


CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 1998

Thur 1st St Remigius. BC
2nd The I loly Guardian Angels
3rd St Theresa of the Child Jesus. V

Fri
Sat

Sun
Mon
Tuc
Wed
Thur

4th .18lh alter Pentecost
St Placid and Companions MM
St Bruno. C
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY (Com St Mark PC)
St Bridget. W
St John Leonardi. C (Com St Denis. Ruslieus and Eleutherius MM) 
St Francis Borgia. C

5th
6th
7th
8th

Fri 9th
Sal 10th

19th after Pentecost (Com. Maternity of Our Lady) 
Feria
St Edward. King C 
St Callixtus I. PM 
St Teresa of Avila. V 
St Hcdwig. W
St Margaret Mary Alacoque, V

Sun nth
12thMon

Tuc
Wed
Thur
Fri

I3lh
14th
15th
16th

Sat 17th

20th after Pentecost (Com St Luke Ev)
St Peter of Alacantara. C.
St John Cantius. C
St Hilarion Ab (Com St Ursula and Companions VV MM) 
Feria
St Anthony Mary Claret. BC 
St Raphael. Archangel

18thSun
Mon
Tuc
Wed
Thur

19th
20th 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24 th

Fri
Sat

(21st after Pentecost) OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING
St Evaristus. PM
Feria
SS Simon and Jude APP
Feria
Feria
Our Lady's Saturday

Sun
Mon
Tuc
Wed
Thur

25th
26th
27th
28th
29lh
30thFri
31stSat

The Guild of Saint Monica's monthly Mass will be offered on Sunday 4th October



LETTER FROM FATHER BLACK

My dear brethren

I am very pleased to inform you that our new priests have arrived and are settling into their new posts.

Fathers Boyle and McMahon both arrived at the end of last month and said their first public Masses in 
the North on Sunday 30th August. Father Abraham left for his new post in Lille, France in the first week of 
September. A few days earlier Father Drcher arrived at Saint Michael’s School where he is now preparing for 
the next school year which will begin on Monday 21st September. Father Morgan will be returning from the 
United States some days before then and he will be staying with us for two weeks before he goes back to Post 
Falls definitively.

It was already a year ago that I announced the visit of Bishop Fellay to Saint Saviour’s and the news 
that the present Retreat House there would become a convent - a noviciate for the English-speaking Oblate 
Sisters of the Society. For various reason which have arisen in the intervening time, it is now unlikely that the 
Bishop will be able to establish the convent as he had envisaged.

The question must eventually be considered as to the best use of the Retreat House at Saint Saviour’s. 
These vast buildings are in fact rarely in occupation as we do not have Retreats so very often. It would make 
sense, as a long-term project, to extend the flats throughout the entire building with the old laundry (which is 
quite attractive and fairly extensive) transformed into a more compact Retreat House. Unfortunately, however, 
there arc still two fiats which remain vacant. This surprises me greatly as there had appeared to be a very 
considerable number of elderly people who expressed the wish to live in a place like Saint Saviour’s. As so 
often happens in life, people love an idea more than the reality and once the desired object becomes available 
the demand for it disappears!

In spite of that, however, the project has been very successful and I think I can say with confidence that 
our residents arc very happy with their attractive flats in such an exquisitely beautiful building, close to the 
Blessed Sacrament and (almost) daily Mass. Thanks to some very generous donations work has already begun 
to redecorate the splendid chapel which should emerge even more glorious in about two months time!

The curious phenonomcn of indifference can also be found in regard to our school. It is not so long 
ago that the impressive school which we have now seemed to be the dream of every Traditional Catholic 
parent. It was sad to consider that such parents were obliged either to endure the state system of education 
with all of its obvious dangers to Faith and Morals or else submit to the painful separation involved in sending 
their children far away to a Society school in a foreign country. And yet - in spite of the enormous advantages 
which Saint Michael’s offers there arc many parents who have apparently no interest in taking advantage of the 
only school in the country which ensures a true Catholic education for their children, while others still prefer to 
send their children abroad!

Nevertheless the School continues to prosper. This year seven of our children took their GCSE 
examinations and once again the results have been very impressive. For the 77 papers that were taken in 12 
subjects the results were as follows: 7 passes at A*, 38 at A, 16 at B, 13 at C, and 3 at D. Most heartfelt 
congratulations to our pupils who have proved themselves such a credit to the School and grateful thanks to 
our teachers who have produced such wonderful results.

