


CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2000

Fri 1st St. Giles, Ab.
(Com, Twelve Holy Brothers, MM) 

St. Stephen, King of Hungary, C2ndSat

3rd ST. PIUS X, PC 
Feria
St. Laurence Justinian, BC
Feria
Feria
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LADY 
Our Lady's Saturday

(Com. St. Gorgonius, M)

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th

13th after Pentecost 
SS Protus and Hyacinth, MM 
The Holy Name of Mary 
Feria
THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
THE SEVEN SORROWS OF OUR LADY 

(Com. St. Nicomedes, M)
SS Cornelius and Cyprian, MM

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri

10th 
11th 
12 th 
13th 
14th 
15th

16thSat

14th after Pentecost
St. Joseph of Cupertino, C
St. Januarius and Companions, MM
Ember Day. St. Eustace and Companions, MM
ST. MATTHEW, Ap.
Ember Day. St. Thomas of Villanova, BC

(Com. St. Maurice and Companions, MM)
Ember Day. St. Linus, PM (Com. St. Thecla, VM)

17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri

23rdSat

24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

15th after Pentecost 
Feria
SS Cyprian and Justinian, MM 
SS Cosmas and Damian, MM 
St. Wenceslas, M
DEDICATION OF SAINT MICHAEL, ARCHANGEL 
St. Jerome, CD

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

The Guild of St. Monica's monthly Mass will be offered on Sunday
3rd September



LETTER FROM FATHER BLACK

My dear brethren.

This is the last time that I shall write to you in the News
letter as your Superior. It hardly seems possible that the first 
time I wrote was in the September issue of 1978, and that this, 
therefore, is my 265th letter!

It has really been an enormous privilege for me to serve you 
during all of these years which, I suppose, must be termed "the best 
years of my life". Obviously, it is an amazing privilege to be a 
priest at all, and I can never be sufficiently grateful for this 
immense grace, but in addition, to have been able to lead our own 
little British flock through one of the worst crises in Church 
history, and to have even been blessed with some tangible results for 
all the years of patient labour which we have traversed together, is 
indeed a singular honour.

It was on Low Sunday, 1978, that I first arrived at Highclere, 
having been ordained only a few months earlier, in June of the 
previous year. After my ordination, I had spent some months at our 
house at Albano, near Rome, in studious seclusion, with three other 
newly ordained priests, until Holy Week 1978, when I was finally able 
to begin my priestly ministry in earnest, celebrating the High Mass 
at Econe on Palm Sunday, and the Sacred Triduum for the first time in 
a chapel at Lille, which had just recently been acquired by the 
Society. A few days later, I arrived here in Britain.

It was only about three months afterwards that T was appointed 
Superior, a post which, of course, I have occupied without 
interruption ever since. This is a unique record, for I am sure that 
no other priest of the Society has been in the same function for such 
a long period of time. This, my last letter, gives me an opportunity 
to recall key figures who played an important part in the development 
of the Society during my term of office.

The Society in those days was still a very recent foundation. It 
had come into being as groups of lay people tried to find priests who 
would continue to celebrate the Traditional Mass after its virtual 
abrogation some years earlier. The new Mass was intended to 
rejuvenate the Church which was supposedly about to embark on an era 
of renewed fervour which would bring the neo-pagan world flocking 
back to her maternal embrace! The fact that no genuine spiritual 
renewal was particularly evident, rather the reverse, or that the 
unbelieving world would hardly be likely to convert, or even be 
impressed, by changes in the Church's worship and internal 
administration which could only be a matter of indifference,given 
that they were unaccompanied by any 
evangelisation, seemed to escape most Catholics, 
history, it was only the few who saw that the latest ecclesiastical 
fashions were simply another case of the "Emperor's new clothes".

