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LETTER FROM THE DISTRICT SUPERIOR

My Dear Faithful,

The events that struck the United States on Monday the 11th of September 
shocked the world both by the sheer violence as well as by the cool and 
calculated determination with which the emblems of the “invincible American 
power” have been hit. It is not our intention to propose a political analysis of 
these events, since it has been done already by more qualified and 
authorized persons. It is our duty rather as Catholics, to analyse these 
events in the light of our faith and to draw conclusions for our Christian life. 
Indeed, if the 11th of September is an open declaration of war against the 
western world, it is obvious that all of us should be concerned by what will 
happen in the near future and we must prepare ourselves for this new 
situation. Actually, an event, such as the one on the 11th of September was 
not a random event; it simply marks a new step in the escalation of a war 
with the intended conquest of the western countries by the Islamic world. 
This attack against the World Trade Centre and the Pentagon, should 
exemplify for many the striking opposition which exists between two 
civilizations, two cultures, two different worlds; the Islamic one and the one 
we call simply, Judeo-Christian Democracy (although we know these terms 
to be so alien to one another!). Many have refused to admit this opposition, 
others have simply ignored it and a large number have never realized the 
inherent intensity. After the 11th of September, it is no longer possible to be 
oblivious to such a reality.
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That is why it is very important for us as Catholics to understand the 
implications of this battle, since, for various reasons the actual political and 
religious stakes are deliberately concealed by our leaders. Indeed, the 
leader of the interfaith dialogue in the United States, Bishop Brown, just 
signed a joint declaration with the Muslim religious leaders, which states: 
'We believe that the One God has called us to be men of peace. There is 
nothing which is Christian or Muslim, that could justify the terrorist actions". 
At the same time and in the same vein, the European bishops strongly 
condemned this unprecedented attack on the American people, saying: 
"There is no justification for violence and destruction; there is no theological 
foundation for terrorism - not in the Christian, Jewish or Muslim faith". Mr. 
Tony Blair holds exactly the same discourse and declares with a learned 
assurance: "... such acts of infamy and cruelty are wholly contrary to the 
Islamic faith.

Since, we still want to believe that these leaders are sufficiently educated 
and cultured to know the true nature of Islam, we are obliged, unfortunately, 
to say that they are simply and boldly lying. They deceive themselves and 
they try to deceive others either to maintain their position to fit the 'politically 
correct' agenda; or because they fear the consequences of denouncing the 
true enemy, by whom, through irresponsible and short-sighted immigration 
policies, westerners have effectively surrounded themselves. When the 
coward fears the battle, he says to his enemy: “we are friends.” “Yes, we 
are", the enemy answers, "that is why, if you do not want me to continue to 
destroy your cities and your countries, you just have to surrender!" So, 
whatever may be the reasons that motivate our political and religious leaders 
to vindicate Islam of their capacity for terrorism, they simply continue to lie 
and to refuse to address the true source of this problem. That is why the 
Islamitization of our western countries will continue to spread until the 
Blessed Virgin Mary intercedes to save what remains of Christian civilization.

Allow me to present a few quotations from the Koran (alternate spelling: 
Qur’an, which is the religious charter of Islam from which the Moslems draw 
all their moral and political tenets). The quotes that should suffice to 
convince us of the real threat that Islam represents for the Church and 
Christian Civilization. Let us first quote Mr. Patrick Sookhdeo, director of the 
Institute for the Study of Islam and Christianity, speaking of the extremist, 
violent nature of Islam:

"' . . then fight and slay the Pagans wherever ye find them, and 
seize them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them, in every 
stratagem (of war)." (Surah 9, verse 5) 
accompanies this verse in the respected translation by Abdullah 
Yusuf Ali states that, "when war becomes inevitable it must be

The note that
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pursued with vigour . . . The fighting may take the form of 
slaughter, or capture, or siege, or ambush and other stratagems."
The World Trade Centre attack cannot be dismissed as merely 
the work of a small group of extremists. The Muslims celebrating 
the tragedy in America are doubtless recalling the words of the 
Koran, urging Muslims to 'fight a mighty nation, fight them until 
they embrace Islam'." (The Daily Telegraph, 17 September 2001)

Ultimately, the aim of Islam is the Islamitization of the world as God revealed 
it to His Prophet: "He has sent his apostles wit the rule of the true religion to 
make it triumph over all other religions." (48, 28) "Fight in God’s way until all 
cults will be the one of the unique God". God then, sends his believers for 
the conquest of the world in His name: it is the Holy War, the well-known 
Islamic Jihad that commands: "to fight until they embrace Islam." "The 
enemy combatants will, as well, be conquered: they will be captured and 
killed according to the custom that God held previously toward their 
precursors, for you will not find any change in God’s custom. "(33, 61) 
"Believers, fight the unbelievers who are in your neighbourhood and may 
they find you harsh." (9, 123) But the god of Islam promises reward for his 
combatants: "God bought for the believers their persons and their wealth to 
give them paradise in exchange. They kill or they are killed. Promise of God 
in the Thora, in the Gospel and in the Koran.” (9, 111) Finally, let us quote 
these last verses of the Koran, which will give us much to ponder following 
the events of September 11th and for those to come? "But, how man cities 
did we destroy, which were living in luxury?.. . your Lord would not have 
destroyed these cities without having sent in their metropolis, an apostle to 
recite our verses” (28, 58-59) "They did not believe ... God grab them ... 
and they were severely chastised... they were proud... They lost" (40, 20- 
83). "We are going to destroy the guilty and to install you at their place on 
this earth. "(14, 14)

The above noted quotations are sufficiently relevant to show that Islam 
cannot be considered to be a normal ‘pacific’ religion. This is a mistake 
made by many Christians of the Western nations through naivety and a 
mind-set moulded by the pervasive influences to ‘think in a politically correct 
manner’. Indeed, the actual leaders of the Islamic countries do not leave us 
any doubt as to how to interpret these verses of the Koran. Mr. Alija 
Izetbegovic, the President of Bosnia, published an Islamic Declaration 
wherein he wrote:

"... there is an incompatibility between Islam and the non- 
Islamic systems; there is no peace nor coexistence between the 
'Islamic faith' and the social and political institutions which are 
non-lslamic . . . The Islamic renewal cannot begin without the
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religious revolution, but it cannot go ahead and succeed without 
the political revolution. Our way does not begin with the 
conquest of the political power, but with the conquest of the 
people. . . Thus, we must be, first of all, preachers and then 
soldiers ... The Islamic movement must and can take power as 
soon as it will be naturally and numerically strong enough for not 
only to destroy the existing power, but also to build the new 
Islamic power..."

Upon reading the above passage, the inevitable question remains: How can 
any religious or political leader, after such a declaration and an honest 
consideration of these quotations from the Koran, dare to proclaim “there is 
nothing in Islam which can justify these actions", when the propagation of 
Islam, through subversion and violence, remains the ultimate objective in all 
their efforts. The specialists of Islam acknowledge the expansionist 
propensity and blatant aggression with which Islam has proceeded to engulf 
the West since the time of its’ foundation to the present day. History, itself, 
provides the testimony for this assertion. The leaders of the Western nations 
are so blinded by the rhetoric of their own democratic principles, they refuse 
to identify the enemies of the people for whom they were elected to govern. 
This blindness and cowardice, on the part of the leaders, leave wide open 
the way for Islam, which, in turn, takes advantage of this weakness to make 
(through terrorism, for example) a revolution to overthrow the West. It is, 
then, just one step in a premeditated revolutionary process, a part of which 
the world witnessed on September 11th, and yet, the Western nations do not 
appear to see or, at least, do not want to see!

A few years ago, Father Vincent Serralda, a French priest who lived for fifty 
years in North Africa and who can be considered to be an expert on the 
Islamic World, prepared a study to analyze the Koran and to warn French 
families of the danger of Islam. He wrote in the preface of his study, the 
following:

Islam is always at war, even when it tries smiling. His war is the 
extinction of Christianity. That is what a careful reading of the 
Koran revealed to me. It is this combat to death that I am 
proposing to unveil to the French families who have not yet 
suffered the Moslem hostility and who cannot suspect the 
pretension of their Imams for a world imperialism".

What then, can we do to save the Church, to save what remains of our 
Christian Civilization, from such a peril? Humanly speaking, the battle 
appears to have been lost. It should be obvious that it is not a war in 
Afghanistan that will solve the problem since Islam has spread worldwide
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and has been welcomed in all the Western countries in the name of 
Democracy. The democratic system is, indeed, so absurd that in the name 
of its principles, acquired through the French Revolution, the democratic 
countries grant to their enemies protection and liberty to establish and to 
develop within their own nations. Ironically, what kind of hospitality would 
these same democratic leaders receive if they would attempt to institute a 
western democracy within an Islamic country, for instance Saudi Arabia or 
North Sudan, and build there, according to their religion, a Catholic church, a 
Protestant Temple or a Synagogue? We know obviously that this inane 
hospitality of our present Western world would certainly not be reciprocated.

