The Society of Saint Pius X

Pilgrimage of Tradition 2020
Chartres to Paris

Information Booklet for Pilgrims

"Following Our Lord, let us carry the standard of the Cross, the only sign
and only source of Salvation."
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, They have Uncrowned Him
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Foreword by Rev. Fr. Robert Brucciani
(District Superior of Great Britain, Ireland and Scandinavia)

‘I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life’ - St John 14:6, 6
From a supernatural point of view, the Chartres-Paris Pilgrimage is a metaphor of the ideal
life that we should live here below. Life here below is a journey to heaven and we are on the
way. We are called to forsake the world so that we might discover the Truth. And by prayer,
sacrifice and the sacraments, we truly enter into life – supernatural life.
From a natural point of view, the Chartres-Paris Pilgrimage is long way (about 65 miles) and everyone who participates
discovers the truth about themselves – how much fatigue, cold, rain, heat and blisters they can endure, but, by the exercise of
virtue - especially that of perseverance and fraternal charity - pilgrims are changed for life! At the end is happiness and
melancholy and happiness again.
Happiness for the graces received and for firm friendships forged in the crucible of shared adversity; melancholy for having to
return to a godless, materialistic world; then happiness again for the wonderful memories of the three days of Christendom on
the march.
I strongly recommend all able-bodied Catholics to go. It will make men of the men, women of the women and saints of
everyone!
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The Pilgrimage
Starting in 1989, the SSPX has organised a three-day walking pilgrimage, beginning in
Chartres and ending in Paris. We will be joined with nearly 8,000 Traditional Catholics
from around the world.
Fifty years (1970 — 2020) have passed since the foundation of the Priestly Fraternity of
Saint Pius X. In the extract from the preface to the spiritual dossier 2020, the Superior
General, Father Davide Pagliarani, says:

Fifty years of existence, of struggle, of loyalty. How can we not thank Our Lord for
having watched all this time over our boat which was launched on the rough sea of the
post-Vatican II Council? How not to turn to the figure of our dear and venerated
founder, Archbishop Lefebvre, to learn what he can teach us, to us who perhaps feel the
fatigue and the weariness of a fight that lasts, to us who perhaps have never known or
met him in person? This is what we will do during these three days of walking. We will
walk, guided by his examples, by his virtues, mainly his prudence , the virtue of religion
which he showed, and his perseverance.
There is daily Mass as well as plenty of opportunity for confession, spiritual guidance
and the opportunity to socialise with other English speaking Traditional Catholics
(Americans, Australians, British, Canadians, Irish, New Zealanders and South Africans).
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The Pilgrimage Schedule
Theme for 2020: For the honour of Holy Church
Saturday 30 May (25 miles) - Daily Theme ‘Archbishop Lefebvre, a prudent Bishop'

CHARTRES to RAMBOUILLET
0745: Opening Mass in the gardens of the Bishop’s Palace, just behind the Cathedral.
Please note: drop off your luggage before Mass in the trucks located on rue Charles
Brune.
0900: Beginning of the march after Mass.
1930 - 2030: Arrival RAMBOUILLET

Sunday 31 May (25 miles) - Daily Theme ‘Archbishop Lefebvre, the religious of God'
RAMBOUILLET to VILLEPREUX
0600: Departure.
1800: Pontifical Mass.
Monday 1 June (17 miles) - Daily Theme ‘Archbishop Lefebvre, model of perseverance'

VILLEPREUX to PARIS
0600: Departure.
1630: Arrival in Paris, Closing Mass in front of Saint-Louis-des-Invalides
Cathedral.
1830: End
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Pilgrim’s Kit List Guide
When packing 'think light, think waterproof'
Small Rucksack (Day Bag)

Large Rucksack (white Ribbon attached)

1. Full water bottle
2. Energy-rich snacks
3. Midday meal for each day
4. Wet weather gear
5. Hat
6. Holy Rosary beads
7. Medication (if required)
8. Sun cream
9. Sunglasses
10. Blister bandages and tape