serious attempt at 
As usual in



In Britain, at that time, this minority was dominated by women - 
and dominant women they were! Who, having once met them, could ever 
forget Miss Hobbs of Guildford, Miss Pond of Oxford, Miss Rowbury of 
Winchcombe, Miss Marchant of Bath, Miss Emmie Titley of London, or 
Mrs Kenworthy-Browne of Highclere? This list is not exhaustive, and 
some are still living! Not only their Faith, but also their 
determination, laid the foundations of our Society in this country. 
These ladies, and many others like them of both sexes,gave of their 
time, money, hospitality and complete devotion to keeping the 
Traditional Mass and Faith alive, and we all owe them a tremendous 
debt of gratitude. All of these disparate groups were co-ordinated 
after Archbishop Lefebvre' sent the first Society priest to this 
country in 1971, and the priests who served the "Mission", most of 
whom were elderly, travelled about to the various "Mass Centres" from 
St. Michael's House, Highclere, which was then our only residence, 
and considered to be a very ambitious acquisition as reasonable 
doubts were expressed at the time as to the Society's capacity to 
maintain such a large property.

This was the situation when I arrived in 1978. In the years that 
followed the elderly priests who were in the majority at the 
beginning, gradually retired, and were replaced by young priests of 
different nationalities, ordained in one or other of the Society's 
seminaries. This state of affairs has prevailed until the present 
time, and we have seen a procession of different priests come and go 
over the years. All have done sterling work, and it would be unfair 
to mention any one in particular. However, as with the laity, it is 
perhaps the priests who served us in the earliest years to whom we owe 
a special gratitude. They must have suffered, or at any rate felt, a 
certain opprobrium for having withdrawn from their respectable 
positions in the dioceses to help establish a disobedient sect 
without a future!

Year after year we kept our considerable network of "Mass 
Centres" going, with only five priests all saying three Masses each 
Sunday in different places. Occasionally, if a priest was absent 
(amazingly our priests were rarely ever ill on Sundays!) four Masses 
could be celebrated by a single priest. I remember one particular 
Sunday when I heard Confessions, celebrated Mass, preached and gave 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament in Preston at 10 a.m., 
Manchester at 12.30 p.m. , Liverpool 4 p.m. and Keighley at 7 p.m. This 
was, of course, exceptional, but at one stage Newcastle upon Tyne and 
Glasgow were served from Highclere and for a very considerable time 
Glasgow, Edinburgh and Bradford were served by one priest every 
Sunday!

None of this could have been possible without the wonderful 
dedication of the Mass Centre organisers, who for years have 
sacrificed Sunday after Sunday in packing and unpacking chapel 
accoutrements, setting up and taking down improvised altars, etc. 
Even after the replacement of Mass Centres with churches, the task 
has not become any easier as the day to day responsibility for the 
running of these properties still rests with them. Such people are



the backbone of the Society in this country, and some of them, such as 
the Barrys of Edinburgh, the Marshalls of Glasgow, the Middlehursts 
of Liverpool, the Fesqs of Holnest, and the O'Briens of Portsmouth 
are still going on just as they were when I arrived in 1978!

All of this brings to mind the famous quotation of Saint Edmund
Campion:

"There will never want in England men that will have care 
of their own salvation, nor such as shall advance other 
men's; neither shall this Church here ever fail so long 
as priests and pastors shall be found for their sheep, 

rage man or devil never so much."

In the early days the notion of worshipping in a church building 
appeared to be an unattainable dream. The Mass which had previously 
been the only form of worship permitted was now the only one to be 
forbidden! Although more and more churches of every denomination 
were closing down during this time of great spiritual renewal, none 
were available to us because of our financial restraints. However, a

the Chelsea Town Hall in 1981sermon of Archbishop Lefebvre in 
galvanised us to find a church, and the wherewithal to purchase it, so 
that this was duly accomplished through the intercession of St. 
Joseph and your great generosity. On St. Joseph's Day, 1982, I had the 
incomparable joy of celebrating the first Mass in our first church, 
which was solemnly blessed by the Archbishop himself one year later. 
I had always felt that the acquisition of the church in London would 
be followed by many others, and very shortly afterwards a generous 
legacy from Miss Mary Healy of London made it possible for churches to 
be acquired in Preston and Glasgow. A couple of years earlier a legacy 
from Mrs Hartley of Herne Bay had allowed us to purchase the house in 
Cowling, Yorkshire, which firmly established our presence in the 
North. In fact, nearly all of our material progress has been made as a 
consequence of the generosity of deceased benefactors, whom we 
should always keep in our prayers.