Oh the madness of the modern-democratic man; he is now imprisoned, 
blinded, tied by the system that he invented in 1789, a system ‘to make him 
free’! To free himself from the sweet yoke of God, man replaced the Rights 
of God with the ‘rights of man’, so-called, and he is now the chained slave 
ensnared by his proud and deceptive motto: Liberty-Equality-Fratemity. Islam 
has exploited to the fullest extent this non-sense and weakness of this 
system and like a worm, has devoured the fruit from the inside. In fact, it is 
very convenient for Islam that the political and the religious leaders in the 
democratic nations dissociate it from these acts of terrorism. Thus, the day 
approaches, when powerful enough, Islam will assume control within the 
various Western nations through any means conducive to its thirst for 
conquest. Until that dreadful time, it continues its clandestine conquest 
unimpeded. Interestingly enough, even the literature of the Sikhs contain 
references to forewarn the sleeping democratic countries: "... they aim to 
make France an Islamic Republic by the year 2015, and Britain by 2025, 
through conversions, immigration and high Muslim birth rates." The former 
President of Algeria adds strength to this statement when he said during a 
UN tribune: 'We will overcome you by the wombs of our women!” They have 
the boldness to publicly announce their intention and our leaders remain 
complacent, having lost completely any sense of honour and patriotism; they 
even work to vindicate Islam!

Christian civilization, caught between a dying democracy and a vigorous 
Islam, appears to be condemned to imminent death. Islam, like a cancer 
growing faster and more efficiently on a weak and sick body, develops and 
grows on the ruins of democracy and Christianity. Democracy and 
Christianity, having nothing left to oppose Islam, like the fatally wounded 
man, imploring the mercy of his torturer, tries in desperation to avoid the 
deathblow, offers him . . . dialogue! It is pitiful, but it is the discourse, 
unfortunately, that we hear everywhere: "Let us fight against terrorism. Islam 
has nothing to do with it, and thus, let us dialogue with Islam for peace in the 
worldV The discourse of the Pope, the recent visit of President Bush to the
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Islamic Centre of America, the declaration of Mr. Kissinger, the joint 
declaration of the Christian-lslamic Committee; they are all uniting their 
voices in this foolish concert, the purpose, of which, serves only to give a 
good, but none-the-less false, conscience to those who join this tiresome 
chorus.

Yet, my dear Faithful, let us not become discouraged and let us, more than 
ever, have confidence in the might of Our Queen of Heaven, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and in the efficacy of her powerful weapon, the Holy Rosary. If 
humanly speaking, the situation for the Church and the remnants of a 
Christian Civilization appear to be desperate, we know, then, that our hope 
and our strength cannot rely on human power, but only on a divine 
protection. "The gates of hell will not prevail" and “in the end Her Immaculate 
Heart will triumph". Our combat for the reign of Christ the King in our society 
is the true and just cause; this cause will lead us infallibly to victory.

At the opposite, the war of the western-democratic nations against terrorism 
is a useless and false battle, because it only considers the consequences of 
the problem and not the cause of it. For it to be a useful battle, the centre and 
cause of the problem must be attacked. While the West may address to 
some extent an aspect of the problem, it leaves, in the name and for the sake 
of Democracy, the source of the problem is untouched. They are hitting the 
nail, but not on the head. Thus Islam, methodically perseveres with the Holy 
War to render western civilization impotent, to subject him, and annihilate 
him for the triumph of its false god.

Thus, on a natural level, the fate of democratic nations is inevitable. These 
nations, having betrayed in 1789 their Christian heritage, will pay under the 
Islamic yoke for their perversities and revolt against the One, True God. Let 
us not forget the still, very relevant warning of Our Lady at Fatima: 'Wars are 
God’s chastisement because of sin" Who would deny that the Western 
nations do not have to pay for their iniquitous laws of abortion, divorce, 
contraception, homosexuality and their licentiousness and immoral behaviour 
against Christian modesty? This immorality which is now spread everywhere 
like a filthy wind by sexual education in the schools, television, movies, 
books, magazines, immoral dress, etc., is leading so many souls to hell. 
Alas, we know that this corruption has been propagated by the enemies of 
the Church to de-Christianize our countries and to annihilate Christian 
Civilization, and all under the banner of ‘liberty and democracy’.

Thus, we are, in fact, witnessing two forces radically opposed to each other: 
on one side, democracy, which under the banner of the UN and the Charter 
for the Rights of Man, works to establish a One World Government and to 
provide people with a corrupt and luxurious materialistic paradise on earth;
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on the other side, Islam, which under the banner of the Koran, works to 
establish a One World Islamic Government and to provide its believers with 
the same kind of paradise, but as an idyllic one in the new garden of Eden in 
the next life (9, 44-52-55-78). A confrontation is inevitable and it is not 
dialogue that will prevent it, but it is only the conversion of both parties to the 
true God and to His Church, which will save the world from disaster.

In order that this conversion occurs (and it will occur when Russia is 
consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary), this blatant revolt against God 
and His Christ will have to be eradicated from the surface of the earth. 
Unfortunately, a lot of blood may be shed, as the Blessed Virgin Mary 
warned us:

“France, Italy; Spain and England will be at war. Blood will flow in 
the streets. Frenchman will fight Frenchman, Italian with fight 
Italian. A general war will follow which will be appalling. For a 
time, God will cease to remember France and Italy because the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ has been forgotten. The wicked will make 
use of all their evil ways. Men will kill each other, massacre each 
other even in their homes.” (Our Lady, at La Salette, 1846)

Are the events of September 11th marking a signal for the beginning of civil 
wars in the western nations as our Lady speaks of? God knows! but what we 
do know is that this persecution of Christianity by Islam has been raging for 
years in the Third World to the complete indifference of the western nations. 
The following is a list of the slaughters, perpetuated in the name of Islam; 
though not exhaustive, it is sufficiently alarming and speaks for itself:

-Egypt, 1999: At, Al-kosseh, police arrest all the Christians after the 
murder of a Muslim. They were dragged outside the town, beaten and 
tortured with electricity, the women and girls were raped and finally 
several men were crucified.
-Nigeria, 1999: Charia (Islamic law as the constitution of the country) 
was proclaimed in June in the State of Zamfara. Five hundred 
Christians were killed in one month. The Governors granted three days 
to the Christians to demolish all the churches. Stoning of people and 
amputation of hands are multifold. Christians are burnt alive in their 
houses. In Kaduna alone, Moslems killed between 400 - 1000 
Christians. In the south where Muslims are the minority, they practise 
terrorism: on the eve of Christmas, 4 churches were burnt and 1000 - 
2000 Christians slaughtered.
-Senegal, 1999: Interdiction to build any Christian schools and the 
transformation of churches into mosques.
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-Indonesia, 2000: In Ambon, 800 Christians were killed and more than 
20 churches destroyed. In Jabok, government troups massacred 22 
faithful refugees in a church. Four hundred and seventy thousand 
refugees have been obliged to flee from the Muslim militia to arrive at 
Ujung Prabang, an island of the Archipelago. The village of Waai, one 
of the last Christian villages of Molluscs, was completely burnt. At 
Christmas, in Jakarta and its suburbs, 18 bomb attacks on churches 
killing 14 people and wounding 119.
-Saudi-Arabia, 2000: 10 Christians, including 5 children, were 
imprisoned for meeting in a private place to pray.
-Sudan, 2000: With an estimated 2 million deaths, the civil war in 
Sudan is by far the bloodiest in Africa's recent history. In spite of 
repeated condemnations by other nations and human rights groups, the 
Islamic government in Khartoum shows no sign of lessening its brutal 
conduct. The Arab-dominated Islamic fundamentalist government in 
Sudan's north has declared a jihad against the south, which is 
dominated by animists and Christians. In one day, 122 women and 
children were deported to the North, all the men having been killed and 
their villages razed to the ground. Yei, the most important city in the 
South was bombed: 14 dead and 50 wounded. A Christian school was 
bombed: 20 children were killed with their teachers.
-Philippines, 2000: The Muslim group, Abu Sayyaf abducted 22 
children and 8 Christian adults. The body of Father Gallardo was found 
with traces of torture. Twenty one Christians were kidnapped by the 
Muslim group of Milf, led to a mosque, tortured and killed. Sept 19, 
2001 - Fear of Muslim guerrillas has compelled a community of 
Carmelite nuns in Marawi, southern Philippines, to abandon their 
convent. The Carmelite nuns arrived in the area in 1981. In 1986, some 
of them were kidnapped by Muslim extremists. Last month, a 
Columbian missionary from Ireland was killed in Marawi.
-Algeria, 1996-2001: Police in Algeria recently arrested 16 young 
people for possessing Bibles and other Christian documents. 
Proselytism by Christians is considered a crime in predominantly 
Muslim Algeria. Muslims who convert to another religion risk a death 
sentence. In May 1996, an armed Islamic group murdered seven 
Trappist monks at the monastery in Thibirine. The following August the 
same group used a bomb to kill Bishop Pierre Claverie of Oran.

If we are horrified by this worldwide Islamic persecution against Christianity, 
we should be even more scandalized by the fact that for years, our western 
nations did absolutely nothing to protect all these poor people from the 
slaughter. So, as a logical consequence, the list is now extended:
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-U.S.A., 11th September 01: More than 6000 people dead and 
thousands still missing in the attack against the World Trade Centre 
and the Pentagon, with highjacked planes used as suicide bombs.

