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I  am reading the life of Bishop Edward Galvin, co-
founder of the Missionary Society of St Columban.


Bishop Galvin was born on the feast day of St. Colum-
ban, 1882 in County Cork, Ireland. As a young boy, he had 
a desire to be a missionary when he grew up, and this desire 
never left him.


He went to the Maynooth seminary and was ordained in 
1909. Unfortunately, there were too many priests in the 
Diocese of Cork.  So Fr Edward went to the Diocese of 
Brooklyn in New York City. There, he served as an associate 
at Holy Rosary parish. During that time, the desire to be a 
missionary still burned in his heart. 


For some reason, he always thought of China. He found 
himself reading every book he could get his hands on about 
China.  Then, one day, a Canadian missionary who was 
working in China came to visit Holy Rosary parish. The 
missionary, Fr. John Mary Fraser, was an odd man, devoid 
of charm and insistent that China was the last place any 
priest would wish to go. He was nevertheless, looking for 
priest-volunteers and financial support, and was not inter-
ested in anyone or anything else beyond these two concerns. 
Unsurprisingly, the gruff, straight-talking pastor of Holy 
Rosary refused Fr Fraser access to his pulpit. Fr Edward, 
however, discreetly asked if he could accompany him back 
to China. «  You’re young and Irish and emotional,  » Fr 
Fraser replied flatly. « You’ll talk of China today and forget 
all about it tomorrow. » He then made the direst description 
of China and missionary life there and concluded: «   You 
could turn your back on China today and your conscience 
would never trouble you. Now you know the need and you 
turn your back on Christ if you ignore China, which starves 
in all ways and particularly in its need for priests. » To which 
Fr Edward simply replied:  «  I may live to regret the day I 
met you, but I’ll go to China with you. Now tell me how! » 


So, in 1912, at the age of 29, with the blessing of his 
bishop, Fr. Edward sailed to China where he would devote 
the rest of his life to the Chinese people. 


In China, Fr. Edward lived the life of a missionary to the 
fullest: learning the language and embracing a nomadic life  
of poverty, toil, solitude and hunger. He was, nevertheless, 
so excited by his life and the great needs of the people, that 
he invited other Irish priests to come and join him. One by 
one, more Irish priests came to China. Eventually, after hav-
ing overcome almost insurmountable obstacles, Fr Edward 
and his companions gained the approval of the Holy See to 

found the Missionary Society of St. Columban. After some 
difficulties with congregations already established in China 
(and jealous to preserve their apostolic sectors), the Colum-
ban Fathers were granted a vicariate, i.e. canonical jurisdic-
tion over a specified area of China. Soon, the society opened 
its own seminary to train men for the missions. By 1920, 
the Society of St. Columban had 40 priests and 60 semin-
arians.


In 1924, Fr. Galvin was appointed Prefect Apostolic of 
Hanyang and several years later was consecrated as the first 
bishop Hanyang. Mgr Galvin was a rugged, working mis-
sionary and had no time for ceremony: «  Surely to God 
there is somebody in the mission to do this bloody thing 
better than I can! » 


Through the 20’s, 30’s and 40’s, the missioners faced 
every kind of test imaginable: floods, bandits, kidnapping, 
deaths of fellow missionaries, hunger, civil wars, bombings, 
fires, and worst of all, Communist persecution. In all these 
difficulties, Edward Galvin always put his priests and people 
first, and himself second. He displayed supernatural strength 
and perseverance as he watched his missionary efforts and 
accomplishments (parishes, schools, hospitals) repeatedly 
damaged or destroyed. He wrote up to 250 letters a week 
asking for funds from America, Ireland and Australia to 
build and rebuild. In order to dispel any naivety in new 
priests, he would tell them: « You come here not to convert 
China, but to do God’s will. And you will find out what 
that is from day to day! » By virtue of the incredible suffer-
ings of the Chinese people and the heroic example and de-
votion of his missionaries, conversions increased beyond 
numbers ever imagined.


