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Sa in t Pau l i nus .

® most loving Jesus, who, hanging on the Cross, didst
commend us all in the person of Thy disciple John, to Thy
most sweet Mother, that we might find in her our refuge, our
solace, and our hope; look graciously upon our beloved
country, and on those who are bereaved of so powerful a
patronage; that, acknowledging once more the dignity of this
holy Virgin, they may honour and venerate her with all
affection of devotion, and own her as Queen and Mother. May
her sweet name be lisped by little ones and linger on the lips
of the aged and the dying; and may it be invoked by the
afflicted and hymned by the joyful; that this Star of the Sea
being their protection and their guide, all may come to the
harbour of eternal salvation. Who livest and reignest, world
w i t h o u t e n d . A m e n . Statue of St . Edmund at Basi l ica of St . Semin

O clap your hands, oil ye nations; Shout unto God with the voice of joy.



Christ and The Kingdom of Mammon
'Seek ye first therefore the kingdom of God and His justice;
and all these things shall be added unto you.'
From Sketches and Studies in Theology by Dom Anscar
Vonier O.S.B.

The Lord speaks of Mammon as if it were a possible master:
%' V ou cannot serve God and Mammon."

In thus opposing Mammon to God, Christ gives us the
extent of that dark lordship; Mammon can so domineer
over man that God's supreme Lordship is completely
pushed aside.
Wherever wealth is considered as the all-important issue

in human affairs, the worship of God, even if it persist in
certain external formalities of tradition, dies a speedy
death. Such an attitude in men's mentality is a complete
reversal of spirit. No other slavedom is so detrimental to
the soul as is the slavedom of Mammon. Man may stain
himself with many sins without becoming their slave,
certainly without worshipping them; not so with Mammon,
when the fact is practically accepted by man's mind that
wealth is the only thing that matters and do we not all
know how often this is done ?- the surrender is complete;
Mammon has taken the place of God.
There is then created an entirely different psychology

which Christ calls heathenism: 'For after all these things
do heathens seek.' Nor is it necessary that Mammon should
be actually the seeking of wealth. Any arrangement of
human life that makes the production and the Acquisition
of material goods the ultimate goal of all human activity is
a surrender to the tyrant Mammon. Modern Marxism is
essentially the rule of Mammon, a nation governed by
communistic principles may be wretchedly poor; but as the
leading policy in such a nation is the production of
temporal and material commodities for the sustenance of
human life to the exclusion of all invisible values, such a
people is under the yoke of Mammon, even if it be half
s ta rved .
For in this matter of temporalities the outlook is

evervihing. Possession as such is an indifferent factor. To
be practically convinced that money can do everything is
worship of Mammon, even if such a conviction be lodged
in the brain of a penniless beggar. It is no unjust maligning
of the modem nations if we say of them that for a long time
past they have settled down, to the faith that money can do
everything. There has been formed in them a sort of
mystical reverence for financial values. The enslaving of
the modern world by Mammon seems well-nigh hopeless.
There is no more pressing need for Christians than to free
themselves from the benumbing mentality of the Mammon
worship that surrounds them on all sides.

It must have been a sore trial to the early Christians to
possess the splendours of their faith in the One God in the
midst of a society entirely given up to idolatry and
polytheism. I do not think that our own lot is much more
enviable in this modem world where all power seems to be
on the s ide o f Mammon.

For the Lord is

The axiom of today is that nothing can be done without
money: science, literature, progress of every kind, each
according to our modems is only a matter of money in the
last analysis; in phrases more or less covert it is hinted that
anything can be produced if properly paid for.

Now in the midst of this heathenism, as Our Lord calls
such seekings after visible things, the Catholic Church is
placed with the definite mission of proclaiming to the
world that great things can be achieved on this earth with
powers other than the power of wealth. The Church has not
only to proclaim the intrinsic worthlessness of wealth -
such a denunciation would be on the whole an easy matter
but she has to do something more difficult and more
imposing; she has to achieve great things, even in the
temporal order, that can equal the achievements of rich
States.

This testimony is given to mankind by the Church
without ceasing.

Constantly, all over the world mighty things are done by
the Church not through wealth but through poverty. It
would be a study that would be well repaid if one were to
pursue an investigation into the works done by men of faith
within the last sixty years. Such an examination would
reveal astonishing facts. It would show that an immense
spiritual empire, the Church of Christ, has been
administered with marvellous efficiency; that a prodigious
number of souls have been brought to Christ in the
missionary fields; that religious Orders have done superb
work in every branch of the spiritual sphere; that Christian
art has flourished exceedingly; that as many churches have
been built as in the ages of the Faith; that the charitable
institutions for the relief of human suffering surpass
anything known before. In fact, a map of the achievements
of the Catholic Church in the last sixty years would be a
very great surprise to most of us.

