


CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 1988
THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
Fcria.

Fri. 1st 
Sat 2nd

+Sun. 3rd 
Mon. 4th 
Tuc. 5th 
Wed. 6th 
Thu. 7th 
Fri. 8th 
Sat. 9th

THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS. 
Fcria.
St. Tclcphorus, PM.
THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD. 
Feria.
Fcria.
Fcria.

THE HOLY FAMILY.
St. Hyginus, PM.
Fcria.
The Baptism of Our Lord.
St. Hilary, BCD (Com. St. Felix of Nola, M). 
St. Paul, C. (Com. St. Maurus, Ab.)
St. Marccllus I, PM.

+Sun. 10th 
Mon. 11th 
Tuc. 12th 
Wed. 13th 
Thu. I4th 
Fri. 15th 
Sat. 16lh

+Sun. 17th 
Mon. 18th 
Tuc. 19th

2nd after Epiphany.
St. Prisca, VM.
SS Marius, Martha, Audifax and Abachum, MM.

(Com. St. Canute, M.)
SS Fabian and Sebastian, MM.
St. Agnes, VM.
SS Vincent and Anastasius, MM.
St. Raymond of Penafort, C (Com. St. Emcrantiana, VM.)

Wed. 20th 
Thu. 21st 
Fri. 22nd 
Sat. 23rd

3rd after Epiphany.
Conversion of St. Paul, Ap.
St. Polycarp, BM.
St. John Chrysostom, BCD.
St. Peter Nolasco, C. (Com. St. Agnes, VM). 
St. Francis dc Sales, BCD.
St. Martina, VM.

+Sun. 24th 
Mon. 25th 
Tue. 26th 
Wed. 27th 
Thu. 28th 
Fri. 29th 
Sat. 30th

4th after Epiphany.+Sun. 31st

VARIOUS OTHER MASSES

Bolton
Great Missenden
Hemd Hempstead
Plymouth
Southend-on-Sea
Southport
Tavistock
Tunstall
Worthing

7.30 pm Tuesday 26th January 
7.30 pm Thursday 28th January 
7.30 pm Tuesday .12th January 

12.15 pm Wednesday 13th January 
7.30 pm Wednesday 27th January 

7.30 pm Thursday.22nd January 
7.00 pm Tuesday 12th January 

7.00 pm Thursday 14th January 
3.00 pm^1 ednesday 13th January2



LETTER TO FRIENDS AND BENEFACTORS NO. 33
from the Superior General of the Society of St. Pius X, 

Father Franz Schmidberger.
Dear Friends and Benefactors,

With the announcing of the consecration of bishops by Archbishop Lefebvre 
at the priestly ordinations in Econe on June 29th of this year, there began in 
Rome an almost feverish search for a solution. In this setting Monsignor held on 
July 14th a conversation with Cardinal Ratzinger, in which he undisguisedly put 
before the Prefect of the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith the 
differences between Catholic Tradition and today’s modernist, liberal Rome: 
“You deny Our Lord Jesus Christ, His rights over consciences and human 
society, you are working in the direction of de-Christianization; we are working 
to re-Christianize. For us Jesus Christ is everything: He is the Church, He is the 
Church’s priesthood, He is the Holy Mass, He is our apostolate, He is the 
Catholic school, He is Catholic marriage and family, He is the Catholic state.”

In a letter dated July 28th, the Cardinal made suggestions for a concrete 
solution:
— The signature of a declaration concerning the Novus Orde Missae and the 
Council is no longer required as a pre-condition of any agreement! Commentary 
of Archbishop Lefebvre: “At last they are recognizing that we are Catholic!”
— Rome is willing to recognize the use by the Priestly Society of the liturgical 
books of 1962. — For us this is a cause of rejoicing.
— The Priestly Society may continue to form priests according to its own 
charisma! — This gives us great satisfaction.
— The Holy See is ready to name a Cardinal Visitor for a transition period who 
would decide on the admission of candidates to Holy Orders and who would 
watch over the orthodoxy of teaching, the spirit of thinking with the Church, and 
the union with the Pope in Rome. — Reply of his Excellency, the Archbishop: 
“We have always wished for a Cardinal Visitor and we are ready and willing to 
discuss with him a definitive, canonical settlement for the Priestly Society. At the 
same time there can be no question of our relinquishing at any point in time our 
authority over, or responsibility for, our own seminarians.”