This tragedy had to happen to move the western nations to react against 
such an attack. But, what sensible person would believe, considering the 
texts of the Koran and the list of the world Islamitization quoted above, that 
Islam would stop its Holy War, because a few bombs will be dropped in the 
mountains of Afghanistan? On the contrary, we must fear then that the spiral 
of evil will escalate and that our list of horrors will continue to grow. The 
western political leaders are perfectly aware of the inevitable issue of this 
process, otherwise they would not put all their police and armies on 
maximum alert. Still, they will make a war that will not hit the heart of the 
problem. Honestly, it is really difficult to imagine more cowardice, more 
blindness and more hypocrisy in so many people and all at the same time! 
Such are the fruits of liberal democracy!

What can we do then, in such a desperate situation for the Church and 
Christian civilization, which seem to be like defenceless victims waiting for 
the lion (democratic West) or the tiger (Islam) to devour them? It is very 
important, my dear friends, not to have a defeatist mentality, since, as we 
said above, we are going to win this battle. We might have to give our life for 
it, but what is life compared to the reward to come, as St. Paul says. If 
Muslims are able to sacrifice their lives hoping to get a paradise of carnal 
pleasures, how much more should Catholics be ready to sacrifice their lives 
to surely obtain the paradise of eternal and infinite spiritual joys!

That is why, in this gigantic battle that Lucifer wages against everything 
bearing the name of Christian, I urge you, once more, to take up with faith, 
courage and strength the weapons of the spiritual combat. This spiritual fight 
is the first and strongest way to really repel the evil forces. This is not the first 
battle that the Church has had against the enemies of God and Jesus Christ, 
and in each battle the Church has won resounding victories when Her 
ministers and faithful fervently took the spiritual weapons of prayer and 
penance.

The story of Judith, which we have just read in the Breviary, is quite 
informative and a relevant example for our time. I strongly encourage you to 
read and to meditate on this wonderful story, which shows how God 
delivered His people from a situation no less desperate than the one in which 
we find ourselves. God listened to the prayers and penance of the priests 
and people, and sent Judith, (image of the Blessed Virgin Mary) to cut off the 
head of Holofernes (image of the devil). Her Immaculate Heart will triumph, 
she will crush the head of the serpent.
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“And all the people cried to the Lord with great earnestness, and 
they humbled their souls in fasting and prayers, both they and 
their wives.. .And they cried to the Lord the God of Israel with one 
accord, that their children might not be made a prey, and their 
wives carried off, and their cities destroyed, and their holy things 
profaned, and that they might not be made a reproach to the 
Gentiles. Then Eliachim the high priest of the Lord went about all 
Israel and spoke to them, saying: Know ye that the Lord will hear 
your prayers, if you continue with perseverance in fasting and 
prayers in the sight of the Lord. Remember Moses the servant of 
the Lord, who overcame Amalec that trusted in his own strength, 
and in his power, and in his army, and in his shields, and in his 
chariots, and his horsemen, not by fighting with the sword, but by 
holy prayers". (Judith, 4, 7-12)

What a similitude between the situation of the Israelites and ours today, and 
what a consoling promise from God through his high priest Eliachim! To the 
same causes, the same effects. I assure you that we will win this battle, if, 
like the Israelites, we have recourse to prayer and penance. God will then 
send us the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Judith of the New Testament, who, by 
Her prayers and Her intercession, will deliver us from the infernal enemy. Our 
Lady is as powerful as an army arrayed in battle and she will lead the combat 
for us against the enemies of the Church and Christian Civilization.

Let us not forget, that when Europe was threaten by the Islamic invasions, 
the popes organized Rosary Crusades, urging the faithful to have recourse to 
Mary. When the people began to pray the Rosary to plead for mercy through 
Our Lady, Europe was saved and Islam invariably defeated by the 
intercession of Mary. She, to Whom nothing can be denied, is so willing to 
deliver our petitions to the foot of the Divine Throne when we do as she asks: 
"pray the daily Rosary" and "penance, penance, penance"!

In 1571, Pope St. Pius V organized a great Rosary Crusade throughout all of 
Christendom. The graces obtained through this Rosary Crusade enabled the 
famous victory of the battle of Lepanto against the Turks. This great victory, 
attributed to the intercession of Our Lady, is commemorated on the Feast of 
the Most Holy Rosary, the 7th of October. It is because of this victory against 
Islam that St. Pius V gave to Our Lady the glorious title of Our Lady of 
Victory.

A century later, the Turks threatened again to invade Europe. This time it 
was Pope Innocent XI who organized another great Rosary Crusade. The
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victory of Vienna was the fruit of this Rosary Crusade, we celebrate it on the 
Feast of the Holy Name of Mary, the 12th of September.

Again, a century later, Islam, like an aggressive ram, was pounding on the 
doors of Europe. Pope Clement XI in 1717, faithful to the example of his 
predecessors, organized another great Rosary Crusade for all Christians and 
obtained yet another great victory over Islam. The pope decided in gratitude 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary, to extend the feast of 7 October to the Universal 
Church, and to change its name to The feast of the Holy Rosary in order to 
remind mankind that it was truly thanks to this powerful prayer that victory 
was won.

The commemoration of these victories of Mary through Her Holy Rosary, 
enable the Church to teach her faithful, each and every year, an important 
lesson on the power of the Rosary in the History of the Church thus 
encouraging us to follow the example of our Fathers in the Faith. This is why, 
following the example of these great Popes (Saint Pius V, Innocent XI, and 
Clement XI) who saved Christendom from the peril of Islam by organizing the 
Rosary Crusade, we must as well, since the peril of the Islam is more 
imminent than ever, continue to preach and to spread the Rosary with all our 
strength. The Rosary won battles in the past, it is as powerful as ever and it 
will win the present battle if only we want to make the effort To say it well", as 
St. Francis of Sales says.

During this month of October, the month of the Holy Rosary, I ask you all to 
make a special effort to pray your daily Rosary, as Our Lady asks for with so 
much insistence. Join the Rosary Crusade that we have organised in our 
district for this purpose and send back to the District House the Enrolment 
Form that we regularly put on the back page of this bulletin. This apostolate 
is of crucial importance.

My dear friends, let us realize that the times are serious and the situation of 
the world and of the Church is tragic; we must come to our knees and beg 
God and the Immaculate Heart of Mary to protect and to save us. "If my 
requests are heard”, says Our Lady at Fatima, "Russia will convert and we 
will have peace". Let us heed these requests of Our Lady who desires peace 
and the salvation of souls. She wants us to convert, (cf. her message at La 
Salette), she wants us to change our life, to practise virtue, to go regularly to 
confession (promises of the five First Saturdays) and, of course, she wants 
us to pray the daily Rosary. This is the Crusade for which we are all called 
and for which Archbishop Lefebvre called priests and faithful: for the re
conquest of Christian Civilization. This is our Holy War for the Reign of Christ 
the King and the triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

12



We Catholics have the monopoly in this Holy War, but, how much different 
are our weapons from those of our enemies and how much more different 
are the fruits and the results of our combat! "Give me an army which prays 
the Rosary", says Saint Pius X, “and / will conquer the world." Let us form 
then, this army in Great Britain, and may we all spread and promote the 
Rosary Crusade. I wish that the parents enrol their children and all the 
members of their family in the Crusade; let zealous people take the initiative 
to organize groups to pray the Rosary. I would wish as well, when it is 
possible, that in our Churches and Mass Centres of the District, the Holy 
Rosary be recited before the beginning of the Holy Mass in order to manifest 
the commitment of ail our faithful in the Rosary Crusade and to bring down 
upon the Church and the World the blessings which will come from it. Pope 
Leo XIII confirms the strength of the Rosary prayed in public, when he said: 
“public prayers are much more excellent and more efficacious than private 
ones, so ecclesiastical writers have given to the Rosary Sodality the title of 
‘the army of prayer, enrolled by St. Dominic, under the banner of the Mother 
of God’."

Above all, it is in each of our families that we want to implant the holy custom 
of the daily Rosary.

*It is not by force, nor by arms, nor by any human power, 
but only by the divine assistance, obtained through the prayer of 
the Rosary, that the Church, strong like David with his sling, will 
be able to stand up without trembling against the infernal enemy.

“It is especially in the home that we wish to see the 
widespread recitation of the Rosary, for we will seek in vain to 
consolidate the crumbling bases of civil society, if domestic 
society, the principle and foundation of the Human Community, 
does not rest on the laws of the Gospel. To attain such a difficult 
end, we affirm that there is no more fitting means than the 
recitation of the Family Rosary” (S.S. Pope Pius XII, 1951)

Most sincerely yours in Our Lady of the Holy Rosary,

Father Jacques Emily
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TRADITION NEWS

Interview with Bishop Fellay

In an exclusive interview conducted for the religious information bulletin 
PACTE (No.56, Summer 2001), His Excellency Bishop Bernard Fellay spoke 
with Fr. de Tanouarn about the long-term effects of the negotiations that 
have taken place with Rome over the last six months.

Your Excellency, what is the current state of the negotiations with Rome?

