


CALENDAR FOR MAY 1991

Wed. 
Thu. 
Fri.

1st ST. JOSEPH THE WORKMAN 
St. Athanasius,
St. Alexander and Companions,

(The Finding of the Holy Cross) 
The Martyrs of England and Wales 

(Com. St. Monica, W)

2nd BCD
3rd MM

Sat. 4th

5th 5th after Easter
Rogation Day (St. John before the Latin Gate) 
Rogation Day (St. Stanislaus, BM)
Vigil of the Ascension 
THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
St. Antoninus, BC 
SS PHILIP AND JAMES, App.

Sun. 
Mon. 
Tue. 
Wed. 
Thu. 
Fri . 
Sat.

6th
7th
8th
9th

10th
11th

12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th

Sunday after the Ascension 
St. Robert Bellarmine,
St. Boniface,
St. John Baptist de la Salle, 
St. Ubald,
St. Pascal Baylon,
Vigil of Pentecost

Sun. 
Mon. 
Tue. 
Wed. 
Thu. 
Fri. 
Sat.

BCD
M

C
BC c

Whit Sunday 
Within the Octave 
Within the Octave 
Ember Day. Of the Octave 
Within the Octave 
Ember Day. Of the Octave 
Ember Day. Of the Octave

19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th

Sun. 
Mon. 
Tue. 
Wed. 
Thu. 
Fri . 
Sat.

Trinity Sunday 
St. Bede,

(Com. St. John I, PM)
St. Augustine of Canterbury, BC 
St. Mary Magdalen of Pazzi, 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
THE QUEENSHIP OF OUR LADY

26th
27th

Sun. 
Mon.

28th
29th
30th
31st

Mon. 
Tue. 
Wed. 
Thu.

PERPETUAL ADORATIONS

St. Mary's House, Cowling

10.00 a.m. 
6.00 p.m.

Mass and Exposition 
Benediction

24th MayFriday

PortsmouthOur Lady Help of Christians,

10.00 a.m.
12.00 noon 
6.30 p.m.

Exposition
Mass
Benediction

Saturday 25th May

ADOLESCENT SUMMER CAMPS

These camps will be for those 13-16 years, 
in Devon, apply Father Morgan, St. George's House. For BOYS 23-30 
August, St. Faith’s Priory, apply Father Wingerden, St. George's.

For GIRLS 22-29 August



PRIESTERBRUDERSCHAFT 
ST. PIUS X.

OH ' 401 3 R ICKENBAOH 
TEC. 003 -40 18 18

My Lords, 
dear confreres
dear seminarians and Brothers 
dear Sisters and Oblates,

It is in sorrow and mourning that I write you these lines to 
inform you officially of the last days and hours of our vene
rable Founder and, for many years, Superior General.

His Grace celebrated at Econe on the evening of the feast of 
St. Thomas Aquinas the Mass for the friends and benefactors 
of the Valais and then gave them a conference on the situation 
of the Church, on our duty in this combat, as well as our work 
for Christian institutions. He complained of stomach pains and 
was not present at the meal. The following day he offered for 
the last time the Holy Sacrifice of the altar, then leaving 
for Paris for a reunion with the directors of the Circles of 
Tradition, and that despite some pain. While travelling, the 
state of his health appeared to be very worrying. After having 
spent the first part of the night from Friday to Saturday in 
a hotel, he returned at dawn with Mr. Borgeat, his driver. At 
his own request he was admitted into the hospital of Marti- 
gny. The doctors at first thought it was an intestinal infec
tion and put him on a liquid diet.

In the afternoon of Monday the 11th of March, I visited him 
for the last time. He was very jovial and the pains had dimi
nished a little. "I think it is unjust", he told the nurse, 
"that you give me nothing to eat, but for all that charge me 
the same fare for board. You're doing good business with me". 
And turning to me, he said with a smile "I asked Fr. Simoulin 
to prepare my resting place.. If I could die as my sister, Sr. 
Jeanne, it would be a happy death." And in this context he 
said to me "I'll call you" - doubtlessly alluding to his last 
moments. I gave him the most recent news of the Society, 
which he listened to with great interest. I especially spoke 
to him of the project of a new Superior's House in Central 
Switzerland, putting forth the reasons in favour of it. "May 
God bless this project" was his conclusion. It was with these 
words that I left. In the evening of this same day, Fr. Simou
lin, at the request of Monseigneur himself, annointed him.

