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CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 1990

Our Lady's SaturdaySat. 1st

2nd 1st of Advent 
St. Francis Xavier, C 
St. Peter Chrysologus, BCD 
Feria (Cora. St. Sabbas, Ab.) 
St. Nicholas, BC 
St. Ambrose, BCD 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Sun. 
Mon. 
Tue. 
Wed. 
Thu. 
Fri. 
Sat.

3rd
4 th
5th
6th
7th
8th

9th 2nd of Advent 
St. Melchiades, PM 
St. Daraasus, PC 
Feria.
St. Lucy, VM 
Feria
Our Lady's Saturday

Sun. 
Mon. 
Tue. 
Wed. 
Thu. 
Fri. 
Sat.

10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th

16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd

3rd of Advent. GAUDETE SUNDAY
Feria
Feria
Ember Day
Feria
Ember Day. ST. THOMAS, Ap. 
Ember Day

Sun.
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thu.
Fri.
Sat.

4th of Advent 
VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
ST. STEPHEN, Protomartyr 
ST. JOHN, Ap.
THE HOLY INNOCENTS
St. Thomas of Canterbury, BC

23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th

Sun. 
Mon. 
Tue. 
Wed. 
Thu. 
Fri. 
Sat.

Within the Octave 
St. Sylvester, PC

30th
31st

Sun. 
Mon.

BRADFORD CHRISTMAS FAIR

A Christmas Fair, in aid of Society Funds, and organised by 
Bradford Mass Centre, will be held at Cardigan House, Ferncliffe 
Road, Bingley, on 1st December, commencing at 10 a.m.



LETTER FROM FATHER BLACK

My dear brethren,

It was my great joy at the beginning of this year to announce 
a major project which has since been realised - the acquisition of 
St. Faith's Priory. Now, 
delighted to announce another enterprise of great importance - the 
establishment of a school by the Society in this country.

Over the years there has been much talk about such a 
possibility, but for many reasons, (which I outlined in the News - 
letter of August 1989), this seemed to me to be unfeasible until 
now. My main priority, as you are aware, has been to attempt to 
replace our Mass Centres with permanent churches and chapels, and 
the cost of running a school would be so great that this programme 
would inevitably have suffered, as we do not have unlimited 
resources. Since August of last year, however, we have acquired 
churches in Manchester and Herne Bay, as well as St. Faith's 
Priory. I have, at the present time, two other churches in view 
as possible acquisitions for the Society, and I beg your prayers 
that these will be realised in the near future.

as the year approaches its end, I am

We should constantly give thanks to God for all of these 
benefits which are simply the gift of His Providence, and this 
becomes all the more clear when one remembers that the Society in 
this country numbers no more than three thousand souls. Such 
progress as we have achieved has been beyond the expectations of 
all of us who have been with the Society since the beginning, when 
it started with nothing, and it is a constant source of amazement 
even to me who has had the grace 
sufficiently grateful 
hand of Providence at work in so many ways. "Unless the Lord 
build the house, they labour in vain that build it." (Ps. 126)

for which I can never be
to preside over this, and have seen the

Once again circumstances have made it opportune to plan 
seriously for the establishment of a school to begin next year. As 
long ago as 1983 I proposed to use St. Michael's House, Highclere, 
as a school, but lack of response made it impracticable. Now, 
however, is an auspicious tims as interest seems to have increased 
and especially as we have been offered the services of two 
teachers on a voluntary basis. Miss Ewa Czaykowska, B.A., 
P.G.C.E.,and Miss Wanda Czaykowska, B.Sc., P.G.C.E., have had 
long experience as teachers, and have been supporters of the 
Society from the very beginning.

Accordingly, it is proposed to begin a school for children at 
the primary level 7-10 years at Highclere, commencing in September 
of next year. The school will accept both boys and girls on a 
residential and day pupil basis. The Misses Czaykowska will be 
exchanging their present home for another in Highclere. which they 
will put at the disposition of the school and thus facilitate the 
reception of boarders of both sexes.

Fees have not yet been fixed, but they are expected to be 
modest, as the teachers will receive no salary, and I will be 
inviting contributions to a special School Fund which should 
reduce fees further, as I hope that it will not be necessary to be 
unable to accept children due to lack of financial resources. Fees 
will also be charged on a descending scale according to the 
numbers sent from individual families.



Providence continues to take care of us. TheHere again,
late John Barnicott of Portsmouth recently left a generous legacy 
for the education of seminarians at Econe. This will lift the 
heavy burden of these fees for two or three years, and so I hope 
that your generosity to the Priests Training Fund can now be 
directed to the school for this period of time. Please pray for 
the repose of the soul of John Barnicott.

Parents who wish further information with a view to enrolling 
their children in St. Michael's School next year, should write to 
me, giving names and ages of children. They will receive a 
prospectus of the school, which will give all necessary 
information.