In 1985, I had the singular privilege of accompanying 
Archbishop Lefebvre on a pastoral tour which included North and 
South America, Australia and New Zealand. This proved to be His 
Grace's last major journey, and introduced me to the Society's work 
outside of Europe.

T have very happy memories of my visits to Australia and New 
Zealand at that time, but I certainly never thought that I would 
eventually go to live there. How strange are the ways of 
Providence!

For many years there had been talk of establishing a school in 
this country, but - rather as the idea of the acquisition of a church 
had originally been - this seemed to be completely impractical. The 
establishment of any school, let alone a boarding school, is an 
immense undertaking, the magnitude of which it is impossible to have



any idea unless one has been closely involved in such an enterprise. 
The school opened up a whole new dimension to our work, which would 
have been quite impossible without the courage, dedication and 
generosity of the Misses Ewa and Wanda Czaykowska. Without them, and 
others, who have given their services for little or nothing, the 
school would never have come into being, or continued to prosper. The 
recent important legacy of Mr. Paul Vigoureux of Surrey will soon 
make it possible for the school to extend to another important house 
in Highclere and a new chapel at Burghclere. Its ultimate success 
will, however, depend on the fidelity of its pupils to the Faith that 
they have been taught there.

The most impressive mbnument of the Society in this country must 
be St. Saviour's House, which, I sincerely hope, not only looks grand 
but also does good. The retreats which are held there are surely a 
very important source of spiritual strength and refreshment, as well 
as the great liturgical functions which take place there from time to 
time. The residential part of the house, I must reluctantly admit, 
has so far been something of a disappointment. I really did think that 
many people would be interested in spending their latter years under 
the same roof as the Mass and the Blessed Sacrament, but this, sadly, 
does not appear to be the case at present.

It certainly gave me immense satisfaction to bless the new 
church in Taunton some days ago. This was my last important act as 
Superior of Britain. This simple but very pleasing church 
complete with a shrine to Our Lady of Glastonbury, a title which is 
the most ancient in her Dowry. It was an especial joy to thus venerate 
her for "We, the humble servants of her own inheritance and liegemen 
of her especial dower, ought to excel all others in the fervour of our 
praises and devotions to her" (Archbishop Arundel, 1399).

is

Dos tua Virgo pia haec est; quare rege Maria!

therefore rule over it."This is your Dowry, 0 holy Virgin;
0 Mary ! ”

One of the many great saints associated with Glastonbury, where 
he restored the ancient church,is Saint David, the Patron of Wales. 
It is therefore something of an extraordinary coincidence that, at 
the same time that I tell you of the opening of the Church of Our Lady 
of Glastonbury, I have the greatest joy to announce to you the 
forthcoming acquisition of our first church in Wales, near Rhos-on- 
Sea. This will be dedicated to Saint David whose soul was seen being 
borne up by angels into Heaven by Saint Mungo of Glasgow. The British 
connection is thus completed! This church will hopefully be opened in 
the near future, thanks to the courage and determination of Mr. and 
Mrs Edwards. I give heartfelt thanks to God that He has granted me to 
be able to see churches established in every part of the United 
Kingdom before my departure.

For a long time it was my great hope to realise a splendid church 
in central London. We will always love St. Joseph's as being our very



first church, but it is rather small and very congested on occasions. 
As it heralded a new era of posterity for the Society all over the 
country. I feel that a central London church, once acquired, would 
have a similar effect. It was my greatest wish that this would come to 
pass during this millennium year in reparation for the Dome and other 
secular celebrations, but it seems that it is not to be. However, 
there is no doubt that such a project will come to fruition one day 
and I will keep this intention in my prayers.