Bishop Galvin faithfully served the people of China until 
he, with other Catholic missionaries, was expelled from 
China in 1952 by the Communist government. He died in 
Ireland on February 23, 1956.


A s we reflect on the need for vocations, it is worth 
wondering what motivated such men as Edward 

Galvin to give up the prospects of a comfortable life for the 
hardships and perils of missionary life in China. Love of 
Christ and of souls are obvious reasons, but there is perhaps 
another. Edward Galvin and his fellow missionaries had no 
time for mediocrity. They desired to live life to the full 
which can only come about by giving it up in the service of 
others. We must instil such desires in our children. 


Fr John Brucciani, Prior

Dear Parishioners, 



Sign of the Beast
The following is a sermon pronounced by Rev. Fr. Gabriel Bille-
cocq SSPX, at St. Nicolas-du-Chardonnet, our Society’s church 
in Paris. It is a very balanced text, a salutary warning to avoid 
the excesses to which we may incline in these difficult times and 
an even more salutary reminder that we must remain always 
focused on the “only necessary thing”: God and His will.


It is a truly Apocalyptic vision that the Church is giv-
ing us today in the Gospel, with our Lord describing 

what apparently are the end times – difficult, painful 
times, the days of  which will be shortened for the sake 
of  the elect, as our Lord tells us Himself.


You notice that we all have a little bit of  curiosity to 
know how these things are going to happen, what the 
end times are going to be like, and maybe some of  you 
have been curious enough to pick up and read the 
book of  the Apocalypse and try to guess very con-
cretely, very materially, how these things are going to 
come about. You will have read about those famous 
beasts and the “mark of  the Beast”, the sign of  the 
Beast.


My dear faithful, our curiosity about these things can 
tend to be morbid. Morbid curiosity does exist: a curi-
osity that attracts us more toward sin than toward what 
is beautiful and good. We can see it for ourselves – 
there are examples all around us. It is sad to see how 
many young people are attracted to bad pictures, in-
stead of  reading the Gospel or taking an interest in 
what our Lord did during His life. And we have to ad-
mit that we can be affected by this morbid curiosity 
when we are thinking about the end times, wondering 
what the Antichrist is going to be like, how he is going 
to be born, who he is going to be, how we are going to 
be able to recognise him, what the mark of  the Anti-
christ is going to be… And you know that people right 
now are making all kinds of  speculations about these 
things. Whereas it also says in the Apocalypse that 
each one of  the elect will be marked with the seal of  
God – and I have never had a single one of  the faithful 
come up to me and ask me what the seal of  God is. 
Everyone asks, “What is the seal of  the devil? What is 
the mark of  the Beast?” Nobody wonders, “What is 
the seal of  God?” My dear brethren, this is just an ex-
ample of  how our curiosity is more easily turned to-
ward what is evil and ugly than toward what is good 
and beautiful, and it is a sad thing.


So, to dispel all this curiosity a little, today we are go-
ing to speak about this sign of  the Beast, as it appears 
in the Apocalypse and as certain Fathers of  the 
Church understand it. We hear a great deal of  talk 
about these things today, unfortunately, with all that we 
are living through in our world.


It is true that the Apocalypse includes that famous 
statement that those who follow the Beast will have a 

mark on their forehead and on their arm, and that 
they will not be able to buy anything if  they do not 
have this mark. Many people are wondering if  the vac-
cine might be the mark of  the Beast – the way these 
same people wondered if  credit cards were the Beast, 
and then if  barcodes were maybe the sign of  the Beast.


Then the Apocalypse adds the name of  the Beast, say-
ing it is the name of  a man, and the number of  its 
name is six hundred and sixty-six. People also specu-
late about these expressions in the Apocalypse.


First of  all, the mark of  the Beast is a seal on the hand 
and on the forehead, and St. Augustine actually ex-
plains what that means. St. Augustine does not de-
scribe this seal as a mark visible to the eye, like a tattoo 
a person gets or like a chip inserted into our body. He 
says that the mark on the hand and the character on 
the forehead mean two ways of  belonging to the devil.


