


CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2000

Thur
Fri
Sat

1st THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
SS Marcellinus, Peter and Erasmus, MM 
Our Lady's Saturday

2nd
3rd

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

4th 4th after Ascension 
St. Boniface, BM 
St. Norbert, BC 
Feria 
Fer ia
SS Primus and Felician, MM 
Vigil of Pentecost

5th
6th
7th
8th
9th

10th

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

11th 
12 th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
16th 
17th

PENTECOST SUNDAY
Of the Octave
Of the Octave
Ember Day. Of the Octave
Of the Octave
Ember Day. Of the Octave
Ember Day. Of the Octave

18th
19th

Sun
Mon

TRINITY SUNDAY
St. Juliana Falconieri, V

(Com. SS Gervasius and Protasius, MM) 
St. Silverius, PM 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga, C 
CORPUS CHRISTI
Vigil of St. John the Baptist 
NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST

20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th

Tue
Wed.
Thu
Fri
Sat

25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

2nd after Pentecost 
SS John and Paul, MM 
Feria
Vigil of SS Peter and Paul 
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APP 
THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri

PERPETUAL ADORATION

Wednesday 7th June OUR LADY OF VICTORIES CHURCH, PRESTON

9th June CHRIST THE KING CHURCH, KEIGHLEYFriday

Saturday 17th June CHURCH OF OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
PORTSMOUTH

Saturday 24th June CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, LIVERPOOL

In each of the above churches, on the stated day, there will be:

10.00 a.m. 
1 00 p.m. 
5.30 p.m.

Exposition 
Low Mass 
Benediction



LETTER FROM FATHER BLACK

My dear brethren,

In a short time I will leave for the United States of America 
to make a preliminary visit to my new abode, St. Mary's College, 
Kansas, in order to have some notion of what my duties will involve, 
before the end of the academic year. I will therefore be absent until 
about the beginning of June and no doubt I will have much to tell you 
on my return! Read all about how I view my new life in the next 
Newsletter ........

As I will be making a visit to America in May, so will Father 
Emily, your new Superior, be making a short visit here in June. 
Accordingly we will be undertaking a "lightning tour" of the country 
together, and public Masses will be celebrated as follows:

5th JuneMonday Glasgow at 7 p.m.

6th JuneTuesday Preston at 1 p.m.

Friday 8th June Burghclere at 12.30 p.m.

London at 10 a.m. and 12 noonSunday 11th June

12th JuneMonday Bristol at 11 a.m.

Father Emily will celebrate these Masses and talk to members of the 
Faithful afterwards. There may be a small reception with 
refreshments in some places.

I will be leaving definitively for America in August, 
immediately after the pilgrimage to Rome. In the meantime I will 
endeavour to visit as many churches and Mass Centres as possible in 
order personally to bid you all farewell. Of course I will be present 
at the Forty Hours Adoration, the School Prizegiving Day, as well as 
take part in the Canterbury and Rome pilgrimages, and hope to fit in 
a private visit to Scotland with my family. Although August still 
seems a long way off, and I am finding it difficult to believe that I 
am \eaUy going to live in America, the time will surely pass very 
quickly indeed!

I am glad to report that work on the church in Taunton is 
progressing quite well and I am very much hoping to be able to 
celebrate the first Mass there before my departure. We are also quite 
close to purchasing a property for use as a church in Norwich, 
situated conveniently close to the railway station. I hope that our 
planning application for change of use to a place of worship will soon 
be granted so that this purchase may be completed, and my work 
done!



The May Procession at Burghclere was a great success and very 
well attended. It was a somewhat poignant occasion for me as the 
first "major" event soon after my arrival as a callow young priest in 
1978 was the May Procession, which at that time consisted of Mr. 
Gilbert's coach arriving from London and disgorging a group of 
people, mainly old ladies, who then packed themselves into the tiny 
chapel of St. Michael's House for Mass. Then, in the pouring rain, 
they walked to the end of the drive in what, I suppose, could be 
termed the Procession! It was a very humble little affair but the 
memory of the great faith and enthusiasm of those days will always 
remain with me.

The Corpus Christi Procession at Bristol is always well 
attended, but I do hope that the attendance this year will be even 
better, as this will be our second millennium "Quarter Day" of 
Thanksgiving. Furthermore, this will be the first occasion that it 
has been possible for the Faithful to be actually resident where the 
Forty Hours Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is taking place. 
Please make the best effort possible to come to St. Saviour's during 
these days and make this a truly worthy expression of our love and 
gratitude to Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist.

Very soon bookings for the Rome pilgrimage must be finalised and 
then the opportunity of a lifetime will be lost. This is truly a 
unique opportunity to make a new start in our lives by gaining the 
Jubilee Indulgence and bearing witness of our attachment to the 
Church and her Divine Founder, in the very heart of Christendom and in 
the company of fellow traditional Catholics from all over the 
world.

