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CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2000

Wed
Thur

1* St David, Patron of Wales, BC
Feria
Feria
St Casimir C (Com S Lucius PM)

2nd
3,JFri
4"'Sat

5lbSun
Mon
Tuc
Wed
Thur

Quinquagesima Sunday
SS Perpetua and Felicity MM
St Thomas Aquinas CD
ASH WEDNESDAY
St Frances of Rome
The Forty Martyrs of Sebaste MM
Feria

6*r
8"‘
9"'
I0,hFri
II*Sat

12"'
13u'
14'"
15"'
16*
17*

1 “ of Lent
Feria
Feria
Ember Day 
Feria
Ember Day St Patrick, Patron of Ireland BC 
Ember Day St Cyril of Jerusalem BCD

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri

IS01Sal

19* 2nd of Lent
ST JOSEPH (cx 19 March)
St Benedict Ab
Feria
Feria
St Gabriel Archangel
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur

20*
21“
22nd
23rd

24*Fri
25,hSat

26*
27".
28*
29u.

30,h

3rd of Lent
St John Damascene CD
St John Capislran C
Feria
Feria
Feria

Sun
Mon
Tuc
Wed
Thur
Fri 31“

PERPETUAL ADORATION

10.00 a.m.SAINT PIUS X CHURCH 
MANCHESTER

Exposition
Mass
Benediction

Saturday 
11* March 1.00 p.m. 

5.30 p.m.
11 00 a.m. Mass followed by Exposition
until 7.00 p.m. Mass

SAINT GEORGES HOUSE 
WIMBLEDON

Wednesday 
22nd March

11 00 a.m. Mass followed by Exposition
until 6.30 p.m. Benediction__________

SAINT SAVIOUR’S HOUSE
BRISTOL

Tuesday 
28,h March



LETTER FROM FATHER BLACK

My dear brethren,

1 am delighted to inform you that we have just acquired another church! After searching for many 
years at last we have found a suitable properly in Taunton, Somerset. This building, which began its life 
in the nineteenth century as a chapel has been used as a warehouse and a workshop since then and so it is 
now scarcely recognisable as a church. However, with some care and imagination it will be converted 
back into a simple but pleasing church which will be quite large enough for our congregation and also 
provide a “parish room” with the usual facilities.

Its particular advantage is that it is located right in the town centre at 17 South Street which is just 
off East Reach, one of Taunton’s main thoroughfares and quite close to the M5 motorway. I am hoping 
that it will be ready for use some time in the course of the summer.

It is very satisfying to have acquired this chapel, as the Taunton congregation is one of the oldest 
in the country. Originally Mass was celebrated in Combe Florey Village Hall over twenty-five years ago. 
Subsequently Masses were celebrated at different times in the County Hotel (which was situated quite 
close to our new chapel), the Albemarle Centre, the S.W.E.B. Offices, Staplegrove Village Hall, and in 
more recent years at Triscombe House, the home of Mrs Anne Busby one of the first members of this 
congregation. It is therefore a most welcome development that this Mass Centre now has its own 
permanent home!

The chapel has an important significance too, as being our first of the new millennium of grace. 
On this occasion 1 think it is worth reminding ourselves - and boldly asserting the fact - that England is 
the Dowry of Mary and accordingly we dedicate this new church to her. In an article which follows 
elsewhere in the Newsletter you will read that an ancient tradition claims that the first church in Britain 
was dedicated to Our Lady by St Joseph of Arimathea at Glastonbury in Somerset. As our new church is 
situated in the same county and quite close to Glastonbury, 1 think that it is appropriate that it should 
henceforth be known as the “Church of Our Lady of Glastonbury".

This year is also, of course, the Holy Year of Jubilee and an important article written in 1950 
about the significance of the Holy Year also appears in this Newsletter. As 1 have already written, it is of 
the greatest importance that as many of you as possible come to Rome for our pilgrimage from 4th-1 llh 
August. As time is passing quickly, please think seriously about this matter and make your bookings with 
Father King as soon as possible as all arrangements will have to be finalised fairly soon since we cannot 
keep hotel and aeroplane bookings open indefinitely

Here at home, you will remember it is our intention to mark each quarter of the Holy Year and 
Millennium with special Days of Thanksgiving to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. The first of these 
will be in Edinburgh on the Feast of the Annunciation which, of course, has a particular significance this 
year - two thousand years since Our Lord’s conception by the power of the Holy Ghost.

Once again this month we will have our annual Forty Hours Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
at Saint Joseph’s Church in London. This is the high point of our Eucharistic worship each year, and has 
been our special Act of Thanksgiving for Saint Joseph’s Church and all the other churches which 
followed its acquisition. It seems to me that London is now ready for a larger and more splendid church. 
Let us pray that this will happen in the not-too-distant future if God so wills.



Finally, one of our priests working in India, Father Edwin Alphonse hopes to come to this country 
to give a presentation and a talk about the Society’s mission there. A tentative programme is announced 
in this Newsletter. It will be confirmed in the next.

May the glorious Saint Joseph, Protector of the Universal Church hear our petitions during this 
month especially dedicated to him.

