THE TUDORS

By Junior 2

Introduction by Brigid Joyce…
In History so far this term we have been learning about the
Tudors. We have learnt briefly about The Wars of the Roses
but in more depth about the reign of King Henry VIII. With
King Henry VIII we have learnt about his wives, St Thomas
More, The dissolution of the monasteries and the break from
the Catholic Church. We have acted out plays and have
enjoyed them lots. We hope to carry on having fun lessons in
the future and looking forward to Wednesday afternoons.

The Battle of Bosworth 22nd August 1485 By Anna Little
The Battle of Bosworth was one of the
shortest battles ever. It was the last in
The Wars of the Roses. Richard III was
the King from the House of York and
Henry was the leader of the House of
Lancaster. Henry defeated the King, and
it is said that his crown fell off his head
as he was killed and landed in a thorn
bush. The crown was placed upon Henry
Tudor’s head and he was crowned King.

Henry Tudor By Francis Morris

Henry Tudor (Francis Morris)
defeats Richard III

Richard III (Anna Little)

After the Battle of Bosworth Henry Tudor became King of England.
Henry would even marry Elizabeth of York which would help create
peace with the Yorkists. Henry brought in new laws, he would not
allow the Barons to build their own castles and they were not allowed
to have their own armies. In the past the Barons had been
troublemakers for the monarch and Henry wanted to change that. By
the end of his reign Henry had become a very rich King and England
had become a more peaceful country.

King Henry VIII

By Servane Flynn and Catherine Blatchford
In 1509, King Henry of England married Catherine of
Aragon, a Spanish princess. Henry married her not
just because she was pretty, but because she was
Spanish. England and Spain had not always been
friends and this was a good thing to bring peace to

Henry marries a young
Catherine (Blatchford)
of Aragon

both countries. Henry was desperate to
have a baby boy, as it was important that
the name of Tudor would carry on.
Unfortunately after a few years only a girl
was born, called Mary. Catherine grew a
little ugly and Henry ordered the Pope to
have his marriage with Catherine
annulled. The Pope said “No!” Henry was
advised by a worldly churchman named
Thomas Cranmer, who said, “Henry, you
don’t need the Pope, you can be your own
Pope!”
Henry replied, “You mean I should break
away from the Pope and from the Roman
Church?”
“Yes, then you can marry Anne” replied
Cranmer.

Why Cranmer, what a
splendid idea…

Take 2 - Henry marries Anne Boleyn

St Thomas More

Thomas More was the Lord Chancellor of
England and a true friend of the King. In 1534
the Act of Supremacy was passed, in which all
high level people working for the King had to
take an oath accepting that Henry was head of
the Church in England and that his marriage
to Catherine of Aragon was annulled. Only two
men failed to accept the oath, Sir Thomas
More and Cardinal John Fisher. Both were
executed for treason in 1535.

The Dissolution of the Monasteries 1536
By Damian Klunder

After Thomas’s death, Henry made Cromwell his
chief advisor. Cromwell decided to close down all
of the Catholic monasteries and religious houses
in England. Cromwell told Henry that he would
make him the richest King in Europe, as Henry
would own all of the church land as he was head
of the Church in England. Many monasteries
were destroyed, windows and statues were
broken, and during this time many holy men
and women would give their lives to God and His
Church.

The Pilgrimage of Grace By Kathleen Nightingale
The Pilgrimage of Grace was led by a northern
lawyer named Robert Aske. 40,000 armed
Catholic rebels led a peaceful protest about
Cromwell’s theft and destruction of monasteries.
The King ordered the Duke of Norfolk to crush the
rebels. However, Norfolk’s men had to flee
because they were outnumbered. Henry sent word
to the protesters that if they all go back home, he
promised to give back all their monastic land,
riches and monasteries. Aske told the protesters
to obey the King and they went home. As soon as
they were gone, Henry arrested over 300 leaders,
including Aske, and had them killed.