Finally, on behalf of the Transalpine Redemptorist Community, I 
have the great joy to announce to you that the forthcoming ordination 
to the priesthood of Brothers Alphonsus Maria and Nicholas Mary will 
take place here in Britain! These ordinations will be held at the 
Monastery of the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary on the Isle of 
Sheppey during the weekend of 23rd/24th September. The exact date and 
time will be announced in a subsequent issue of the Newsletter. This 
will be a great event indeed as we have never had an ordination in 
this country, and it seems that Bishop Fellay himself will come to 
officiate. Please do your best to be present at such an important and 
inspiring occasion, and keep the future ordinands in your 
prayers.

With every good wish and blessing.

Yours most sincerely in Christ,

Father Edward Black

Superior



NEWS FROM ST. MICHAEL’S

It has now been nearly a year since I have been able to write an article for the Society's monthly 
Newsletter With the arrival of the Easter holiday, I finally have a few spare moments in which I 
can provide you with a summary of the key events that occurred at St. Michael's School durine 
the past year

When the League Table for GCSE examination results was published in October, our school 
finally received the credit that it deserved. This tune anyway, it showed our true results, i.e. that 
100% of our pupils obtained at least five marks of C or higher for the GCSE examinations. This 
perfect result earned us a ranking in “The Times” of fourth in the nation and first in Hampshire 
We are certainly very proud of these results and we congratulate all the pupils for their 
achievements and the teachers who put so much effort into making this success possible 
Unhappily, we shall not be so fortunate in this coming-year’s table because we have a similar 
situation as two years ago when we had several fifteen year-old pupils in Senior IV who were 
included as failures when they did not even sit the examinations! 
important persons with the Department of Education and Newspapers complaining about this 
faulty system of recording the GCSE results but we received the same response from everyone, 
“we are sorry but this is the way it is ” As I pointed out in my last letter, we know the truth and 
we can be proud of our pupils even if this table does not express the true results for our school.

With the close of this academic year we will see our first A-level pupils completing their public 
examinations in preparation for entering various universities. Our four upper-sixth formers will sit 
examinations in French, English Language, English Literature, History and Information 
Technology. This academic year we were able to add Information Technology to our A-Ievel 
course list and we plan to add Biology and possibly Latm next year. Very slowly, our selection of 
courses being offered at the A-level is growing thus giving the pupils who remain at St. Michael’s 
a wider range of subjects to choose from. Hopefully, this will encourage more of our pupils to 
remain at St. Michael’s for their A-level studies, as many in the past have chosen to go elsewhere. 
Our two pupils who are studying French did extremely well last summer in their first three A-level 
modules by obtaining five A-marks (one of these was an absolutely perfect mark of 100%) and 
one B-mark. Wc are hoping for similar results from all four of our pupils during the examinations 
this summer

We did contact several

With regard to our sporting events, the boys have once again had very few football fixtures with 
other local schools Since our school is too small to have an eleven-a-side team, many other 
schools are not interested in arranging matches with us for a fewer number of boys. This inter
school competition is sorely missed and we hope that future growth in the school will make it 
possible for us to field a team of eleven. The girls contmue to improve daily in their netball skills 
so much so that both of our teams were very successful in their first attempts at tournament play. 
The “A-team” ended up in fifth place out of fourteen teams and would have made it to the semi
finals if one of their opponents had not failed to appear up for their match (they were only one 
point short of the cut-off level) The “B-team” also did very well but was barred from the semi
finals of their tournament because two of the girls in the team were just over the age limit. 
Congratulations to both teams for their very successful seasons! Last summer, we saw a great 
enthusiasm amongst the boys for cricket, the national sport of England. Again, we are not able to 
play other schools in this game but the boys took a real liking to cricket and were out practicing 
their batting and bowling at every opportunity. AH of the boys were trying to match Mr. Teague.



their sports teacher, who is a very fast and accurate bowler. I was slowly beginning to understand 
how the game works by the end of the school year Maybe this year I will try my hand at batting. 
It is, however, a bit different from American baseball! We hope that this enthusiasm will continue 
to grow this year. Tennis also proved to be very popular last summer and the senior boys even 
planned their own mini-Wimbledon tournament at the school Many of the boys have already 
been practicing for what will prove to be another summer filled with “ace serves” and “double 
faults ”

Once again we had a wonderful Christmas play put on by the Junior School This year’s play 
even included a real live infant Jesus as our junior teacher Mrs Cottage’s newborn son Peter made 
his stage debut! The Fete was once again a great success and we thank all those who made it 
possible by their efforts, donations and presence at the Fete Both this and the Christmas Draw 
combined raised approximately £3000 for the school We thank everyone for their support and we 
hope that those who came had an enjoyable time

My second year at St Michael's could not pass without experiencing at least one inspection by the 
Department of Social Services and so we had the pleasure of a visit by the inspectors in February. 
I must be becoming used to these inspections by now, as it seemed to go off without any major 
problems Once again the inspectors were very pleased with what they saw and we received a 
good report with only a few recommendations to contend with after a visit which lasted from 
10am to past 9pm on one day and continued the next day for an additional five hours1

Our A-level and GCSE pupils have been feverishly completing their coursework, which was due 
the day we returned from the Easter holidays. Our first examinations have just begun and by the 
time you read this letter our schedule will be in full swing with two to three examinations per day 
We will have the full range of examinations this year including all of our A-level subjects 
Obviously, our pupils are quite anxious and concerned about their results and we hope that they 
have used wisely all of their time over the past few months in preparation We are predicting 
results similar to those attained last year Please keep all of our Senior V and Sixth-form pupils in 
your prayers, especially during this five-week examination period.

