
A project against the German "Synodal Path" 

 
 

Is the Church in Germany on the verge of schism? The Synodal path of the German 
Bishops' Conference (DBK) seems to lead everywhere, except to Christ and the 
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. Therefore, the commitment of all Catholics 

loyal to their faith is more than ever necessary. 
 

Awaiting the first Synodal assembly, which will meet in Frankfurt from 30th January 
to 1st February 2020, we can already hear the well-known progressive demands: 

Women's priesthood, abolition of compulsory celibacy, dissolution of Catholic sexual 
morals, desacralization of the priesthood etc. 
 

Many German bishops and church lay associations such as the Zentralkomittee der 
deutschen Katholiken (Central Committee of German Catholics (ZdK)) or the Bund 

der deutschen katholischen Jugend (Federation of German Catholic Youth (BDKJ)), 
who in recent years already took a stand against the traditional teachings of the 
church, are taking the lead. They now want to "modernize" the church by the 

synodal path on their own - independently of what is decided in the Vatican. In this 
anti-ecclesial sense Reinhard Cardinal Marx, the chairman of the German Bishops' 

Conference, already said in 2015: "We are not branches of Rome.”  
 
As a Catholic youth movement, we do not want to stand by and watch this 

disastrous development, but rather bear witness to the Roman Catholic faith. 
Hence our urgent appeal to all Catholics loyal to their faith: Please write an e-mail 

to the members of the Synodal Assembly and ask them to remain faithful to the 
teachings of Christ and the Roman Catholic Church, not to give in to false demands 
and thus prevent a schism of the Church in Germany. 

 
We have researched all available e-mail addresses of the members of the Synodal 

Assembly for you. The best approach is to write an e-mail to all listed members. 
Pay attention to the correct form of address (for example: "Eminences, 
Excellencies, Reverends, Venerable Sisters, Ladies and Gentlemen..."). Write briefly 

and objectively and assure them that we will pray for their loyalty to the Catholic 
faith. Please contact me for the addresses. 

 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

You can include the following arguments in your own text, but please do not just 
copy them. 

 
•   The demands of the ZdK for the Synodal path contradict the teachings and 
tradition of the church: 

o       There cannot be a "separation of executive and judiciary in church law" 
and the "equal participation of laity and consecrated persons in the 

leadership of the Church", because the Church is by its nature hierarchically 
structured. It is not the people who decide on faith and morals, but the Pope 
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on behalf of Christ. Since the first Pope Peter received this office directly 
from Christ (Matthew 16:18). 

 
o       Pope John Paul II declared, in accordance with Church doctrine, that 

ordination to the priesthood is not possible for women, since the Church 
always follows the example of Christ, who chose the Twelve Apostles in 
freedom and after prayer. This, however, meant "no diminution of their 

dignity and no discrimination against them", which is not only illustrated by 
the exalted position of Our Lady Mary (Ordinatio sacerdotalis, 1994). 

 
o    Also, the demand for the abolition of compulsory celibacy contradicts the 
example of Christ, who himself lived celibate and therein obliges the priest as 

his representative to imitate him (Matthew 19:12 and 1 Corinthians 7:32). 
Married priests in the United Eastern Churches are exceptions which are 

permitted for the sake of the greater good of Church unity.  
 

•       In addition, the positive recognition of "divers forms of life and circumstances 

of life" is demanded by church sexual morals. However, God not only created 
humans as woman and man (Genesis 1:27), but also established marriage between 

a man and a woman (Matthew 19:5). In this sense, fornication is also clearly 
rejected by the holy apostle Paul (Galatians 5:19 and Romans 1:25). God loves the 

sinner, but he hates sin. Man is only an image of God when he abides by the holy 
will of God and does not make his own lust the highest good. 

 

•       Moreover, doctrinal decisions on these matters, which directly concern faith,  
are not the responsibility of a national synod, but of the Vatican. 

  
•       The majority of the Synodal assembly is made up of lay people, and the 
presidency is shared equally by laity and clergy. The doctrinal questions are to be 

voted on. This democratization of the Church leads to a devaluation of the 
priesthood and to a decline of the ecclesiastical hierarchy, which was  directly  

instituted by Christ.  
 
•       The Synodal path is a continuation of the disastrous Würzburg Synod (1971 - 

1975), by which the resolutions of the Second Vatican Council were to be promoted 
in Germany. Already at that time the aim was to change the church doctrine in 

numerous questions, above all by the influence of modernist lay organizations.  
 
•       The statutes of the Synodal path were adopted by the German Bishops' 

Conference without the approval of the Vatican. Also, the criticism of Marc Cardinal 
Ouellet, the prefect of the Congregation for Bishops, was not taken  into account. 

 
If you want to know more about the background of the Synodal path, we 
recommend a series of FSSPX articles, available here in English and here in French. 

 
Finally, the most important part: In the coming weeks, let us pray and sacrifice 

more intensely for the Shepherds of the Church, so that they may resist the 
heresies and follow the complete truth and thus Christ the King. 


