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CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 1998

Feria
St Bibiana, VM 
St Francis Xavier, C.
St Peter Chrysologus BCD (Com St Barbara VM) 
St Sabbas Ab

Tue 1st
2ndWed
3rdThur

Fri 4th
Sat 5lh

2nd of Advent 
St Ambrose, C
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Feria
St Melchiades, PM 
St Damasus I, PC 
Feria

6thSun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur

7th
8th
9th
10th

Fri Uth
12thSat

3rd of Advent
Feria
Feria
Ember Day St Eusebius, BM 
Feria
Ember Day 
Ember Day

13thSun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu

14th
15th
16th
17th
18thFri
19thSat

4th of Advent 
SAINT THOMAS, AP 
Feria 
Feria
Vigil of Christmas
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
SAINT STEPHEN, Protomartyr

20thSun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu

21st
22nd
23rd
24th

Fri 25th
26thSat

In the Octave of Christmas (Com St John Ap) 
HOLY INNOCENTS MM 
St Thomas of Canterbury 
Of the Octave of Christmas 
St Sylvester I, PC

27thSun
28thMon
29thTue
30thWed
31stThu



LETTER FROM FATHER BLACK

My dear brethren,

My visit to Africa has now ended and I have many vivid impressions to share 
with you, and continue the story begun in last month’s Newsletter.

The Retreat at Harare ended on Friday evening, 16th October and the 
following day I was able to look at the town. As the first settlement (Fort Salisbury) 
was established there only one hundred years ago, there are not many things of great 
interest to be seen although the city is rendered quite attractive by the profusion of 
jacardana and bourganvillea blossoms at this time of year, and by the standards of 
Africa generally, the city is quite prosperous. The Anglican cathedral and the 
parliament building are the only noteworthy places and even these are quite ordinary 
in comparison to buildings in Europe. The present government of Zimbabwe has 
done everything possible to efface all memory of the country’s colonial past by 
changing its name, as well as the names of towns and streets etc. It came as a 
surprise, therefore, on visiting the parliament building to learn that the government is 
still based on the Westminster system and that much of the paraphernalia of the old 
Rhodesian parliament has been retained including no less than three portraits of the 
Queen hanging in prominent positions! The new head of state is so secure in the 
affections of his people that the road in front of his palace is closed from 6.00 p.m. to 
6.00 a.m. each day and anyone attempting to use this thoroughfare during these 
hours is, I understand, shot on sight! The country, once prosperous, is in severe 
economic decline and its currency so devalued as to have become almost worthless. 
This being the case, I agreed to have a collection for the Society there as even a 
modest sum from our point of view will represent considerable purchasing power in 
Zimbabwe. Consequently, a second collection will be taken at all Masses on 6th 
December for the benefit of the Society in that country.

On Sunday 18th October I preached and celebrated High Mass at the church in 
Harare. There are two priests there but the congregation does not number more than 
three hundred persons in the whole country! Nevertheless, a considerable amount 
has been achieved including the construction of a very pleasing church and small 
Retreat House, as described in the previous Newsletter. The following day I flew up 
to the Victoria Falls (one of the few places in the country which has not been 
renamed!) in the company of Father Esposito, the former superior of the Society in 
Italy who is now in charge of our house in Durban. The Falls are, of course, one of 
the most spectacular sights in Africa and my best expectations were fully fulfilled at 
the magnificent sight of “The Smoke That Thunders” even although the rainy season 
had not yet arrived and the Falls were not at the height of their grandeur. Afterwards 

had a short stop at the elegant Victoria Falls Hotel where we took a quick drink 
surrounded by colonial memorabilia which included a milestone at the foot of the
we



flagpole which marked the distance to Cape Town in one direction and Cairo in the 
other. (Sic transit gloria mundi!). Then we took a sail on an old River Boat up the 
Zambesi from which vantage point we could see much African wildlife - giraffes, 
elephants, hippopotami, baboons, monkeys etc. We returned to Harare briefly before 
going on to spend a couple of days with Father Okerse who is the priest-in-charge of 
our mission in Zimbabwe in the breathtakingly beautiful Inyanga mountains which 
form the border with Mozambique. The most impressive sight here was undoubtedly 
the Matrazi Falls, the second highest in Africa, which plunges over a sheer 2,400 ft 
cliff face. It was only after much persuasion that I found the courage to lie flat on 
my belly and peer over the cliff-edge!