Only one possible obstacle to the establishment of the school 
that of obtaining planning permission. Please pray withexists

great fervour that all necessary consents will be granted in order 
that the school may be established according to plan.

With every good wish and blessing.

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Father Edward Black, 
Superior

Saturday 8th DecemberTHE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

10.00 a.m.
12.00 noon
7.00 p.m.

11.00 a.m.
8.00 a.in.
1.00 p.m.

10.00 a.m.
11.00 a.m. 
11.00 a.m. 
12.15 p.m.

COWLING
EDINBURGH
GLASGOW
GUILDFORD
HIGHCLERE
LONDON (St. Joseph's Church) 

(St. George's House)
MIDDLEMARSH
PORTSMOUTH
PRESTON

Monday 25th DecemberTHE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
7.00 p.ra.

10.00 a.m. 
Midnight

11.00 a.m. 
Midnight

9.00 a.m.
8.00 a.m.

11.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m. 
8.00 a.m.

11.00 a.m. 
8.00 a.m.

10.00 a.m. 
10.30 a.m.

(Christmas Eve 24th)BATH
BRADFORD
EDINBURGH
GLASGOW
GUILDFORD
HERNE BAY
HIGHCLERE
HOLNEST
LONDON

Midnight and 
Midnight and 
Midnight and(St. Joseph's Church) 

(St. George's House )
PORTSMOUTH
PRESTON
TAUNTON
TONBRIDGE

Midnight and



SUNDAY HASSES

16 23 302 9DECEMBER

1100 1100Bath

1730 1730 1730 1730 1730Birmingham

1900 1900 1900 0930 1900Bradford

1430 1430Brighton

1230 12301230 1230 1230Edinburgh

1000 1000 1000Glasgow 1000 1000

1700 1700 1700 1700Guildford 1700

1000 1000 1000 10001000Herne Bay

Highclere 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800

1600 1600 1600 1600 1600Liverpool

1000
1130

1000 1000 
1130 1130

London 1000
1130

1000
1130

1300 1300 1300 1300 1300Manchester

15001500Middlemarsh

1500Newport (Isle of Wight)

North Baddesley (Southampton) 1100 1100

1800 1100 11001800 1100Portsmouth

1500Prestbury (Cheltenham)

1000 1000 1000 1000 1000Preston

1100 1100 11001100 1100Taunton

11001100Tonbridge

08000800Wimbledon

VARIOUS OTHER HASSES

27th December 
11th December 
18th December 
19th December 
5th December 

13th December 
12th December

Thursday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Wednesday

7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m.
7.00 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m.
3.00 p.m.

Great Missenden 
Hemel Hempstead 
Plymouth 
Reading
Southend-on-Sea
Tunstall
Worthing



ADVENT RETREATS

The Retreat to be held at St.Michael's House, Highclere from 
Tuesday evening 11th to Sunday morning 16th December, is now fully 
booked. An additional Retreat has therefore been arranged for the 
previous week, Tuesday 4th to Sunday 9th December. This will also 
be preached by Father Morgan and Father Wingerden on the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius. Please apply to Father Morgan, at St. 
George's House.

CALENDARS 1991

Calendars for 1991, featuring the Holy Mass celebrated by 
His Grace Archbishop Lefebvre, are now available at Mass Centres, 
price £6.50,
including postage and packing. Please mark envelope "CALENDARS".

St. Joseph's Calendars are now also available at Mass 
Centres price £5.50. By post from St. George's House, price £6.50 
including postage and packing. Please mark envelope "CALENDARS".

Society Christmas cards available at Mass Centres at a cost 
of 20 pence each, or by post from St. George's House, price £2.30 
per pack of ten, including postage. Please note "CHRISTMAS CARDS".

or by post from St. George's House, price £7.30,

CATECHISM CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

As announced in last month's Newsletter, a Catechism 
Correspondence Course is being organised by Father Wingerden, and 
parents are urged to enrol their children as soon as possible, by 
writing to him at St. George's House, giving names and ages of the 
children who will follow the course.

This will consist of instructions with work to be done by 
the pupil and returned to Father. The corrected copy will be sent 
back with the following lesson. Other features will include 
competitions for religious essays and pictures, etc., and every 
attempt will be made to make the course sustain the children's 
interest as well as giving a sound Catholic formation. Where 
there are sufficient children in one area it is hoped to bring 
them together from time to time for common activities.

No charge will be made for the course. A First Class stamp 
must, however, be sent with each communication in order to defray 
postage costs.