The first way of  belonging is the mark on the fore-
head, which means belonging by open confession. The 
first way we belong to the Beast – the mark on our 
forehead – is by proclaiming openly that the Beast is 
almighty and at the same time denying that God is 
almighty. Another Father of  the Church gives the same 
interpretation, that one of  the marks of  belonging to 
the Beast is denial: the denial of  God, the denial of  
His almighty power, denial that God created the world, 
denial of  His Incarnation, denial of  the Redemption… 
In a word, this mark on the forehead equals apostasy, 
apostasy in the heart. The forehead is what appears 
openly, and St. Augustine explains that what appears 
on our forehead is what we show on the outside of  our 
thinking on the inside, the way the sign of  the Christi-
an is the sign of  the cross, which we begin at our fore-
head, with our hand. So, just as the sign of  the Christi-
an is the sign of  the cross, by which the Christian 
shows outwardly that he belongs to Jesus Christ – 
meaning that he wants to follow Jesus Christ his Mas-
ter and carry his own cross – in the same way the first 
sign of  the devil, that mark on the forehead, means 
that a man openly denies God and claims that the dev-
il has almighty power.


The second mark is the one on the hand. There again 
St. Augustine explains that this mark is not some kind 
of  tattoo or a chip that someone imposes on a person’s 
hand. He explains that in Scripture the hands express 
works. The second mark of  belonging to the Beast is 
evil actions, the works of  sin. The one who belongs to 
the Beast is the one who follows the devil by doing evil, 
by the accomplishment of  evil, the work of  sin.


My dear faithful, there you have the meaning of  these 
marks, the signs of  the Beast.


Our salvation is not material, first and foremost, any 
more than our combat is material, first and foremost. 



So, our belonging to God or to the devil is not first and 
foremost anything material. It is not first by inscribing 
something on our body that we belong to the devil, nor 
is it first by inscribing something on our body that we 
belong to God. The first mark of  our belonging to 
God is a character, an indelible character, imprinted on 
our soul by baptism. That is the first mark of  the 
Christian’s belonging to God. And it is this character 
which gives him access to all the other sacraments. The 
mark of  belonging to the Beast is also a character of  
the soul, not an indelible one, thanks be to God, but 
the character of  a will that turns toward evil and 
commits sin.


Our combat is spiritual, and so our belonging to God 
is spiritual. And belonging to the devil is spiritual as 
well. Belonging to God happens through grace, and 
that is the sign by which we recognise the elect of  God. 
The elect are those who are marked with the seal of  
grace, in other words, the seal of  charity. Belonging to 
the devil means sin. That man belongs to the devil who 
does not have the love of  God in him but only the love 
of  things earthly, material, sensible, or even simply 
human with nothing beyond.


As for this number six hundred and sixty-six that the 
Apocalypse talks about, the Apocalypse also says that 
this number of  the Beast is “the number of  a man.” St. 
Irenaeus gives perhaps the best explanation of  this 
number. Many people have tried either to find this 
number literally or find the name that it contains, the 
way rabbis used to do, since numbers in Scripture al-
ways have some symbolism. There is even a science 
called numerology, which gives the interpretation of  
numbers. St. Irenaeus says more than just that.


The Fathers of  the Church are in agreement that this 
name will be unknown to us until the Antichrist actu-
ally appears. This prophecy in the Apocalypse is like 
any other prophecy: it only becomes clear at its fulfil-
ment. But St. Irenaeus can still explain that the num-
ber six hundred and sixty-six is full of  symbolism, just 
like the number of  one hundred and forty-four thou-
sand elect who are counted in the Apocalypse, twelve 
thousand from each tribe, as we heard on the Feast of  
All Saints. Numbers in Scripture really are symbolic. 
Seven represents a perfection, eight represents a full-
ness, and six represents an imperfection. Not just any 
imperfection, but the Fathers say that stopping at six 
means holding the number back from opening onto 
God. So the number six indicates not some natural 
imperfection inherent to the creature but a turning 
inward of  man upon himself. And St. Irenaeus goes on 
to explain that the triple six represents a triple turning 
in of  man on himself: not just a sin of  the body but a 
sin of  the soul, that is to say, of  the intellect and the 
will, and also a third sin which he calls a sin of  the 
spirit.