On 24th October I returned to Johannesburg. It was the feast of Christ the 
King the following day when I had the privilege of celebrating the High Mass which 
was followed by a Procession of the Blessed Sacrament. About two hundred people 
assisted at this event which in its turn was followed by a celebration lunch at which 
most of the congregation participated. In the afternoon I visited the home of two 
black ladies in the congregation who live in the notorious township of Alexandra in 
the midst of almost unbelievable poverty and squalor. It was truly admirable to see 
how these fine ladies, through their great faith, really raised themselves above their 
surroundings and, by their example, others with them. On another occasion I was 
able to visit the better known township of Soweto. In spite of its African sounding 
name it is simply an abbreviation of “South Eastern Township”. It has, of course, 
become associated with the South African “Freedom Struggle” and synonymous with 
the oppression of the Apartheid regime but it is by no means the worst of the 
townships. In fact it is an enormous place (two million people live there!) and some 
parts of it are very prosperous. Further, it has even become something of a tourist 
attraction with regular coach tours around the township for the foreign visitors. 
Perhaps the principal attraction for the left-wing visitors to Soweto is the Regina 
Mundi Catholic Church. This was a centre of political activity before the new 
government came to power. Even now I found the sanctuary of the church almost 
entirely covered in an enormous banner urging the beholder to vote A.N.C. (Nelson 
Mandela’s party) and it was quite evident from the commentary of the official guide 
to the church - “an angry young man” - that the building’s religious aspect was 
entirely submerged in its political significance. It was in this church that President 
Clinton, on a visit visit to South Africa, was given Holy Communion.

Paradoxically, I found that most of the interest of Johannesburg lay in its 
uglier side. It is a dull city of high-rise buildings in its commercial centre, 
surrounded by vast areas of every kind of dwelling, from the poorest to the richest 
with no obvious common factor between them and little that was obviously attractive 
that I could discover.



About sixty miles to the north of Johannesburg is Pretoria, the capital of the 
Transvaal which is quite a different city, very pleasant with several places of interest. 
The most important edifice, which dominated the city before the era of modem, 
high-rise blocks are the stately, neo-classical Union Buildings which were erected to 
the be the Administrative centre of the new Dominion of South Africa which was 
intended to reconcile and unite the British and Afrikanen interests after the Boer 
War. On another hill near to the city stands the huge Voortrekker Monument, built 
to commemorate the Great Trek of the 1830’s when the Afrikaner people set out 
from the Cape to escape British rule (particularly after the Abolition of Slavery, a 
policy with which they disagreed) and after much hardship, fortitude and many 
adventures, set up their own countries of the Transvaal and Orange Free State. It 
was fascinating to discover that they came to see themselves in the role of God’s 
Chosen People travelling to the Promised Land, making a Solemn Covenant with the 
Lord, and casting the British in the role of the Egyptians and the natives as the 
Caananites! The events of the Boer War and the annexation of the Afrikaner 
Republics into the British empire heightened an anti-British feeling which the 
generous terms of the peace settlement failed to extinguish (i.e. the first three Prime 
Ministers of South Africa were all Afrikaner Boer War generals) and the success of 
the Afrikaner Nationalist Party in the elections of 1948 marked what appeared to be 
the ultimate victory of the Boers. From then on the Apartheid regime was 
systematically established and the British influence progressively diminished. It was 
in the following year, amid the euphoria of the Afrikaners, that their great monument 
which depicts that history in such a noble, heroic and victorious fashion was 
completed and dedicated. And yet it is simply a huge mausoleum, prophetic of the 
demise of all of the Afrikaner dreams and ideals of a white nation in South Africa 
which has taken place during the last few years.

On 28th October I flew to Gabon, in West Africa. This was formerly part of 
the territory of French Equatorial Africa. Archbishop Lefebvre spent many years as 
a missionary in this country before the War. The Society has two extensive 
properties in the capital, Libreville. One of these consists of a very large church, a 
priests house, buildings with several classrooms which are used for teaching 
catechism, and a small convent. On another site the Society recently acquired a 
building which was the former residence of the Ambassador of the United States of 
America. This has been transformed for use as a school. All of these buildings, 
although very pleasant, are quite simple by European standards. Our congregations 
in Johannesburg and Harare are almost exclusively composed of Europeans with 
congregations of similar size to what we have here at home. What a contrast, 
therefore, the Gabonese congregation represented! There is scarcely a white face to 
be seen among the three thousand people who assist at Mass on Sunday. This 
congregation is cared for by five priests, including Father Groche, the French 
Superior, and Father Carlyle, an Australian who is known to many of you. A young 
Gabonese priest who was ordained at Econe this year has just joined the community.