Please pray for the following whose anniversaries 
occur about this time

EMILY LOUIS 
JOHN WARRINGTON 

MISS O'SHEA 
LEONARD ADAMS 

KATHLEEN O'DELL 
MARIE
FRANCIS LEWEY 

GEOFFREY BEDE FORSHAW

THE REVEREND JOSEPH MIZZI 
KATHLEEN WHELAN 
MARGARET McEWAN 

JOHN ROBINSON DOW 
KRYSTINA CZAYKOWSKA 

DOMINIQUE DE TURVILLE 
JOHN JOSEPH HARLEY

LAURA YEOMAN 
CYRIL PENNICOTT 

GEMMA EDDOWES 
JOHN GOLBY 

RICHARD HEMELRYK 
KATHLEEN STOWALL 
ALICE ELLEN PITT 
MARGARET KENWORTHY-BROWNE

SALMON

SYLVIA HOEPLER VON HERMINGEN



MEDITATION FOR THE END OF THE YEAR

The following meditation is given for the twentieth Sunday after 
Pentecost by the great nineteenth century liturgist Dora Gueranger, 
in his classic work "The Liturgical Year". These words, written 
one hundred years ago, are particularly relevant to our own days.

As the nuptials of the Son of God approach their 
final completion, there will be, also, on the side of 
hell, a redoubling of rage against the bride, with a 
determination to destroy her. The dragon of the 
Apocalypse,1 the old serpent who seduced Eve, will 
cast out water, as a river, from his mouth2—that 
iB, he will urge on all the passions of man, that 
they may league together for her ruin. But, do 
what he will, he can never weaken the bond of the 
eternal alliance ; and, having no power against the 
Church her6elf, he will turn his fury against 
the last children of the new Eve, who will have 
the perilous honour of those final battles, which 
are described by the prophet of Patmos.3

It is then, more than at all previous times, that 
the faithful will have to remember the injunction 
given to us by the apostle in to-day's Epistle. 
They will have to comport themselves with that 
circumspection which he enjoins, taking every 
possible care to keep their understanding, no less 
than their heart, pure, in those evil days. Super
natural light will, in thoee days, not only have to 
withstand the attacks of the children of darkness, 
who will put forward their false doctrines; it will, 
moreover, be minimized and falsified by the very 
children of the light yielding on the question of 
principles; it will be endangered by the hesitations, 
and the human prudence, of those wbo are called 
far-seeing men. Many will practically ignore the 
master-truth, that the Church never can be over
whelmed by any created power. If they do re- 

1 Apoc. xii. 9. » I bid. 15. » Ibid. 17



member that our Lord has promised to uphold 
His Church even to the end of the world,1 they 
will still believe that they do a great service to the 
good cause by making certain politically clever 
concessions, not weighed in the balance of the 
sanctuary. Those future worldly-wise people will 
forget that our Lord needs no shrewd schemes to 
help Him to keep His promise; they will entirely 
overlook this most elementary consideration, that 
the co-operation which JeBus deigns to accept at 
the hand8 of His servants in tbe defence of the 
rights of His Church, never could consist in tbe 
disguising of those grand truths which constitute 
the power and beauty of the bride. They will 
forget the apostle’s maxim, laid down in hi6 
Epistle to the Homans, that to conform oneself to 
this world, to attempt an impossible adaptation of 
the Gospel to a world that is unchristianized, is 
not the means for proving what is the good, and 
the acceptable, and the perfect will of God.2 So 
that it will be a thing of great and rare merit, 
in many an occurrence of those unhappy times, 
merely to understand what u the will of God, as 
our Epistle expresses it.

Look to yourselves,* would St. John say to 
those men,‘ that ye lose not the things which ye 
have wrought; make yourselves sure of the full 
reward,* which is given only to the persevering 
thoroughness of doctrine and faith !* Besides, it 
wiir be then, as in all other times, that, according 
to the saying of the Holy Ghost, the simplicity of 
tbe just shall guide them,4 and far more safely than 
any human ingenuity could do; humility will give 
them wisdom;6 and, keeping themselves closely 
united to this noble companion, they will be mado 
truly wise by her, and will know what is acceptable

1 St. Matt, rrviii. 20. * Bom. xii. 2. 3 2 St. John 8, 0.
♦ Prov. xi. 8. 4 Ibid. 2.



to God.1 They will understand that, aspiring ILke 
the Church herself to union with the eternal Word, 
fidelity to the Spouse, for them as for the Church, 
is nothing else than fidelity to the truth; for the 
Word, who i6 the one same object of love to both 
of them, is, in God, no other than the splendour of 
infinite truth.2 Their one care, therefore, will ever 
be to approach nearer and nearer to their Beloved, 
by a continually increasing resemblance to Him—- 
that is to eay, by the completest reproduction, both 
in their worda and works, of the beautiful truth. 
By so doing, they will be serving their fellow- 
creatures in the best possible way, for they will be 
putting in practice the counsel of Jesus, who bids 
them seek first the kingdom of God and His jostice, 
and confide in Him for all the rest.3 Others may 
have recourse to human and accommodating com
binations, fitted to please all parties; they may 
put forward dubious compromises, which (so their 
suggesters think) will keep back, for some weeks or 
some months perhaps, the fierce tide of revolution j 
but those who have God’s spirit in them will put a 
very different construction on the admonition given 
us by the apostle in to-day’s Epistle, where he tells 
us to redeem the time.