With every good wish and blessing,

Yours sincerely in Christ 
Father Edward Black 

Superior

PILGRIMAGE TO ROME

FRIDAY 4th - FRIDAY 11™ AUGUST

This special pilgrimage is being organised by the Society world-wide as described in a previous 
Newsletter. It is possible to fly to Rome from London or Manchester.

Air Travel: Bed, Breakfast and Dinner hotel accommodation 
Price £659

Further details and booking forms available from Father King at St George’s House

INDIA

. presentation slide show and talk about the Society’s work in this country will be given by Father Edwin 
Alphonse at the following times and places:

Sunday 19u' March at 2.00 p.m.

Monday 20°’ March at 11.00 a.m.

Wednesday 22nd March at 2.00 p.m.

Friday 24th March at 7.00 p.m.

Saturday 25*** March at 2.00 p.m.

Sunday 26lh March at 11.30 a.m.

These dates and times arc subject to confirmation. The purpose of Father Alphonses’s visit is not merely 
to be informative but also to solicit your material support for the Indian Mission.

LONDON

BURGHCLERE

BRISTOL

KEIGHLEY

PRESTON

GLASGOW

SAINT MICHAEL’ SCHOOL

The School is presently collecting the School Vouchers given at Tesco supermarkets. Please place these 
in collections at Masses or send them direct to St Michael’s.



SUNDAY MASSES

5 12MARCH 19 26

Brighton
Bristol
Burghclere

1430 1430
1100 1100 1100 1100 
0800 0800 0800 0800

1730Coventry 1730

1300 1300 1300 1300Edinburgh

1000 1000 1000 1000Glasgow
Groombridge (Tunbridge Wells) 1100 1100

11001100 1100Heme Bay
Holnest
Keighley

1730 1730
1330 1330 13301330

1300 1300 1300 1300Liverpool

1000 1000 1000 1000 
1200 1200 1200 1200

London

1000 1000 1000 1000 
1800 1800 1800 1800

Manchester
Newcastle upon Tyne
Newport
North Baddcslcy
Norwich

1500(Isle of Wight) 
(Southampton) 1100 1100

17301730

1800 1100 1800 1100Portsmouth
Prestbury
Preston

(Cheltenham) 1500
1000 1000 1000 1000

1800Rcdcar
Rlios-on-Sca 16151615(Mount Stuart Hotel)

1500 1500 1500 1500(Taunton)Triscombe
Tunstall
Wimbledon
Woking

17001700
08000800

17001700 1700 1700

VARIOUS OTHER MASS CENTRES

30'" March 
15* March 
6th March 
1“ March

Thursday
Wednesday
Monday
Wednesday

7.30 p.m 
7.30 pm. 
7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m.

Great Missenden 
Hemcl Hempstead 
Plymouth 
Southend on Sea

The monthly Mass for the Guild of St Monica will be said on Sunday 5th March



DAY OF THANKSGIVING

to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament for the first quarter of the 
Holy Year and new millennium of Grace

1 LOO a.m. Solemn High Mass 
followed by Adoration of Blessed Sacrament until 

Solemn Benediction5.00 p.m.

at
SAINT MARGARET’S CHURCH, EDINBURGH

WEEKEND CONFERENCE FOR 
YOUNG CATHOLIC MEN AND WOMEN 

given by Father Boyle 
Friday 25,h to Sunday 27,h February

Following the success of the last conferences, another has been arranged at St Saviour’s House in 
Bristol. The weekend is intended to be both educational and entertaining. Those who attended the 
last conferences are encouraged to bring someone new to this one. All are welcome. A donation of 
£15 is requested for meals and lodging (cheques should be made payable to M. Martinez.) If you 
would like to attend please contact Martin Martinez, 2 Coppice Rd., Reading RG5 3QX Tel: 0118 969 
5979.

YORK TO HAZLEWOOD PILGRIMAGE

This will take place on Saturday 29lh April at 10.00 a.m. from the Shrine of Our Lady of York in St 
Wilfred’s Church (opposite the west facade of the Minister) to the Shrine of Our Lady and the Forty 
Martyrs, Hazlcwood Castle where there will be Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament at about 7.00 
p.m. Mass will be celebrated in the Village Hall, Askham Richard, at 1.30 p.m.

The intentions of the pilgrimage are for the conversion of Great Britain and for vocations to the 
priesthood and the religious life. Further details available from Mr E Ryan (01642) 477805 or Mr G 
Townshend (01525) 630436)

IMPORTANT - NORWICH AND TUNSTALL

Masses are no longer celebrated at St Faith’s Priory but at the Belvedere Community Centre, 
Belvoir Street (off Dcrcham Road) Norwich.

Masses at Tunslall are now celebrated at Bradwell Lodge, Bradwell Lane (offA500). Tunslall, 
and no longer in the Town Hall.

