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CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2000
Sul \" THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD

■jihISun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thui

THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS
Feria
Feria
Si Telesphorus, PM
THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
Feria
Feria

y*
411.

5*
6*
7*Fri
S'"Sal

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur

THE HOLY FAMILY 
Feria
Si Hyginus PM 
Feria
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
Saini Hilary. BCD. (Com St Felix M) 
Saint Paul C, (Com St Maums Ab)

10,h
11*
12th
13*
14thFri
15‘"Sal

16th 2nd after Epiphany 
St Marcellus I, PM 
St Prisca, VM
SS Marius, Martha, Audifax and Ahacum MM (Com St Canute M) 
Saints Fabian and Sebastian MM 
Saini Agnes, VM
Saints Vincent and Anaslasius, MM

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur

17th
18th
19th
20*

Fri 2i*t

22ndSat

23rd
24th

3rd after Epiphany 
St Timothy, BM
The Conversion of Saint Paul Ap. 
Saint Polycarp, BM 
Saint John Chrysostom, BCD 
Saint Peter Nolasco, C.
Saint Francis de Sales, BCD

Sun
Mon
Tuc
Wed
Thur

25*
26,h
27.h

28thFri
29*Sat

30* 4* after Epiphany 
31* St John Bosco, C

Sun
Mon

Please pray for the following whose anniversaries occur about this time

FATHER JOHN COULSON 
ADELA WRIGHT 

EUGENE MERANO 
L PHAROAH-BAND 

ELIZABETH BANNERMAN- 
MucGREGOR 

JOAN SOUTHWELL 
FLORENCE ADAMS 

DR JOHN HA MERTON 
AGNES MacLAUGHLrN 

JAMES JACKSON 
ROSE DAVIS 

DORA DOMBRE 
HILDA M HANS1NG 
ISABEL MURDOCH 

DORIS BREDDY 
ERNEST DUUS-JONSEN

FA THER BERNARD ENRIGHT 
ANDREW BAKER 

HUGH ROSS WILLIAMSON 
BERNARD GILBERT 

ERIC SMITH

FATHER URBAN SCHNYDER 
T. HILL1ER 

PATRICK A VINTON 
VIOLET M SHEA 

ARTHUR SOMERFORD

FATHER ARTHUR AMY 
SISTER DERMOT 

ARTHUR SCAMMELL 
P HOSKISSON 
FRANK PIKE

FIONA WARD 
VERONICA ADAMS 

JAMES KENNEY 
JOHN W YATES 
ROSE SPRUCE 

GRAHAM LENTHALL 
ELSIE BAVINGTON 

RITA EMBRAY 
MARGARET HARRIES 
JEAN CUNNINGAHM 

FRANCISZEK TREMBALOWICZ

ALAN G COE 
EILEEN ADAMS 
MARY COFFEY 

TERESA POWER 
REGINALD THOMAS 
WINIFRED J BRYAN 

MR SULLIVAN 
RICHARD MIRFrN 
MARY McENERY 

GLADYS BIRD 
GERARD OXLEY

CHRISTOPHER SULLIVAN 
ELIZA DANILO 

DR PETER HALL 
HAROLD ENGLAND 

CECILY STANLEY-CLARKE 
DAVID W GREEN 

MARGARET BRUCCIAN1 
HENRY BRETT 

MARGARET COUPE 
WILHELMINA W1NGERDEN 

ANDREW TANNAH1LL



LETTER FROM FATHER BLACK

My dear brethren.

This is first Newsletter of the new millennium and consequently it has a special significance. 
Such a milestone in the history of mankind can scarcely be ignored and it behoves us to take a 
glance at the past and seek to prepare ourselves for whatever the future might hold.