It was our Lord who bought time, and at a great 
price; and He bought it for us, that it might be 
employed by His faithful servants in procuring 
glory for God. By most men it is squandered away 
in sin or folly; but those who are united to Christ, 
as living members to the 6pouso of their souls, 
will redeem it—that is, they will put such an 
intensity into their faith and their love that, as far 
as it is possible for human nature, not a moment 
of their time shall be anything but an earnest 
tribute of service to their Lord. To the insolent 
and blasphemous things which are then to be 

* Wind. ix. 10. * Ibid, riL 25, 20. * 6l Matt. vi. S3.



spoken by the beast,1 these determined servants of 
God will give, for their brave answer, the cry of 
St. Michael, which he uttered against satan, the 
helper of the beaBt :* * Who is like unto God ?’

These cloeing weeks of the year used, in olden 
times, to be called ‘ Weeks of the holy Angel.' 
We have seen, on one of these Sundays,1 how the 
liturgy formerly announced the great Archangel’s 
coming to the aid of God’s people, according to the 
prophecy of Daniel.4 When, therefore, the final 
tribulations shall commence; when exile shall 
scatter the faithful, and the sword shall slay them,6 
and the world shall approve all that, prostrate, as 
it then will be, before the beast and his image®— 
let us not forget that we have a leader chosen by 
God, and proclaimed by the Church ; a leader who 
will marshal us during those final combats, in 
which the defeat of the saints7 will be more glorious 
than were the triumphs of the Church in the days 
when she ruled the world. For what God will then 
ask of His servants is not success of diplomatical 
arrangements, nor a victory won by arms, but 
fidelity to His truth—that is, to His Word; a fidelity 
all the more generous and perfect, as there will be 
an almost universal falling off around the little 
army fighting under the Archangel’s banner. 
Uttered by a single faithful heart, under such 
circumstances, ana uttered with the bravery of 
faith and the ardour of love, the cry of St. Michael, 
which heretofore routed the infernal legions, will 
honour God more than the blasphemies uttered by 
the millions of degraded followers of the beaBt will 
insult Him.

Let us be thoroughly imbued with these thoughts 
which are suggested by the opening lines of
Epistle. Let us also master the other instructions 
it contains, and which, after all, differ but little 
from those we have been developing. As the 
Gospel of the nuptiala of the Son of God and the 
invitation to His divine banquet was formerly read

our

* The Seventeenth.
• Ibid. 8, 4, 6,15.

» Ibid. Q. 
Apoc. xiii. 7,10. 

1 Ibid. 7.

1 Apoc. liiL 6, 8. 
4 Dan. zii L •



on this day, our holy mother the Church appropri
ately points out in the Epistle the immense differ
ence there is between these sacred delights, and the 
joys of the world’s marriage-feasts. The calm, the 
purity, the peace of the just man, who is admitted 
into intimacy with God, are a continual feast to his 
soul j1 the food served up at that feast is Wisdom;2 
Wisdom, too, is the beloved Guest, who is un
failingly there.3 The world is quite welcome to its 
silly, and often shameful, pleasures; the Word and 
the soul, which, in a mysterious way, He has filled 
with the holy Spirit,4 join together to sing to the 
eternal Father in admirable unison ; they will go 
on for ever with their hymns of thanksgiving and 
praise, for the materials of both are infinite. The 
hideous sight of the earth’s inhabitants, who will 
then by thousands be paying homage to the harlot 
who sits on the beast, and offers them the golden 
cup of her abominations—no, not even that will 
interfere in the least with the bliss caused in 
heaven by the sight of those happy souls on earth. 
The convulsions of a world ip its last agony, the 
triumphs of the woman drunk with the blood of 
the martyrs,6 far from breaking in on the harmony 
of a soul which is united with the Word, will but 
give greater fullness to the divine noteB, and 
greater sweetness to the human music of her song. 
The apostle tells all this in his own magnificent 
way, whore he says: ‘Who,then, shall separate ub 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation? or 
distress? or famine? or nakedness? or danger? 
or persecution ? or the sword ? It is written : For 
thy sake we are put to death all the day long; we 
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter1—but in 
all these things we overcome, because of Him that 
hath loved us. For I am 6ure that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor might, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 6hall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.2

1 Prov. xv. 15.
* Wisd. viii. 16 ; Apoc. iii. 20.

* Apoc. ini. 1-6.

* Ecclus. xxiv. 29.
« Cant. L 1.

1 Pb. xliii. 22. 3 Roux viii. 85-39.
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