OTHER FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Saturday 29lh April
Monday lsl May
Saturday 24,h June
Friday 2 lsl - Sunday 23rd July
Tuesday 25lh July - Tuesday 1M August
Saturday 19th August

York to Hazlewood Pilgrimage 
May Procession at St Michael’s School 
Corpus Christi Procession at Bristol 
Canterbury Pilgrimage
Children’s Summer Schools at Burghclere/Highclcre 
Pilgrimage to Walsinghain



SAINT SAVIOUR’S HOUSE

LENTEN RETREATS

The following Retreats have been arranged For Lent in order to provide an opportunity for prayer and 
recollection. They will be preached by Father King.

Monday evening to Thursday morning 20tl1 to 23rd March 
Friday evening to Sunday afternoon 3 lsl March to 2nd April 

Recommended donation £54 and £40 respectively

SACRED TRIDUUM

An invaluable chance to follow all of the ceremonies of the liturgy commemorating the Passion, Death and 
Resurrection of Our Lord in the devotional atmosphere of Saint Saviours from:

Maundy Thursday 20^ April until Easier Sunday 23rd April 
Recommended donation £54

A studio flat is available at St Saviours for short stays at any time

Please apply for the above events by post to: Miss Hilary McDonald, Saint Saviour’s House, St Agnes Avenue.
Bristol BS4 2DU - Tel: (0117) 971 3201

FORTY HOURS ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
SAINT JOSEPH’S CHURCH, LONDON N7

Friday, 3"1 March High Mass of Exposition 
Procession and Litanies 
Adoration all night

7.00 p.m.

Saturday, 4th March Low Mass
High Mass - Adoration all day 
Low Mass - Adoration all night

5.00 a.m.
12.00 noon
5.00 p.m.

Sunday 5* March Low Mass 
Low Mass
Sung Mass of Deposition,
Litanies and Procession 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament

5.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m. 
11.30 a.m.

This adoration marks eighteen years of Masses and Devotions at Saint Joseph’s. Please come in 
large numbers to give thanks to God for so many graces and blessings and in gratitude for the first 
church of the Society in this country, as well as those which have followed subsequently and to pray 
for a more important church in the capital if God so wills.



t
Of your charity please pray for the repose of the souls of

MARGARET CONNOLLY oflSLE of MAN 
JOSEPHINE CONLON of EDINBURGH

who died recently 
Requiescant in pace

Please pray for the following whose anniversaries occur about this time

HIS GRACE ARCHBISHOP MARCEL LEFEBVRE 
FATHER JEREMIAS DONOVAN 

E WATKIN 
BERNARD

KENWORTHY-BROWNE 
WILLIAM THOMAS 
HENRY VAUGHAN 

ROBERT MALCOLM 
LEONARD HURST 

LILIAN BAKER 
FLORENCE BRADLEY 

ELIZABETH ROWBURY 
GEORGE SHEA 

CONSTANCE CLARKE 
CYRJL BEGLEY 

WILLIAM VINTON 
JANET WHIELDON 

RUTH CARBERY 
FRANK WILKIN

CYRJL EMPSON 
MARY JONES

HELEN GUY 
ROY HAWKINS

MRS P FFOOKS 
HANNA PRIOR

MICHAEL FLAHERTY 
MRS W THOMAS 
HUBERT LEWIS 
BESSIE I’ANSON 

GUY STANHOPE-PEARCE 
NORAH FIRTH 

CHARLES ALLISON 
WALTER HUNT 

TERESA BROWN 
AGNES CALLAGHAN 

FRANCIS BUCKINGHAM 
JOSEPH DRURY 
BRIDGET DUFFY 

VALENTINA L1B1ET1S

JOSEPH PACHOLACK 
MARY OSBORNE 
ROSA GARRETT 

MAXWELL MeGRATH 
MARY KELLEHER 

LEONARD COSTELLO 
JAMES MeMULLEN 

JAMES BOYLE 
MAISIE WOODWARD 
BRIDGET SULLIVAN 
• HUGH FORSHAW 

EVELYN CUNDY 
ANDREW MARTIN 
MARY MULLIGAN

MRS OTARRELL 
DR MATHER 

COLONEL MeSWEENEY 
MOLLIE REDMOND 

VERONICA SALISBURY 
BETTY CULLEN 

THOMAS LEETCH 
RICHARD FITZMULLEN 

CHARLES TANNANT 
VALERIE POLLARD 
THOMAS J PARKER 

ERIC MORLEY 
TERESA WELCH

FEAST DAY MASSES

ST JOSEPH
Monday 20*1* March (ex 19**1)

ANNUNCIATION 
Saturday 251*1 March

7.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m.
1.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
1.30 p.m.
1.00 p.m. 

1.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m.
11.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
7.00 p.m. 
7.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

11.00 a.m.
12 noon 

11.00 a.m.

BRISTOL
BURGHCLERE
EDINBURGH
GLASGOW
KEIGHLEY
LIVERPOOL
LONDON St Joseph’s Church 

St George’s House
11.00 a.m. 
8.00 a.m.

MANCHESTER
PRESTON
PORTSMOUTH
WOKING

12.15 p.m. 
11.00 a.m. 
11.00 a.m.