Father Black wrote in his newsletter several months ago about our plans to extend our current 
buildings in order to make more room for additional pupils This has proved to be very expensive 
and we are currently looking into the possibility of purchasing other properties in the general area 
where we might be able to achieve the desired expansion For the present time, we are holding 
our breath and hoping that we will have enough room for next year At the moment, we are 
planning to limit the juniors to a day school and will provide boarding accommodation for them 
only if we do not need the space at St Michael's House for the senior girls Please keep this 
situation in your prayers that we might be able to find a workable solution to our accommodation 
problem in the very near future.

We also have another problem facing our school on the financial side First of all. I would like to 
thank all those who have made so many generous donations to the school over the past year 
Unfortunately, these have made only a slight dent into the great deficit under which St Michael’s 
School operates It is our sincere wish to bring this deficit down as much as possible To do this 
we are initiating a campaign to get as many people as possible to donate on a monthly or yearly 
basis directly to the school. Father Black mentioned many of the schemes that can be used to 
donate money to the Society in such a way that we can gain extra money from reclaimed Income 
Tax in addition to your donation There are two ways which you may choose to assist St



Michael's School 'Hie first is the “Give As You Earn" scheme, in which many employers 
participate You select the amount of money you wish to donate to St Michael's School on a 
monthly basis and your employer will deduct that amount from your gross pay, thus reducing the 
amount of your taxable income Some employers will even match a certain percentage of your 
donation and the government has promised to add an extra 10% on to all charitable donations for 
the next three years This is of enormous financial advantage to the school St Michael's School - 
has an account set up with the “Give As You Earn” scheme and you should quote the following 
number, 332698, when arranging with your employer to participate

If you cannot take part in the above, you can still donate to the school through the “Gift Aid” 
scheme. As Father Black mentioned in last month’s newsletter, there is no longer a minimum 
amount that must be given in order to participate and all that is required on your part is to 
complete a Gift Aid Declaration form and send us your cheque. We will do the rest and once we 
have received your donation we can claim back the tax you paid on this money

As you can see, if we had, for example, 500 people who would donate £250 per year to the school 
in “Gift Aid”, we would have the £125,000 donated and the £27,500 in tax reclaimed in a total of 
£152.500 for the school Please help us reach the goal of raising £100,000 per year. All we need 
is £82.000 in donations (i e only 328 people giving £250 each) and the Inland Revenue will 
provide the rest1 Please be generous and help us to continue to provide our youth with a solid 
Catholic and academic education. If the school can directly raise this money, the British District 
of the Society of St Pius X will have more money to purchase new churches or to refurbish 
existing edifices God will certainly reward you for your generosity so please help us now with 
any donation at that you can afford, no matter how small In appreciation of your donations we 
will be offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass every First Saturday for the intentions of all of our 
benefactors We will also add your name to our mailing list and will send you a complementary 
copy of our quarterly school newsletter. “The Inside Story ”

This school year will end with the annual Prize-giving Ceremony on Saturday July 8°' Everyone 
is invited to attend Our pupils have prepared a few short presentations to begin the event at 2pm 
The prize-giving ceremony should start around 2 30pm and we will close the day with the 
Summer Draw at approximately 3:30pm In this regard, we are making a few alterations in this 
summer’s draw Firstly, we have raised the price of the tickets to 50p each Secondly, to 
correspond with this increase in ticket price, we have also increased the first, second and third 
prizes to £300, £200 and £100 respectively. Thirdly, as a consequence, we will only be printing 
7000 tickets, half as many as before With the increase in price you can spend the same amount of 
money and have fewer counterfoils to complete. For example, if you normally purchase £5 worth 
of tickets you would now only need to complete 10 counterfoils rather than 25! Please help us 
make the Summer Draw a success by purchasing your tickets at your local Mass Centre as soon as 
possible as all tickets must be returned to the school by the end of June If all the tickets arc sold 
we will raise nearly £3000 for the school Please help!