Of course, bricks and mortar alone will never bring our country 
back to God. The spiritual progress of our years together is 
impossible to quantify and consequently inappropriate for me to 
comment on. I like to feel, however, that like the Sacraments which 
are administered within their walls, our churches are "outward signs 
of inward grace". May all the prayers and sacrifices involved in 
their acquisition and maintenance draw us ever closer to God and 
render Him glory! If prayer is indeed the raising of the heart and 
mind to God, then surely nothing elevates our souls as much as a 
beautiful church. "I rejoiced at the things that were said to me: We 
shall go into the house of the Lord.". (Ps. 121. 6.) "I have loved, 0 
Lord, the beauty of thy house, and the place where thy glory dwelleth" 
(Ps. 25. 8.)

However, the beauty and self-improving qualities of our Faith 
are as nothing compared to its TRUTH and finally if we are true 
Christians i.e. "other Christ's" we must, according to our own 
measure, be able to affirm with our Divine Saviour "For this was I 
born, for this came I into the world, that I should give testimony to 
the truth" (Jn. 18. 37.) 
quotation which admirably sums up this fact, as well as, surely, all 
that our Society is about:

Recently, I came across the following

"All Christian life, all self-denial, all work of charity 
and love depends on faith, hangs from it as the globe of 
of the earth and all the gods of Olympus hung in the 
chain which Zeus held in his almighty hand. For what does

thatthat it is iexuili^ui to be a Christian,
if Christianity is not 

nor pragmatism is of any use. 
If the Word has not become flesh, if the Virgin has not 
borne the Child.then let the ringing of the Angelus bells 
be never so lovely when the sky is golden behind the 
black cypresses of Italy - those bells must be silent, or 
they must become a mere sound of Nature- like the singing 
of birds or the soughing of the wind among the leaves of 
the olive trees! Truth is the most precious possession of 
human-kind, and no one has the right to betray it for the 
sake of a poetical mood. We dare not imitate those pagan 
orators and poets who, during the last centuries of 
antiquity, raved poetically about the deserted temples. 
Nor do we dare to think like those kings and emperors who 
thought that religion was useful for the people and ought 

Nothing but the truth is of any use 
Christ has therefore

it avail me 
it is good to be a Christian, 
Here neither aestheticism

to be maintained, 
either to you or me or the people! 
asserted most emphatically that He is the Truth. If He



were not, how, then, could He save us?
Christian life is possible without
of this. At all decisive moments, at the parting of the 
ways, at the turning points, doubt will otherwise arise: 
"Is it true after all, what I believe, so that I do not risk 
anything by acting upon it?" If you take your stand on a 
half-belief you cannot act with conviction."

No perfect 
a perfect conviction

("Saint Catherine of Siena" by Jorgensen)

It was said of Queen Mary Tudor that "Calais" was engraved on her 
heart after its loss to the French in 1558. I hope that it is not too 
melodramatic to suggest that "Britain" will remain engraved on mine! 
I have really loved my work here, and it is truly an incomparable joy 
for me to have been able to serve you for so long. I will obviously 
follow future events here with the greatest of interest, as I will be 
keeping in close touch with my old friend and your new Superior, 
Father Emily. He will officially succeed me on 15th August, although 
I may remain in this country for some short time afterwards. Please, 
therefore, address all matters concerning the Society directly to 
him after that date. I hope that it will not be too long before I 
return here on a visit and, indeed, perhaps Father Emily will allow me 
to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of my priesthood here in Britain in a 
couple of years time!

Now all that remains is for me to bid you most hearti ly farewell, 
which I do in the same terms as I concluded my very first letter to 
you in the Newsletter of September 1978:

Let us, therefore, go forward together in this noble work in all 
confidence and humilfty, "not that we are sufficient to think 
anything of ourselves as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is from 
God" (II Cor. 3.5.), remembering always that "unless the Lord build 
the house they labour in vain that build it." (Ps. 126.6.). Let us 
constantly pray for each other; this prayer being the most perfect 
proof of our mutual love, always "persevering in the doctrine of the 
Apostles" (Acts 2. 42), of our beloved Holy, Catholic, Apostolic and 
Roman Church.