It is beyond question that the birth of Our Lord is the greatest event of history. Our 
familiarity with the idea can perhaps make us overlook how astonishingly wonderful (to they who 
believe) and how incredible (to they who do not) is the notion that a supreme and ineffable God 
should share the miserable lot of his creatures. Quite apart from the unbelievers in any supernatural 
power, certain religions (such as Islam,) consider such a notion as blasphemous - as being contrary 
to the majesty of God Himself. Likewise, it is surely of interest to note that it has been traditionally 
believed that the Fall of Satan consisted in his rebellion against a revelation of God regarding the 
future Incarnation. The root of Satan’s pride, it is believed, consisted in his refusal to adore God in 
a human form as being contrary to God’s majesty and contrary to his own dignity as an angelic 
creature being far superior to that of humanity.

Although it is possible to find precedents in the folklore of non-Christian religions of 
children being bom to the Gods, these have remained in the realms of mythology and have had no 
serious impact on history. Not so with Christ. Since His coming into the world as “a sign which 
shall be contradicted” (Lk 2, 34) a great tension has entered into the affairs of men so that 
figuratively each man must answer the question which Our Lord put to St Peter “Whom do you say 
that I am?” (Matt 16.15) Upon his affirmation “Thou are the Christ, the Son of the Living God”. 
Our Lord reveals, “flesh and blood hath not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is in Heaven”. 
Thus our Faith is a gift of God offered by Him who "enlighteneth every man who cometh into the 
world” (Jn l, 9) bringing “peace to men of good will” (Lk 2.14)

When we, in our mind's eye, survey the world at the time of Our Lord’s birth and 
before, we can see how truly it was shrouded in darkness. Even the greatest civilisation had no 
hope or comfort for the generality of mankind. In Egypt eternal life was assured only to those who 
had sufficient means of this world’s goods to be provided with costly embalming procedures and 
who could lake a plentiful supply of wealth to the tomb with them in order to ensure a happy and 
comfortable eternity. The Greek civilisation represents, perhaps the greatest of Man’s achievements 
in terms of purely natural learning, morality, beauty and refinement. Yet even there, these treasures 
were only accessible to the few. The early vitality and vigour of Rome, after a time, descended into 
decadence and anarchy. This darkness consisted, essentially, in ignorance of the nature of God. 
Certainly, these civilisations recognised a deity or a multitude of deities but none of them 
transcended the human level in their concept of God. One has only to peruse the stories of ancient 
mythology to find how full of human frailty, with their power struggles, jealousies, loves and sexual 
immoralities, the gods were perceived to be.

In such a stale of affairs it is not difficult to see how life was organised according to 
the principle of “the survival (or the domination) of the fittest” whether in terms of physical 
strength, political and economic power, or intellectual achievement. In such a world they who had 
no special advantages were fit only to be “hewers of wood and drawers of water” for indeed, if Man, 
is in fact, merely the highest form of animal he has no rights or dignity except that which is dictated 
by circumstances or the will of his superiors, of whatever quality they might be.



Once however, that it is admitted that there is a transcendent and loving God who has 
intervened in the affairs of men, not as the result of anger, caprice or sexual attraction, as was 
recounted in the mythologies of old, but from an overflowing of paternal, self-sacrificing love, 
to the point of so loving the world as to give his only begotten Son that “whosoever believeth in 
Him may not perish, hut may have life everlasting' (Jn 3, 15) it is not difficult to see how each 
human being becomes elevated above his natural condition, precious, not only in the sight of God, 
but also in the sight of his fellow man. Marx's sour dictum “Religion is the opium of the people" is 
an inadvertent tribute to the Church, which alone has made life bearable lor countless millions 
throughout the Christian era by liberating their spirit from fear and oppression and all of the 
manifold expressions of “Man's inhumanity to Man" as well as freeing them from the thrall of their 
own fallen natures. This, therefore, is Christ's most precious gill to Man which transcends all 
material conditions of his state of life. It is truly His peace which the world cannot give. Indeed, it 
is “the victory which overcometh the world, our faith" (Jn 5.4)

even

If we move on about a thousand years after Our Lord's death His universal kingship was 
recognised throughout Christendom. The Church was revered and loved in spite of the 
shortcomings of some of its ministers and kings ruled by the grace of God, by a “divine right" by 
which they were consecrated by the Church and answerable to God. This authority descended 
through all ranks of society even to the father of the family in the humblest cottage. It behoved 
them therefore to rule according to God's commandments injustice and truth and not according to 
the will or fancy of man. The ruler's power, therefore was strictly limited by the laws of God, and it 
was only later that the concept of "divine right" began to be abused to such a degree that certain 
kings (e.g. Henry VIII) arrogated to themselves the very powers of God by changing His laws and 
the laws of His Church to suit their own convenience. This situation came about because of a 
general decline in the life of Faith and this apostasy in public life has continued, with ever 
increasing momentum, until our own times.