May God bless each of your families and may the Blessed Virgin Mary keep all of you safe under 
her maternal protection. Please pray to St Michael for our little schixil that he might continue to 
protect it from the attacks of our enemy the devil We continually remind the children of their 
duty to pray for the school’s benefactors and obviously the priests and religious always remember 
each of you in our masses and daily prayers

It. Joseph Drehcr



SUNDAY MASSES

JUNE 4 11 18 25

1430
1100
0800

1430
1100
0800

Brighton
Bristol
Burghclere

1100
0800

1100
0800

1730 1730Coventry

13001300 1300 1300Edinburgh

1000
1100

100010001000
(Tunbridge Wells) 1100

Glasgow
Groombridge

11001100 1100Herne Bay

13301330 13301330Keighley

1300
1000
1200

1300
1000
1200

1300
1000
1200

1300
1000
1200

Liverpool
London

1000
1730

1000
1730

10001000Manchester
Middlemarsh

1800
1500
1100

180018001800Newcastle upon Tyne 
Newport
North Baddesley (Southampton) 
Norwich

(Isle of Wight)
1100

17301730

1800 110011001800
1500
1000

Portsmouth
Prestbury
Preston

(Cheltenham)
1000 10001000

1800Redcar
Rhos-on-Sea 16151615

1500
1700

15001500
1700

1500(Taunton)Triscombe
Tunstall

0800
1700

0800
1700

Wimbledon
Woking 17001700

The monthly Mass for the Guild of St. Monica will be said 
on Sunday 4th June

VARIOUS OTHER MASS CENTRES

15th June 
21st June 
28th June 
7th June

Thursday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m.

Great Missenden 
Hemel Hempstead 
Plymouth 
Southend on Sea



OUR LADY OF VICTORIES CHURCH, PRESTON

FORTY HOURS ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

This devotion will begin with the Mass of Exposition at 7.00 p.m. 
on Friday, 30th June, the Feast of the Sacred Heart, and end with 
Mass at 10.00 a.m. on Sunday 2nd July.

WEEKEND CONFERENCE FOR 
YOUNG CATHOLIC MEN AND WOMEN

given by Father Black

14th - 16th July

Following the success of the last conferences, another has been 
arranged at St. Saviour's House, Bristol.The weekend is intended to 
be both educational and entertaining. Those who attended the last 
conferences are encouraged to bring someone new to this one. All are 
welcome. A donation of £15 is requested for meals and lodging. 
Cheques should be made payable to Mr. M. Martinez. If you would like 
to attend, please contact Mr. Martinez at 2 Coppice Road, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG5 3QX (Telephone (0118) 969 5979)

VALLE CRUCIS PILGRIMAGE

The annual pilgrimage to Valle Crucis will take place this year on 
Saturday 15th July. For further information please telephone Saint 
Mary's House, Preston or Mr. A. Seale (0151-709-1624)

PILGRIMAGE TO ROME

FRIDAY 4th - FRIDAY 11th AUGUST 2000

This special pilgrimage is being organised by the Society world-wide 
as described in a previous Newsletter. We do hope that this unique 
opportunity of making a traditional pilgrimage to Rome in the Holy 
Year will encourage the maximum number of people to attend.

Air Travel: Bed, Breakfast and Dinner hotel accommodation. 
Price £659

Further details and Booking Forms available from Father King at St. 
George's House, but time is running out!

CHILDREN'S SUMMER SCHOOLS

These will be held at St. Michael's School, Highclere, for boys and 
girls and will be arranged by Father Wingerden (boys) and Father 
Gonzales (girls) from Monday 24th July until Tuesday 1st August. The 
cost will be £70. Please make your bookings with the priests 
concerned before 15th June. If insufficient bookings are made by then 
these events will be cancelled.



DAYS OF THANKSGIVING

to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament for the second quarter of 
the Holy Year and new millennium of Grace

CORPUS CHRISTI TRIDUUM

FORTY HOURS ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
SAINT SAVIOUR’S HOUSE, BRISTOL

Thursday 22nd June 7.00 p.m. Sung Mass of Exposition 
Procession and Litanies 
Adoration all night

Friday 23rd June 11.00 a.m. Low Mass
Adoration all day 
Sung Mass
Adoration all night

7.00 p.m.

Saturday 24th June 8.00 a.m. 
12.00 noon
3.00 p.m.

Low Mass
High Mass of Deposition 
Litanies and Procession 
Benediction of the 

Blessed Sacrament

If there is sufficient demand, a coach will be arranged from London 
on Saturday 24th June. Fare £12. For further details please contact 
Mr. G. Gilbert at BCM 8215, London WC1N 3XX, or at St. Joseph’s Church 
on Sundays.

It will be possible to stay at St. Saviour's House from Thursday 
evening (Mass at 7.00 p.m. ) 22nd June until Sunday 25th June (Mass at 
11.00 a.m.) in order to assist at the Corpus Christi devotions. The 
cost will be £54. Please make your booking with Miss Hilary McDonald, 
St. Saviour's House, St. Agnes Avenue, Knowle, Bristol, BS4 2DU 
(Telephone (0117) 9713201)

PLEASE COME TO SAINT SAVIOUR’S IN LARGE NUMBERS TO MAKE THIS 
A WORTHY ACT OF REPARATION AND THANKSGIVING 

TO OUR LORD IN THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

CANTERBURY PILGRIMAGE

This will take place from Friday 28th to Sunday 30th July, leaving 
from outside Rochester Cathedral at 3,30 p.m. on Friday and ending 
with Mass in the ruins of St. Augustine's Abbey at 5.10 p.m. on the 
Sunday.The entire route will be covered on foot but facilities will 
be provided for those who wish to walk only part of the way, or join 
the pilgrimage for only part of its duration. This is our most 
important pilgrimage of the year and we earnestly hope for a good 
attendance. Bookings to, and information from: Miss Adele Brucciani, 
15 Knighton Park Road, Leicester LE2 1ZA (Telephone (0116) 270 
5470)



FEAST DAY MASSES

ASCENSION CORPUS CHRISTI SATNTS PETER AND PAUL SACRED HEART

BRISTOL
BURGHCLERE
EDINBURGH
GLASGOW
KEIGHLEY
LIVERPOOL
LONDON (St.