After a scan, the doctors diagnosed, on the 15th of March, a 
serious tumour. An operation would prove to be necessary. It 
was done on the morning of the 18th of March and was accom
plished quite normally; three large growths were extracted; 
consequent analysis showed them to be cancerous. A few days 
later, heart problems arose. That's why our patient was kept



in intensive care. On the Saturday before Palm Sunday, he as
sures Fr. Simoulin that he offers his sufferings for the So
ciety and for the Church. They were practically his last 
words.

On Palm Sunday, his temperature rose to 40* C. It was only 
able to be controlled by the strongest antibiotics. His Grace 
remained conscious but lost in the course of that Sunday the 
power to articulate. In the evening, at about 7 o’clock, Fr. 
Simoulin visited him again. His state was very worrying.

Towards 11 o'clock the hospital let Econe know that Monsei
gneur had had an attack, probably a lung embolism. The entire 
seminary community then assembled in the Chapel; Fr. Simoulin 
returned to the hospital and prayed at the Archbishop’s death
bed the prayers for the dying. He went into a coma. At 1:15 
a.m., on Monday, the telephone rang at the Mother House and 
Fr. Laroche told us that Monseigneur was in his last moments. 
While the community gathered in the Chapel, I left immediately 
for Martigny, where I arrived at 3:15. His Grace was being 
kept alive artificially, his body little by little dying. At 
3:30 the doctor gave notice of death. As a last loving service. 
I closed the eyes of our beloved Father.

what charityl 
”1 have 
I have

What a life, what a combat, what sacrifices.
And what a reward can he expect from the Triune God... 
fought the good fight 
kept the Faith." (II Tim 4, 7). It is now up to us to continue 
his work in faithfulness and courage, in wisdom and in love.

I have completed the course,

Virgo Fidelis, ora pro nobis.

Rickenbach, on the feast of the Annuntiation 
25th of March 1991

■fr. A&y
Fr. Franz Schmidberger 
Superior General



LETTER FROM FATHER BLACK

My dear brethren,

We will all by now have heard of the death of the dear
founder of our Society, His Grace Archbishop Lefebvre. He passed 
away in the early hours of 25th March 
Annunciation - in circumstances described in Father Schmidberger's 
letter, produced elsewhere in this Newsletter.

It was very providential that His Grace, for so long a 
member of the Holy Ghost Fathers, and for some time its Superior- 
General, should have passed away on this day on which the Church 
commemorates the Incarnation of Our Lord by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. Likewise it was appropriate that he who had such a great 
devotion to the Mass and the Holy Eucharist should have died in
Holy Week, having initiated what we believe will be the true
renewal of the Church. Having been buried during Easter Week, may 
the words of Our Blessed Lord be realised in him, "I am the 
Resurrection and the Life, he that believeth in Me, although he be 
dead shall live, and every one that liveth and believeth in Me 
shall not die for ever." (Jn. XI, 25)

the Feast of the

The body of the Archbishop was laid out in the chapel at 
Econe for several days before the funeral and thus it was possible 
to pay one's respects to this man who was truly great and good. 
Some interesting visitors came, among them the Papal Nuncio for 
Switzerland, accompanied by Bishop Schwery, the Bishop of Sion, 
the diocese in which Econe is located. Likewise came Father 
Bisig, the Superior of the Society of St. Peter, and Dorn Gerard, 
the Abbot of Le Barroux, who separated themselves from our Society 
after the Episcopal Consecrations in 1988.

The funeral took place on Tuesday 3rd April, and was arranged 
similar to the ordination ceremonies. A vast marquee was erected 
in the meadow in front of the seminary, in which the sanctuary was 
erected, and there were places for several thousand persons. 
People started to arrive from 4 a.m. onwards and by the time the 
ceremony began at 9 a.m. there was a gathering of approximately 
fifteen thousand. All the seminarians from Econe, Flavigny and 
Zaitzkofen were present , the Society nuns, and many other 
religious both male and female, including our own Redemptorist 
Community. There were about two to three hundred priests, most 
of them ordained by the Archbishop, and, of course, our four 
bishops.

The Archbishop's body was enclosed in a simple coffin, 
befitting a religious, and was carried from the seminary chapel to 
the catafalque by the different superiors of the Society in a 
procession led by Father Schmidberger.

The Mass was celebrated by Bishop Tissier de Mallerais, who 
was one of the first seminarians to enter Econe twenty years ago. 
His assistant priest was Father Aulagnier, (Superior of France), 
with Father Rifan, (Vicar General of Bishop de Castro Meyer), and 
Father Cottard (one of the original seminarians) as Assistant 
Deacons. Father Simoulin (Superior of Econe) was Deacon, and I 
was very privileged to be the Sub-deacon.