They are presently at a standstill, an impasse. I think that this stoppage 
results from the groundwork on which the dialogue was started. In any case, 
we have to recognize that, in a certain way, the current stalemate allows us 
to regain our positions. Currently, we hear from Rome the same kind of talk 
we were used to hearing from the Conciliar Church; we find the habitual 
ways of thinking, the usual limitations imposed on the discussions they 
entertain with us. We know very well the situation in which we find ourselves; 
we recognize the same old dilemma they impose on us: either you return to 
the bosom of the Church, and then they cage you or muzzle you; or else you 
stay outside. As for us, we reject the dilemma they are trying to snare us in 
again. It is very clear: we are not outside, nor we will not allow ourselves to 
be caged. After six months of negotiations we find that once again this is 
Rome's fixed position; I say that this allows us to regain our positions.

You are telling us that these negotiations are just so much sound and fury,
signifying nothing?

Not nothing; on the contrary. Without a doubt, something has happened to 
permanently alter the climate in which future exchanges will take place. We 
are in a phase of withdrawal, it is true, because Rome does not want to 
discuss anything of substance, but at the same time there was something 
new.
uncharacteristic way, and made us offers it is still difficult for us to completely 
assess. In fact, considering current ecclesiastical forms, such arrangements 
have never been seen before. We could never have imagined that Rome 
would make us such an offer. Undoubtedly you have heard about the idea of 
an apostolic administration. The Society of Saint Pius X would have been 
integrated into an apostolic administration. What does that mean? An

First of all, last autumn, Rome approached us in an entirely
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apostolic administration is ordinarily a diocesan or quasi-diocesan 
organization established in time of crisis over a given territory. Well, for us, 
the territory was the whole world. In other words, they offered us an 
organizational form that encompasses the whole world, a kind of personal 
diocese.

Pardon me. Your Excellency, but are you talking about a personal prelature?

No, it is something more. An apostolic administration is even better than a 
personal prelature. First, a personal prelature is not necessarily governed by 
a bishop; an apostolic administration, which is a kind of diocese, usually is. 
What is more, the scope of an apostolic administration's action is not limited 
to its own members. The Opus Dei; which is the only personal prelature 
existing today, is not subject to the local bishop for what concerns its 
members, but it cannot contemplate any external action without the local 
bishop's approval. With an apostolic administration, we would escape that 
limitation. We would be able to carry out our apostolate autonomously, 
without needing to obtain the authorization of the diocesan bishop, since we 
would have a real diocese the special characteristic of which is to extend to 
the whole world. The fact that such a proposition was made is very important 
because, after all, this legal solution is unprecedented, it is "suigeneris." p.e., 
"one of a kind"-Ed.] Since this solution has been formulated, it can represent 
for us a bench mark, a point of comparison, especially since it was to the 
Society of Saint Pius X that this possibility was suggested, which goes to 
show how seriously Rome takes our resistance. Believe me, it is not 
boasting that leads me to say that: symbolically (it is not principally a 
question of our numeric size) we represent something important for Rome, 
and this is also new.

Your Excellency, if this proposition is so extraordinarv-and it certainly seems
to be- then one cannot help but ask why you didn't immediately accept this
practical arrangement that was handed to you on a platter.

You're right, it -is an extraordinary proposition, and if Rome desired a real 
reform, then the plan I just described would indeed be the one to follow. But it 
requires a genuine will to reform. So it is very difficult to know exactly where 
we would have ended had we signed an agreement on the practical level. 
One thing is sure: other circumstances were not favourable to concluding an 
agreement rapidly, without precaution. These known factors were, firstly, the 
way Rome dealt with the Fraternity of St. Peter, imposing the principle of 
celebrating the New Mass, going against their constitutions, going against 
the very right that Rome had conceded to them ten years ago. Then again, 
some priests of the Fraternity came to see us, telling us not to accept this
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solution, not to sign anything, that it would be to our loss Also, we saw very 
quickly the reaction of a certain number of bishops and cardinals: they were 
furious, furious to the point that some of them (I am speaking of French 
bishops) threatened disobedience. What would have been Rome’s reaction? 
A formidable battle would have broken out and we would only have been 
able to wage it if Rome clearly supported us. It was with this in mind that we 
proposed two preliminaries, which we conceived as two indispensable marks 
of Rome's support. It was not a matter of conditions properly speaking, as 
has been written here and there: a Catholic cannot subject Rome to 
conditions! No, it was simply a question of preparing ahead for the battle that 
would inevitably break out by obtaining a clear sign of Rome's adherence to 
her Tradition. We asked for these two marks: the retraction of the decree of 
excommunication, and the granting of permission to all priests of the Latin 
rite without distinction to celebrate the traditional Mass. I think that, were 
these two measures to be implemented, by their very nature they would 
effect a change of climate in the whole Church.

Did you believe at the time that, despite the reasons for circumspection
which you iust related, these two preliminaries might be accepted?

Firstly, we were not in a hurry. That is the big difference between now and 
1988: in 1988, Archbishop Lefebvre had to settle the future of his work 
quickly. Today, that future is no longer up in the air, it has become our 
present. We have shown for more than ten years that it is assured. Now we 
have the time to study the propositions that are made. For a moment we 
really believed that there was a real change of heart at Rome. I have to say 
that there was a noticeable change of language in each of our meetings from 
the outset. On the 13th of March, for example, they were still saying, "The 
Pope is in favour of this solution (the organizational solution that I described); 
you have nothing to fear. The Church needs you and asks you to help her in 
her combat against liberalism, modernism, and masonry. You must not 
refuse to help." Oh! It is just a way of talking; we have always wondered if 
words have the same meaning for the Vatican as for us. I think not.

A moment ago, you mentioned the negotiations of His Grace Archbishop
Lefebvre with Rome in 1988. Can the two senes of talks be compared?

They are really different from each other. In 1988, His Grace, sensing that 
his end was near, desired above all else to guarantee the continuation of the 
Society. Rome wished to avoid the consecrations conferred without its 
endorsement, and, by means of an ambiguous formulation, to obtain 
Archbishop Lefebvre’s recognition of the Council. The hasty discussion was 
partly on doctrinal matters. What we have been going through is something
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completely different. They approached us, and the doctrinal matters were 
avoided from the start. Rome did not want to talk about doctrine.

Would you please briefly relate the chronology of these talks?

Certainly. The initiative for the negotiations came from Rome. I received a 
letter from Cardinal Castrillon Hoyos dated November 18th, containing an 
invitation (a result of the interview published in 30 Days) to meet him in order 
to prepare a visit to the Holy Father. This visit took place December 29th. On 
the 30th the meeting with the Pope occurred: it was very brief due to a fault 
in planning. There was no conversation to speak of.

The Vatican press bureau Zenit said that you had assisted at the Popes
mass...?

Now that's a tall tale. I saw the .Pope for some five minutes at most, and for 
a good while we remained in his private chapel in silence. Then the Pope 
rose. He wished me a happy new year; we exchanged greetings; he asked if 
we had been able to talk. Cardinal Hoyos replied, yes. The Pope said: "I am 
pleased” He gave us a rosary, blessed us, and then we left.

This meeting, then, did not have any immediate consequences?

No. On January 13th I summoned an expanded general council, with the 
assistants, the bishops, and a priest, Fr. Rifan, of the diocese of Campos, 
Brazil, representing Bishop Rangel. On January 16th, I orally communicated 
our decision to Cardinal Hoyos: we requested two preliminaries: the 
retraction of the decree of excommunication, and the Mass for all the priests 
of the Latin rite. On February 12th, Fr. Simoulin, who is the Superior of the 
Society in Italy, was informed that the second preliminary as such could not 
be granted, but that it was necessary to trust the Holy Father. The 19th, in 
reply to this response, I delegated Fr. Selegny, co-author of the recent book 
on the liturgical reform, to say that we were withdrawing from the talks since 
we had not obtained the two preliminaries. At the same time, he offered the 
book, then just recently published, to Cardinal Hoyos in order to help him to 

J
another, more doctrinal, subject of discussion. [This book has been published 
by Angel us Press in English titled, The Problem of the Liturgical Reform. 
Price : $9.95.-Ed.]

We can say that since then, the discussions have not really resumed, each 
side maintaining its positions. On March 13th, there was another telephone 
call between the Cardinal and Fr. Simoulin following a plenaria of the

find
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Ecclesia Dei Commission, which governs the Fraternity of St. Peter. My 
feeling is that since then, the die is cast. They announced a plenaria of the 
Curia (a meeting of all the Roman cardinals) solely to discuss our case. 
Cardinal Hoyos said that they would give us everything at the same time, but 
not as a preliminary. "The Pope will speak of the Mass, but only at the time 
of the (new) motu proprio, in order to set off just one bomb at a time." On the 
19th of March, I wrote to him to reaffirm the necessity of the preliminaries as 
unequivocal marks of Rome’s good will, underlining that a purely practical 
solution without treating of doctrinal matters was impossible.

On Good Friday, April 13th, Fr. Simoulin received a telephone call to confirm 
that it was not possible to agree to the preliminary on the Mass: "It is not 
possible to disavow the work of the Council and of Paul VI by freeing the 
traditional Mass." "Opposition from the cardinals is too strong; the Pope 
cannot not take it into account." Certainly, the traditionalists "can make 
theological remarks on particular points," but criticism of the Council is not 
allowed.

