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER 1999 AT 2.00 P.M. 
AT ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL, BURGHCLERE

any contributions will be gratefully received (with the exception of second hand clothes) 
12 noon Mass - 4.30 p.m. Christmas Draw

The Christmas Draw will be similar to previous years. 1st prize £200, 2nd £100 and 3rd £50 as 
well as many consolation prizes. We rely on your support for the success of this venture. Helpers 
to man the stalls or provide their own stall arc urgently required. Please contact Father Dreher.



ALL NIGHT VIGIL
At

LONDON GLASGOW PRESTON BRISTOL

Friday 31st December 1999 8.00 p.m. Low Mass
11.30 p.m. Solemn Tc Dcum 
Midnight Sung Mass 
followed by Litany of the Saints
5.00 p.ra. Benediction

Saturday 1st January 2000

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - WEDNESDAY 8TH DECEMBER

BRISTOL 
BURGHCLERE 
EDINBURGH 
GLASGOW 
KEIGHLEY 
LONDON

7.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m.
1.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.

11.00 a.m. 
1.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m.

11.00 a.m.
7.00 p.m. 
7.00 a.m. 
7.00 p.m.

St Joseph’s Church 
St George’s House

PORTSMOUTH
PRESTON
WOKING

SAINT SAVIOUR’S HOUSE

Advent Retreats

The most appropriate way to prepare for the new Millennium of Grace is to make a good Retreat. Two of these 
have been arranged during Advent and will be preached by Father McLaughlin as follows:
Friday evening 3rd until Sunday afternoon 5th December and Wednesday evening 8th until Saturday afternoon 
11 th December. Recommended donation £40.00 and £54.00 respectively

Millennium New Year

It is proposed to close the old millennium of the Christian era and herald the new with a special act of 
thanksgiving and celebration with reparation to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. This will include an All 
Night Vigil on 31st December/1st January as well as other devotions. Corporal refreshment will not be excluded! 
It will be possible to stay at the Retreat House from: Thursday evening 30th December until Tuesday morning 
4th January. Recommended donation of £150

. Please pray for the following whose anniversaries occur about this time

GEMMA EDDOWES 
CYRIL PENNICOTT 

MARIE SALMON 
ROBERT DOYLE 

KATHLEEN O’DELL 
JAMES WORRALL 
CHARLES ASHBY 

NADEGE BACO 
JAMES SHEEHAN 

PAUL OXLEY

EMILY LOUIS 
JOHN WARRJNGTON 

KATHERrNE WHELAN 
GEOFFREY FORSHAW 

JOHN HARLEY 
ALICE PITT 

JOHN ROBrNSON DOW 
ENA HALL 

KATHLEEN BAKER 
MARGARET 

KENWORTHY BROWN 
KEVIN KENDRICK 
LESLEY DOUGAL 

JOHN MORRIS 
FRANK HUGHES 

BENEDICfA GRAY

FATHER STEPHEN RIGBY 
MISS O’SHEA 

LEONARD ADAMS 
ELIZABETH VALE 

DOMINIC DE TURVILLE 
FRANCIS LEWEY 

ANTHONY MILLER 
TERESA MARY NEALE 

HENRY DAY 
SYLVIA HOEPLER 
von HERMINGEN 

MARY HAMMERSLEY 
PATRICK TWEEDIE 
PATRICIA BAXTER 
VALENTIN BRAUN 

ALOISIA RAKOWITSCH

LAURA YEOMAN 
FATHER JOSEPH M1ZZI 

JOAN GOLBY 
MARGARET McF.WAN 

KRYSTINA CZAYKOWSKA 
RICHARD HEMELRYK 
KATHLEEN STOWALL 
JOSEPHINE NICHOLLS 

DAVID SUDLOW 
MARION SPRING

BERYL DALY 
FRANCIS DONOVAN 

ROY MORRIS 
THOMAS MAXWELL 
RONALD DELAFIELD

MURIEL HAYWARD 
VERE HARVEY BRAIN 

CHARLES STURTON-DAVIES 
JAMES TYMON 

PETER OSBORNE
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