So it came about that at the beginning of the present century Europe was still theoretically 
ruled by Christian kings, a full 1,900 years after the birth of Christ Many of these kings reigned 
over nations such as our own which had already long rejected the Church but belief in Christ's 
divinity and the moral law was still generally upheld. However, for more than one hundred years a 
new concept of the human condition had been struggling for the possession of men's hearts. This 
new idea quite simply consisted in the notion that power and authority does not come from God 
because He does not exist or else He is too exalted to take any interest in our affairs. This being so, 
the authorities in Church and State arc keeping mankind in subjection with their foolish stories of an 
after-life. All men are equal, all men are gods; mankind is God and the only law is that there is no 
law. Accordingly the cry went out against God in His Heaven and the King on his throne, “We will 
not have this man to reign over us!" (Lk 19.14) All power is to come from "the people”. This 
notion, which is essentially a distortion and perversion of the Christian ideal of freedom was carried 
beyond the confines of what was once Cliristendom to every comer of the world due to the political 
and economic hegemony of Europe in the nineteenth century. This so called “peoples’ power" 
produced the nightmarish upheavals of the twentieth century which reached their apogee in Russia, 
Germany and China and which continues to wreak havoc, division and social disintegration today as 
wc stand on the threshold of the third millennium of Christian history.

Indeed, far from being loved as the Saviour of Mankind who gave it its freedom, Christ is 
now widely regarded with hatred as the enemy of mankind who prevents it from freeing itsell from 
every law and restraint. There is no right and no wrong. Events have gone full circle. Once again 
it is the survival of the fittest. The political authorities make “the will of the people" precisely what 
they will it to be. As everything is permitted it quickly becomes a “right". Even the very laws of



nature iire overturned by ‘'gay rights", “a woman’s right to choose", “children’s rights", even 
“animal rights"1 Christianity is tolerated as long as its adepts - clearly weak-minded people - take 
comfort in it, but do not take it seriously enough to actually condemn or pose any threat to the 
godless disorder. Therefore any weakening of the Church’s witness to Christ (c.g. the Second 
Vatican Council or the Pope’s inter-Faith gatherings) is greeted with acclaim while any affirmation 
of Christ's teaching (c.g. regarding divorce, homosexuality, contraception) is met with vilification. 
How long even this toleration will endure is open to question. Even in our own country which by 
God's mercy has escaped the social upheavals and general instability which have shaken every other 
European power this century, all the signs of an impatience with the institutions and customs which 
pre-date the government of “the people” are manifest. This is evident even where such institutions 
arc no threat to “the people’s” power whatever. Nevertheless their very existence is an affront to 
the “democratic" society in which we arc supposed to live.

new

So it is with the Church and the person of Christ Himself. It is not enough for the Church to 
be allowed to continue peacefully as a minority interest. It must be re-presented as something 
radically different. Far from being “the opium of the people" it must preach the “theology of 
liberation", even positively approve of all that is opposed to its teachings and there are many 
numbers of churchmen who are only loo pleased to comply. Next the very figure of Christ Himself 
must be altered to represent something quite different from the historic Jesus. Far from being God, 
or even perfect man. he is to he presented by literature, the theatre and films as a political 
revolutionary, a libertine, a homosexual, etc. With the corresponding decline of any kind of 
religious knowledge amongst the mass of people the name of Christ will then conjure up all that is 
hateful and vile.