From this moment, then, there has been a change in tone?
There has been a change of tone, and I think that the root cause is the 
cardinals’ refusal (to the point of
public disobedience, if need be, as I told you). While paying a call at the 
Vatican on May 2nd, Fr. Rifan and Fr. Simoulin heard this strange word, 
which gives some insight into the state of the Church: "Just as the Society 
does not want to be divided, so the Pope cannot divide his cardinals." I think 
that this sentence takes us to the heart of the problem: a good agreement 
does not depend just on the good will of both parties. The bureaucracy of 
the Conciliar Church is very influential, and the fierce hostility of a certain 
number of the cardinals prevents Rome from contemplating a real reform of 
the Church.

Today, in any case, hope wanes...

Cardinal Hoyos, even as he was refusing the preliminaries, asked us for 
trust: 'The question of the Mass will be resolved simultaneously with that of 
the Society. Trust us." Which meant: no preliminaries, you will be given 
everything at once. Our entire problem was to know whether, beneath the 
words, we understood the same thing. From reading the last letter of the 
Cardinal, dated May 7 [See pp.5,6 in this issue-Ed] and written with the 
advice of the cardinals of the Ecclesia Dei Commission, I can say that we do 
not. Take, for example, this judgment of Cardinal Hoyos, justifying himself 
for not being able to accord the permission sought for all priests of the Latin 
rite: 'With respect to the first condition, a certain number of cardinals,
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bishops, and faithful believe that such a permission ought not to be granted " 
This reticence surprised me because we did not speak with a certain number 
of cardinals, bishops and faithful, but with Cardinal Castrillon Hoyos himself. 
And now this is the response he gives us. In the beginning he said, that the 
Pope is in agreement, he will grant everything. And now it is no longer 
possible. One no longer knows who governs the Church.

Then, in the same letter of May 7th, here is another phrase: "...for such a 
permission could create a confusion in the minds of many people, who would 
understand it as depreciating the value of the Holy Mass as it is celebrated in 
today's Church." As I told you at the beginning, we come back to the 
Vatican's classic discourse as soon as the question of the traditional Mass is 
discussed. "It is not possible to disavow the work of the Council by freeing 
the traditional Mass" (Cardinal Hoyos). Or take this passage on the Council: 
"It is not permissible,...to fall into the error of reading it in a 'free' manner, or 
of having recourse to interpretations that are not authorized...[T]he Council's 
language has since been improved and made more precise on several 
points, thanks in particular to the addresses and teachings of Pope]ohn Paul 
II." So, then, there is only one authorized way to understand the Council: not 
according to Tradition, but according to the current pope's teaching. I feel 
like answering: "Well, then, if one were to follow the Holy See's own 
directions, one would end up at Assisi in the midst of a prayer meeting of 
religions, or in the sacred forests of Togo, in the synagogue or a mosque- 
who knows? If those are the clarifications that one can expect,..."

One even finds reiterated in this letter the famous reproach of the motu 
proprio of 1988, couched in a more benign expression, certainly, but it still 
says: "I am sure that on this point [on the point about interpreting the Council] 
we shall be able to arrive at an agreement once we understand the deepest 
needs of the Church [so, one does not understand them], needs that must be 
understood in a larger historical perspective." He cites St. Vincent of Lerins 
and the idea of the progress of tradition. Stated otherwise, according to 
Rome, we do not have a correct concept of Tradition; we retain a congealed 
notion, and an agreement can only be reached once we become unstuck, if 
you will permit the expression. In other words, the Council has to be rightly 
understood, and Rome understands it well whereas we understand it badly. 
That is what the Cardinal writes to us. Is it because one reads authors that 
are not good (who are out-of-date in the Conciliar Church)? Is it because 
one has not understood that there is a legitimate evolution of thought? In 
any case, in this last letter, our critique of Vatican II is disqualified in 
advance.
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Your opinion, then, is that, obviously, we cannot make concessions on
Questions o doctrine?

One must begin at the beginning: why are we where we are? Rome 
approached us, saying: Listen, you have a problem; it needs to be solved. 
You are outside; you must come back in, under certain conditions. Now it is 
our turn to respond: No, it is not like that. If we are in the situation in which 
we currently find ourselves (a situation of being marginalized and 
persecuted), we are not the cause. The cause is to be found in Rome; it was 
because there are grave deficiencies at Rome that Archbishop Lefebvre had 
to adopt certain positions in order to conserve certain goods of the Church 
that were being vandalized. Rome gives itself the role of hero, while in fact it 
is Rome that should be saying a "mea culpa" tor this terrible internal crisis 
that is tearing the Church apart. Rome has committed an injustice in blaming 
us. Obviously, the solution is not to be found with us, it is to be found in 
Rome. Rome must put things back in their places and come back to 
Tradition, to its own Tradition. Then everything would right itself. There would 
be no more problem of the Society. "We must maintain our freedom to act for 
the sake of the entire Church."

Ultimately, you are asking for repentance?

It would have to be a true repentance... and that would suppose a discussion 
of theology. You see, I believe that in the recent negotiations we have gone 
in circles because the preliminary (though not expressed as such) that Rome 
imposed on us is "No theology." A practical agreement, a legal solution right 
away; as for theology, we shall see about it later on. We say the opposite: 
doctrine governs our practice, and it has from the start. I am persuaded that 
now is the time to talk about doctrine, especially to young priests, to the 
faithful who are beginning to be aware of the gravity of the internal crisis in 
the Church. In particular, there is a movement in favour of the traditional 
Mass that needs to be encouraged, and even pushed. We need to welcome 
and form all those who request it. For the time being we must especially 
encourage the inductive movement that is bringing a lot of people back to 
Tradition because of their experience of concrete problems in the Church 
(the Mass, ecumenism, etc.) Many people are ready to listen to us on the 
Mass. On ecumenism, we need to work at posing the question so that 
people can receive our analysis. Rome is not ready for a debate on subjects 
that matter?! Rome does not want to discuss anything with us?! Then we 
have to launch the debate so that they understand that it is not possible to 
close one's eyes and act as if nothing is happening while the ship has sprung 
leaks all over.
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Your Excellency. you have spoken about the faithful who must come to
Tradition, but what about the traditionalists themselves, those who are
already in the house. Have they understood your approach?

Thank you for asking that question. I must tell you that very often during the 
last few months, before being able to speak, I have met with a certain lack of 
understanding among some of the faithful, who imagined that our 
negotiations would result in compromises, while that was never my intention. 
We are engaged in a warfare using every means, both conventional and 
unconventional. It is not a matter of concessions or compromises, or even of 
temperament. We are not arranging to rally the traditionalists into the 
Conciliar camp. We are trying to do all that we can to bring about a real 
reform of the Church, and because this reform is not something that we can 
effect, we are trying to save all that can be saved by utilizing all the means 
that the good Lord places at our disposition. From this point of view, I 
believe that in these last few months we have scored many points. We must 
continue; and it is for that reason that I do not want to speak of a rupture [of 
the negotiations]. On the contrary, we have been able to observe that there 
is a mutual exchange, albeit not on the same wavelength.

What about the future Your Excellency?

I would like to make a somewhat audacious comparison. The Conciliar 
Church is like a termite that bores away from the inside. For 30 years and 
more, the same principles have been applied with an imperturbable 
coherence, despite their catastrophic fruits. These negotiations have 
fomented within the Conciliar Church itself great hopes in those who, in 
increasing numbers, desire to turn the page of the Conciliar revolution. In 
this context, the propositions that were made to us six months ago led us to 
hope that all would be golden. On advancing a bit, we saw that in fact what 
they offered was a gilded cage, for our critiques were not received and they 
even treated us as illegitimate in the Church. So, we prefer to keep our 
freedom to act for the whole Church rather than let ourselves be isolated in a 
zoo. We must shake the Catholic world from its post-Conciliar lethargy, re
launch the debate, but without their imposed condition that any agreement 
can only be practical. It certainly is a long-term task; the fruits cannot be 
seen immediately, but we must use all the means at our disposal to bring 
about the change of ambiance that will allow Tradition to assume her rightful 
place at Rome, and Rome to rediscover her Tradition.
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ST. MICHAEL’S SCHOOL

During the summer vacations we received the result of the public 
examinations. The advanced level scores were highly satisfactory. We had 
just four candidates in our upper sixth year who, between them, secured five 
A grades. Peadar Walsh obtained A grades in French and English 
Literature, Monica Marshall , A grades in English Literature and English 
Language, and Stephanie Martin, an A grade in English Literature. Some 
good grades were also obtained in mathematics. Peadar is going on to read 
French at University College, Dublin, and Monica will be reading English at 
St. Andrew’s University, Scotland (her father’s alma mater), and Joseph 
Kafel is training to join the police force. Our prayers and fondest wishes go 
with them. Stephanie will be staying on for an additional year to study 
advanced level English Language.

There has been much talk recently about declining standards and “grade 
inflation”. But it must be remembered that advanced levels, at least in 
traditional subjects, are still fairly rigorous and only a small proportions of 
candidates gain A grades. Our upper sixth deserve heartfelt congratulations 
for all their hard work.

The GCSE results, overall, were not nearly so good as those of previous 
years, although some A and B grades were obtained and we can report 
excellent results in French. Father Lorber has already given some thought to 
providing greater opportunities for study, particularly for the boarders, and 
more congenial prep rooms have been provided. Most of last year’s fifth 
form are staying on at the school to study for A levels, and it is to be hoped 
that those who have done less well at GCSE, will be inspired to make greater 
efforts.