Our Lady of

Glastonbury

At the Reformation some of our churches changed their 
designation. That which is now called St. Saviour's, near 
London Bridge, was formerly St. Mary Overies. Innumerable 
churches were pulled down. Yet even to this day there are very 
few towns which have not a St. Mary’s Church, the dedication, 
if not the fabric, dating from Catholic times. This custom of 
dedicating churches to God in honour of our Lady did not begin 
in England in the twelfth century. It was os common among

the Saxons as the Normans ; and the Saxons themselves believed 
that they derived it from the Britons. It is not necessary to 
engage in the controversy concerning the introduction of Chris
tianity into England by St. Joseph of Arimathea.- Even though 
this be rejected, there remains the fact, proved by primitive 
traditions and by existing charters, that at Glastonbury, before 
the Saxon invasion, there had been a church dedicated to our 
Lady. In 725, Ina, King of the West Saxons, writes concern
ing the church of the ever-virgin Mary as being the first in the 
kingdom of Britain, and the fountain of all the Christianity of 
the island.'

William of Malmesbury, in the twelfth century, gave the 
story as he had read it in old records : ‘ Now Joseph of Arima- 
thea came with twelve companions to Britain, and had assigned 
to them by the pagan king, Arviragus, a kind of island in the 
swamps not far from Wells, in Somersetshire. The island was 
called Innis Withrin, and afterwards Avalon and Glastonbury.



* Soon after theae holy men/ says Malmesbury, 1 had com
menced their common life in this desert island, they were ad
monished by a vision from the Angel Gabriel that they should 
build there, on a spot designated from on high, a church in 
honour of the Blessed and Holy Virgin Mother of God. A 
prompt obedience was given to this command. Walls were 
erected of wattled osiers, and a small chapel completed by them 
in the thirty-first year from the Passion and the fifteenth after 
the Assumption of the ever-glorious Virgin. Poor, indeed, it 
was in appearance; but it was richly adorned with divine bene
dictions ; and as it was the first church which had ever been 
built in this land, so did the Son of God distinguish it, as of 
greater dignity than the rest, by directing that it should be 
dedicated in honour of the Virgin Mother 
time all of them were taken away from this earthly prison, and 
then the spot which had been the dwelling of saints became the 
haunt of wild animals, till at length it pleased the Blessed Virgin

to bring the remembrance of her oratory back to the minds of 
the faithful.’

It is said that Sfc. David had erected another church on this 
spot; but it is certain that King Ina, at the beginning of the 
eighth century, built an entirely new church, and contributed to 
it many precious ornaments. 1 He gave,' says Mr. Stevens, 
quoting ancient authorities, ‘ 2640 lb. weight of silver for the 
chapel, 264 lb. of gold for the altar ; the chalice and paten had 
10 lb. of gold, the censer 8 lb. and 20 manes of gold, the candle
sticks 12 lb. of silver, altar vessels 17 lb. of gold, the basins 8 lb. 
of gold, the vessel for the holy water 20 lb. of silver, the images 
of our Lord and St. Mary and the twelve ApoRtles 175 lb. of sil
ver and 36 lb. of gold ; the altar and priestly vestments all inter
woven with gold and precious stones.’

Our Lady’s Abbey of Glastonbury took the precedency of all 
others, until in the twelfth century this was given to St. Alban’s. 
It remained famous until the Reformation, when its last saintly 
abbot, Richard Whiting, who had refused to surrender to Henry, 
was barbarously hung without trial.

In course of



THEOLOGY OF THE JUBILEE

NATURE OF THE JUBILEE spirit of the giver, than to the amount offered ” 
(III q. 79 a. 5).

If we wish to present in . an Orderly manner . During the Jubilee, the Supreme Authority of 
the catholic doctrine, regarding the spiritual, the Church, with the key of jurisdiction and
and international event for which we; nre^ pre- by virtue of the promise made to St. Peter
paring, we must begin by explaining its. nature. “whatsoever thou shalt looBe upon earth will
,Tli<fi?e*corned at once to mind the concept of be loosed also in heaven ”, opens the strong

amnesty’* in the sense of overlooking, pardon, . /doors of the safe containing the spiritual 
as.^an act of sovereign clemency, remitting the ’ ’ ’

f penial effects of the various violations of the law..

treas-
of sovereign clemency, remitting the urea, gathered from the sufferings of the Sav-

* ioux and the . many martyrs , and heroic souls
Universal Indulgenfcc'is the divine remission who suffered and did not sin, and with these 

of the temporal punishment due to sins,.. the. treasures pays the debt of punishment owed by 
guilt of which has already been forgiven; a re-. ^ us and settles our accounts both with divine 
mission which the'ecclesiastical authority grants ' Charity that has forgiven us and with divine 
to the living in the form of absolution and to ’ -Justice that requires satisfaction, 
the dead in the form of suffrage, from the mer- . Thus the munificence and the exigency of 
its of the Saviour and the Saints, all of which1 Dod unite in a sovereign manner in our souls 
constitute the treasury of the Church (Canon by virtue of the communion of saints. Already 
.911). in the Old Testament there was the practice