Henry Marries Jane Seymour

Henry got tired of Anne and stories of her being
unfaithful to the king were made up, and Anne was
beheaded in 1536. Henry had been fond of a new
woman for a while, her name was Jane Seymour.
Henry and Jane married. Finally, Henry had a son
that they named Edward. Henry was thrilled,
however, A few days after Edward was born Jane
died.

Anne of Cleves - By Lucy Blatchford
Devastated by Jane’s death, Henry undertook an
arranged marriage with a German Princess, Anne
of Cleves. This was Cromwell’s idea. He thought
that having a good friendship with protestant
Germany would help England against the Roman
Church and Catholic Spain. When Henry saw a
painting of Anne she was very pretty, but when he
met her she wasn’t so. The marriage was annulled
within a few months.

The King is dead!

Catherine Parr
was the 6th wife
of Henry and
his last. She
looked
after
him when he
was
dying.
Henry died in
1547.
Catherine
outlived him.

“BONJOUR” TO OUR NEW FRENCH LESSONS - By Madame Brucciani
On Wednesday afternoons for the first time ever, the Year 5 and 6 have
started French lessons with Mrs Brucciani. ‘So far so good’ is the overall
feeling. The Junior 2’s were having their lessons in the small Infants’
classroom but now they take place in the much bigger and better
classroom which used to be the old Junior 2 classroom. Super! (with a
French accent of course). What the pupils are learning to start off with
is really quite basic: ways of greeting, names of family members and
pets and of course colours and numbers but this is just the beginning of
the year!
The enthusiasm is felt as you walk into the classroom. Pupils are busy
sticking in their vocabulary and spellings and practising their
pronunciation. When you ask the pupils what they think about the
lessons, there is an overall feeling of interest and cheerfulness. Servane
Flynn says ‘they are easy’ but then she would say that because she is
half French. Damien Klunder and Rebecca Blyth like learning French
because it is easier than learning Latin. Catherine Blatchford says ‘it is
good to learn French because it improves your education and it is
always good to exercise your voice’. Anna Little says ‘I’ve always
wanted to learn French but I’ve never been able to. It is so fun to learn
greetings, a song and even the Hail Mary.’ One boy says ‘I really like
learning French because then I can communicate with my brother’s
new family because he is getting married to a French person.’
So thumbs up for the new lessons on Wednesday afternoons. All the
pupils think they are ‘magnifique’. In the future they will be learning
about French life and French food…. Hopefully, with a few treats
thrown in.

Making Saint Michael’s Green Again
Autumn is in full swing with winter not far away
and it’s that time of year when an army of
cheerful Infants descend upon our campus to help
our groundsman, Mr Keating, clearing all those
leaves! Going into nearly his 90th year (more like
30th) it’s important to note the hard work that this
St Michael’s legend does to keep our school
looking so good. May he inspire many more young
gardeners to keep St Michael’s green…

The Diary of a
World War 1 Soldier
by Henry Cullen - Year 3

I have learnt about what life was like
in the trenches during World War 1.
Here is a piece from my diary:

Mr Keating inspecting…
A happy apprentice

Friday December 24th 1915
We went over the top today. Our big guns had been hammering
the German line since Wednesday - the guns stopped and we
knew our orders to attack were coming.
At 9 O’ clock Lieutenant I. Jackson called for us to take our
positions and fix bayonets.
When the whistle blew 50 men went bravely to their fate. Only
18 men returned.

Sorry, we are very busy, no
time to pause for a photo

I have also listened to a diary of a soldier called Harry
Drinkwater, and below is a piece of writing from his diary.
Monday December 20th 1915
The trenches are in a terrible condition - anything up to four feet
in mud and water. We’re plastered in mud up to our faces. Our
food - cold bacon, bread and jam is slung together in a sack that
hangs from the dripping dug out roof. Consequently we eat and
drink mud.
A Typical Day at St Michael’s - By Joseph Malliff (Year 3)
I am a Year 3 pupil. My typical day is having Maths first, then
usually English, followed by Religious Education. I like all of
my lessons, but I especially like Poetry, Maths, P.E. and
Geography. I really like learning and having a task where I
can write a bit about the school, like a journalist. I have good
friends at St. Michael’s and we have fun together at break
times. My teachers are kind and helpful, and I am really
pleased to be at the school.