The sponsored Pilgrimage to Compostela has, so far raised the magnificent 
sum of approximately £4500. Our sincerest thanks to all those who 
contributed to this effort, whether by prayer or financial support. Above all, 
we would like to express our gratitude to the four young ladies who made 
everything possible. Monica Marshall and Kitty Straghan were joined by 
Fleur Fitzpatrick (another St. Michael’s alumna) and Caroline Daragon, who 
formerly worked at the school as an Assistant Supervisor. Thank you so 
much!

22



All the time of writing, a new extended chapel is being created out of the old 
chapel at St. Raphael’s House and the adjoining area, formerly occupied by 
the library. In the meantime, Masses and other liturgical services are taking 
place in the gymnasium that has been beautifully furnished for the purpose.

On August 4, Mr. Michael O’Connor departed this life, after a long and painful 
illness, he will be sorely missed by everyone at St. Michael’s who knew him. 
The remainder of this Chronicle is devoted to a tribute, written by a colleague 
and friend.

Michael V.F. O’Connor 
19 March 1933 - 4 August 2001

Those who knew Michael O’Connor only during the last decade of his life 
might be surprised to learn how varied his earlier career had been, for he 
was everyone’s idea of the best sort of English schoolmaster. Erudite, 
infectiously enthusiastic, Michael inspired pupils and colleagues alike during 
his years at St. Michael's. He was one of the founding fathers of the school, 
joining its staff in 1992 as a mathematics master and head of the boys’ 
house. He tirelessly devoted himself to St. Michael’s and to the welfare of 
the boys, until ill health demanded an interlude of enforced retirement. He 
returned from this in 1999 to teach advanced level mathematics on a part- 
time basis. Despite what must have been agonising pain, (he never 
complained), he made the return journey for Leicester to Burghclere every 
week for over a year, until his health finally collapsed.

Michael O’Connor was bom in Perth, Western Australia. He was descended, 
on his father’s side, from one of the earliest European families to settle there. 
This may account for the pioneering aspect of his character, which was later 
to prove of great value, together with his skills in woodwork and electronics, 
during the refurbishment of St. Raphael’s House in Burghclere. He was, 
however, educated in England; firstly at Worth Preparatory School in Sussex, 
and afterwards commissioned in the Royal Artillery as Lieutenant. In 1953, 
he went up to Downing College, Cambridge where he read Mechanical 
Sciences. Subsequently, he worked for a publishing company until, in 1959, 
he took up flying training. From then until 1981, Michael was a civil airline 
pilot. In 1972, he was promoted to the position of Training Captain. He flew 
various types of aircraft ranging from short-haul piston engine Dakotas to 
long-range jet, Boeing 707s.

On retiring, he lived, with his devoted wife, Mary, on a seven and a half acre 
smallholding. In 1985, he returned to university at Durham, where he gained 
a B.A. (Hons) in Theology, having made a special study on the writings of
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Cardinal Newman. Before joining the staff at St. Michael’s, he worked in a 
voluntary capacity for the LIFE organization and latterly, for the Good 
Counsel Network. He and Mary were also on the Board of Governors of 
various schools.

At St. Michael’s, Michael was able to combine a long-cherished desire to 
teach with a wish to serve the Catholic cause. He had very particular gifts to 
offer the school. Firstly, he had received a first class education from the 
Benedictines at Downside, based upon the study of Latin, Greek, and 
mathematics. He saw with great clarity, the destructive effects of the shallow 
educational dogma of the ‘sixties. Secondly, he was a man of great faith and 
prayer. He taught by example that there is not division between the life of 
the intellect and the life of the spirit, they are interdependent. Thirdly, every 
pupil knew that Mr. O’Connor cared for them as individuals, but would never 
accept less than their best efforts. The temporarily distracted boy would be 
brought sharply to attention by a well aimed piece of chalk!

Among the teaching staff, Michael will be remembered as a great 
encourager, enthusiast and raconteur. A conversation with him was 
sometimes like a rather bracing tutorial. It would be whimsical and 
entertaining, yet one always came away form it knowing something new or 
seeing something in a new light. Although he felt passionately about many 
things, he always listened to, and thought about, the views of others with an 
exquisite courtesy. Like many clever men, he tended to assume that others 
were much more knowledgeable than they actually were. He would 
characteristically conclude an account of some rather arcane subject with the 
phrase, “but, of course, you will know more about this than me.”

It was very fitting that Michael should have died on the first Saturday of the 
month. I visited him, for the last time, a week earlier. He was so weak that it 
seemed inconceivable that he would survive for more than another day or 
two. It is my conviction that God granted him an additional week on this earth 
to encourage us to emulate his fidelity to the first Saturday devotion. One’s 
feeling about this small miracle was reflected in the words of Fr. Anthony 
Mary in the funeral panegyric: “If you want to meet Michael again, you must 
follow is example.”

Ronald Warwick
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Obituary - Michael O’Connor

It Is on behalf of all the priests and religious members of Society of St. Pius X 
in the district of Great Britain and on behalf of all the teachers at St. Michael’s 
School that I offer my most sincere condolences to Mrs. O’Connor and all the 
members of the family of Michael O’Connor. May they be assured of our 
fervent prayers for the repose of his soul as well as the prayers from the 
children at St. Michael’s School.

We owe Mr. O’Connor a great debt of gratitude for all he has done for St. 
Michael’s School and we will never forget his wonderful example of service, 
dedication and zeal for the Catholic education of our children. Mr. O’Connor 
leaves at the school the memory of a very devout man for whom the sense of 
duty of state was deeply linked with the honour to be given to God. His 
integrity, his skill as a teacher, his love for Tradition and his great esteem for 
Archbishop Lefebvre led him to St. Michael’s School where he dedicated the 
last ten years of his life for that work so dear to him, namely, genuine 
Catholic education.

Priests, teachers and children, have all recognized his great virtues and we 
all look upon him with the highest esteem and the most respectful love. We 
will certainly not forget him and his memory will remain at the school as a 
model and example for us all.

May this humble but sincere tribute of gratitude that we owe to our dear Mr. 
O’Connor, serve as a consoling balm for the sorrow of his family at their loss, 
and may it also encourage us to be diligent students of the example of virtue 
he has given us.

Fr. Jacques Emily

]c JURISDICTION OF SSPX PRIESTS

In virtue of his ordination, a priest can bless all things and even consecrate 
bread and wine in such wise that they become the very Body and Blood 0 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. But whenever in his ministry he has 
authoritatively with people, he needs, over and above the power ot re. 
that of Jurisdiction, which empowers him to judge and rule is

25



Jurisdiction is, moreover, necessary for the validity itself of the sacraments of 
penance and matrimony.

Now, the sacraments were given by Our Lord as the ordinary and principal 
means of salvation and sanctification. The Church, therefore, whose 
supreme law is the salvation of souls (1983 Code of Canon Law, canon 
1752), wants the ready availability of these sacraments, and especially 
penance (canon 968). The Church wants priests (canon 1026) and 
empowers them liberally to hear confessions (canon 967, §2). This 
jurisdiction to hear confessions is to be revoked only for a grave reason 
(canon 974, §1).

Jurisdiction is ordinarily given by mandate from the Pope or diocesan Bishop, 
or perhaps delegated by the parish priest. The priests of the Society of Saint 
Pius X do not have jurisdiction in this way. Extraordinarily, however, the 
Church supplies jurisdiction without passing by the 
constituted authorities. This is foreseen in the 1983 Code of Canon Law.

. When the faithful think the priest has a jurisdiction which he does not 
have (canon 144) [common error],

. when there is a probable and positive doubt that the priest has 
jurisdiction (canon 144),

. when a priest inadvertently continues to hear confessions once his 
faculties have expired (canon 142, §2), and

. when the penitent is in danger of death (and then even if the priest is 
laicised or an apostate, even though a Catholic priest is at hand) 
(canons 976, 1335).

Therefore, the Church, wanting the ready availability of penance, 
extraordinarily supplies jurisdiction in view of the needs of her children, and it 
is granted all the more liberally the greater their need.

Now, the nature of the present crisis in the Church is such that the faithful 
can on good grounds feel it a moral impossibility to approach priests having 
ordinary jurisdiction. And so, whenever the faithful need the graces of 
penance and want to receive them from priests whose judgment and advice 
they can trust, they can do so, even if the priests do not ordinarily have 
jurisdiction. Even a suspended priest can do this for the faithful who ask: “for 
any just cause whatsoeverJ’ (canon 1335). This is even more the case if a 
faithful Catholic can foresee his being deprived of the true sacrament of 
penance from priests with ordinary jurisdiction until he dies. Only God knows 
when this crisis will end.
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The extraordinary form for marriages is foreseen in canon 1116, §1. If the 
couple cannot approach their parish priest “without serious inconvenience"— 
and they may consider as such his insistence on having the Novus Ordo 
Missae for the wedding, or their apprehensions concerning his moral 
teaching in marriage instructions —and if they foresee these circumstances 
to last for at least a month, then they can marry before witnesses alone, and 
another priest (e.g., of the Society of Saint Pius X) if possible (canon 1116,
§2).