That sin of  the body, as we know, means all those sins 
that are very widespread today: sins against nature, 
those sins that call down the vengeance of  Heaven. 
The sin of  the soul, that is, of  the intellect and the will, 
corresponds to the sin of  obstructing or distorting the 
intellect so that it is unable to reach truth. My dear 
brethren, we need to thank those who devote them-
selves to our children and to giving them a genuine 
education in the truth that brings them to Jesus Christ. 
But that sin of  the soul, of  doing everything to keep 
the child from coming to the truth, also affects the will. 
It is another side of  those modern education programs, 
to keep the child from knowing the good, the true 
good, and how to practice the good. The last of  the 
three sixes means the sin of  the spirit, the sin of  closing 
ourselves off  from God; it is the sin by which man re-
fuses God. This sin corresponds to the abomination of  
desolation in the holy Temple, perhaps as we see it 
today with this new Mass in which adoration is com-
pletely oriented toward man.


My dear faithful, there you see how the Fathers of  the 
Church explain these mysterious words of  the Apoca-
lypse, which still do remain mysterious. We have to 
stop ourselves from running after interpretations, each 
wilder than the next. No matter what the difficulties 
that we are going through today, no matter what the 
lies and errors being served up to us – and plenty of  
lies and errors are being served up to us! – no matter 
how dangerous may be certain products that people 
are wanting to inject into us, let us not forget that the 
mark of  the Beast is something spiritual: it means sin. 
We belong to the devil by sin; we belong to God by 
grace and by charity.


Our Lord is very clear on this point, and He tells us, 
“Do not fear those who can kill the body” – and today 
we have a direct application – “Do not fear those who 
can kill the body; rather fear Him who has the power 
to cast into hellfire.” And again, our Lord said to His 
Apostles just before He left them, “Take courage; I 
have overcome the world.” We have nothing to fear 
from the material things of  this world. We have to fear 
sin. We are not to fear the death of  the body; we are to 
fear eternal death.


It is true, my dear faithful, that the future is unknown 
to us and it can look very dark indeed. Yet there are 
things we know absolutely for certain: God is our Fath-
er; God does not forget His children; God protects His 
children; God feeds His children.


Whatever the trials we are going to have to face, let us 
be perfectly confident: we might know nothing at all 
about the sufferings to come, but we do know with ab-
solute certainty that grace will never fail us. That is our 
hope and our joy in this world of  sadness. ♱




Liturgical Calendar May 2022

M ass stipends (paid to the priest)
Single Mass: £14   Gregorian of Masses: £600

Stole fees (paid to the priory) are offerings in con-
sideration of expenses incurred by a chapel or 

priest in the course of ministering to the faithful. 
Baptisms: £50      Weddings £150       Funerals £100

INCREASE YOUR DONATIONS BY 25% 

• USE THE YELLOW ENVELOPES


• OR SET UP A STANDING ORDER  
RBS BURGHCLERE PRIORY 
16-26-18     10191331


• MAKE ANNUAL ONLINE 
GIFT AID DECLARATION

THE SSPX WAS UNABLE TO CLAIM AN 
ESTIMATED £15 000 IN 2021, DUE TO 
ABSENCE OF GIFT AID DECLARATIONS.

☞

CHAPEL CLEANING 

Please Sign up to the 
schedule or contact the 
office. It is very important 
that more people volun-
teer to keep the Lord’s 
house clean and worthy. 

https://signup.com/go/pHdmngH

Security Reminder 

Cars and children do not go well together. Chil-
dren must not be allowed to roam the property. 