Now all this gigantic success has been the fruit not of
wealth but of poverty. The sixty years have been sixty
years of intense hostility on the part of the world.
Spoliation has followed spoliation; injustices have been
committed against the Church as grievous as those of the
sixteenth century so-called reformation. The Church is
truly poor, she seems to be a beggar in the midst of the
opulent nations. But so great are the things that she
accomplishes that, periodically, misguided populaces are
made to believe that her temporal possessions are
immense, and spoliation is again resorted to by the cunning
plotters of evil. Truly the Catholic Church has not failed in
her mission; she has not bent the knee before Mammon;
she has triumphantly established the truth that through
faith in God all things are possible. She has sought first the
kingdom of God and His justice. God, for her, has
remained the supreme and the only value. With this faith in
the invisible riches(she has been empowered to hold her
own in every respect in a society given up entirely to the
worship of temporal riches.
'h and terrible.



Tfie Moment cftfie Immaculate Conception

morning star is about to rise upon the night which
overspreads the fallen world with its deep shadows. The East
already warms, and the glorious Sun of Justice sends His rays
before His coming. That beautiful star precedes Him on His
way. It is full of His light, and is the reflection of His purity. 0
Lucifer, no longer art thou "the bringer of the light', 'but the
prince and ruler of the darkness. And now thy kingdom is
invaded by the dawning day, and Mary is the bringer of the
light. The instant is come for that elected creature to appear
who, of a daughter of Eve,is made the Mother of God.

Chosen in the counsels of eternity; associated with the Son of
God from the beginning of the sacred plan; revealed to the
angels together with her Incarnate Son; assailed by the proud
and aspiring Lucifer from envy and for her lowliness, because
of Him who lifts up the lowly; revered
by the angelic hosts as their queen, Tftis Dcw tficrc wentfortfi a braucfl
and the animated temple of thei r Lord; ^ r r - r
proclaimed to our first parents as the Ĵ OTfl int TOOt JCSSC.
antagonist of their destroyer, and as Xflis dav WOS MorV COnCCiVcddestined with her Son to crush the , . ^ ,
serpent's head; contemplated and withOUt dT̂  StCllTL Oj Sill';
preached by the prophets as "THEWOMAN" and "THE VIRGIN" who ^ r j-(l r ff r ■
was to bring into the world its long- Old Serpmt CTUShed by heX; CUMuia
desired deliverer; prefigured by the
noblest women of Israel; renowned in
the tradition of the gentiles through their sibyls and and sung by
their poets; daughter of Abraham, of Juda, and of David - of a
lineage which God had upheld and protected for more ages
than the Christian Church yet numbers, and so illustrious only
because it is destined to terminate in her; closing the Old
Testament and opening the New; the repairer of woman and the
Mother of salvation to mankind; raised to an office, to a dignity,
and an alliance with her God which, next to her divine Son,
makes her one and unapproachable in excellence; above the
angels, yea, above the seraphs, for which of them can say to
God , "Thou art my Son"? - this Mother of God is about to pass
from God's eternal counsel to created life.

The Father contemplates the forming of the fairest of His
daughters; the Son considers the graces which are suited to His
Mother; the Holy Ghost prepares to sanctify the chosen spouse
whom His Spirit shall search and His power overshadow.

It was on the sixth day, and after He had prepared the world
for the residence of man, that out of the deep counsels of His
most blessed Trinity the Almighty spoke the final word of
c r e a t i o n , " L e t u s m a k e m a n . " H e f o r m e d A d a m f r o m t h e
innocent earth; He drew Eve from his innocent side; He graced
them with pure and holy souls.

For four thousand years have their descendants multiplied in
sin, sprung from the disobedience of that guilty pair, till they
have covered the earth with a terrible history. And to each germ
that buds from that bitter root, by virtue of His primal gift and
promise, God owes an immortal soul. But no sooner does a soul
come to animate the new offshoot from that old stock of Adam
than it is overmastered by the contamination which flows for
ever onwards from its corrupted source.

But a bud is springing from the root of Jesse, and the poison
of the serpent shall not infect it, nor shall his foul breathings
blight its beauty. The adorable Trinity is about to pronounce the
creative word -"Let the Mother of God be made."