. In order to understand this indulgence fully, of the jubilee year, which consisted in the liber- 
it is necessary^ to return to,the manner in which ation of servants from all form of servitude, 
Providence acts, which is marked with a note of in the automatic settlement of debts and in the 
liberality, generosity and munificence,'as is seen return of property to its ..original owners. It 
in the creation, redemption and in glorification. was a divine law, but its enactments were in 

At the same time there is apparent a certain great part both social and- symbolic. |
Exigency which ^.coiresppnds to the Supreme 
Donor, and which is a, mark, of perfection not 
only in God but also in creatures. God cannot 
but be the best and the greatest and not merely settlement of our debts, from the treasures of
good which might signify some imperfection. the saints, which flow over 'us, travellers and

The synthesis of that generosity and that exi- still pilgrims.'• - 
gency is manifest in the works of God: “ Who 
is more severe than men, but more indulgent ” bellatici ” in the days of persecution, presenting 
(Manzoni, Promessi Sposi) and Who while for- themselves to the Church-with a letter from the 
giving the guilt of sin, still requires some satis- martyrs,. were granted reconciliation before the 
-faction and inflicts the punishment during the- appointed time, so Ve‘. too, in the Jubilee pre
present life or in Purgatory, and, on the obdur- sent ourselves, tp Qur Divine Lord, authorised

by the Church and enriched with the treasures 
of all, and we receive a genera] pardon of~all

The Jubilee Year in the. Catholic Church oj 
to-day is the liberation from all punishment 
due to divine Justice for our sins and is the

Just as the “ Lapsi ” (Lapsed) and the “ Li-

ate, in Hell.
In. the human and Christian conscience, too, 

there echo thin exigency and this indulgence. the punishments which, in accordance with the 
.Charity forgives but justice calls for satisfact- rigour of the law, we should undergo, 
ion; the just man accepts the gift of God with Later,', instead of reconciliation before the 
love, but also desires to do. something to gain it. appointed time, there came the practice of the

In the sacrament of Penance, sin is forgiven commutation, or the changing of the imposed
and the guilt is effaced, but the temporal punish- penance, and this with the authority of the
ment remains; some measure of expiation is left Church, not only in the juridical and external
as a debt of the forgiven sinner, or as a reserve sphere but also with objective and sacred value,
of debts that we must pay to the Justice of God. especially through donations and pilgrimages.
u In satisfaction, more attention is paid to the Indulgences, were granted for the foundation



of hospitals, for the building of cathedrals, for 
the liberation of the Holy Places, for the Cru
sades, and for many other acts of piety and 
devotion. The more reliable historians recog
nise the beneficial aims which the Church had 
in promulgating indulgences; and although no 
one can deny the abuses of certain traffickers 
in indulgences, the Church did not fail to inflict 
even excommunication on them.

The special reaction of the Church was in the 
declaration that the absolution of the guilt of 
sin was not indulgence but the effect of the sac
rament of Penance and that the forgiveness of 
the punishment due to sin by sharing in the 
treasures of the Church was precisely what was 
meant by indulgence.

We now come to the year 1267. A Dominican 
preacher, Umberto de Romanis, likening the 
indulgence of the Crusade to the Jubilee affirm
ed that the Crusade was “ the Jubilee of Christ
ians.” It appears that, from the preaching of 
the Crusades and from the terminology that 
was used, there sprang up the conviction that 
the Popes should promulgate every hundred 
years a plenary indulgence to be gained by 
the visitors to the basilicas of Rome.

On the basis of this popular desire, Pope 
Boniface VIII in 1300 proclaimed the first 
solemn Jubilee, which is mentioned by Dante.

Here then is the true concept of the Jubilee: 
Full remission of all the punishment due to our 
sins that have been forgiven us in confession 
and granted with sovereign munificence from 
the divine treasures of the Church and applied 
to us by the Supreme Pontiff provided that 
charity and devotion unites us to the saints 
in heaven and upon earth.

There is a great difference between coming 
before the Tribunal of God with the indulgence 
of the Jubilee and coming laden with the bur
den of the debt of punishment, which we owe 
to the justice of God and which is to be paid 
either in this life or in the next.

This objection is of on unwise severity and docs 
not appreciate either the authority of the person 
granting the indulgence or the charity which 
must exist in the soul of the person who recei
ves it, or the piety of the justifying cause which 
includes both the honour of God and the benefit 
of our neighbour (ivi).

justifying cause was indicated by the 
Sovereign Pontiff as consisting in the expiation 
of sin, fidelity to the Redeemer and the Church, 
the defence of the rights of the Church, the 
return to the Church of those who have strayed, 
the peace of nations, justice and charity of the 
social classes, honest prosperity of the workers 
and in the renewal of spirits.

It is right and even a duty to hope for this 
abundance of fruits from the Jubilee, beginning 
with the state. of grace which it supposes but 
does not produce and the state of penitence in 
which we should all be.

The Jubilee is not a time of festivity but of 
penance based on contrition and the confession 
of sin and has, as a primary condition, a state 
of grace acquired in the sacrament of God’s 
pardon, and increased through the Eucharistic 
communion and flourishing in works of charity.