Why such hatred? During the last year of Our Lord’s life, on the feast of the Dedication of 
the Temple, “the Jews then took up stones to stone him. Jesus answered them: Many good works I 
have showed you from my Father, for which of those works do you stone me? The Jews answered 
him : For a good work wc stone thee not, but for blasphemy and because that thou, being a man, 
makest thyself God" (Jn 10, 31-33).

Therefore we return to the original question, “What think ye of Christ, whose Son his He?" 
(Matt 22, 42) At the end of this millennium we must regretfully acknowledge that “in the last times 
some shall defect from the faith" (I Tim 4,1), that these are “dangerous times. Men shall become 
lovers of themselves, covetous, haughty, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, 
wicked, without affection, without peace, slanderous, incontinent, unmerciful, without kindness. 
Traitors, stubborn, puffed up and lovers of pleasures more than God" (LI Tim 3 1-4). The danger of 
these times consists, not so much in the seduction of vice presented truly as vice but in the changed 
perspective of the posl-Chrislian world where Heaven is now presented as Hell, and Hell as Heaven. 
Therefore St Paul warns of these things “having an appearance indeed of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof. Now these avoid" (11 Tim 3.5) This denying of the power of godliness stems from 
the ignorance or denial of its source, “for God sent not his Son into the world to judge the world, 
but that the world may be saved by Him. He that believeth in Him is not judged, but he that hath 
not believed is already judged : because he believeth not in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God. And this is the judgement : because the light came into the world and men loved the darkness 
rather than the light: for their works were evil" (Jn 3 17-19)

Let us be under no illusion. The popular thinking of the modem world is fundamentally 
opposed to Christ and his leaching As “the disciple is not above the master nor the servant above 
his lord. It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master and the servant as his lord. If they 
have called the guardians of the house Beelzebub, how much more of his household? Therefore



fear them not....Everyone therefore that shall confess me before men, I will also confess before my 
Father in Heaven (Mall 10 24, 25, 32). Let us therefore expect to be signs that shall be contradicted, 
yet “strengthened with all might according to the power of his glory in all patience and 
longsufiering with joy giving thanks to God the Father who hath made us worthy to be partakers of 
the lot of the saints in light” (Col.l 11-12). Let us be prudent, careful not to be led astray by 
heretical teachers of Christ, “for such false apostles arc deceitful workmen, transforming themselves 
into the apostles of Christ and no wonder for Satan himself transformeth himself into an angel of 
light" (II Cor 11 13-14).

Above all let us have an unshakcable confidence like St Paul, “sure that neither death nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor might, nor 
height nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus Our Lord" (Rom 8 38-39). For He Himself has given us His very own assurance. 
“My sheep hear my voice : and I know them and they follow me. And I give them life everlasting 
and they shall not perish forever, and no man shall pluck (hem out of my hand. I and the Father are 
One". (Jn 10, 27-28)

With every good wish and blessing.

Yours most sincerely in Christ,

Father Edward Black 
Superior

ALL NIGHT VIGIL
At

LONDON GLASGOW PRESTON BRISTOL

Friday 31*' December 1999 8.00 p.m. Low Mass
11.30 p.m. Solemn Te Deum 
Midnight Sung Mass 
followed by Litany of the Saints
5.00 a.m. Benediction

Saturday 1“ January 2000

ST SAVIOUR’S HOUSE

Millennium New Year

It is proposed to close the old millennium of the Christian era and herald the new with a special act of 
thanksgiving and celebration with reparation to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. This will include an All 
Night Vigil on 31st December/1 si January as well as other devotions. Corporal refreshment will not be 
excluded! It will be possible to stay ut the Retreat House from: Thursday evening 30th December until 
Tuesday morning 4th January. Recommended donation of £150. (Shorter stays also possible) Please apply 
to Miss Hilary McDonald, St Saviour's House. St Agnes Avenue, Bristol BS4 2DU. Tel: (0117) 971 3201.

NORWICH - IMPORTANT

Masses at St Faith’s Priory arc now discontinued. Please check the location before travelling to this 
Mass Centre.



