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Father Black and Archbishop Lefebvre



Letter from Father F.milv

My clear Brethren.

Trndirii quod et aceepi: Archbishop l.elelnre chose these words of Saint Paul to be 
engraved on his tomb to bear witness to the reason of his combat against the modernists 
and liberals who have entered into the Church to destroy it from the inside To protect the 
Church from this “auto demolition" set in motion by so many members of the hierarchy 
who. like new Reformers, strive to reduce the Mystical Body of Jesus Christ to merely 
one religious institution amongst others. Archbishop Lefebvre opposed them with the 
banner of the Tradition of the Catholic Church. Sublime and holv banner indeed, the one 
of Tradition, which has borne the most precious treasure of the Catholic Faith for twenty 
centuries by the means of its unchanging doctrine and sacraments.

This banner. Archbishop Lefebvre received pure and intact "quod ct accepi" (that which.
I myself have received) first of all from his most holy parents. Mr and Mrs. Lefebvre. 
then from his studies at the seminary in Lille, then at the French Seminary' in Rome under 
the wise and saintly direction of Father Lefloch and finally from his religious formation 
in the novitiate of the Congregation of the Fathers of the Holy Ghost. New Apostle of 
Modern Times, Archbishop Lefebvre has. as Saint Paul did himself, transmitted 
“Tradidi" (I deliver unto you) the deposit of Tradition to preserve pure and intact for 
future generations the Catholic Faith from the modernist poison, which has so deeply- 
infected the Church, particularly since the Second Vatican Council.

Led by Div ine Providence. Archbishop Lefebvre founded for this purpose the Society of 
Saint Pius X that was canonically erected by Mgr Charriere on the 1st of Nov ember 1970 
Thus. Archbishop Lefebvre gave to the Society of Saint-Pius X the banner that he had 
himself received and for thirty years now. this small but strong and liv ing branch of the 
Church has carried the standard of Catholic Tradition all around the world, bringing forth 
hundreds of vocations and supporting thousands of families in their faith by the grace of 
the true sacraments and of sound doctrine Truly, the Society of Saint Pius-X has made 
the saying of Saint Paul and of Archbishop Lefebv re her own and can justly claim that, 
she is keenly delivering unto souls that which she has also received.

Since it has come about that Divine Providence has appointed me. by the voice of Bishop 
Fellay, to become your new district superior, I thought it would be a good thing to remind 
us all briclly of what precisely is the mission that the Society of Saint Pius-X received 
thirty years ago from its founder. Archbishop Lcfebvre. Indeed, keeping this mission of 
our Society in mind, you will understand with what spirit I have accepted out of 
obedience and out of love for the Church and for your souls, this heavy task. You will 
also understand that ! consider this new position among you as pari of the mission of the 
Society itself and that is why 1 have no other intentions but, with the grace of God. to 
follow in the footsteps of our dear founder and. according to Ins example, to. “deliver 
unto you first of all that which I also received". (I Cor. 15:3)

Thus, the calling to mind of the mission of the Society in your beautiful country of Great 
Britain (which is now mine also) is the best presentation that I can give of myself and of 
the work that I intend to pursue with the precious cooperation of my dear colleagues and



with the support of your prayers and of your generosity. I do not need then to give you 
any other personal introduction, as Father Black, who so kindly presented me as his "dear 
and old friend", did so in the June Newsletter

I hope that you will not mind, in this circumstance, that I paraphrase Saint Pius X from 
his first encyclical “L Supremi Apostolatus" to tell you much more rightly than he did, 
that; ‘7 consider myself altogether unworthy, because of my insignificance, to be 
named to the honor of district superior and be designated to succeed him who has 
ruled the district most wisely for twenty two years.

I am sure that, on the occasion of this letter that I am writing to you, you will allow me on 
behalf of you all to pay the tributp of our most sincere gratitude to Father Black, who has 
been the great builder of the Society in the District of Great Britain. If we consider what 
Father Black received as a heritage when he was appointed District Superior twenty-two 
years ago and what he has accomplished since that time, wc arc amazed. It is enough to 
look at the back page of this Newsletter to realize the tremendous work he has done to 
give the Society a solid structure in order to facilitate the ministry of our priests for the 
good of your souls. From one priory in Highclere and one chapel in Middlcmarsh in 
1978, Father Black leaves us indeed, 13 new churches all across the country, a school for 
our children, a residential home for our elderly people and two new pnoncs

The numbers speak implicitly by themselves to describe what we owe to Father Black but 
Mr. Ronald Warwick describes it explicitly in his so beautiful book: “The Living Flame", 
in which he so wonderfully narrates the blossoming of the Society in Great Britain of 
which Father Black has been the key instrument during these past years. A tireless 
worker, he has acquired a further two churches this year (Taunton and Rhos-on-Sea in 
Wales), put the bases of preliminary requirements for another one in Newcastle as well as 
for the acquisition of another house to expand the girls school and he simply regrets, in 
his last letter that he has not been able to acquire a new church in the centre of London..