During a long sermon Father Schmidberger declared that the 
Society would continue faithful to the position of the Archbishop, 
who had left to us "something greater than himself." This sermon 
will be published in a subsequent Newsletter.



At the end of the Mass the five Absolutions were performed 
around the catafalque by Father Schmidberger and the four bishops 
in a very moving ceremony, before the coffin was carried to its 
final resting place in the mausoleum in the seminary garden which 
was constructed some years ago for the bodies of members of the 
Society who have already died at Econe.

The funeral of any loved one is inevitably an occasion of 
sadness because of the separation effected between the living and 
the dead. At the time of the Archbishop's death it had been 
almost exactly twenty years since my first meeting with him, and I 
had so many reasons to be grateful to him as a true spiritual 
father, a shining example of all of the priestly virtues, an 
inspiration to his priests and seminarians and one who had always 
shown great consideration and kindness to me personally. 
Nevertheless, neither I nor anyone else was overwhelmed with 
sorrow, but we all felt great peace and comfort on this occasion. 
In all of that vast crowd to whom the Archbishop had meant so 
much, I did not see a single person weep or even appear to be 
profoundly sad. We all felt that this was not so much an end as 
a beginning, and that the Archbishop's mission would be more 
effective after his death than it had been during his life.

Here was a fine 
priest who lived his vocation to the full and made the words of 
St. Paul his own, "I have received of the Lord that which also I 
delivered unto you". (I Cor.XI) His great faith animated an ardent 
charity, symbolised by his episcopal motto "Credidimus creditate", 
(We have believed in charity). Truly indeed, was his devotion to 
his Saviour demonstrated by wonderful fidelity to his priestly and 
episcopal vocation, which produced such great fruit, particularly 
in his latter years, at the end of an already illustrious life of 
service to the Church. Surely it is this fidelity which we would 
all do well to emulate for our own salvation as well as that of 
others, and for the good of the Church l

The servant is not above his master (Matt. 10, 24) and since 
all who would live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution, 
(II Tim, 3) - and that from the most unlikely quarters, and by the 
most preposterous accusations - so did our dear Archbishop suffer. 
One had only to read the articles which appeared in the Press - 
particularly the "Catholic" press. The Archbishop was represented 
as an exponent of fascism, in spite of the fact that he had never 
allied himself to any political movement, and that his own 
parents, to whom he was deeply attached, suffered greatly in both 
wars as a result of their resistance to the Germans; his father 
dying as a result of grave mistreatment in a German concentration 
Camp at Sonnenburg in 1944.

Even more extraordinary was the accusation of racism held 
agaainst him, in spite of the fact of his having devoted the best 
part of his priestly life to working in Africa,
African clergy by running a seminary while still a simple priest, 
and of later having the joy of voluntarily surrendering his 
Archdiocese of Dakar to one of his own seminarians, ordained and 
consecrated by himself. It is not surprising if Cardinal 
Thiandoum (for such he is 1) has always been one of the most 
faithful defenders of the Archbishop at the Vatican. Furthermore, 
he even sent a priest of his diocese to represent him at the 
funeral.In spite of all this the "Universe" did not blush to print 
in one of their articles that during his missionary years the 
Archbishop had been opposed to the ordination of black priests 1

May his example continue to inspire us 1

forming a native



The most cruel and severe injustice, however, which the 
Archbishop had to suffer must have been his so-called 
"excommunication" in 1988. What a recompense for one who 
throughout his entire priestly life had devoted all of his 
energies to further the true interests of the Church and of the 
Pope. The same work which a few decades earlier had merited him 
the highest ecclesiastical honours now merited him excommunication

The new post-Conciliar ecumenical programme of reconciliation 
found it impossible, however, to be reconciled with the Arch
bishop. The leaders of today's Church, who are always anxious to 
find value in and express esteem for the most extraordinary 
religions, which are as remote from Christianity as they possibly 
can be, have nothing but condemnation for traditional (i.e. 
authentic) Catholicism. Therefore the Archbishop was accused of 
promoting discord, division and even hatred, when in fact his aim 
was true reconciliation 
which is the very object of religion - through the grace and truth 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is this alone which can bring about 
true peace between men. Attempts at peace and reconciliation 
between men without reference to the Prince of Peace can only 
result in failure, for they represent a betrayal of Our Lord 
Himself. It was precisely the Archbishop's insistence that the 
rights of man depend on the rights of God, (hence his condemnation 
of the ecumenical Church and the secular state) and that the love 
of man depends on the love of God, (hence his condemnation of 
doctrinal and moral abberations) that made him unpopular in so 
many quarters.

the reconciliation of heaven and earth

who was accused by the religious
of Satan

Like his Divine Master,
authorities of the day of casting out Satan by the power 
in a plain contradiction of terms, so was our Archbishop accused, 
but he accepted all - as far as those closest to him could judge - 
with a perfect serenity.