What sort of a solution might seem possible? Speculation on this question has 
often put forward as model a personal prelature of the kind that has been 
granted to Opus Dei. Another practical solution would be the creation of an 
individual rite for the traditional liturgy, such as exists, for example, with the 
Maronites or Byzantines. This would at the same time ensure both our basic 
submission to the Holy See and the greatest possible independence. This 
independence includes especially the freedom to struggle against the errors of 
our day within the Church and it includes also the consecration of bishops as a 
guarantee for the handing down of the Faith and of sacramental life. Thus, we 
are demanding no other right than that of being able to continue the 2000-year 
tradition of the Church without any diminution; the right to guard and to
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proclaim, by applying all suitable means, the supernatural order of salvation, 
and to defend and spread the Kingship of Jesus Christ over society against the 
ideologies of godless religious liberty, a ruinous ecumenism, and an un-Catholic 
liturgy. This right is at the same time a holy duty before God and before the 
Church, not only for Archbishop Lefebvre and the Priestly Society founded by 
him, but also for all Catholics, be they clergy or layfolk.

Dear Friends and Benefactors! Will such a solution, or anything like it, come 
to pass? No one can answer this question in the present state of things. An 
exaggerated optimism, a false spirit of conciliation, but also any 
narrowmindedness, would all be bad counsellors in the coming negotiations:
— If an agreement is reached, then certainly new and fruitful areas open up for 
our apostolate and many a bishop may already be thinking of inviting us into his 
diocese in order there to take over the seminary, a school, or a retreat house.
— If because of the blindness of the authorities in the Church and the hardness 
of their hearts a solution does not come about, then Archbishop Lefebvre will be 
compelled, without hestitating or waiting any longer, to consecrate three or four 
bishops, since the Priestly Fraternity of St. Pius X includes 205 priests active in 
23 countries on all 5 continents and 280 seminarians in 5 major seminaries, who 
are being urgently requested to cater to the spiritual hunger of Catholics 
throughout the world. At this point in time alone, our friends in Guatemala, 
Brazil, Paraguay, Sri Lanka, Japan, New Guinea and Lebanon are waiting with 
longing for the founding of one of our priories.

One thing remains sure: since the Church belongs wholly to the supernatural 
order of salvation, this crisis of the Church can and must be overcome only by 
working outward from within with supernatural means: an unconditional trust 
in the goodness of God’s providence and the efficacy of His grace; the loving 
embrace of the redeeming cross of Jesus Christ; earnest and persevering prayer; 
daily self-mortification and resurrection to a sharing in the life of the Most Holy 
Trinity; a burning zeal for the sanctuary of God and for the spreading of the 
Kingdom of Christ the King; the battle against error, sin, and scandal of every 
kind; the childlike giving of oneself to the Mother of the Incarnate Word, Queen 
of the Most Holy Rosary, Mediatrix of all graces, who has alone overcome all 
heresies in the world and who today too in this apocalyptic age will trample upon 
the head of the serpent of Hell.

Orate frates, orate sine intermissione.—Pray brethren, pray without ceasing!
Oh Cod. who art strength 
unchanging and light eternal, 
look graciously down upon the 
marvel and saving mystery of 
thy whok Church and in peace 
bring about the work of the 
salvation of mankind by the 
fulfilling uf Thy eternal 
design: 
experie
was downcast is raised up, how 
what had grown old is renewed, 
how all things regain their 
pristine integrity through Him 
from Whom they look their 
beginning: Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Thy son. who lives and 
reigns with Thee in the unity 
of the Holy Ghost. Cod. 
forever and ever. Amen.
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Oralio
Deus, incommulabilis vinus et 
lumen aeternum: respite # 
propilius ad totius llcclcsiac 
luae mirabile sacramentum, et 
opus salulis humanae, 
pcrpctuac disposilionb 
cfTeclu, tranqudlius ope rare; 
totusque mundus eipcriatur cl 
vidcat. dejecta erigi, 
inveterate renovari. ct per 
ipsum redire omnia in 
integrum, a quo sumpscre 
principium: Dominum nostrum 
Jesum Christum, Filium luum: 
Qui tecum vivit cl regnat in 
unitalc Spirilus Sancli, Deus. 
per omnia saecula sacculorum. 
Arncn.