(St.
PORTSMOUTH
PRESTON
WOKING

7.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m.
1.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
1.30 p.m.
1.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.

11.00 a.m. 
7.00 p.m. 
7.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

Joseph's Church) 
George’s House )

1.00 and

SCHOOL PRIZEGIVING DAY AND DRAW

The Saint Michael's School Prizegiving Day will be Saturday, 8th 
July. Details are announced in Father Dreher's article "News from St. 
Michael’s. "

As in previous years a Draw in favour of the School Fund will take 
place and tickets will be available shortly. First Prize £300, Second 
£200, Third £100, and many other prizes. Tickets 50 pence each. Any 
cheque payments should be made to "Saint Michael's School."
Tesco Vouchers should be returned by the end of June to the school 
which is also collecting them from Walkers and McVities products.

+

Of your charity please pray for the repose of the souls of

MARGARET GILLESPIE of PORTSMOUTH 
GEOFFREY NUTTER of BRISTOL 

who died recently 
RequieAcant in pace,

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING 
WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME

DOM ROBERT MARY BIDDULPH

JOHN MATTHEWS 
MARY FALLON

DANTE SPEAR 
ELSIE BURT 
JANE ROSSITER JOHN HUMPHREY 
OLIVIA POULTON JOHN SMITH 
MARGARET WYNNE MRS P.V.DREW 

HUGH CAMPBELL 
KIT FREEMAN 
RITA DOYLE

WINIFRID HILL 
MICHAEL MAY 
JAMES BLUNT 
IVY SPENCER 
MISS M. GATENBY
BRIDGET REYNOLDS CHARLES EMBRAY 
MARY HEATHCOTE 
EDITH SHEPHERD 
DESDEMONA BARTLETT DANIEL BOUCHARD 
MARY HOBBS

MAYNE MELLERSH 
MARGARET CONNETT 
MR. MAIETA 
WINIFREDE BOLTON 
GABRIELLE GREGORY

ROSE SULLIVAN 
JOYCE UMPHREVILLE NAOMI VERNE 

CATHERINE O’DONNELL JOHN ROBINSON
CHARLES TURNER EGONS LIBIETIS 
MARY WRIGHT 
LIONEL DOGGETT

MARY TWEEDIEPATRICIA BROOKER 
HAROLD DUNKINSON



PIOUS PILGRIMS TO ROME

The « Pilgrimage » is not an innovation 
brought by Christianity; it goes back to the most 
remote ages of the history of man and is one 
of the most typical expressions of religious feel
ing among all nations. It is not merely to this 
that the Christian pilgrimage can be traced but 
rather to the custom of the Jewish people who 
had the obligation of going several times a year 
to the Temple of Jerusalem to perform certain 
specific rites.

With the coining of St. Peter to Rome and 
the establishment of his See, the City became 
« the new Jerusalem », the capital of that im
mense spiritual empire which had no frontier 
except the frontiers of humanity redeemed by 
the blood of Christ.

It is no wonder then, that after Palestine 
— where the Son of God became incarnate, 
lived, died and arose from the dead, thus mak
ing those places the most sacred in the world — 
Rome was to become the main objective of 
Christian pilgrimages: Rome hud the memories 
of three centuries of struggle and of martyr
dom, Rome has « the successor of the greater 
Peter» (Dante, Inf., II, 24) the Vicar of 
Christ, the supreme head of the Catholic Church; 
Rome with so many, almost an infinite number 
of holy places and relics as the chronicler Bion- 
do of Forli will say in the XVth century. In 
fact, the pilgrimage to Rome is one of the more 
impressive facts of the religious life of the 
middle ages and not of that period alone.

Its history can be divided into two periods 
clearly distinct one from the other: before and 
after the year 1300 when Boniface VIII pro
claiming the first great « Jubilee » established 
and fixed in certain dates the custom and mode 
of pilgrimages. For the long period prior to 
the XHIth century there is no lack of evidence 
of all kinds but this evidence is rather generic 
and only allows us to see the desire to visit the 
tomb of the apostles and the greatness of the 
movement of pilgrims towards Rome. This evi
dence begins with the complaint of St. John 
Chrysostom (IVth century) that he could not 
come to Rome because of his delicate health 
to the News of the Region of the City of Rome 
« Notitia regionum urbis Romae », which is the

most ancient document (IVth century) that 
has preserved for us useful indications of the 
visits of pilgrims to the various sanctuaries of 
the city and also the numerous statements of 
historians and chroniclers of which wc will give 
only the more important.