There are also four sisters of the Society. The congregation numbers a large 
proportion of children and very young people. Nine hundred and sixty-two people 
between the ages of 5-18 years attend Catechism lessons. This requires an elaborate 
organisation and it is quite extraordinary to see the Mission teeming with children all 
day Saturday. While one half are indoors having their lessons, the others are outside 
playing as they await their turn to occupy the classrooms. The (day) school has 
ninety-six boys and the church has seventy altar servers!

Obviously, with so much activity the Society’s work is largely limited to 
Libreville itself where, in fact, half of the population of the entire country live. 
Although the population is quite small, numbering approximately one million, the 
country is very rich in natural resources (i.e. petrol, magnesium and timber). It 
should, therefore, be a very prosperous country, but inevitably Libreville is just an 
enormous shanty town where the vast majority of people live in huts of corrugated 
iron and timber in what we would consider the extremes of poverty and unhealthy 
conditions. Yet this is considered to be quite a successful African country. At least 
it has a stable government. The president like every self-respecting monarch (he has 
reigned for thirty years - an amazing record for Africa!) has two splendid palaces, 
one in the centre of the city and the other on the outskirts of town. One morning I 
accompanied Father Carlyle on his round of sick calls and therefore had the 
opportunity to visit the inside of these miserable dwellings. There had been heavy 
rain the night before and the “streets” were a morass of mud with huge puddles right 
up to the doors of some of the huts so that it was sometimes necessary to pass 
through one to get to the other. More wretched living conditions could scarcely be 
imagined and yet in spite of all the people appear cheerful, very friendly, and - 
miraculously- quite clean. This is a picture which I have seen time and time again in 
South America, Asia and now Africa. In fact, it is simply the reality of life that the 
vast majority of the world’s population live like this. It is Western standards of 
living which are exceptional and we should constantly give thanks to God for all of 
the material benefits which he has given us. If our society had progressed as much 
spiritually as it has materially it would indeed be something to be proud of. As it is, 
our former Christian societies have lost their souls in the pursuit of mammon.

On Sunday 1st November I celebrated High Mass and preached in our church 
in Libreville. It was quite moving to celebrate Mass for a congregation of over one 
thousand people all singing the Mass with great fervour and devotion. The same 
experience was mine on All Soul’s Day when the whole congregation sang the entire 
Mass of the Dead by heart. This was quite common practice in Africa before the 
Council and it gives the lie to the common assertion that the Latin liturgy is alien and 
incomprehensible to non-Europeans. The day before I left the Gabon I was taken to 
a Mission Station at Donguila, about fifty miles from Libreville, but lost in the 
tropical forest, so that it could have been a thousand miles away. It had once been 
very flourishing, and had a handsome old church, a convent and separate school



buildings for both boys and girls, with workshops, large coffee plantations etc. 
Archbishop Lefebre had been superior there for a few years in the 1940’s. Although 
there is still a school there, the priests are gone (except the chaplain wearing the 
inevitable jeans and T’ shirt), the buildings are thoroughly dilapidated and Nature 
has reclaimed the plantations. It was all so eloquently symbolic of the Church of 
Today!

Now that I have completed this journey, I feel very privileged indeed for over 
the years I have witnessed for myself the wonderful work of our Society in every 
continent and have had the grace to be part of it from its first beginnings. I do not 
think it fanciful to suggest that here indeed we have a microcosm of the true Catholic 
Church. In every race and clime there remain devout souls who are determined, 
through God’s grace to remain steadfast in the Faith of their Fathers and who find in 
our Society the source of their fidelity, fortitude and consolation awaiting with 
confidence the dawning of that day when the Church will be delivered from her 
present shame and Our Divine Saviour will “sanctify it, cleansing it by the laver of 
water in the .word of life that He might present it to Himself, a glorious Church not 
having any spot or wrinkle or any such thing but that it should be holy and without 
blemish” (Eph. V. 26-27).

I should bring to your attention that the Society is organising a pilgrimage to 
Rome during the year 2000 from Tuesday 7th to Friday 10th August. The object of 
this pilgrimage is, of course, to manifest our Faith in Christ and His Church during 
this Holy Year which marks the beginning of a new millennium and it is Bishop 
Fellay’s fervent wish that as many people as possible from all over the world will do 
their utmost to be present. Please, therefore, keep these dates in mind. Details of the 
pilgrimage will be announced in the near future.