1. Tent (if not in the communal tents)
2. Sleeping bag
3. Sleeping mat
4. Walking Shoes
5. Warm jacket (for evenings)
6. Wash kit
7. Towel
8. Headtorch
9. Cup, plate, cutlery
10. Spare clothes
11. Meals for each day
12. Small first aid kit
13. Toilet roll
14. Labelled with name and contact
details

Please ensure your clothing is modest.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What are the travel arrangements for getting to Chartres?
All pilgrims are responsible for their own travel arrangements and accommodation. It is
recommended that you find accommodation in Chartres on Friday 29 May. If you stay in
Paris, you must leave early on Saturday 30 May and take the train from Paris
Montparnasse to Chartres (approximately €20). More information can be found at https://
www.sncf.com/fr.

Will food be provided on the pilgrimage?
At the campsite, food is provided in the evenings and in the mornings, but it is basic and
should be supplemented by personal supplies. However, there is the opportunity to
purchase limited food and alcohol at the campsite. Pilgrims are responsible for preparing
their own lunches and energy snacks before starting the pilgrimage. Bread and water is
provided at lunchtime and water is supplied regularly en-route.

What happens if I have a medical problem during the pilgrimage or I can’t
walk any further?
Permanent medical assistance is provided by the pilgrimage organisers - doctors and
medical staff - who have a first aid tent at each campsite. At each halt, shuttle
buses provide transport for pilgrims who can no longer walk, or in case of
emergency, to take them to hospital.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Do I need to take out travel insurance?
All pilgrims are strongly recommended to take out appropriate travel insurance. For British
citizens: At present, the European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) gives you the right to
access state-provided healthcare at a reduced cost, or sometimes for free, on the same
basis as a resident of that country. You can apply for a FREE EHIC card here: https://
www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-ehic-european-healthinsurance-card/

How do I register for the pilgrimage?
All pilgrims must register for the pilgrimage. Registration is completed online and opens in
April 2020. Email ukchartres@gmail.com to express your interest. Further instructions on
how to register will be provided to members of the UK Chapter once the registration site is
open.

How much is the Pèlerinages de Tradition pilgrimage?
If registering before 5 May it is €50, after 5 May it is €55 and on the day it is €65.

I would like to know more. Who do I need to contact?
You can contact the British Chapter Organisers, John Aron and Chris Sudlow, at
ukchartres@gmail.com.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Do I have to carry my large rucksack on the pilgrimage?
Your large rucksack will be transported by lorry to each campsite. Before the opening
Mass on Saturday 30 May, drop off your luggage in the trucks located on rue Charles
Brune. You must attach a WHITE RIBBON to your large rucksack as an identification
marker. It is recommended that items within your large rucksack are wrapped in plastic
bags to keep them dry!

Will we have a Chaplain for the British Chapter?
Father Thomas O’Hart (St Michael’s School, UK) will be our Chapter Chaplain. Father
O’Hart will lead us in prayers, hymns, hear confessions and give spiritual advice.
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Preparing for Pentecost
The supernatural consequence of Our Lord's Ascension into Heaven was
the sending of the Paraclete on Pentecost, Who as testified by Christ
Himself, is the "best gift" and the "spirit of Truth" that teaches us "all
truth".
A devout practice to prepare for Pentecost Sunday (31 May) is to make a
novena to the Holy Ghost.
Come, Holy Ghost
Come Holy Ghost, fill the hearts of Thy faithful, and kindle in them the
fire of Thy love.
V. Send forth Thy Spirit, and they shall be created.
R. And Thou shalt renew the face of the earth.
Let Us Pray

O

God, Who hast instructed the hearts of the faithful by the light of
the Holy Ghost, grant that by the same Spirit we may be always
truly wise, and ever rejoice in His consolation. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

"The mystery of the Church is tremendous. It is a creation of the charity of
God, one more proof that God loves us and that He loves us infinitely, for He
made the Church that He might give us Himself, that He might continue
Himself across the ages." Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, Econe, 2 February 1984
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