Dear Father Black, you have carried the banner of Tradition for twenty-two years in this 
country and you have truly kept “the living flame” burning for this generation We know 
that you have put your heart into building the Society of Saint Pius X in Britain and we 
can understand that it will from now on, remain engraved upon it. Be assured in return 
that your memory will remain as well, engraved in the hearts of your former faithful and 
in that of your dear old friend.

We, none of us then, wish to say farewell to you since you will return soon to celebrate 
the Silver Anniversary of your priesthood, but wc do want to say wholeheartedly Thank 
you and assure you of our fervent prayers for your new ministry in Australia.

During this month of October, I encourage you. Dear Brethren, to increase your devotion 
towards the Blessed Virgin Mary and to pray the rosary every day and if possible with all 
the members of the family gathered together. ‘7 am Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary’ 
and 1 ask you to pray your Rosary every day”. She said at Fatima explaining to the 
children that God has given a new efficacy to the Rosary for these times to defeat the 
power of the devil and to solve all our problems. Believe in the power of the Rosary.



knowing that through it God will give to Mary the final victory over the infernal enemy 
in order that in the end. Her Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart may triumph.

"May devotion to Mary be held in honour in all the houses of the Society and in all the 
hearts of its members! Mary will keep us in the Catholic Faith. She is neither Liberal, 
nor Modernist, nor ecumenical. She is impervious to all errors and with even greater 

to heresy and apostasy. ” (Archbishop Lcfcbvre, Spiritual Journey)reason

Very sincerely yours in Jesus and Mary, 

Father Jacques Emily

VISIT OF BISHOP FELLAY to ST. MICHAEL'S SCHOOL 
Sunday 24th September

Bishop Fellay
St. Michael's School on Sunday 24th September. The day will commence 
with Mass at 11 a.m. in Highclere Village Hall, Andover Road, 
(directly opposite St: Michael's House.) The Mass will be followed 
by a picnic at 1 p.m.

Superior of the Society of St. Pius x, will visit

In the afternoon, beginning at 2.30 p.m., the Bishop will give a 
Conference in Highclere Village Hall, and the day will end with the 
serving of tea and biscuits.

OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS, PORTSMOUTH

In view of the ceremonies at St. Michael's School on Sunday 24th 
September, the Mass at Portsmouth will take place at 6 p.m. on that 
day, and not at 11 a.m. as previously stated.

ST. MICHAEL'S SCHOOL STAFF VACANCY

St. Michael's School is in need of a cook, 
made to the Headmaster, Father Dreher, as soon as possible,.

Applications should be

WEEKEND CONFERENCE FOR 
YOUNG CATHOLIC MEN AND WOMEN 

20th - 22nd October

A further Weekend Conference will take place at St. Saviour's House, 
Bristol, from Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd October. All are welcome. A 
donation of £15 is requested for meals and lodging. Cheques should be 
made payable to Mr. M. Martinez. If you would like to attend please 
contact Mr. Martinez at 2 Coppice Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG5 3QX. 
(Telephone (0118) 969 5979)



SUNDAY MASSES

OCTOBER 1 8 15 22 29

Brighton
Bristol
Burghclere

1430
1100
0800

1430
1100
0800

1100
0800

1100
0800

1100
0800

Coventry 1730 1730

1300Edinburgh 1300 1300 1300 1300

10001000
1100

1000 1000
1100

1000Glasgow
Groombridge

(Tunbridge Wells)

1100 1100Herne Bay

13301330 1330 1330 1330Keighley

1300 13001300 1300 1300Liverpool

1000
1200

1000
1200

1000
1200

1000
1200

1000
1200

London

1000
1730

10001000
1730

10001000Manchester
Middlemarsh

18001800 1800 1800
1500
1100

1800Newcastle upon Tyne 
Newport (Isle of Wight) 
North Baddesley

(Southampton)
1100

17301730Norwich

1800 1100 11001800
Prestbury (Cheltenham) 1500

1000

Portsmouth 1100

1000 10001000 1000Preston

1800Redcar
Rhos-on-Sea 16151615

1500 15001500 1500 1500Taunton

17001700Tunstall

0800
1700

0800
1700

Wimbledon
Woking 17001700 1700

VARIOUS OTHER MASS CENTRES

Thursday 26th October 
Wednesday 18th October 
Wednesday 4th October 
Wednesday 25th October

7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m.