I will be absent during much of October when I will be in Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) and South Africa, 
preaching a Retreat to our priests in these two countries. This will be my first visit to Africa and I look 
forward to seeing the work of our priests there. I should have much to relate on my return.

With every good wish and blessing.

Yours most sincerely in Christ

Father Edward Black 
Superior



es themselves, in fact, have rushed to 
acclaim the new humanism — the ‘caring 
society’ — as the very essence of Christian
ity. But it is actually quite pagan, concen
trating as it does on the merely worldly 
needs of people in a way which is pla nly 
contrary to the renunciations indicated in 
the teachings of Christ. This is not an aca
demic matter. For when Christians identify 
the present secular enthusiasm for humani
ty as basic Christianity — the love of neigh
bour — they are in reality accl<#ming and 
legitimising their own replacement.

Today in Western societies men and 
women are treated by the agencies of the 
state, and treat themselves, even more rig
orously, as material creatures with material 
rights, rather than as aspirants to transcen
dence. The possibility exists that in a centu
ry or so the Christian Churches will in large 
measure have been replaced by a kind of 
secular moral tyranny, the caring agencies 
of welfare, and that what is left of organ
ised religion, at least in the West, will have 
reinvented itself as a warm, sympathetic 
adjunct to material needs.

Multiculturalism is an agent in the pro
cess. Whatever its practical merits in recog
nising the differing values that are 
dispersed through society, the effect is cul
tural relativity — including religious values. 
The strength of Christianity once lay in its 
capacity to assist social identity; people 
looked to religion as a means of expressing 
their place in the cosmic scheme. Religion 
was a set of obligations owed to God. 
Today people regard religion as a species 
of tksr&pyi-# dimension of individual self- 
consciousness, individual meaning and 
reaffirmation. Religion is about what God 
owes them.

The real religion is now the Religion of 
Humanity, just as the rationalists at the end 
of the 18th century had always said it 
would be. Once again, Christianity has 
attached itself to the ruling idea of the age. 
Unfortunately for its survival as a distinct 
entity, however, the present mode of 
humanism is deeply secular.

A prediction of the future of religion 
made now will depend for its reliability on 
how the Religion of Humanity develops, 
and the extent to which the Churches per
sist in acclaiming their own replacement as 
an authentic version of themselves. In the 
end, of course, humanism will come a crop
per. Humanity is not very nice, and certain
ly not worth worshipping. We keep talking 
about the ‘sanctity’ of human life, but there 
is nothing very sacred about men and 
women. It is the life which is a sacred gift, 
not us. In the conditions likely at the last 
screaming chaos of the end of the world 
even the Church of England might begin to 
have its doubts about the values of humani
ty. And that, as the Radicals said, really will 
be the time to start getting worried.

THE DEVIL HAS 

A HUMAN FACE
If Christianity hopes to survive in the new 

millennium, argues Edward Norman, 

it must renounce humanism

AT THE END of the 18th century it 
rather looked as if Catholic Christianity 
was approaching its demise. Its institutions 
were ransacked by the revolutionary forces 
released by France, the Pope himself was 
to be carried into exile, and the intellectual 
rationalism of the age appeared set to 
demolish the concept of revealed truth. In 
England the Protestant Establishment 
looked more secure: the Church enjoyed a 
fixed relationship with the state.

But then, in 1828 came the repeal of the 
Test and Corporation Acts, a sensible 
recognition of the civil liberties of non- 
Anglican Protestants which was not con
troversial. Yet it unexpectedly opened up 
the constitution to further changes and, in 
the following year, opponents of Catholic 
Emancipation believed that it spelt the end 
of Establishment. For t-he 
was rendered an anomaly, to be governed 
henceforth by a Parliament no longer com
posed exclusively of Protestants.

A period of hostility to the Church of 
England had begun. Anyone observing 
from the middle decades of the last centu
ry, therefore, could reasonably have pre
dicted a bleak future for the Christian 
Churches; some, indeed, did exactly that. 
‘Destroy the Church of England?’ 
exclaimed the Radical Charles Buller in 
the 1830s. ‘You must be mad: it’s the only 
thing that stands between us and religion.’