Yes, the Sisters’
garden is in serious
need of maintanance

I’ll show you how
it’s done

Got you at last!

Tons of ‘em! We shall never
see the end of this

The Lourdes of Wales - Holywell
A Sacred Destination By Brigid Joyce
St Winefride is best remembered for her well in
Flintshire which is one of the seven wonders of
Wales. It is the oldest continually visited Christian
pilgrimage site in Great Britain since 7th century.

Junior 2 Trip to North Wales - A Trip to Remember
In May 2017, Junior 2 went on an unforgettable 3 day trip and pilgrimage to
Holywell, as well as exploring the beauty of what North Wales has to offer. Apart
from visiting the famous shrine of St Winefride, we visited Conwy Castle and had a
tour given by an ex miner down one of the deepest underground mines in Britain.
We travelled through some breathtaking scenery close to Snowdonia National
Park, and enjoyed wonderful trips along the coast, visiting many a beach along the
way.

St. Winefride (Welsh: Gwenfrewy) was a
noblewoman born in the 7th century to Welsh
parents. She was known to be virtuous from a young
age and prepared to devote her life to God as a
teenager. Many a night she would spend in vigil in
front of the Blessed Sacrament.
One day her beauty attracted unwanted attention
from Prince Caradoc. She did not want to marry him
so she fled to seek protection in the church where her
uncle St Beuno was offering Mass. Caradoc became
angry and caught up with Winefride on the steps of
the church, drew his sword and cut off her head. Her
head rolled down a slope and a spring of water
gushed out of the ground where her head came to
rest. St Beuno carried Winefride’s head back to her
body and covered both with his cloak. St Beuno
finished offering Mass and asked the faithful there to
join him in prayers for Winefride’s return to life.
Winefride woke up as from a deep sleep with only a
faint white line around her neck to prove this had
happened at all. St Beuno invoked God’s wrath upon
Caradoc who was struck dead unrepentant and was
swallowed up by the ground beneath him, never to be
seen again.

The pilgrimage begins…

Holywell - The miraculous shrine & well where
1000’s of pilgrims have been cured

St Winefride became a nun and later the abbess of
Trefynnon and Gwytherin.
She died on the 3rd of November around 660 AD.
Her body was taken to Shrewsbury in 1138 and
venerated there until 1540 when her shrine was
destroyed by Henry VIII.

Holy Mass is celebrated by Fr Summers
in the side chapel, Holywell

A full English… It’s going to be a long
adventurous day

Many miraculous healings have taken place at
St.Winefride’s Well and to this day thousands of
pilgrims bathe here every year in the pool fed by the
holy spring.
Pilgrimage Traditions
If you ever go to Holywell, the traditions are:
1. Make the sign of the cross at the entrance. 2.
Proceed to the front of the church and make your
intentions. 3. Recite the Apostles creed. 4. Recite one
decade of the rosary while walking round the well or
pool.
Pilgrims usually bathe in the outer pool. They
traditionally duck down in the water, so that they are
covered in it, three times. This is a reminder of St
Beuno’s prophecy that Winefride would be able to
grant her petitioner’s requests, if not at the first time
of asking, then at the second or third. In the pool lies
Beuno’s stone, on which the saint is said to have sat
to teach his niece. Pilgrims kneel on the stone to
complete their devotions.

Back to work guards… The soldiers
are having a break at Conwy Castle
The miraculous spot where St Winefride’s
head fell

Fish and chips on the beach followed by a game of
football mixed in with ice-creams and fizzy drinks…
A pilgrimage?

Mr Hooley scoring & celebrating a stoppage time
winning goal on the beach. Sorry boys…
The Way of The Cross

Travelling 500ft down into a
200 year old slate mine… It’s
dark and cold down here…

Full Time… As the sun sets over the Irish Sea, it is
soon to draw to a close a trip we will never forget…