The expression, so frequently used and which 
speaks of the Jubilee as “ full remission of guilt 
and punishment,” must be understood in the 
sense that the liberation from the guilt of sin 
is the first condition for the gaining of the in
dulgence of the Jubilee. He who docs not de
test sin and does not adopt an attitude of peni
tence; he who does not begin by reviving the 
soul in the sacrament, may not speak of Jubilee, 
because there can be no liberation from punish
ment if there has not first been obtained the 
liberation from the guilt of sin.

The Jubilee requires, as a second condition, 
the pilgrimage to Rome, the centre of Christian
ity, the episcopal see of the Vicar of Christ, 
homeland of all Catholics and visible sign of the 
Kingdom of God in the world. This pilgrimage 
must be a profession of catholic faith and must 
not be a pleasure tour. In this respect one might 
think that the inhabitants of Rome will find 
it very easy to go on pilgrimage while remain
ing in their own homes, and thus they should 
gain less indulgence than those coming to Rome 
from other countries. This however is not true 
because “ Remissio non proportionatin' labori, 
sed mentis qua; dispensantur 
is not in proportion to the fatigue but to the 
merits that are dispensed” (Suppl. q. 25 a. 2 
ad 4). He who comes from afar will have greater 
merit that we who are here in Rome, but we

The

THE CONDITIONS

Without taking into account those two marks 
which are characteristic of the ways of Divine 
Providence, some people asserted that with 
these Jubilees, the sphere of the Mercy of God 

unduly enlarged and that the sphere of »» it the remissionwas
His Justice was too restricted. This however 
is false: " Because nothing of the punishment is 
remitted but the punishment suffered by one 
is credited to another” (Suppl. q. 25, q. 2).



shall not have less indulgence than others pro
vided that we fulfil the necessary conditions.

The pilgrimage to Rome leads us to the 
thought that the Church of Christ is Roman, 
not as a

thus there is formed a harmony of praise and 
of glory between the heavens and the earth, 
imploring from God all those graces which are 
the objective of the Jubilee.

The conscientious fulfilment of these condit
ions moves the munificence of God and hon
ours the rectitude of the pilgrim who responds 
with gratitude and renewed enthusiasm to the 
simplified ways of salvation. Whoever regards 
the Jubilee as a simple ceremony, 
pleasure excursion, is at variance with the law 
of the Church and deceives himself, even if he 
joins the procession of pilgrims. To gain the 
Jubilee indulgences,, serious effort is required 
in spiritual revival: water alone will not wash 
away our debts with God.

geographical expression, nor on account 
of nationalistic significance, but because of dog
matic and hierarchical significance after 44 her 
Founder Our Lord Jesus Christ ” ordained, in 
order to display more clearly His power and as 
a sign of perfect victory, that Rome, which 
capital of the world* should become the capital 
of His Church and thus the faith would thence
forward be spread to the whole world ” (III, 
q. 35, a. 7 ad 3).

Eternal Rome is not the political Rome, 
that of the military victories and campaigns, 
but the Rome of Peter, the capital of the social 
Kingdom of God in the world.

In Rome, the pilgrim who desires to gain 
the indulgences of Holy Year must visit the 
Patriarchal Basilica of St. John in the Lateran, 
which is the first among all the cathedrals of 
the world; the tomb of St. Peter which is the 
Confession and the Chair, that is to say the 
witness and the magisterial seat of Truth; the 
Basilica of St. Paul where the blood and the 
burning words of the Apostle re-echo myster
iously in the soul; St. Mary Major, which is 
the monument of the dogma and the universal 
devotion to Mary. These form the square of 
the spiritual Rome.

The pilgrim thus follows the paths where the 
saints gained for him the indulgence which the 
Church now grants him. 44 The reason for the 
value of those indulgences is the unity of the 
mystical body, in which their acts of devotion 
and penance surpass the measure of their own 
debts, and they suffered so many unjust tribu
lations that they could have expiated a multi
tude of punishment if they had had need. From 
these merits and from that abundance is

or as awas

nor

THE VALUE OF THE JUBILEE

The Council of Trent, condemning the pro- 
teatant heresy that denies the spiritual value 
of indulgences and the power of the Church to 
grant them, inflicted excommunication on all 
those who hold that false doctrine (Denzinger, 
Enchiridion n. 989).

The Jansenism of the Council of Pistoia dar
ed to interpret most arbitrarily and superfic
ially this application of the Treasure of the 
Church, especially with regard to the dead, and 
received the deserved condemnation (Denzin
ger, Enchiridion, n. 1540-1543). The strange 
attitude of the so-called “ Quietism,” which un
der the form of pure and disinterested love 
pretended that it was perfect enough to satisfy 
divine Justice rather than implore mercy with 
indulgences, was condemned by Pope Innocent 
XI in 1687.

In the history of this doctrine we find doubts 
and hesitations. Some found the value of indul
gences, before God and in their application to 
souls, to be mysterious (Mugnin, Indulgences, 
Diz. Vacant, col. 1618). The multitude of traf
fickers, with very little doctrinal concern and 
with impudent superficiality, compromised the 
whole of the theology of indulgences (Mugnin, 
op. cit., col. 1620).