Yet with the triumph of Ultramon- 
tanism, and consequent centralisation, the 
Catholic Church was to enter a century of 
growth and confidence. The Anglicans, 
too, were to replicate themselves overseas, 
and to respond with astonishing enterprise 
to the problems of social dislocation at 
home. Christianity became the vehicle of 
the moral seriousness of the middle classes 
everywhere. The Victorian boom in reli
gion was actually quite modest numerical
ly, and the new churches and schools 
funded by the bourgeoisie were never 
capable of keeping pace with the speed of 
population increase. But dynamism was 
inspired by a successful entrepreneurial 
class and, in varying degrees of effective
ness, it took place all over Europe and 
North America.

Through contact with liberal and Chris

tian values the other world religions were 
sanitised and made acceptable to Western 
sensibilities: widows were no longer incin
erated alive on their husbands’ funeral 
pyres, and the way was opened for that 
late-20th-century phenomenon, the West
ern idealising of Oriental religiosity, beads 
and mantras in Californian condominiums.

The lesson is that for religion to thrive it 
requires to be attached to non-religious 
social or cultural forces; either to a social 
class or a ruling elite, or to a great ideal 
which expresses their enthusiasm, or to the 
passions of national self-consciousness. 
The strength and vitality of modern Islam, 
for example, are in part a simple reaction 
to the preceding Westernisation of its val
ues, but in part also a series of nationalist 
reassertions. Christianity, too, is finding 
that in the developing world it can associ
ate itself with emergent cultural national
ism — in African countries especially — 
and scoop considerable rewards.

The difficulty for religion in a country 
like England is that the population never 
has been markedly religious. Just as in a 
general sense religion has ridden on the 
backs of national and cultural forces, so it 
has also been through family and local cus
tom (rather than the efforts at teaching 
Christianity by the institutional Church) 
that Christianity established a presence. It 
took care of rites of passage, and didn’t 
bother much about the details of belief.

Today the moral details of individual 
lives are falling more and more under the 
regulation of bodies set up by the state: all 
in the name of welfare and humanity. 
Christianity hardly comes into it; it is a 
matter of ordinary decency, in a collec
tivised form, delivered in a manner which 
does not apparently require any philosoph
ical or theoretical definition. The Church

es Church

Professor Edward Norman is Canon 
Treasurer of York Minster, and a former 
Reith lecturer.
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SUNDAY MASSES

OCTOBER 4 11 18 25

Brighton
Bristol
Burghclere
Carlisle
Coventry

1430 1430
1100 1100 1100 1100 
0800 0800 0800 0800
1800
1730 1730

Edinburgh 1300 1300 1300 1300

Glasgow
Groombridge

1000 1000 1000 1000
(Tunbridge Wells) 1100 1100

Herne Bay 
Keighley 
Liverpool 
London

1100 1100
1330 1330 1330 1330
1300 1300 1300 1300
1000 1000 1000 1000

1200 1200

1100

1200 1200

1000 1000 1000 1000Manchester
Middlemarsh
Newcastle upon Tyne
Newport
North Baddesley
Norwich

17301730
1800 1800 1800 1800

(Isle of Wight) 
(Southampton)

1500
11001100

1730 1730

1800 1100 1800 1100Portsmouth
Prestbury
Preston

(Cheltenham) 1500
1000 1000 1000 1000

Rcdcar
Rhos-on-Sea

1800
1615(Mount Stuart Hotel) 1615

Triscombe
Tunstall

1500 1500 1500 1500(Taunton)
1700 1700

Wimbledon
Woking

08000800
1700 1700 1700 1700

VARIOUS OTHER MASS CENTRES

29th October 
21st October 
7th October 
26th October

Great Missenden 
Hcmel Hempstead 
Southend on Sea 
Plymouth

7.30 p.m 
7.30 pm. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m.