Great Missenden 
Hemel Hempstead 
Plymouth 
Southend on Sea



DAY OF THANKSGIVING

to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament for the third quarter of 
the Holy Year and new millennium of Grace 

on the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary and of Victory

Saturday 7th October

11 a.m. Solemn High Mass

followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until

5 p.m. Solemn Benediction

at

Our Lady of Victories Church, Preston

4-

Of your charity please pray for the repose of the souls of

REGINALD CHAPMAN of TOWCESTER 
ANTHONY CODD of CARSHALTON 

CATHERINE DERHAM of HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
MARY ELLEN HOLLAND of HUNTINGDON

who died recently

ReqoieAcarU in pace.

Please pray for the following whose anniversaries occur about
this time

FATHER DENIS MARCHAL
BRIAN MORAN MARY McLAUGHLIN W. HERRON TERENCE FITZPATRICK 
JAMES COLLINS DOUGLAS HORSFORD GLADYS WHITE MAURICE PERCIVAL 
KATHLEEN BUTLER PETER BEIGEL PATRICK BRYAN JOSEPH RAWCLIFFE 
WILLIAM IRWIN KATHLEEN VINTON JOAN BAILEY 
KATHLEEN VINTON CONSTANCE CLARK CATHERINE McVEIGH AGNES KEATING 
VICTORIA PARSONS KATHLEEN QUIGLEY ROBERT LIOTARD JAMES MULLANEY 
LEONARD RICHARDSON KATHLEEN BURGESS MRS SIM MARGARET MARTIN 

JAMES CLARKE ALOYSIUS FAUPEL PATRICK FERGUSON 
BASIL LOTT DOROTHY VAUGHAN GEORGE GROSSMITH 

KEVIN BOYLE
PHILIP DOUGLAS WILLIAM GARRAT

KATHLEEN BREEN

TONY OSBORNE 
CECILIA BEVAN 
ANTHONY PRATT GLENISE KENNY 
KEVIN HEANEY 
FRANCES BLACK WALLACE WEARS 
JAMES BALDWIN THEODORA BEIGEL 

HILDA McNELLO

MARY SALISBURY 
RALPH GILL 

ERIC and MARIA KINGSTON MARY KNOX 
MARTIN FITZGERALD KATHRYN GROVES 

WINIFRED CORNWELLPETER ANYANWU



DAY OF THANKSGIVING

to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament for the fourth quarter 
of the Holy Year and new millennium of Grace 

on the Feast of Christ the King

Sunday 29th October

11.30 a.m. Sung Mass

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until

5.00 p.m. Benediction
at

St. Joseph's Church, London

NOVENA TO OBTAIN THE GRACE OF THE CONSECRATION OF RUSSIA BY 
THE POPE AND BISHOPS ON 8th OCTOBER 2000 IN ST.PETER'S ROME

SATURDAY 12th AUGUST TO SATURDAY 7th OCTOBER 
(NINE CONSECUTIVE SATURDAYS)

at
St. Joseph's Church, London

Mass 11 a.m. followed by Exposition, Rosary, 
Litanies and Benediction

Russia has not yet converted to the Faith 
yet been consecrated to Our Lady as requested at Fatima. The meeting 
on 8th October in Rome of the Pope and bishops of the world is a 
providential opportunity for the consecration to be done. Let us 
storm Heaven so that God willing this grace may be granted, 
through Russia's conversion peace will come.

because she has not as

and

ST. MICHAEL'S SCHOOL FUND DRIVE

St. Michael's School is continuing its £70,000 Fund Drive. Thus far, 
generous souls have donated over £7,000, but this is only 10% of our 
goal. Could you not help us by pledging merely £250 per year, so that 
we may reach this goal? If you cannot afford the sum of £250, then 
perhaps you could give £25 or £50 per year. Those who currently pay 
tax can help us even more by completing a Gift Aid Form, which is 
available on request from the school. When this completed form is 
signed and returned, the school can reclaim an additional 23% from 
the Inland Revenue on the amount you donate. Please be generous, 
since the Catholic education of our children is such an important 
apostolate, and it depends largely upon the generosity of 
benefactors.

All those who make donations to the school will be remembered monthly 
during the First Saturday Mass, and their names will be added to our 
Mailing List. They will also receive a complimentary copy of our 
school newsletter "The Inside Story". With your help we can continue 
to provide a solid Catholic and academic education for our 
children.