« In these our days » writes the venerable 
Bede in the first half of the VUIth century, 
« many English, noble and plebeian, men and 
women, moved by divine grace arc accustomed 
to go from Britain to Rome ». In the same cen
tury the verses written by Paul the Deacon, the 
famous historian of the Lombards, for the tomb 
of Ansa the wife of Desiderius, tell us with 
what care that queen had encouraged in her 
kingdom pilgrims and especially pilgrims to 
Rome: « Proceed then safely, 0 pilgrim », these 
verses say, « whoever you are, coming from the 
distant lands of the west to the tomb of St. Pe
ter or to the rock of Gargan: through the merits 
of these you will have nothing to fear on the 
way, either from the arms of thieves or from 
the cold, or the storms of the dark nights, since 
they have prepared you certain hospitality and 
food for your journey ».

Later in the Xlth century Gregory VII writ
ing to the Bishop of Rouen tells him that peo
ple, including even those recently converted, 
come from the most distant parts of the earth 
to Rome every year: and they are men and 
women moved entirely by zeal and religious 
piety.

With the year 1300 the pilgrimage to Rome 
became of impressive proportions and of par
ticular significance with the institution of what 
was called from that time on « the Holy Year », 
instituted by Pope Boniface VIII (1294-1303) 
and ordered to be held every hundred years. 
Later this period was reduced to fifty years by 
Clement VI (1342-1352) and to every thirty- 
three years by Urban VI (1378-1389) and fi
nally to twenty-five years by Paul II (1464- 
1471), in order to allow the faithful to share 
more largely in the spiritual benefits granted 
to pilgrims and to give more frequent incentive 
for the fervent revival of the spiritual life of 
Christian peoples.

The reports regarding the numbers of pil-



grims during this period (1) give many inte
resting details. For the first Holy Year in 1300 
mention is made of two million pilgrims to 
Rome, a figure, however, which will certainly 
be considered as an « attempt to translate into 
figures the feeling of astonishment felt by all 
those who were witnesses of the extraordinary 
movement of people at the time and in the cir
cumstances in which it took place » (Romani, 
op. cit., page 12). It is the year of which Dante, 
an eye-witness, speaks of pilgrims as in a great 
army (Infernoy XVIII, 28), while in simple La
tin a contemporary chronicler affirms that « it 
seems as if the whole world were going to the 
Roman curia », « quasi totus mundus ad Roma- 
nam curiam currere videbatur ».

Immense crowds also came for the Jubilee 
of 1350 and for the Holy Years of the XVth 
century. Pilgrims to Rome, however, particu
larly from abroad began to decrease as from the 
year 1525 because of the protestant reformation 
since for protestantism the pilgrimage was a 
useless practice like every other work of piety.

From 1575 to 1675 the figures are more re
liable (and can be estimated with much greater 
accuracy than during the preceding centuries) 
and are between 500 and 600 thousand pilgrims 
to Rome for each of the Holy Years of that 
period.

Naturally these multitudes were distributed 
over the various parts of the year. The periods 
of greatest numbers were two: that from Ad
vent to Christmas and from Lent to Easter, and 
this, because in those two periods there fall the 
greater feasts of the Church celebrated with all 
the splendour of the Liturgy in the great Roman 
basilicas and also because they corresponded to 
the periods in which the cultivation of the land 
did not need particular attention and the 
weather was better, without the summer heat 
which was apt to cause fatigue and epidemics.

The main roads for the pilgrims were prin
cipally from the north from whence pilgrims 
came down to Rome from all the countries of 
Europe.

The Alps were crossed from the west by the 
Via Francisca or the Francigena which passed 
over the little St. Bernard descending through 
Aosta and Ivrca from the time of the Roman 
Imperial epoch; or later on, by the road of 
Turin over the Mont Cenis or by the coast road 
of Genoa that passed by the Hill of Tenda; across

the central Alps especially by the Brenner 
pass and the wide valley of the Adige (Bolza
no, Trent, Verona) and also by Coira to Bel- 
linzona by the little St. Bernard and also from 
Bern to Como and Milan by the St. Gothard; 
the eastern routes came over the passes and 
through the valleys of Sava and Drava leading 
to Friuli and the plain of Padua.

With the passing of years the route that was 
most frequented was that by Bologna where the 
more important Alpine routes converge (also 
from Milan, Parma, Trent, Verona, Mantua, 
Padua and Ferrara) and continued by Florence, 
crossing the Apennines at Lojano and Scar- 
paria to Siena and on by the lake of Bolsena 
and Viterbo to Rome. Besides this central route, 
but much less used, there was also the coast road 
from Genoa and the road of Romagna leading 
to Rome but coming through Bologna, to the 
Adriatic coast as far as Ancona.

Following the main route, the pilgrims to 
Rome, using the Alpine passes, took forty days 
on foot, fifteen by horse and twenty in carriages 
when the use of carriages was possible.

From the south the starting point was Naples, 
from whence the road went through Pozzuoli, 
Tcrracina and Velletri or through Pozzuoli, 
Monte Corvo, Ceprano, Val Montone and Ma
rino.