I trust ever in your prayers, and may God bless you all,

fola.dc
Father Edward Black, 

Superior



SUNDAY MASSES
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VARIOUS OTHER MASS CENTRES

Thursday 28th September 
Wednesday 20th September 
Wednesday 27th September 
Wednesday 6th September

7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m.

Great Missenden 
Hemel Hempstead 
Plymouth 
Southend on Sea



MONASTERY OF THE SORROWFUL AND IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
Warden Road, Eastchurch, Isle of Sheppey, Kent.

ORDINATION TO THE SACRED PRIESTHOOD OF 
Rev. Brothers Nicholas Mary and Alphonsus Maria, CSSR

by

His Lordship Bishop Fellay

on

Saturday 23rd September 2000 at 10.30 a.m.

All are cordially invited to be present for this joyful 
occasion as well as to participate in a bring-and-share 

luncheon immediately afterwards.

SAINT JOSEPH'S CHURCH 
Salterton Road, London, N7

FIRST SOLEMN MASS OF FATHER ALPHONSUS MARIA 
on Sunday 24th September 2000 at 12 noon

For all further information about these events please 
contact the monastery. (Telephone/Fax: 01795 880751)

PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM

The pilgrimage to Walsingham will take place this year on Saturday 
19th August. Pilgrims should meet at the Slipper Chapel at 1 p.m. for 
the Procession into Walsingham where Mass will be celebrated at 2.30 
p.m.
Victoria (Grosvenor Hotel) 0845 sharp, Waterloo (Shell Centre) 0855, 
Liverpool Street (Great Eastern Hotel) 0905, Stratford (BR/LTD/DLR 
Station) 0920. The fare will be £12 (adult) and £6.50 (child 4-14 
years). Please book now by sending remittance with s.a.e. to The 
Walsingham Pilgrimage, BCM 8215, London WC1N 3XX (Telephone evenings 
01375 372187) Chegues/Postal Orders should be made out to M. Gilbert. 
Bookings can also be taken at St. Joseph’s Church on Sundays.

There will be a coach from London departing as follows:

SAINT MICHAEL'S SCHOOL

The school urgently needs both male and female Care Staff, to look 
after the children outside of class times, in return for room and 
board plus modest renumeration. This is an opportunity to do some 
good and rewarding work, as well as being able to assist at daily 
Mass, etc.

Please contact Father Dreher for further information.



DAY OF THANKSGIVING

to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament for the third quarter of 
the Holy Year and new millennium of Grace 

on the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary and of Victory, 
Saturday 7th October

Solemn High Mass 
followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 

5 p.m.

11 a.m.

Solemn Benediction
at

OUR LADY OF VICTORIES CHURCH, PRESTON

NOVENA TO OBTAIN THE GRACE OF THE CONSECRATION OF RUSSIA 
THE POPE AND BISHOPS ON 8th OCTOBER 2000 IN ST. PETER'S ROME

BY

SATURDAY 12th AUGUST TO SATURDAY 7th OCTOBER 
(NINE CONSECUTIVE SATURDAYS)

at
ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH, LONDON

Mass 11 a.m. followed by Exposition, Rosary, 
Litanies and Benediction

Russia has not yet converted to the Faith becase she has not as yet 
been consecrated to Our Lady as requested at Fatima. The meeting on 
8th October in Rome of the Pope and bishops of the world is a 
providential opportunity for the consecration to be done. Let us 
storm Heaven so that God willing this grace may be granted, and 
through Russia's conversion peace will come

Of your charity please pray for the repose of the soul of

rita McCarthy of Blackpool

Requiem cat in pace.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING 
WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME

FATHER GEORGE GRIME 
DOMINIC CAPALDI

FATHER GORDON BANCKS 
GILBERT MAY DONALD MEACHAM 
EILEEN O'BRIEN MARJORIE BEETHOLME JOSEPH HUNT 
MAY HOLDEN GERARD McDONAGH EUNICE SPENDER 
LESLIE BELTON HELENA HENDERSON 
CHARLES CHANDLER DIANA NELSON 
NICHOLAS THROCKMORTON FREDERICK SMITHSON 
DESMOND NIALL DAVID EDWARDS DANIEL O'CONNOR 
CHRISTINA FARRELL AUDREY DU ROSE ANTHONY ALLEN 
DANIEL DALY HUGH McGOVERN RONALD HENDERSON

HELEN O'BRIEN
JOAN SCOTCHER 

C.W. WARBURTON 
BERNADETTE KEENAN MICHAEL BALFE

JOHN KEMP 
CHRISTINE McLAUGHLIN 

PHILLIPA REID 
ELLEN CARROLL 

JAMES SCOTT

KATHLEEN POND

DESMOND FARRELL



THE SOCIETY OF SAINT PIUS X 
Saint George's House 

125 Arthur Road, LONDON, SW19 7DR 
Telephone (020) 8946 7916 Fax (020) 8879 7669 

Resident Priests: Father Jacques Emily (Superior) 
Father Brendan King, Father John McLaughlin

Saint Mary's House, 
12 Ribblesdale Place 
PRESTON, Lancashire, 

PR1 3NA

St. Michael's School,
Harts Lane, Burghclere,
Near NEWBURY, Berkshire, RG20 9JW 
Telephone: (Day) (01635)278137 Fax:278601 
Evenings/Weekends:
Boys Residence: (01635) 278137 (Staff)

278661 (Boys ) 
Girls Residence:(01635) 255054 (Staff)

253260 (Girls) 
Junior Residence(01635) 253209 (Staff)

255145 (Pupils)

Telephone:
(01772) 885990 

Fax (01772) 562428

Resident Priests: 
Father Leo Boyle 

Father Grieg Gonzales 
Father Craig BufePriests Residence(01635)278173

Father Joseph Dreher (Headmaster) 
Father Michael Seifritz

Resident Priests:

Saint Saviour's House 
Saint Agnes Avenue BRISTOL BS4 2DU 

Telephone: (0117) 9775863 (Chaplain) 9777738 (House) 
Resident Priest: Father Anthony Wingerden

Church of Our Lady of Victories, 
East Cliff, Winckley Square, 
PRESTON, Lancashire, PR1 3JE

Church of Saints Joseph 
and Padarn,

Salterton Road, LONDON N7 6BB

Chapel of Our Lady and Saint 
Lawrence,

Church of the Holy Cross, 
Sandy Lane, Maybury, 
WOKING, Surrey, GU22 SAD

MIDDLEMARSH, 
Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 5QN

Saint Andrew's Church, 
202 Renfrew Street, 

GLASGOW G13 6TX

Our Lady Help of Christians Church, 
14 Kingston Road,
PORTSMOUTH, Hampshire, POl 5RZ

Church of Saints Peter and 
Paul, 

193 Edge Lane, 
LIVERPOOL L7 2PQ

Church of Saint Pius X,
16 Deer Park Road,
Off Alexandra Road South, 
MANCHESTER -Ml6 8FR

Church of Christ the King, 
Devonshire Street, 

KEIGHLEY, 
West Yorkshire, BD21 2BL

Church of Saints John Fisher 
and Thomas More, 

Herne Street, Herne,
Near HERNE BAY, Kent, CT6 7HQ

Church of Saint Pius V, 
Station Road, GROOMBRIDGE, 

Near Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent, TN3 9QY

Church of Saints Margaret 
and Leonard,

110 Saint Leonard's Street, 
EDINBURGH EH8 9RD

Church of Our Lady of Glastonbury 
17, South Street (off East Reach) 

TAUNTON, Somerset, TA1 3AA