PILGRIMAGE TO ROME

The recent pilgrimage to Rome,
August, was a very great success from every point of view, naturally 
and supernaturally. As with every human endeavour and undertaking, 
no matter how much effort and planning, if God does not bless the 
enterprise then it will not succeed. Our Blessed Lord certainly 
smiled on us all in Rome, and I do not think it an exaggeration to say 
that our stay in the Eternal City was a continual blessing, 
beginning to end. God was generous with us because, no doubt. He 
could see we were being generous with Him, as there were plenty of 
opportunities to do penance, and offer up whatever crosses Our Lord 
sent to us. The spirit of unity and charity amongst our group was very 
edifying, as the sheep generally behaved as sheep ought to, and the 
shepherds (or sheep dogs, as one pilgrim good humouredly quipped) 
kept their watch.

which took place from 4th to 11th

from

I mentioned that the pilgrimage began on 4th August, but in fact a 
small group of 18 pilgrims travelled the day before from Manchester, 
with the main group numbering 100 pilgrims, led by Father Dreher and 
Father King, flying from Heathrow on Friday 4th. The whole country 
was well represented in the group, with a good number of children and 
young people. Even the colonies were represented, with Canadians, 
South Africans and Americans present. Our group from Great Britain 
was Catholic in more than the religious sense of the word!

The group was met at the airport by coach and we were taken to our 
hotel, Casa San Bernardo, south of the city. This building was in fact 
a brand new hotel, formerly belonging to the Trappist community, and 
since it was a converted religious institution it felt more like a 
monastery than a hotel. The conference room was transformed into a 
chapel, with our altar set up beneath the large and impressive copy of 
Murillo's Assumption of Our Lady. God had already begun to bless us in 
the delightful verdant surroundings of our hotel, and still more in 
that the hotel was only a few hundred yards from the Cistercian Abbey 
of Tre Fontane, built over the site of the martyrdom of St. Paul. 
Indeed, St. Paul's Outside the Walls was our nearest basilica, and 
surely Providence had a hand in all this, since during the Middle Ages 
it was the English Monarch who was the protector of the Basilica 
dedicated to the Apostle and Doctor of the Gentiles.

Our pilgrimage was in two parts, as we had three days to occupy 
ourselves before all the national groups came together on Tuesday 8th 
August. Our first day in Rome was Saturday 5th August, and began with 
a visit to St. Peter's in the morning 
visited the Pantheon, Santa Maria in Sopra Minerva, and the body of 
St. Catherine of Siena. After this we walked a few hundred yards to 
the Jesuit Church of Saint Ignatius containing the bodies of threfe 
Jesuit saints, St. Robert Bellarmine, St. Aloysius Gonzaga, and St. 
John Berchmans. The day, which had begun with thunder and lightning 
and heavy rain, ended in splendid sunshine, as we walked along the 
Via dei Fori Imperiali past the Roman Forum towards the splendid 
Colosseum, scene of so many Christian martyrdoms in the time of the 
pagan Empire.

The next day, Sunday, we visited the Basilica of the Holy Cross and 
venerated the Relics of the True Cross, the nails, the crown of thorns 
(parts of), a section of the title of the Cross, the finger of St.

and in the afternoon we



Thomas the Apostle, and a large section of the cross of the Good 
Thief. Still following the theme of the Passion, we walked the half 
mile to the Scala Sancta, which is close to the Basilica of St. John 
Lateran. These holy stairs are the twenty-eight steps which Our 
Divine Lord climbed to be judged and condemned to death by Pilate. 
They were brought to Rome by St. Helena in the 4th century, and 
pilgrims mount these steps on their knees in honour of the sufferings 
of Our Lord for our redemption. After lunch, we took a bus to the 
Catacombs of St. Callistus, where we had a memorable guided tour of 
this amazing testament to the faith and fervour of the early 
Christians. Some 500,000 Christians are said to have been buried 
there during the centuries of persecution, amongst whom were many 
Popes, and the body of St. Cecilia, until she was translated to the 
church dedicated to her, built on the site of her house and place of 
martyrdom in Trans Tiberian (across the Tiber).

On Monday 8th August the group departed from Rome and visited the 
Society headquarters in Italy, at Albano. This building dates from 
the 1950's, and was a former seminary . Father Dreher celebrated Mass 
at 11 a.m. in the chapel, and afterwards our two coaches left for 
Nettuno. This small town is on the Adriatic coast, but it was not the 
promise of sea views and cool aquatic breezes which drew us to 
Nettuno, but the Shrine of St. Maria Goretti and her incorrupt body. 
St. Maria Goretti was a young girl of 12 when she lay down her life 
rather than forfeit her chastity, in 1902. She was canonised by Pius 
XII in 1950, and our group prayed for her intercession before her body 
in the crypt of the church which is dedicated to her. Also of interest 
to us was the recently restored statue of Our Lady of Graces enthroned 
in the sanctuary, which originated in England. This statue, thought 
to be Our Lady of Ipswich, was rescued during the Reformation from the 
English Protestants and was sent by sea to Naples. It never reached 
its intended destination, but was blown ashore at Nettuno in a storm, 
and has been venerated there by the faithful ever since.