SUNDAY MASSES

JANUARY 2 9 16 23 30

Brighton
Bristol
Burghclere
Coventry

1430 1430
1100 1100 1100 1100 1100 

0800 0800 0800 08000800
1730 1730

Edinburgh 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300

Glasgow
Groombridge

1000 1000 1000 1000 1000
(Tunbridge Wells) 1100 1100

Heme Bay
Holnest
Keighley
Liverpool
London

1100 1100 1100
1730 1730

1330 1330 1330 1330
1300 1300 1300 1300

1000 1000 
1200 1200 1200 1200 1200

1330
1300

1000 1000 1000

Manchester
Newcastle upon Tyne
Newport
North Baddesley
Norwich

1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 
1800 1800 1800 1800 1800

(Isle of Wight) 
(Southampton)

1500
11001100

1730 1730

1800 1100 1800 1100 1100Portsmouth
Prcstbury
Preston

(Cheltenham) 1500
1000 1000 1000 1000 1000

1800Redcar
Rhos-on-Sea
Triscombe
Tunstall
Wimbledon
Woking

1615(Mount Stuart Hotel) 1615 
(Taunton) 1500 1500 1500 1500 1500

1700 1700
08000800

1700 1700 1700 1700 1700

FEAST DAY MASSES

THE CIRCUMCISION THE EPIPHANY

7.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m.
1.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
1.30 p.m.
1.00 p.m.
1.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m.
11.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
7.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m.
8.00 a.m.
1.00 p.m.

BRISTOL
BURGHCLERE
EDINBURGH
GLASGOW
KEIGHLEY
LIVERPOOL
LONDON St Joseph’s Church 

St George’s House

1.30 p.m.

11.00 a.m.
8.00 a.m
10.00 a.m.
11.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
11.00 a.m.

MANCHESTER
PORTSMOUTH
PRESTON
WOKING



THE SOCIETY OK SAINT PIUS X 
Sainl George’s House 

125 Arthur Road, London SWI9 7DR 
Telephone: 0181 946 7916 Fax: 0181 879 7669

Resident Priests: Father Edward Black (Superior) 
Father Brendan King, Father John McLaughlin

Saint Mary's House 
12 Ribblesdale Place 

PRESTON, Lancashire 
PRI3NA 

Telephone: (01772) 885990

St Michael's School
Harts Lane, Burghclerc 
near Newbury, Berkshire RG15 9JW 
Telephone: (Day) (01635) 278137 
Evenings/Weekends:
Boys residence:
Girls residence 
Junior residence:
Priests residence:
Resident Priests:

(01635)278137 
(01635)255054 
(01635)253209 
(01635)278173
Father Joseph Dreher (Headmaster) 
Father John Brucciani

Resident Priests: 
Father Leo Boyle 

Father Greig Gonzales 
Father Michael McMahon

Saint Saviour’s House 
Saint Agnes Avenue BRISTOL BS4 2DU 

Telephone (0117) 9775863 (Chaplain) and 9777738 (House) 
Resident Priest: Father Anthony Wingerden

Church of Saints Joseph and Padam 
Salterton Road 
LONDON N7

Church of Our Lady of Victories 
East Cliff, Winckley Square 

PRESTON, Lancashire

Church of the Holy Cross 
Sandy Lane, Maybury 
WOKING, Surrey

Chapel of Our Lady and Saint 
Lawrence 

MIDDLEMARSH 
Sherborne, Dorset

Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians 
14 Kingston Road 
PORTSMOUTH, Hants

Saint Andrew’s Church 
202 Renfrew Street 

GLASGOW, G3

Church of Saint Pius X
16 Deer Park Road, Off Alexandra Road South 
MANCHESTER 16

Church of Saints Peter and Paul 
193 Edge Lane 

LIVERPOOL 7

Church of Saints John Fisher 
and Thomas More 
Heme Street, Heme 
near HERNE BAY Kent

Church of Christ the King 
Devonshire Street 

KEIGHLEY, West Yorkshire

Church of Saints Margaret and Leonard 
110 Saint Leonard’s Street 
EDINBURGH, EH8 RD

Church of St Pius V 
Station Road, GROOMBRIDGE 

near Tunbridge Wells, Kent