Rkkcnhath, on the feast of the Motherhood of Mary. 
October II. IW7.
I;r. Franz Schmidbcrgcr.
Superior General.

may the whole work! 
ncc and sec how what



CENTRES MASSES
SundaysMonth

January 312410 173
Bath
Bradford
Birmingham
Brighton
Edinburgh
Glasgow
Guildford
Herne Bay
Highclere
Holnest
Liverpool
London

1030 1030
1900 1900 1900 1900 1900
1700

1430-) 1830 1830
18301830 1600 16001 1700 1700 17001700 1700

1700 1700
0800 0800 0800 0800 0800

1730 1730
16001600 1600 1600

1000 1000 1000 10001000
11301130 1130 1130 1130

Manchester
Middlesbrough
Newport (Isle of Wight)
North Baddesley
(Southampton)
Prestbury
(Cheltenham)
Preston
Portsmouth
Taunton
Tunbridge Wells
Tunstall
Wimbledon

1230 1230 1230 1230 1230
1200
1530

1100 1100

1600
10001000 1000 1000 1000
11001100

1430 1430
1100 1100
1530
0800 0800

ST. PIUS X 250 PLUS CLUB
The fourth Draw took place at St. Andrew’s Church Hall, Glasgow, on 

Sunday 22nd November. The first prize of £240.00 was won by Miss Callaghan 
of London. The second prize of £144.00 was won by Miss W. Cornwell of 
London and the third prize of £96.00 was won by Miss M. Pearce of Ascot, 
Berkshire.

Applications are now being taken for membership of the 250 Club for the year 
1988. These should sent as soon as possible to: Mrs. Susan Horton, 133 Arthur 
Road, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, SWI9 7DR. The cost for membership for 
one year is £20.00. CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS should be made out to the 
SOCIETY OF ST. PIUS X.

FLAVIGNY
Details of the short pilgrimage to Flavigny, France, for the ceremony of the 

taking of the Cassock on 2nd February, 1988, will be available in the near future. 
Please apply to Mrs. Susan Horton as above.



LETTER FROM FATHER BLACK
My dear brethren,

Father Schmidberger’s letter, which appears elsewhere in the Newsletter, was 
written before the visit of Cardinal Gagnon to the various seminaries and other 
establishments of the Society on the continent. I am sorry that this letter did not 
reach us in time for publication in the last Newsletter.

The Apostolic Visitor apointed by the Pope was, as everyone knows by now, 
Cardinal Gagnon, who is a Canadian. He is the President of the Pontifical 
Council for the Family, and is probably the most sympathetic member of the 
Sacred College towards the Society.

The Cardinal began his visit at Econe on 11 th November. After spending some 
time at the seminary he made a tour of various of the Society’s houses, chapels, 
schools and seminaries in Switzerland, France and Germany, ending on 8th 
December. He was accompanied by Monsignor Perl, a Canon Lawyer. They 
were able to meet many of the priests and. faithful while they resided at the 
Society’s houses. Each day they both celebrated Mass in the Old Rite. The visit 
passed off without any difficulties in a relaxed atmosphere. Both the Cardinal 
and his secretary were favourably impressed by what they saw and they will be 
giving a good report to the Pope.

This report will be received by the Pope before Christmas and he is expected to 
make a decision regarding the restoration of full canonical status to the Society 
shortly afterwards. Your prayers for this.intention are urgent that God will 
enlighten and strengthen the Pope to at least desist from continuing the 
persecution of loyal Catholics and take what will perhaps be the first small step 
towards the restoration of order and vitality to Christ’s Church.

As you read these lines many of you will undoubtedly be thinking, “How are 
we to trust these people who have done all in their power to destroy our 
attachment to the unadulterated Catholic Faith? Once they have any power over 
us, or after the Archbishop dies, all will be lost!”

Undoubtedly, we can well believe that the attitude of the hierarchy both inside 
and outside the Vatican is not likely to change radically towards us in the near 
future. Indeed, any legal recognition of our activities by the Pope might even 
lead to a more intense opposition from some quarters.