For the sea route the port of Civitavecchia 
could have served but this route actually was 
not important because the pilgrimage being an 
act of penance, had to be done essentially on 
foot.

In fact, one can estimate that eighty per cent 
of the pilgrims came to Rome on foot; a few, 
naturally, among the richer used horses and 
mules and, as from the XVth century, coaches 
for which horses could be hired at staging posts 
along the more important routes.

Many and often serious were the difficulties 
encountered by pilgrims to Rome on their jour
ney: roads in very bad condition especially 
after the rains; bridges washed away by rivers 
in flood — and to keep them in operation or re
build them there arose special religious confrat
ernities such as « the Brothers of the bridges »; 
attacks by bandits and thieves, coming often 
in groups, who regarded the pilgrims as easy 
and rich prey and against whom the sword 
which every pilgrim to Rome carried was cer
tainly not sufficient; and also local wars in the 
provinces through which they passed or among 
the various factions in the cities where they 
had to stay; and finally epidemics decimated 
them cither on the journey or in Rome itself.

(1) Sec Romani who has published a recent book « Pilgrims 
and travellers in tbe economy of Rome from the XIVth to the 
XVIlth century *; Vila e l’cnsiero, Milan, 1918, edited with 

though dealing principally with 
the problem.

full and careful notes, 
the economic aspects of

even



To these epidemics they fell easy prey because 
their organic resistance had already been weak
ened by privations and the fatigue of the 
journey.

Of one pilgrimage from Belgium for the Ju
bilee of 1350 we know that only one-tenth of 
the pilgrims returned home, the others having 
died « partim pestilentia partim longique iti- 
neris lavore consumpti » — « Some through 
pestilence, others worn out by the fatigue of 
the long journey ».

During the plague of 1400 in Rome, of the 
seven or eight hundred people who died daily 
the majority were pilgrims; thus it was in 1450 
in Florence that the directors of the hospital 
of Santa Maria la Nuova provided a special 
service to collect sick pilgrims on the road to 
Siena; and also in Rome « there was a heavy 
death toll and many people died including a 
large number of pilgrims ».

As we have seen pilgrims came from all parts 
of the world, from the east no less than from 
the west, men and women with secular and re
gular priests to assist them and not only poor 
people but often kings, princes and noblemen 
who sometimes desired to abandon their rank

They were received and accomodated in hos
pitals which increased considerably in number; 
and St. Gregory the Great in the Vlth century 
speaks of the hospices in Rome. Many were 
accomodated in private houses where the re
ception of the pilgrims was considered an act 
of piety. They came to these houses especially 
from the XVIth century and often presented 
safe conduct permits issued by the Cardinal 
Prefect of Rome testifying to their status as 
pilgrims.

They wore a distinctive badge of crossed 
keys sewn on their capes and they had as their 
protectors the Magi, who were the « companions, 
escorts and guides of the travellers ». St. Roc- 
cus of Montpellier, who lived in the XIVth cen
tury, became in a short time the saintly patron 
even of those striken by the plague because of 
the coincidence remarked between the pilgrim
ages and the great epidemics.

The pilgrims performed their journey in that 
spirit of penance which, at the time of the Coun
cil of Trent, was to find its discipline and regul
ation even though the spirit of adventure was 
not lacking, just as the pilgrimage also did not 
lack some dissipation and distraction which 
led the author of the Imitation of Christ to 
write, « those who travel much are rarely sanc
tified ». The Popes in all ages tried by all means 
to defend and assist the pilgrims to Rome, both 
by encouraging the pilgrimage through the 
building of roads and bridges (Sixtus V in 
1588 even instituted a congregation of cardi
nals to « care for roads, bridges and water ») 
and also by shortening their sojourn in Rome, 
with the reduction to the minimum of the 
practices prescribed for the gaining of the Ju
bilee indulgence and also by the severe pun
ishment of all those who molested pilgrims 
on the roads. Outstanding, from this angle, was 
the work of Boniface VIII and Martin V (1417- 
1431) and also of Sixtus V (1585-1590). In 
Rome, the pilgrims, who because of their po
verty could not find a place in the numerous 
hotels and hostels (« all the Romans became 
innkeepers » as the chronicler Matteo Villani 
says, and Giovanni Rucellai speaks of the exis
tence, in Rome, in 1450 of 1,022 « hostels » 
with signs outside and a large number without 
any sign at all ») were received at first in hos
pices erected and directed by their own com
patriots, resident in the city; so each nation had 
its own hospices, the Germans, the Flemish, the 
Bohemians, the English, the Poles, the Spanish, 
the French, the Portuguese, the Scots, the Swe
des, the Slavs and the Ethiopians.

and mingle with the unknown members of the 
pilgrimage. The greater part of the pilgrims, 
however, because of the easier journey were Ita
lians and they were more tenacious in their at
tachment to religious traditions and their loyal
ty to the Church. When the pilgrims left home 
they wore a long habit with a cape and on their 
heads they wore a wide-brimmed hat tied un
derneath the chin and carried a staff. At 
their sides they carried a sword and around 
their necks a satchel for papers and also money, 
when they had it; they were granted the suspen
sion of all civil court proceedings and a mora
torium for the payment of debts as well as being 
exempt from taxes (this is seen in a decree of 
Peppin as early as 755), they were also exempt 
from the payment of tolls that were so frequent 
on the roads of the middle ages and from every 
form of taxation in the territories through 
which they passed on their long journey.