Even if one were to consider the above arguments as only probable, then 
jurisdiction would still be certainly supplied by the Church (canon 144).

And so we must answer affirmatively. Traditional priests do have a 
jurisdiction that is neither territorial nor ordinary but supplied in view of the 
needs of the faithful.

NOTE ON MODESTY

“An incident occurred in the 1920s, when short dresses first came in after 
World War I. There was a young ‘high society’ girl dying, and our Lady 
appeared to her, and told her that there was only one way in which she could 
save her soul. It was to immediately inform her young friends, and to get 
them and everyone possible to spread the information swiftly and widely that 
all who designed, made, propagated, or wore these fashions would lose their 
immortal souls. She said that these fashions were Satan’s quick way to 
spread mortal sin, and that all concerned in encouraging them would be 
treated as n mortal sin. The girl’s salvation would depend on her response 
and that of others through her, to this only opportunity to save her soul 
obtained for her as a special grace by the Blessed Virgin Mary. Our Lady 
has since told privileged souls that Satan has introduced the general wearing 
of trousers and masculine hair fashions, etc., among woman to propagate 
homosexuality in the removal of the difference in appearance between men 
and women. And how much worse, more common and more vulgar are all 
these plagues today.”
(Vers Demain paper, Canada)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Marriages
Peter Rhodes of England and 
Nancy Poulin were joined in the 
Holy Sacrament of Matrimony on 
Sept. 22 in Canada.

Baptisms
Finnian Joseph Daly, son of 
Steven and Pascale Daly, was 
bom on Sept. 13 and baptized on 
Sept. 16, 2001 at St. Georges 
House, Wimbledon.

Holy Days of Obligation 
Nov 1st - All Saints & Nov. 2nd - 

All Souls Day
Bristol
Burghclere
London (St. Joseph’s) 
London (Wimbledon) 
Portsmouth

11am 
10am 

1pm & 7pm 
11am
7 pm

Taunton
Woking

7 pm
7:30pm

SSPX PILGRIMAGE TO SWEDEN 
Thursday July 4th - Tuesday July 9th, 2001 

Discover Catholic Sweden with visits to Upsala (the Canterbury of Sweden) and 
S various sites associated with St. Bridget. Full day walking pilgrimage for the

conversion of Scandinavia.
Five nights - half board in a Stockholm hotel, flights from Heathrow. Cost under 

£400 - deposit £50 with booking.
_________ _____ Apply to Fr. King at St. George’s House______________

Young Roman 
Catholics 

There will be a 
meeting for the 
older group of the 
YRC (23-35) on 
the 6 Oct. at St. 
Joseph’s and 
Padarn’s Church 
Hall at 2:00pm. A 
conference by Fr. 
King will be given. 
Also a YRC (23- 
35) weekend is 
planned for the 2-4 
of November. All 
are encouraged to 
attend.

League of the Kingship of Christ
The League for the Kingship of Christ, a group of 
Catholic laymen dedicated to the propagation of the 
Social Teaching of the Church and extending the 
Social Reign of Our Lord, is looking for members. For 
those who are interested in this initiative or wish to 
receive further information, please write to:
League for the Kingship of Christ, 14 Coppin St., Deal, Kent 
CT14 6JL

Middlemarsh Mass centre moves to Garden Cottage, 
Holnest for the winter months beginning October 28, 
the fourth Sunday of the month.

The guild of St. Monica exists to pray for our lapsed relatives, 
particularly children, that they return to the practice of the Faith. 
A mass is offered for its intentions once a month.
Details available form Fr. King at St. Georges
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10™ ANNIVERSARY ACTIVITIES AT 
ST. MICHAEL’S SCHOOL

December 15th: Christmas Activities
- 10am Sung Mass
- 12:30pm Nativity Play performed by the Junior pupils and awarding of 

Examination Certificates at Burghclere Village Hall
- 2pm Christmas Bazaar in school gymnasium (Christmas Draw at 4pm) 

March 23,d: I0* Anniversaiy Celebration with Bishop Fellay
- 10:30am: Pontifical High Mass in gymnasium
- 1pm Lunch
- 2:30pm: Theatrical Performances by Junior and Senior Pupils 

May 6lh: May Procession/Crowning of Blessed Virgin Maiy
- 11am Solemn Mass in gymnasium
- 2pm May Procession with Benediction 

July 6*: End of Year Activities
- 11am Solemn Mass in gymnasium
- 12:30pm Picnic Lunch
- 2pm Conference by a distinguished speaker
- 3pm Prize-giving Ceremony

MORNING OFFERING Intentions Eucharistic Crusade
-Decern be r-

The return to the Church of
-October-

The family 
Rosary

-November-
The grace for a happy 

death and the Holy Souls lapsed, heretics and schismatics

St. Michael’s Schooi Christmas Fete
St. Michael’s School is once again preparing 
for its annual Christmas Fete to be held on 
Saturday December 15th. Events will begin 
with a Sung Mass at 10am. At 12:30pm, in the 
Burghclere Village Hall, the pupils in our Junior 
School will stage a theatrical performance for 
your entertainment and the school will award 
the examination certificates for our past GCSE 
and A-level pupils. The fete itself will begin a 
2pm and will conclude with the Christmas 
Draw at 4pm. We are in need of assistance 
for manning and planning the various stalls at 
the fete and we ask your help in this matter. 
Anyone who would like to help at a stall or 
better yet, provide their own stall, please 
contact Fr. Dreher at 01635 278137 as soon 
as possible. We thank you in advance for your 
generous support of this event.

St. Michael's School Christmas Draw
Tickets will soon be on sale at the 
various Mass centres for the annual 
Christmas Draw held in aid of St. 
Michaels School. Tickets may be 
purchased for 50p each (£2.50 for a 
book of five.) Prizes for the draw will 
include £300 for first prize, £200 for 
second prize, £100 for third prize and 
many consolation prizes will also be 
given. Please help our school raise 
£3000 for the school fund by purchasing 
your tickets draw tickets from your 
nearest Mass centre. Anyone who 
would like to contribute one of the 
consolation prizes for the Draw should 
contact Fr. Dreher as soon as possible. 
We thank you in advance for your 
generous support of our school.
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r DEATH NOTICES

Of your charity, please pray for the following whose anniversaries occur at this time:

OCTOBER

Father Denis Marchal, Brian Moran, Mary McLaughlin, W. Herron Terence 
Fitzpatrick, James Collins, Douglas Horsford, Gladys White, Maurice 
Percival, Kathleen Butler, Peter Beigel, Patrick Bryan, Joseph Rawcliffe, 
William Irwin, Kathleen Vinton, Joan Bailey, Kathleen Breen, Tony Osborne, 
Constance Clark, Catherine McVeigh, James Mullaney, Victoria Parsons, 
Kathleen Quigley, Robert Liotard, Agnes Keating, Leonard Richardson, 
Kathleen Burgess, Mrs Sim, Margaret Martin, Kevin Heaney, James Clarke, 
Aloysius Faupel, Patrick Ferguson, Cecilia Bevan, Basil Lott, Dorothy 
Vaughan, George Grossmith, Anthony Pratt, Glenise Kenny, Philip Douglas, 
Mary Salisbury, Kevin Boyle, William Garratt, Ralph Gill, Martin Fitzgerald, 
Frances Black, Wallace Wears, Eric & Maria Kingston, Mary Knox, James 
Baldwin, Theodora Beigel, Kathryn Groves, Peter Anyanwu, Hilda McNello, 
Winifred Cornwell, Mary Gaffney, Eric Hulm, Olive Emmeline Banks

NOVEMBER

Father Roland Gierak, Father Quentin Montgomery-Wright, Winifred Hartley, 
Marjorie Henderson, Brian Cooper, Mrs L.Jones, George Western-Pick, 
Peter Goodridge, Bernard Finbar-Cooke, Olive Silk, Imelda Carey, Elizabeth 
Coe, Catherine O'Sullivan, William Burns, Alexandra Flory, Martin Dunleavy, 
John Brosche, Joan Southwell, Stanley Maloney, Kathleen Pitt, Marguerite 
Lane, John Fallon, Joyce Lambert, Edith Harris, Grace Evelyn Budden, John 
Barnicott, David Walter, Joseph Kearsey, Margaret Read, Dora Dombre, 
Rose Hazell, Alan Flawn, Mary Kilroy, Harry Hall, James Wood, Mary Ferris, 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Doreen Marchant, Mary Malcolm, James Callaghan, 
Agnes Morton, Jean Maclean-Kay, Dorothy Hall, Paul Oxley, Roland 
Delafield, Thomas Maxwell, Muriel Hayward, Mary-Frances Floyd, Lilian 
Cockeram, James Mitchell
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c CHURCHES AND MASSES CENTRES

BRIGHTON
Patcham Memorial Hall,
Old London Rd
Tel: 0208 946 7916
Mass: 1430 2nd & 4th Sundays

HERNE
Sts. John Fisher & Thomas More Church 
Heme St.
Tel: 01795 880 751 (served by the 
Redemptorists)
Mass: 1100 1st, 2nd & 4th Sundays