Like all great men he was either loved or hated and like all 
great men his true value will not be realised and acknowledge^ 
until many years have past.

Therefore although we regret the passing of our dear Arch
bishop, we are "not sorrowful, even as others who have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again : even so them 
who have slept through Jesus will God bring with Him." (I Thess. 
IV, 13-14). Indeed we were never followers of Archbishop Lefebvre 
but only of the Eternal Priesthood of Our Lord Jesus Christ as so 
wonderfully exemplified in him. May God have mercy on his soul, 
and may we pray for him and he for us, that we may all by an 
absolute and uncompromising fidelity to Our Divine Saviour and 
Universal King hasten the day of His ultimate triumph over the 
minds and hearts of men.

Yours most sincerely in Christ,

/2 U
Father Edward Black, 

Superior



SUNDAY MASSES

MAY 5 12 19 26

Bath 11001100

Birmingham 1730 1730

Bradford 1900 1900 1900 1900

Brighton 1430 1430

Edinburgh 1230 1230 1230 1230

Glasgow 1000 1000 10001000

Guildford 1700 17001700 1700

1000 1000Herne Bay 1000 1000

Highclere 08000800 08000800

Liverpool 1600 16001600 1600

1000
1130

London 1000
1130

1000
1130

1000
1130

Manchester 13001300 1300 1300

1730Middlemarsh 1730

Newport (Isle of Wight) 1500

North Baddesley (Southampton) 1100 1100

Norwich 17301730

1800 11001800 1100Portsmouth

Prestbury (Cheltenham) 1500

1000 1000 1000 1500Preston

1100 11001100 1100Taunton

1100Tonbridge 1100

08000800Wimbledon

Please note that this month Masses in Birmingham will be on the 
second and fourth Sundays of the month ONLY. Masses will be at St. 

Faith's Priory, Norwich, on the first and third Sundays.

VARIOUS OTHER MASSES

30th May 
14th May 
21st May 
15th May 
1st May 

16th May 
8th May

Thursday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Wednesday

Great Missenden 
Hemel Hempstead 
Plymouth 
Reading
Southend-on-Sea
Tunstall
Worthing

7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m.
7.00 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m.
3.00 p.m.



Thursday 9th MayTHE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

10.00 a.m. 
12.30 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

10.00 a.m.
5.30 p.m.
1.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.

11.00 a.m. 
7.00 p.ra.
7.30 p.m. 

11.00 a.m.

COWLING
EDINBURGH
GLASGOW
GUILDFORD
HIGHCLERE
HOLNEST
LIVERPOOL
LONDON (St. Joseph's Church) 

(St. George's House )
1.00 p.m. and

PORTSMOUTH
PRESTON
TRISCOMBE (Near TAUNTON)

Thursday 30th MayTHE FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI

10.00 a.m. 
7.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

10.00 a.m.
5.30 p.m.
7.00 p.m.

11.00 a.m.
1.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m. 

11.00 a.m.

COWLING
GLASGOW
GUILDFORD
HIGHCLERE
HOLNEST
LONDON (St. Joseph's Church) 

(St. George's House )
1.00 p.m. and

MANCHESTER
PORTSMOUTH
PRESTON
TRISCOMBE (Near TAUNTON)

MAY PROCESSION, ST. FAITH'S PRIORY

The May Procession at St. Faith's Priory, Bank Holiday Monday 6th, 
will commence with Mass at 1 p.m. followed immediately by the 
Procession and Benediction. For London coach please apply at St. 
Joseph's Church repository on Sunday mornings or by post to Mrs.S. 
Horton, at 23a, Home Park Road, London SW19 7HP.

MAY PROCESSION, PRESTON

This year's May Procession in Preston will take place on Sunday 
26th, departing from the Church of Our Lady of Victories after 
Mass, which will commence at 3 p.m. The Procession will walk 
around Winckley Square and the grounds of the church.

CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION, HIGHCLERE

The Corpus Christi Procession at Highclere on Saturday 1st June 
will be at 3 p.m. (Mass at 12 noon). For coach from London please 
apply as for St. Faith's Priory, 6th May.

