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Catechism:  We have learned to sing the hymn 
“Immaculate Mary”.  The children learned the meaning of 
the word “Immaculate” as well as to appreciate the role 
of Holy Mary as their Mother in Heaven.  She has the key 
to Heaven‟s door, which she opens for those who pray (for 
themselves and for others.)  Children learned the 
significance of the sword, fire and flowers in some 
representations of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  They 
learned to say the short prayer beloved of one of the 
Fatima children “Sweet Heart of Mary, be my salvation.” 
 
We continued to learn the meaning of the Our Father, 
exploring phrase by phrase from a charming picture book .  
The children can recite much of the Creed together.  
“Ascending”and “descending” were differentiated as we 
prepared to celebrate Our Lord‟s Ascension into 
Heaven….of which more next time! 
 
 

 
One of the challenges for an Early Years teacher is to 
try to build on the children’s new literacy skills by 
providing meaningful contexts for them to read and 
write.  Talk is the best springboard:  if we find things 
we really want to say, the extra motivation to persevere 
with those tricky letters, spaces, squiggles, lines and 

dots is soon found.  One context recently was dramatic. Children were keen to 
ask and answer questions of a character from a book.  Gabriella is shown on the 
left, writing to the “bad giants”:  “Why do you tease the BFG?”  Spelling at this 
stage is partly plausible (by sound) and partly correct (a bank of high frequency 
words as well as regular phonetic words.) 
 

Some of us can read lots of tricky words.  
We are beginning to write them, learning 
(at least by the end of Year Reception) to 
distinguish questions and statements, 
using a full stop or question mark.  All the 
children are now writing complete words; 
some have moved further and are 
composing full sentences, even using word 
spaces.  
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There was a wild rumpus at St. Anne’s last 

week as some Wild Things mysteriously 

emerged from the forest and took up 

residence.  This creature on the left has 

Rita’s uniform on but is suitably 

disfigured.  Wild things had a whale of a 

time stapling woolly hair onto paper 

plates, adding horns, tusks and other ugly 

appendages, developing of course useful, 

but  entirely secondary skills like using 

Sellotape dispensers…..Can YOU roll your 

terrible eyes and gnash your terrible 

teeth? 

 
 

 
 

This Wild Thing is cunningly disguised as 
Michel and has even taken up residence in 
Michel’s favourite nook, the book 
corner….and Vincent’s wild mask has lost 
its occupant, but is nonetheless….truly 
scary.  
 

                       

 

 
 

We enjoyed making homemade ramps to test 
our toy cars.  Will the carpet slow them down?  
Edmund finds out…. 
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A loyal and loved supporter of the Dormice 

department for the last two years….Miss 

Joyce helps the children with their work and 

thinks up fun things for them to do!  Below 

are the cupcakes she baked and decorated 

with the children.  They also enjoyed her 

Easter Egg hunt and Pancake Day! 

 

 

 

 

 

Florence is solving number puzzles 
by clipping pegs onto the total as 
well as lining up numerals in 
order….to form perfect minibeasts.  
Yes, „tis the season for the wasp 
invasion, and many a furry visitor to 
our classroom is banished by fervent 
invocations to St. Martin de 
Porres….We can count on co-
operation from Mr. Van Strijp and 
his ladder when the little creatures 
threaten to take up residence. 

 

 

 
Best wishes from St. Anne’s,  

     
              Miss Murphy. 
 

  

 