Thursday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Monday



t
Of your charity please pray for the repose of the souls of

FATHER GEORGE GRIME of BLACKBURN 
ROY HENDERSON of CHRISTCHURCH 

hugh McGovern of bolton
JAMES SCOTT of LONDON

who died recently 
Requiescant in pace

Please pray for the following whose anniversaries occur about this time

FATHER DENIS MARCHAL 
mary McLaughlin 

WILLIAM IRWIN 
DOUGLAS HORSFORD 

PATRICK BRYAN 
CONSTANCE CLARK 

LEONARD RICHARDSON 
KATHLEEN BURGESS 
MARGARET MARTIN 

DOROUGHY VAUGHAN 
KEVIN HEANEY 

MARY SALISBURY 
JAMES BALDWIN

BRIAN MORAN 
TERENCE FITZPATRICK 

KATHLEEN BUTLER 
KATHLEEN VINTON 
CATHER McVEIGH 
AGNES KEATING 

MARIA KINGSTONQ 
ALOYSIUS FAUPEL 

BASIL LOTT 
KEVIN BOYLE 

PATRICK FERGUSON 
GEORGE GROSSMITH

W. HERRON 
MAURICE PERCIVAL 

PETER BEIGEL 
KATHLEEN BREEN 

VICTORIA PARSONS 
ROBERT LIOTARD 
TONY OSBORNE 
CECILIA BEVAN 

ANTHONY PRATT 
PHILIP DOUGLAS 
FRANCES BLACK 
WALLACE WEARS

JAMES COLLINS 
GLADYS WHITE 

JOSEPH RAWCL1FFE 
JOAN BAILEY 

KATHLEEN QUIGLEY 
JAMES MULLANEY 

JAMES CLARKE 
MRS SIM 

GLENISE KENNY 
WILLIAM GARRAT 

MARY KNOX

WEEKEND CONFERENCE FOR 
YOUNG CATHOLIC MEN AND WOMEN 

given by Father Wingerden 
Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th October

Following the success of the last conferences, another has been arranged at St Saviour’s House in 
Bristol. The weekend is intended to be both educational and entertaining. Those who attended the 
last conferences arc encouraged to bring someone new to this one. All are welcome. A donation of 
£15 is requested for meals and lodging (cheques should be made payable to M. Martinez.) If you 
would like to attend please contact Martin Martinez, 24 Hickin Close, London SE7 8SH (Tel: 0181 
858 2586 - evenings only).

ADVENT RETREATS 
at Saint Saviours House, Bristol

These Retreats have been arranged during Advent as follows:

Friday evening to Sunday afternoon 11th - 13th December 
Thursday evening to Saturday afternoon 17th - 19lh December 

The Retreats will be preached by Father Wingerden

Bookings should be made to Miss Hilary McDonald, Saint Saviour’s House 
Saint Agnes Avenue, Bristol BS4 2DU. - Recommended Donation £40.00



THE SOCIETY OF SAINT PIUS X
Saint George’s House 

125 Arthur Road 
London SW19 7DR 

Telephone 0181 946 7916

Resident Priests: Father Edward Black (Superior) 
Father Brendan King, Father Anthony Wingerden

Saint Mary’s House 
12 Ribblesdale Place 

PRESTON, Lancashire 
PR1 3NA 

Telephone: (01772) 885990

St Michael’s School
Harts Lane, Burghclere 
near Newbury, Berkshire RG15 9JW 
Telephone: (Day)
Evenings/W eekends:
Boys residence:
Girls residence 
Junior residence:
Priests residence:
Resident Priests:

(01635)278137

(01635)278137 
(01635)255054 
(01635)253209 
(01635)278173
Father Joseph Dreher (Headmaster) 
Father John McLaughlin 
Father John Brucciani

Resident Priests: 
Father Leo Boyle 

Father Greig Gonzales 
Father Michael McMahon

Saint Saviour’s House 
Saint Agnes Avenue BRISTOL BS4 2DU 
Telephone (0117) 9775863 and 9777738 

Resident priest: Father Edward Black

Church of Saints Joseph and Padam 
Salterton Road 
LONDON N7

Church of Our Lady of Victories 
East Cliff, Winckley Square 

PRESTON, Lancashire

Church of the Holy Cross 
Sandy Lane, Maybury 
WOKING, Surrey

Chapel of Our Lady and Saint 
Lawrence 

MIDDLEMARSH 
Sherborne, Dorset

Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians 
14 Kingston Road 
PORTSMOUTH, Hants

Saint Andrew’s Church 
202 Renfrew Street 

GLASGOW, G3

Church of Saint Pius X
16 Deer Park Road, Off Alexandra Road South 
MANCHESTER 16

Church of Saints Peter and Paul 
193 Edge Lane 

LIVERPOOL 7

Church of Saints John Fisher 
and Thomas More 

Heme Street, Heme 
near HERNE BAY Kent

Church of Christ the King 
Devonshire Street 

KEIGHLEY, West Yorkshire

Church of Saints Margaret and Leonard 
110 Saint Leonard’s Street 
EDINBURGH, EH8 RD

Church of St Pius V 
Station Road, GROOMBRIDGE 

near Tunbridge Wells, Kent

Saint Faith’s Priory 
HORSHAM SAINT FAITH 

near Norwich, Norfolk