CANTERBURY PILGRIMAGE

The Canterbury Pilgrimage will take place from Friday 26th to 
Sunday 28th July. Details from: Miss J. Callaghan, c/o St. Faith's 
Priory, Horsham St. Faith, Nr. Norwich, Norfolk (Tel: 0603-898093)

CHILDREN'S SUMMER SCHOOLS

These will take place as follows : 
BOYS 
GIRLS

St. Faith's Priory - Tuesday 6th to Saturday 17th August 
St. Michael's House - Monday 5th to Friday 

The cost will be £40.00. Please apply to Father Black.
16th August



VISIT OF BISHOP BERNARD TISSIER de MALLERAIS

Saturday 8th June 11.30 a.m. Confirmation and 
High Mass

2.30 p.m. Conference 
ST. JOSEPH'S, 
LONDON

Sunday 9th June Bishop visits 
DUBLIN

6.30 p.m.Monday 10th June Confirmation, 
Mass and 
Conference, 
GLASGOW

Tuesday 11th June 7.00 p.ra. Confirmation, 
Mass and 
Conference, 
PRESTON

Mass, Blessing 
of Redemptorist 
Monastery, 
WARDEN, ISLE of 
SHEPPEY

Thursday 13th June 11.00 a.m.

Please come in large numbers to welcome Bishop de 
Mallerais on his first visit to this country.

Of your charity
please pray for the repose of the souls of

HIS GRACE ARCHBISHOP MARCEL LEFEBVRE 
GEORGE SHEA of PINNER 

MAISIE WOODWARD of MALDON

Requiescant in pace

Please pray for the following whose anniversaries 
occur about this time

MARY MOAT 
GEORGE SMITH 
DENIS TRAINER 

JAMES W.SHIPSTONE 
MRS WARNER 

BARBARA LEGGATT 
MR.D. FITZPATRICK 
PHYLLIS BALCOMBE

FATHER FRANCIS JOSEPH YATES 
TADEUSZ CZAYKOWSKI 
GLADYS I. M. HARVEY 

JOHN CALLAGHAN 
LEROY JOSEPH PERRY 
FRANCISCO VERICONTE 

FRANK CHARLES TARRANT 
HAZAEL ALEXANDER YOUNG

MURIEL BAILEY 
MARY BUTLER 

DONALD P. LOWDELL 
FRANCIS WOOD 

VERONIQUE DECEMBRE 
MARGUERITE ROGERS 

MARY CAHILL 
ALICE MARY PROCTER



THE SOCIETY OF SAINT PIUS X

Saint George's House, 
125, Arthur Road, 
LONDON SW19 7DR

(Tel: (001) 946 7916)

Resident Priests: Father Edward Black (Superior) 
Father Paul Morgan 

Father Anthony Wingerden

Saint Mary's House, 
157 Keighley Road, 

COWLING, 
Near KEIGHLEY, 

West Yorkshire BD22 OAH

Saint Michael's House, 
Andover Road, 
HIGHCLERE,
Near NEWBURY,
Berkshire RG15 9QU

Tel: Crosshills (0535) 635110Tel: Highclere (0635) 253209

Resident Priests: 
Father Andre Lemieux 
Father Brendan King

Resident Priest:

Father Edward Black

All correspondence should be sent only to the addresses above.

Church of Our Lady of 
Victories, 

East Cliff, 
Winckley Square, PRESTON, 

Lancashire

Church of Saints Joseph 
and Padarn,
Salterton Road,
LONDON N7

Chapel of Our Lady and 
Saint Lawrence, 

MIDDLEMARSH, 
SHERBORNE, 

Dorset

Saint Mary's Chapel, 
Lawn Road,
Off Portsmouth Road, 
GUILDFORD,
Surrey GU2 5DP

Saint Andrew's Church, 
202 Renfrew Street, 

GLASGOW, G3
Chapel of Our Lady Help of 
Christians,
14 Kingston Road, 
PORTSMOUTH

Church of Saints Peter 
and Paul, 

193 Edge Lane, 
LIVERPOOL

Church of Saint Pius X,
16 Deer Park Road,
Off Alexandra Road South, 
MANCHESTER 16

Saint Faith's Priory, 
HORSHAM ST. FAITH, 

Near NORWICH, 
Norfolk

Church of Saints John 
Fisher and Thomas More, 
Herne Street,
Near HERNE BAY, Kent

HERNE,

Saint Martin's Hospital Chapel, 
Midford Road,

Combe Down,
BATH



The funeral of Archbishop 

LEFEBVRE