Whilst we were at Nettuno Fathers Black, Wingerden, Gonzales aand 
McMahon arrived to be present for the "official" part of our 
pilgrimage. It was a most impressive sight to see several thousand 
traditional Catholics lined up outside St. Paul's Basilica ready to 
process through the Holy Door. There were throngs of priests, 
seminarians, sisters, religious, and four bishops at the head of 
thousands of faithful from all around the world, devoutly moving 
forward in orderly fashion with a double intention of bearing witness 
to the unchangeable traditions of the Church and making reparation 
for their sins, thus gaining the longed for Plenary Indulgence. So 
great were the numbers that it took almost an hour for everyone to 
enter the Basilica, but once inside we were all overwhelmed to see 
bishops and clergy at the High Altar, and to hear uplifting words from 
a Society priest, and after saying the prayers to gain the Indulgence 
we received a blessing from Bishop Fellay, the Superior General.

The Tuesday afternoon saw what was probably the most moving and 
impressive event of the entire pilgrimage, the procession up the Via 
Conciliazione through St. Peter’s Square and into the Basilica of the 
Prince of the Apostles. Various estimates put the crowd at between 
six and seven thousand, but whatever our numbers it was certain that 
St. Peter's had seen nothing like it for many a year, with the vast 
interior of the Basilica echoing to traditional hymns and canticles, 
and finally to the dulcet tones of Bishop Fellay. who delivered a



sermon from under the magnificent baldacchino of Bernini, with the 
remains of St. Peter just feet away.

The following day, August 9th saw the legions of traditionalists 
forming up outside St. John Lateran and again treating hallowed walls 
to long forgotten holy melodies and prayers - then to process along 
the lengths of the Via Merulana to the Church of St. Mary Major, and 
enter the Holy Door of the last of the major Roman basilicas. As in 
the other basilicas we prayed the Rosary, sang hymns, listened to the 
sermon from the High Altar, and processed out again, only to allow 
the second group to enter and repeat the holy exercise, as St. Mary 
Major was not large enough to contain us all at once.

That afternoon we assisted at the Pontifical High Mass in the Parco 
Oppio against the background of the Colosseum and over the ruins of 
the Golden House, the palace of the first Emperor to persecute the 
Church, Nero. The significance of all this was not lost on the 
pilgrims, as Bishop Fellay aptly pointed out that the Roman Mass 
which had sanctified so many Christians over the centuries, born in 
Rome, was no longer permitted in the Holy City. Yet there we were in 
our thousands, assisting at the Mass of all time, and still drawing 
strength, courage and faith from she who is still the mother of all 
Churches, despite modernism and ecumenism.

Our pilgrimage to Rome for this Holy Year came to a close on Thursday 
10th August, with about half the group going with Father Dreher to 
visit Assisi; and our younger element, stiffened with a good number 
of veterans undertaking the traditional pilgrimage of the Seven 
Basilicas on foot, and heroically in temperatures of lOO^F. Father 
Black led a small but enterprising group on a visit to St. Mary Major, 
where they were privileged to venerate relics of St. Thomas a'Becket 
- and then to the Church of St. Praxades where there is a section of 
the Pillar at which Our Lord was scourged. The group also visited the 
Basilica of St. Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr, whose Feast day it was 
that day, 10th August.

The following day, 11th August, our group returned home, some it was 
reported with their hearts still in Rome, but one might suspect it was 
the secret thought of most, if not all, who had the privilege of 
assisting at such a wonderful spectacle of Catholic Faith, fervour, 
and generosity. By the grace of God, all the long thought out plans 
and organisation were carried out smoothly and efficiently, with 
even the Roman authorities, civil and ecclesiastical, playing their 
proper part. Rome had seen nothing like it so far this Millennium, and 
whatever the politics which permitted us entry into the very heart of 
the Roman Basilicas, it was surely Our Lord , the King of Kings, who 
decreed that Rome should be Catholic and traditional, if only for 
three days. So we came away from the Eternal City with renewed 
strength and hope for the future, knowing that God is powerful and can 
disperse the enemies at will, and that His promise to Peter is until 
the end of time, and "the gates of hell will not prevail."

Father Brendan King



THE SOCIETY OF SAINT PIUS X 
Saint George's House 
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