They were called « romei » in almost all the 
languages of Europe: in Latin « romerium or 
romipeta or romarius »; in Italian « romco or 
romipeto »; in French « romieu »; in Spanish 
« romero ». and « romaria » was the name given 
to the pilgrimage; in Portuguese « romciror »>; 
while in English according to the various pe
riods « romaign », « romen » or « roam » was 
the name, derived from the pilgrimage they 
accomplished.



Since even these were not sufficient many 
pilgrims to Rome were obliged to sleep in the 
open air and some died. In 1575 when 400,000 
pilgrims came to Rome the total population of 
the city was not more than 80,000 inhabitants. 
Hence other associations grew up to receive 
pilgrims and the first of these, which deserves 
special mention, was the confraternity of the 
Holy Trinity for pilgrims, erected canonically 
by Philip Archinto, the Vicar of the City in 
1548, but in whose foundation and early devel
opment St. Philip Neri shared and which be
came as Romani correctly says « one of the 
greatest works constituting imperishable testi
mony of the social efficacy of Catholicism » (op. 
cit. p. 201).

During the years of the Jubilee this associa
tion rented palaces, houses, hospitals and gran
aries; normal hospitality was free for four 
days and noblemen and prelates of the city 
washed the feet of the pilgrims for whom there 
was also provided abundant food as well as re
ligious and medical assistance.

In 1550 the confraternity gave hospitality to
70.000 pilgrims, and in 1575 the number had 
already grown to 170,000. In 1600 there were
210.000 and in 1650 300,000 representing one- 
half of the total number of pilgrims coming to 
Rome.

The whole of the city from the Pope to the 
cardinals, the nobility and the people shared 
in the immense cost of this great work of as
sistance.

The pilgrims to Rome also had their own 
songs. One of these which goes back to the Xth 
century and is of Italian origin bears witness 
to this aspect of the religious life of the middle 
ages. We give it in full because it expresses 
better than any other document the feelings of 
the pilgrims at the sight of the Eternal City 
and because it is one of the freshest and most 
beautiful of the mediaeval Latin hymns:

3. 0 Paule, tuscipe noiira preeamina, 
Cuiua philotophot vieil Industrie 
Faclui cconomui in dosno regia 
Dirini munerit appone fercula,
Ut quae repleverit te sapienlia, 
Ipta noi repleat per tua dogmata.

« O noble Rome, queen of the world and most 
exalted of all cities, tinged with the red blood 
of martyrs, white with the lilies of virgins, we 
greet thee; be thou blessed for all ages.

0 Peter, powerful guardian of the keys of 
heaven, hear the voice of our prayer and when 
thou sittest in judgement on the twelve tribes, 
being appeasable, judge with mildness and grant 
thine aid and mercy, to him who asks it now, 
in time.

O Paul, hear our prayers, thou whose tal
ents conquered philosophers. As steward of the 
King’s house grant us the gift of divine grace; 
so that the wisdom which filled thee may also 
fill us, through thy word ».

And once again in the year of Our Lord 1950 
the faithful of the whole world will make ready 
for the way to Rome. In a few days they will 
come from the farthest regions of the earth, 
and in a few hours they will cross the Alpine 
passes no longer to be feared and reach the Holy 
City.

But these, the pilgrims to Rome of the XXth 
century are also true pilgrims; and in Rome the 
immense colonade of Bernini which seems to
open its arms to the sea of the world, as if its 
high and massive columns seemed to offer a 
safe port to all ships, will receive them. The 
tomb of the apostles will welcome them, the 
great Basilicas which become more venerable 
with the ages, and the Catacombs and the Co
losseum will receive them. Above all the Vicar 
of Christ, Head of the universal Church, of that 
Church against which hell has unloosed and will 
unloose its forces but which cannot die because 
of the divine promise and the divine assistance, 
will also welcome them.

Thus, gathered around the Chair of Peter, 
in the singing of the Credo, the pilgrims of 1950 
Will recognise themselves as the brothers of the 
millions who have preceded them; brothers, 
praying God that He may save the world; bro
thers in their vow to render in their lives testi
mony of love and of faith.

1. 0 Roma nobilia, orbit ct domini, 
Cunclarum urbium excellentisaima, 
Roteo martyrum sanguine ruhea,
Albit et virinum liliia Candida,
Salutcm dicimut tibi per omnia,
Te benedicimus, salve per secula.

2. Petre, lu praepolent raelorum elaviger 
Vota precanlium exaudi iugiler.
Cum bis sex tribuiiin sederis arbiter 
Factus placabilis indies leniter;
Teque pelentiluis nunc temporaliter 
Ferto sufTragia initcricorditer.

Ezio Franceschini
Professor of the Catholic University 

of the Sacred Heart.
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