Truly, when we enter into the realm o 
relations of the soul with God, and of the 
motion of our spiritual activities, it is hull 
and necessury to use prudence, not di 
but cautious, and refrain from that g. 
which is a characteristic of the proud ant! 
unwise (Magnin, op, oil,, col, 16211),

With the doctrine of the (Ihurch hefor* 
eyes and considering those honest and sil

surpassed the amount necessary for all the liv
ing, especially from the merits of Christ which, 
applied in the sacraments, are not exhausted 
but in their infinity exceed the effects of the 
sacraments ” (Suppl. q. 25 a. 1).

In these basilicas the pilgrim sings the praises 
of the Lord with his profession of faith and 
in the formula prescribed in the Bull that will 
give the solemn promulgation of the Jubilee. 
The declared intentions of the Holy Father 
have become the intentions of all the pilgrims 
who unite with the Head of the Church and 
also with the intentions of the saints who per
formed the meritorious acts, that is to say the 
honour of God and the good of the Church; and



souls, who faithfully accept the conditions pre
scribed by the Church, what is the value of the 
indulgences of the Jubilee? Here is an inter
esting and very serious question not only in 
relation to the Jubilee but for the whole of 
Christianity -and which requires always and of 
everyone a lively faith and complete coherence. 
Allow me to call to mind a letter of St. Cather
ine of Siena. It is addressed to Bartolo Usim- 
bardi in Florence and has the number 36 in 
the Tommaseo edition.

“ Rejoice, my dear son, that once again you 
have received great abundance in the Blood of 
Christ, since I have received from the Holy 
Father the indulgence of guilt and punishment; 
at the hour of death for many of my children, 
among whom you and Francis and his wife 
are numbered. In order to save labour and 
expense he has granted this privilege to all at 
the same time. If however you have not this 
privilege in writing, it does not matter, for it 
is enough to have it from the mouth of the 
Vicar of Christ, and at the hour of death, to 
ask of the priest absolution from guilt and pun
ishment in as much as he is able, and he is 
bound to grant it to you. Believe, Son, with 
lively faith and firm hope; that passing from 
this life, with this indulgence, having confessed 
and repented of your sins, your soul will go 
unsullied and clean to eternal life, just as it 
was on the day of your baptism”. The term 
“ absolution from guilt and punishment ” is 
that which was abused by the traffickers and 
which was rejected in the Decretals (Magnin, 
ib., col. 1613, 1614).

The meaning intended by St. Catherine, how
ever, is that of the Church which attributes to 
the sacrament the absolution from guilt and 
to the indulgence the absolution from punish
ment, and thus the conclusion of the letter 
speaks of the soul going before God without the 
burden of guilt and punishment; it remains 
true that 44 the indulgence does not extend to 
the remission of the guilt since the indulgence 
is not sacramental ” (Quodlibet II, a. 16 ad 2).

St. Francis too, when he asked of Pope Hon- 
orius III the indulgence from the dedication 
of the Portiuncual, did not make any theolog
ical distinctions and simply asked for 44 the 
remission of all sins.” Preaching to the people 
with the document in his hand he said 44 I an
nounce to you the indulgence that I have re
ceived from the mouth of the Sovereign Pontiff. 
All of you who have come here to-day, and all 
those who come every year on this day, and 
who are of good and contrite heart have indul

gence of all their sins ” (Salvadori, Ricordi di 
S. Francesco, pp. 212-216).

Returning from Perugia, with this treasure 
in his hand, he had the vision in which he saw 

44 that what the Pope had done on earth, Christ 
had confirmed in heaven.” Since it is sin that 
produces the crime both in its guilt and in its 
punishment, the request for the indulgence of 
the sin signifies the request for the forgiveness 
of guilt and the remission of the punishment, 
even though the formula for both the one and 
the other is not specified and it is understood 
that it is to be obtained in the manner in which 
the Church can grant it and that theology will 
decide how it is to be expressed in a scientific 
formula (Salvadori, Ricordi di S. Francesco, 
pp. 212 216). Until the year 1925 the inexact 
language of St. Francis was to be found, even 
in very serious documents.

The explanation of this is that the formula 
44 I absolve thee from all thy sins ” does not 
refer to the punishment but to the guilt, because 
for this the priest is ordained. No one can be 
absolved from the guilt of one sin without 
being absolved from the guilt of all sins; the 
punishment, however, can be remitted entirely 
or in part: partly in the sacramental absolution 

. and entirely in the spiritual grace of the plen
ary indulgence.

Satisfaction is punitive in so far as it is an 
act of vindicating justice and is medicinal 
when considered as sacramental. The indul
gence remits the satisfaction that is due, in so 
far as it is punitive, because the punishment 
is suffered by a saint and is credited to another, 
as if that other person had himself suffered the 
punishment and thus, as far as he is concerned, 
the punishment has been fulfilled. In so far as 
it is medicinal, however, the punishment is not 
substituted or taken away because the tendency 
to evil remains in human nature as a result of 
sin, even though forgiven, and against that ten
dency the action of penance and satisfaction 
is always necessary.