Please supervise your children on Saturdays and 
Sundays.
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	Dear Parishioners,
	I am reading the life of Bishop Edward Galvin, co-founder of the Missionary Society of St Columban.
	Bishop Galvin was born on the feast day of St. Columban, 1882 in County Cork, Ireland. As a young boy, he had a desire to be a missionary when he grew up, and this desire never left him.
	He went to the Maynooth seminary and was ordained in 1909. Unfortunately, there were too many priests in the Diocese of Cork. So Fr Edward went to the Diocese of Brooklyn in New York City. There, he served as an associate at Holy Rosary parish. During that time, the desire to be a missionary still burned in his heart.
	For some reason, he always thought of China. He found himself reading every book he could get his hands on about China. Then, one day, a Canadian missionary who was working in China came to visit Holy Rosary parish. The missionary, Fr. John Mary Fraser, was an odd man, devoid of charm and insistent that China was the last place any priest would wish to go. He was nevertheless, looking for priest-volunteers and financial support, and was not interested in anyone or anything else beyond these two concerns. Unsurprisingly, the gruff, straight-talking pastor of Holy Rosary refused Fr Fraser access to his pulpit. Fr Edward, however, discreetly asked if he could accompany him back to China. « You’re young and Irish and emotional, » Fr Fraser replied flatly. « You’ll talk of China today and forget all about it tomorrow. » He then made the direst description of China and missionary life there and concluded: «  You could turn your back on China today and your conscience would never trouble you. Now you know the need and you turn your back on Christ if you ignore China, which starves in all ways and particularly in its need for priests. » To which Fr Edward simply replied: « I may live to regret the day I met you, but I’ll go to China with you. Now tell me how! »
	So, in 1912, at the age of 29, with the blessing of his bishop, Fr. Edward sailed to China where he would devote the rest of his life to the Chinese people.
	In China, Fr. Edward lived the life of a missionary to the fullest: learning the language and embracing a nomadic life  of poverty, toil, solitude and hunger. He was, nevertheless, so excited by his life and the great needs of the people, that he invited other Irish priests to come and join him. One by one, more Irish priests came to China. Eventually, after having overcome almost insurmountable obstacles, Fr Edward and his companions gained the approval of the Holy See to found the Missionary Society of St. Columban. After some difficulties with congregations already established in China (and jealous to preserve their apostolic sectors), the Columban Fathers were granted a vicariate, i.e. canonical jurisdiction over a specified area of China. Soon, the society opened its own seminary to train men for the missions. By 1920, the Society of St. Columban had 40 priests and 60 seminarians.
	In 1924, Fr. Galvin was appointed Prefect Apostolic of Hanyang and several years later was consecrated as the first bishop Hanyang. Mgr Galvin was a rugged, working missionary and had no time for ceremony: « Surely to God there is somebody in the mission to do this bloody thing better than I can! »
	Through the 20’s, 30’s and 40’s, the missioners faced every kind of test imaginable: floods, bandits, kidnapping, deaths of fellow missionaries, hunger, civil wars, bombings, fires, and worst of all, Communist persecution. In all these difficulties, Edward Galvin always put his priests and people first, and himself second. He displayed supernatural strength and perseverance as he watched his missionary efforts and accomplishments (parishes, schools, hospitals) repeatedly damaged or destroyed. He wrote up to 250 letters a week asking for funds from America, Ireland and Australia to build and rebuild. In order to dispel any naivety in new priests, he would tell them: « You come here not to convert China, but to do God’s will. And you will find out what that is from day to day! » By virtue of the incredible sufferings of the Chinese people and the heroic example and devotion of his missionaries, conversions increased beyond numbers ever imagined.
	Bishop Galvin faithfully served the people of China until he, with other Catholic missionaries, was expelled from China in 1952 by the Communist government. He died in Ireland on February 23, 1956.
	As we reflect on the need for vocations, it is worth wondering what motivated such men as Edward Galvin to give up the prospects of a comfortable life for the hardships and perils of missionary life in China. Love of Christ and of souls are obvious reasons, but there is perhaps another. Edward Galvin and his fellow missionaries had no time for mediocrity. They desired to live life to the full which can only come about by giving it up in the service of others. We must instil such desires in our children.
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