It would certainly be very naive to think that the Vatican now wishes to have 
done with modernism and begin a genuine renewal of the Church. This could 
and should have been done long before it became necessary for the Archbishop 
to threaten them with illicit episcopal consecrations. However, there is no doubt 
that a so-called “schism,” from the Archbishop’s proposed consecrations, 
would be highly embarrassing to the Pope who has made “reconciliation” one of 
the major objectives of his reign. Where would this leave ecumenism if he was to 
“excommunicate” the most loyal Catholics?
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On the other hand even the Pope, for all of his blind optimism, must see the 
increasing decline and accelerating anarchy in the Church. A traditionalist 
counterbalance to this might be thought useful, even if only as a political 
strategy.

Furthermore, the Vatican, by the unacceptable proposals made by Cardinal 
Ratzinger to the Archbishop in July, has already conceded in principle a legal 
recognition of the Society which requires no retraction of our opposition to the 
New Mass and the conciliar reforms of dubious orthodoxy, as well as granting 
the traditional Liturgy and the sound formation of priests. The only problem 
now appears to be the question of our canonical irregularity. However, it was 
our very attachment to all these things, which are now granted, which brought 
about our condemnation in the first place! Perhaps the real problem is to decide 
how the Vatican can recognise us again without loss of face ....

The possibilities which I enumerate are most ignoble and quite unworthy of 
the successors of the apostles. However, God works in mysterious ways and He 
can use even motives which are not inspired by a love of goodness and truth for 
His ultimate glory.

There can be no doubt that if our administrative independence is preserved 
and the Archbishop is allowed to consecrate his successors with the approval of 
Rome, this would be an immense leap forward, the beginning of a true Catholic 
renewal. Perhaps the most appalling feature of the Church’s present crisis is not 
so much the connivance of the authorities with heresy and indiscipline as their 
official opposition to all that is genuinely Catholic. Once this opposition is 
removed and the obstacle of “disobedience” removed, countless misinformed but 
weyil meaning Catholics may then flock to support our resistance to modernism 
arid t/hus hasten the dawn of better days for the Church.

Strange as such a situation would be it is not entirely without precedent. The 
Jesuits, who were.largely responsible for the success of the CounterReformation 
accomplished their work in spite of tremendous opposition from many sections 
of the hierarchy and from other clerics who regarded their work with intense 
dislike and suspicion.

There is no question of any compromise on our part. The Archbishop has 
already indicated that if a satisfactory solution is not quickly forthcoming he will 
proceed to the consecration of bishops as originally planned. Whatever the 
optoome of the present episode, however, we must now storm Heaven so that 
God’s Hdly will may be accomplished by the Pope and the Archbishop so that 
this year of grace will also herald the beginning of a new and glorious era in the 
Church’s life.

With every good wish and blessing.
Father Edward Black, 

Superior.



THE SOCIETY OF SAINT PIUS X
-s

Saint George’s House,
125 Arthur Road,

LONDON SW19 7DR

Tel: 01-946-7916
Resident Priests: Father Edward Black (Superior) 

Father .Brendan King

I
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Saint Michael’s House, 
Andover Road, 
HIGHCLERE 
Nr. NEWBURY,
Berkshire RG15 9QU

Tel: Highclere (0635) 253209

Resident Priests:
Father Edward Black 
Father Michael Crowdy

Saint Mary’s House, 
157 Keighley Road, 

COWLING, 
Nr. KEIGHLEY, 

West Yorkshire.

Tel: Crosshills (0535) 35110

Resident Priests: 
Father John Emerson 

Father Andre Lemieux

All correspondence should be sent only to the addresses above.

THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD FRIDAY 1st JANUARY 
COWLING 
GLASGOW 
CjUILDFORD 
HIGHCLERE 
PRESTON
LONDON (St. Joseph’s Church)
LONDON (St. George’s Mouse)

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
COWLING 
GLASGOW 
GUILDFORD 
HIGHCLERE 
LIVERPOOL 
PRESTON
LONDON (St. Joseph’s Church)
LONDON (St. George’s Hou.se)

11 am and 7.30 pm 
7.30 pm 
7.30 pm 

-10.00 am 
12.15 pm
11.00 am
9.00 am

WEDNESDAY 6(h JANUARY 
8.00 am 
7.30 pm 
7.30 pm

10.00 am 
7.30 pm 

12.15 pm
1.00 pm & 7.00 pm

11.00 am

Printed by The RJ Press. Andover Road. Newbury. Dorks.