The crusader who received the plenary in
dulgence and who was thus freed from the pun
ishment due to sin, must not neglect the works 
of satisfaction, since such works will preserve 
him from future sins. The man who dies, how
ever, does not need such works of satisfaction 
since he has gained the indulgence which is the 
remission of all punishment due to sin. These 
considerations are of theological psychology 
which we feel in the intimacy of the Christian 
soul and which lead us to appreciate the great 
benefit of the Jubilee.



The conclusion of this theological document is 
that the plenary indulgence duly gained enables 
the faithful to go straight to heaven without any 
intermediate stages between death and glory.

In the manual of theology, written by St. 
Thomas Aquinas for novices, the question of 
the value of indulgences is even better explained.

Granting that the Church cannot err (Suppl. 
q. 25, a. 1.) and that it would be wicked to 
assert that the Church can do anything vain 
(ivi) and that the great privilege granted to 
St. Peter was that whatever he had remitted 
upon earth would be ratified in heaven (ivi), 
it follows that what is valid in the external 
sphere of the Church is valid also for the Tri
bunal of .God and also that if what the Church 
says with regard to the value of indulgences, 
were not true there would result injury to the 
faithful who would be obliged to suffer in Pur
gatory what was said to have been obtained by 
indulgence on earth. What then is the criterion 
of the estimation and what is the value of the 
indulgences and in consequence what is the va
lue of the Jubilee?

It must be said that their value is that which

In conclusion there comes a critical reflec
tion. If the Jubilee is but a plenary indulgence, 
this can be gained through various acts of piety 
now in practice in the Church and furthermore, 
much easier, so that the necessity and the solem
nity of the Jubilee would seem to fade since the 
Jubilee imposes hard, and not easy, conditions.

This same difficulty was also made in the 
days of Bourdaloue who noted three character
istics of the Jubilee indulgence: it is more so
lemn in that it extends to the whole of the 
Christian world and . enkindles a fervour for good 
among the mass of the people, and this is not 
to be found in the devotions of isolated indi
viduals; it is privileged in that the faculties of 
the ministers of pardon are amplified and the 
channels of grace are made easier; it is more 
certain than others because everything is per
formed in the light of day and under the eyes 
and the control of the Church with a solemnity 
of rites and functions which lead the people of 
the world to realise that they are pilgrims jour
neying to their homeland which can be reached 
“ not by the steps of the body but with the 
aspirations of the soul."

The Jubilee understood and celebrated in all 
its fullness must be the elevation of the Chris-

the Church teaches and defines with regard to 
their efficacy “ tantum valent quantum pr«- 
dicantur ** (ivi, art. 2). Because whoever 
preaches error, sins mortally.

If the indulgences were not of the value which 
the Church preaches, all the preachers of in
dulgences, beginning from the most authorita
tive, would be sinning mortally and this is ab
surd. We repeat therefore that, given the au
thority of him who grants the Jubilee and the 
legitimate cause which includes the honour of 
God and the good of one’s neighbour, the value 
of indulgences is assured. In this there is no 
abuse of divine Mercy, as the Jansenists assert
ed, .neither is there any detraction from justice, 
since, strictly speaking, no punishment is can
celled but the sufferings of a just man are at
tributed to a sinner (Suppl.~q. 25, a. 2) to whom 
is granted the payment of his debit in this man
ner (ivi, a. 1 ad 2).

Considering this great benefit, everyone 
should conceive a great love for God and the 
Church and so prepare through this means to 
receive more grace; thus indulgence also becomes 
a remedy against sin (Suppl. q. 25, a. 1 ad 4).

Therefore when the Sovereign Pontiff so
lemnly declares the granting of a plenary in
dulgence of all the punishment, it must be un
derstood that such an indulgence is really and 
truly plenary not only in the eyes of the Church 
on earth but also in the eyes of God Himself.

tian conscience, rendered more perceptive and 
more docile to the munificence and the require
ments of God. It should empty Purgatory and 
fill Heaven with saints, without troubling the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites.

I hope too that the Jubilee will encourage the 
missionary spirit among the Christian peoples 
who are not doing enough in the glorious mis
sion of bringing Christian civilisation to the still 
uncivilised peoples, who might remain uncivil
ised merely because the Christian peoples are 
not sufficiently Christian.

And why should that Commissariat which 
Cervantes describes for a legendary island and 
which should consist in removing from poverty 
those false poor, with speedy and prompt assist-- 
ance of the true poor, and the better use of so 
much riches abused and wasted, why should it 
not arise in every town and city, as the fruit of 
the Holy Year?

Finally may the Jubilee make us feel in our 
souls and express in our lives the fact that the 
Church Militant is the way to the Church Trium
phant (Suppl. q. 22 a. 1 ad 1) and that for this 
victory we must all fight in the Church of the 
travellers, from the centre which is Rome to 
the most distant boundaries of the Kingdom of 
God upon earth.

Mariano Cordovani
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