HOLNEST
Garden Cottage,
Tel: 01963 210 381
Mass: 1730 2nd & 4th Sundays

BRISTOL
St Saviour’s House,
St Agnes Avenue, Knowle.
Tel: 0117 977 5863
Mass: 1000 every Sunday, Dally

BURGHCLERE
St Michaels School Chapel, Harts Lane, 
Tel: 01635 278 137/173
Mass: 0800 every Sunday, Daily

ISLE OF WIGHT
Charter House, St Thomas Square, 
Newport
Tel: 01635 278 137 
Mass: 1500 2nd Sunday

KEIGHLEY
Christ The King, Devonshire Street 
Tel: 01274 565 186 
Mass: 1330 every Sunday

LIVERPOOL
Sts. Peter & Paul Church 
193 Edge Lane 
Tel: 0151 480 2433 
Mass: 1300 every Sunday

LONDON (WIMBLEDON)
St George’s House, 125 Arthur Rd, SW19
Tel: 0208 946 7916
Mass: 0800 1st & 3rd Sundays

CHELTENHAM
Women’s Institute Hall, Prestbury Rd 
Tel: 0117 977 5863 
Mass: 1500 1st Sunday

COVENTRY
Schools F.P. Association Club,
Bonds Hospital, Hill St 
Tel: 0121 705 0896 
Mass: 1730 1st & 3rd Sundays

GLASGOW
St Andrew’s Church, 202 Renfrew Street 
Tel: 01698 852 991 
Mass: 1000 Every Sunday

MANCHESTER
Church of St. Pius X,
16 Deer Park Road 
Tel: 01772 885 990
Mass: 1000 every Sunday

GROOMBRIDGE
Church of St. Pius V, Station Rd,
Groombridge
Tel: 01892 654 372
Mass: 1100 1st & 3rd Sundays
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NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
Royal Station Hotel, Neville St 
Tel: 0191 371 0525 
Mass: 1800 every Sunday

REDCAR
Larkswood Community Centre, 
Larkswood Road 
Tel 01642 477 805
Mass: 1800 2nd Sunday

RHOS ON SEA
St.David’s Chapel 
Conwy Rd (A547) Mochdre 
Tel: 01492 549808 
Mass: 1615 1st & 3rd Sundays

TAUNTON
Our Lady of Glastonbury 17 South Street, 
off East Reach 
Tel: 0117 977 5863 
Mass: 1430 every Sunday

TUNSTALL
Bradwell Lodge, Bradwell Lane, 
Newcastle Staffs.
Tel: 01782 83 4988
Mass: 1700 2nd & 4th Sundays

NORTH BADDESLEY
The Village Hall, North Baddesley, 
Nr. Southampton 
Tel: 01635 278 173 
Mass: 1700 18t & 3rd Sundays

NORWICH
Belvedere Comm. Centre of
Dereham Rd
Tel: 01603 788 873
Mass: 1730 2nd & 4th Sundays

OXFORD
W.l Hall
11 Middleway, Summertown 
Tel: 08165 882 014 
Mass: 1000 every Sunday

PORTSMOUTH
Our Lady Help of Christians, 
14 Kingston Road 
Tel: 02392 263 166
Mass: 1100 every Sunday

WOKING
Church of The Holy Cross, 
Sandy Lane, Maybury 
Tel: 01483 505 843 
Mass: 1100 every Sunday

MONTHLY MASSES
PLYMOUTH
University of Plymouth, James St
Tel: 01752 211 224
Mass:
1930 (Inquire St. Saviour’s House)

GREAT MISSENDEN
The Memorial Hall 
Tel: 01296 423 752 
Mass:
1930 Last Thursdays of the month 
25 October, 29 November

SOUTHEND
Community Centre,
Coleman Street.
Tel: 01621 853 051 
1930 Mass:
1st Wednesdays of the month 
3 October, 7 November
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[ SOCIETY OF ST. PIUS X IN GREAT BRITAIN

October November

4th 11th 18th 25th7th 14th 21st 28th
Brighton
Bristol

14301430 1430 1430
1000 10001000 1000 1000 10001000 1000
0800 0800Burghclere

Cheltenham
0800 0800 0800 0800 0800 0800
1500 1500
1730 1730Coventry 1730 1730

1300 1300 1300Edinburgh 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300
10001000 1000Glasgow 1000 1000 1000 10001000

1100Groombridge 1100 11001100
11001100Herne Bay 1100 1100 1100 1100
17301730Middlemarsh 1730 1730

1500Isle of Wight 1500
1330 13301330 13301330 1330 1330 1330Keighley

13001300 13001300 1300 1300 1300Liverpool 1300
0800 080008000800 0800 0800 0800London (Wimbledon) 0800

100010001000 1000 10001000 1000 1000London (St Joseph)
12001200 12001200 1200 12001200 1200
10001000 100010001000 1000Manchester 1000 1000
180018001800 18001800 18001800Newcastle 1800

170017001700North Baddesley 
Norwich

1700
17301730 17301730

1000 10001000 100010001000 10001000Oxford
11001100 11001100 11001100 11001100Portsmouth
10001000 1000100010001000 10001000Preston

18001800Redcar
161516151615Rhos-on-Sea 1615

1430143014301430 1430 143014301430Taunton
Tunstall 1700170017001700

11001100110011001100 110011001100Woking
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OUR LADY OF FATIMA CATECHISM 

CORRESPONDENCE
Sisters of the Society of St. Pius X 

540 W. 8th St., Browerville, MN 56438 U.S.A

Year A Introduction to the Basic Truths of the Faith and the Life of Our 
Lord and Our Lady

Year B The Apostles’ Creed and Living the Liturgy **
Year C Preparation for First Communion. If a child has already received 

Penance and the Holy Eucharist, this course aims at increasing 
his knowledge of and love for these sacraments.

Year D The Apostles’ Creed on a higher level and an introduction to the 
Old Testament.

**a supplement of preparation for First Communion and First Holy Communion will be available 
to our Year B students for an additional $8 (USA) or $10 (other countries)

2001 Correspondence Catechism Prices
Homework Only:Lessons with Homework:

Regular $23 
Supporting $30

Regular $43 
Supporting $60

In USA

Regular $26 
Supporting $30

Regular $46 
Supporting $60

In Canada 
or Mexico:

Regular $35 
Supporting $40

Regular $60 
Countries: Supporting $75
(US funds only - please make checks payable to the Sisters of the Society of Saint PiusX- 
thank you for enclosing payment with your registration form.)

All other

cut off and mail in
I desire to enrol the child in:

YearB O Year D OYearC OYear A O

I would like like:
O Lessons with Homework

Homework Only (for families who already have the lessons)

if applicable please check the appropriate box
For Year B only: o First Confession and First Communion Supplement 

for an additional $8 (or $ 10 other countries)

For Year D only: ° Regular Homework ° More difficult homework
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SOCIETY OF ST. PIUS X IN GREAT BRITAIN

LONDON
St George’s House, 125 Arthur Road, Tel: 
SW19 7DR

0208 946 7916 Fr. J. Emily (Superior), 
Fax: 0208 879 7669 Fr. B. King,

Fr A. Purdy

BRISTOL
St Saviour's House, St Agnes Avenue, Tel/Fax: 0117 977 5863 Fr. L Boyle (Prior)

Fr. M. Crowdy(Chaplaincy)BS4 2DU
Tel: 0117 977 7738
(Residence)

PRESTON
St Mary's House, 12 Ribblesdale 
Place, PR1 3NA

Tel: 01772 885 990 Fr M. Clifton (Prior), 
01772 562 428 Fr A. Wingerden, 

FrJ. McLaughlin
Fax:

ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL
St. Raphael's House (Senior Boys' Tel: 
School), Harts Lane, Burghclere, RG20 Fax: 
9JW

01635 278 137 Fr B. Lorber (Headmaster), 
01635 278 601 Fr. J. Dreher (Bursar)

Fr. G. Gonzales.
Fr A. Portugal

Tel/Fax: 01635 255 054
01635 253 209 

Tel/Fax: 01635 278 173

St. Gabriel’s House (Senior Girls’ Residence)
St. Michael’s House (Junior Boys’ & Junior Girls’ Residence) 
Priests’ Residence:

Tel:

Website for the Society of St. Pius X in Great Britain

www.sspx.co.uk

For further information please email Brian Cooper at 
brian@xcooper.globalnet.co.uk
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ROSARY CRUSADE

Intentions of the Rosary Crusade:

1. The reign of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the triumph of the Sorrowful 
and Immaculate Heart of Mary.

2. The ministry of the Society of St. Pius X in Great Britain.

3. The sanctification of the members of the Society and for many new 
priestly and religious vocations in the district.

4. The sanctification and salvation of the members of our families.

5. The conversion of Great Britain.

A mass is offered once a month for the members and intentions of the 
Rosary Crusade.
Join the Rosary Crusade by completing the form below:

cut off and mail in.

ENROLMENT FORM

Surname, Christian Name:

Address:

Post Code Tel No.

Date........................................
I am enrolling in the Rosary Crusade, for one year and undertake to 
say: 1 or 2 decades.... 5 decades...15 decades... every day (These are 
purely personal undertakings and any case of forgetfulness or 
omission does not constitute a sin)

To be returned to: St George’s House, 125 Arthur Road, London SW19 
7DR
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