Father King has been ill recently and, on 4th November he had an operation in 
hospital for appendicitis. Although this was quite successful it will take him a long 
time to recover and to resume his normal duties. Please keep him in your prayers. 
As Father Wingerden is absent until the end of the year this represents a considerable 
problem and therefore it will only be possible to provide the most necessary and 
urgent services in the South during the next few weeks. This applies particularly to 
sick calls which are so time consuming in view of the long distances involved and 
the great number of them. Thank you for your patience and understanding!

With every good wish and blessing,

Yours most sincerely in Christ,

Reverend Edward Black 
Superior



SUNDAY MASSES
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1430Brighton
Bristol
Burghclere
Carlisle
Coventry

1430
1100 1100 1100 1100 

0800 080008000800
1800
1730 1730

Edinburgh 1300 1300 1300 1300

1000Glasgow
Groombridge

1000 1000 1000
(Tunbridge Wells) 11.00 1100

1100 1100 1100Heme Bay
Holnest
Keighley
Liverpool
London

1730 1730
1330 1330 1330 1330 

1300 1300 
1000 1000 
1200 1200

13001300
1000 1000
1200 1200

10001000 1000 1000Manchester
Middlemarsh
Newcastle upon Tyne
Newport
North Baddesley
Norwich

1500 1500
1800 1800 18001800

1500(Isle of Wight) 
(Southampton) 

(St Faith’s Priory)
1100 1100

17301730

11001800 1800 1100Portsmouth
Prestbury
Preston

1500(Cheltenham)
1000 1000 1000 1000

1800Redcar
Rhos-on-Sea 1615 1615(Mount Stuart Hotel)

1500 1500 15001500Triscombe
Tunstall

(Taunton)
1700 1700

0800 0800Wimbledon
Woking 1700 1700 1700 1700

VARIOUS OTHER MASS CENTRES

Thursday
Wednesday
Monday
Wednesday

17th December 
16th December 
21st December 
2nd December

7.30 p.m 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m.

Great Missenden 
Hemel Hempstead 
Plymouth 
Southend-on-Sea



Of your charity please pray for the repose of the souls of

VALETIN GERARD BRAUN of WELLS 
FRANCIS DONOVAN of HERNE BAY 

FRANK HUGHES of LONDON 
THOMAS MAXWELL of BATH 

PETER OSBORNE of MAIDSTONE

who died recently 
Requiescant in pace

Please pray for the following whose anniversaries occur about this time

LAURA YEOMAN 
FATHER JOSEPH MIZ2I 

JOAN GOLBY 
MARGARET McEWAN 

KRYSTINA CZAYKOWSKA 
RICHARD HEMELRYK 
KATHLEEN STOWALL 
JOSEPHINE NICHOLLS 

DAVID SUDLOW 
MARION SPRING

FATHER STEPHEN RIGBY 
MISS O’SHEA 

LEONARD ADAMS 
ELIZABETH VALE 

DOMINIC DETURVILLE 
FRANCIS LEWEY 

ANTHONY MILLER 
TERESA MARY NEALE 

HENRY DAY 
SYLVIA HOEPLER 
von HERMINGEN 

MARY HAMMERSLEY 
PATRICK TWEED1E

EMILY LOUIS 
JOHN WARRINGTON 
KATHERINE WHELAN 
GEOFFREY FORSHAW 

JOHN HARLEY 
ALICE PITT 

JOHN ROBINSON DOW 
ENA HALL 

KATHLEEN BAKER 
MARGARET 

KENWORTHY BROWN 
KEVIN KENDRICK 
LESLEY DOUGAL

GEMMA EDDOWES 
CYRIL PENNICOTT 

MARIE SALMON 
ROBERT DOYLE 

KATHLEEN O’DELL 
JAMES WORRALL 
CHARLES ASHBY 

NADEGE BACO 
JAMES SHEEHAN 

PAUX OXLEY

BERYL DALYMURIAL HAYWARD 
VERE HARVEY BRAIN

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

SATURDAY 5TH DECEMBER 1998 AT 2.00 P.M.

AT ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL, BURGHCLERE

any contributions will be gratefully received (with the exception of second hand clothes)

12 noon Mass - 4.30 p.m. Christmas Draw

The Christmas Draw will be similar to previous years. 1st prize £200, 2nd £100 and 3rd 
£50 as well as many consolation prizes. We rely on your support for the success of this 
venture. _____________________________ _



CHRISTMAS CARDS AND CALENDARS

These are now available at Mass Centres and churches at 25p each and depict a 
beautiful representation of the Adoration of the Magi by Bartholome Zeitblock.

Calendars from Australia which have been popular in previous years are also 
available at £6.50 each. This year they depict the Mysteries of the Rosary.

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - TUESDAY 8TH DECEMBER

BRISTOL
BURGHCLERE
EDINBURGH
GLASGOW
KEIGHLEY
LONDON St Joseph’s Church 

St George’s House

7.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m.

1.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.

11.00 a.m. 
1.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m.

11.00 a.m. 
7.00 p.m. 
7.00 a.m. 
7.00 p.m.

PORTSMOUTH
PRESTON
WOKING

ADVENT RETREATS 
at Saint Saviours House, Bristol

These Retreats have been arranged during Advent as follows:

Friday evening to Sunday afternoon 11th - 13th December 
Thursday evening to Saturday afternoon 17th - 19th December 

The Retreats will be preached by Father Boyle

Bookings should be made to Miss Hilary McDonald, Saint Saviour’s House 
Saint Agnes Avenue, Bristol BS4 2DU. - Recommended Donation £40.00



THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD - FRIDAY 25TH DECEMBER

BRISTOL Midnight and 

Midnight and

8.00 a.m.
BURGHCLERE 8.00 a.m. 

Midnight 

11.00 a.m.

EDINBURGH

GLASGOW

GROOMBRJDGE

KEIGHLEY

LIVERPOOL

LONDON St Joseph’s Church 

St George’s House

10.30 a.m.

Midnight 

12 noon

Midnight and 10.00,10.30 a.m.

8.00 a.m.

10.00 a.m.

11.00 a.m.

MANCHESTER

MIDDLEMARSH

12 noonNEWCASTLE

11.00 a.m.PORTSMOUTH

PRESTON

TAUNTON (Triscombe) 

WOKING

Midnight and 10.00 a.m.

11.00 a.m. 

Midnight



THE SOCIETY OF SAINT PIUS X
Saint George’s House 

125 Arthur Road 
London SW19 7DR 

Telephone 0181 946 7916

Resident Priests: Father Edward Black (Superior) 
Father Brendan King, Father Anthony Wingerden

Saint Mary’s House 
12 Ribblesdale Place 

PRESTON, Lancashire 
PR13NA 

Telephone: (01772) 885990

St Michael’s School
Harts Lane, Burghclere 
near Newbury, Berkshire RG15 9JW 
Telephone: (Day) 
Evenings/Weekends:
Boys residence:
Girls residence 
Junior residence:
Priests residence:
Resident Priests:

(01635)278137

(01635)278137 
(01635)255054 
(01635)253209 
(01635)278173
Father Joseph Drcher (Headmaster) 
Father John McLaughlin 
Father John Brucciani

Resident Priests: 
Father Leo Boyle 

Father Greig Gonzales 
Father Michael McMahon

Saint Saviour’s House 
Saint Agnes Avenue BRISTOL BS4 2DU 
Telephone (0117) 9775863 and 9777738 

Resident priest: Father Edward Black

Church of Saints Joseph and Padam 
Salterton Road 
LONDON N7

Church of Our Lady of Victories 
East Cliff, Winckley Square 

PRESTON, Lancashire

Church of the Holy Cross 
Sandy Lane, Maybury 
WOKING, Surrey

Chapel of Our Lady and Saint 
Lawrence 

MIDDLEMARSH 
Sherborne, Dorset

Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians 
14 Kingston Road 
PORTSMOUTH, Hants

Saint Andrew’s Church 
202 Renfrew Street 

GLASGOW, G3

Church of Saint Pius X
16 Deer Park Road, Off Alexandra Road South 
MANCHESTER 16

Church of Saints Peter and Paul 
193 Edge Lane 

LIVERPOOL 7
Church of Saints John Fisher 

and Thomas More 
Heme Street, Heme 
near HERNE BAY Kent

Church of Christ the King 
Devonshire Street 

KEIGHLEY, West Yorkshire

Church of Saints Margaret and Leonard 
110 Saint Leonard’s Street 
EDINBURGH, EH8 RD

Church of St Pius V 
Station Road, GROOMBRIDGE 

near Tunbridge Wells, Kent

Saint Faith’s Priory 
HORSHAM SAINT FAITH