To her aged parents, past all hope of offspring, an apgel
comes; amidst their devotions he proclaims them the chosen
organs of her miraculous beginning, and the fleshly frame,
which shall give flesh to the living God, commences its
existence. A soul bright as the morning star, and full of holiest
grace, is breathed by God into that tender and exquisite
frame,and the secret fire that lingered there, at the very
entrance of that free and holy soul, is quenched, and the flesh
brought into subjection and order. And thus, from the first
instant of her animated existence, the Mother of God is most
pure, most holy and most immaculate; and she offers
immaculate praise to her Creator and Redeemer, Jesus, who
had so often anticipated His work for the sanctification of His
elect, made one great anticipation more for the sake of His own

incarnation. He drew the most costly
It fortfl a brancfl sems of grace from the

inexhaustible treasury of His cross,
S C . : a n d w r o u g h t t h e m o s t p e r f e c t o f
. rnncpivpd redemptions in the immaculate

conception of His Mother. And, since
sin.; the human race began, in this chosen
r o n e a l o n e d i d G o d s e e a s o u l e s c a p e£ u a O j t n e c r e a t i v e h a n d s t h a t w a s

by fl€T; adcCuiCL neither caught in the cords of Adam
nor ensnared in the bonds of death. So
from the ark our father Noah sent

forth the raven from his hands, but it Joined the floating
putrefaction, and nourished thereby a degraded life; whilst the
dove returned into his bosom and brought him in its innocent
beak the olive branch of peace.

To the true dove. His one true spouse, the Holy Spirit sings
that canticle through the choirs of the Church which He
rehearsed to the bride of Solomon: "One is my dove, my
perfect one is but one, the only one of her mother, the chosen
of her that bore her."

"Thou art all fair, 0 my love, and there is not a spot in thee."
"As the lily amongst thorns, so is my love amongst the

daughters."
"Under the apple tree I raised thee up, there was thy mother

corrupted: there was she defiled who bore thee."
"My spouse is as an enclosed garden, and a sealed fountain."
"Put me as a seal upon thy heart, and a seal upon thy arm; for

love is strong as death: jealousy is hard as hell, the lamps
thereof are fire and flames. Many waters cannot quench charity,
neither can the floods drown it."

Clearly the spouse of Solomon is but a figure; and the Holy
Ghost describes another spouse, who is one, who is
immaculate, who is the spouse of eternal Wisdom, and the
mother of the King of our salvation. And if the Church sings
also of herself in this inspired canticle, of all her members, she
sings first of her fairest and firstborn. Of all the redeemed
within her gates, she sings first of the holiest and the most
perfectly redeemed. The Church knows well of whom she sings
when she chants this inspired description in the sacred offices
of Mary. Of all her sons and daughters she sings first and most
of her who, like the Church, is the Mother of all the living. Of
her the Scripture sings, who is the "Fairest among women, and
comely as Jerusalem, and who is terrible to Satan as an army
set in array.

from 'The Immaculate Conception of the.Mother of God' by
Archbishop Ullathome O.S.B.

a great King over all the earth.



Saint Edmund; King and Mar̂ ^
The Great Protector England

3̂̂ his man who had appeared a complete failure turned
out to be the creator of English unity. As William of
Malmesbury begins in his History:- U is an auspicious
circumstance that the first place in my narrative should be
occupied by St.Edmund, who as a patriot prince and King
challenges the first right to the palm of glory among his
sainted fellow countrymen.'
He was killed by the Danes by accident as it were, being

captured when at home at HOXNE without any special
defence. His fame began at once when, being tied to a tree
and shot at with arrows he defended himself with the Holy
Name.He declared to the Viking leader, Hingwar, that he
would not share his Kingdom with barbarians, being
prepared to die and to hold his head high in the eternal
Kingdom of Our Lord Jesus Christ. He continued to utter
the Holy Name until Hingwar beheaded him to silence the
Name of Jesus.
The Victory began when the Dane, carrying Edmund's

head away on his pike, had not gone more than a mile
before he cast it far away into deepest woodland. And so he
lost his trophy, the King of East Anglia's head, which
uttered the Holy Name.... JESUS, JESUS. Edmund's men,
seeking it after gathering up the body, heard a voice calling
'Here,Here,Here,' and discovered it between the feet of a
wolf. And here in the wood they buried him and a small
Mauso leum was bu i l t ove r i t . The F i r s t Shr ine . And
miracles began to happen.

"'A certain blind man and his lad who led him had lost
their way, the sun had set and wild animals made it
dangerous to sleep outside. The lad spots a house, it is the
martyr's tomb, and they lie down using the tomb as a
pillow. Then a 'column of Light' like to a llame fills the
place. 'Up, master,, the house is on fire! The old man
replies..'be quiet-don't worry. Our host tonight is faithful
and true.. Sleep peacefully.' Dawn breaks, and the blind
man saw it is growing light. 'Let us be on our way.' The
lad is astonished- 'How can you see?' The old man
'What I said last night was for real; our host is faithful
a n d t r u e . ' "

Saint Edmund was buried at the end of November- Nov.
20th, 869. A devout follower, Oswen, had a peep into the
tomb to see the relic; 'Good heavens, he now has a thick
beard and long nails. The head must be made tidy- she
combs his hair and clips the nails, placing the cuttings in
a casket. This went on for a long time, until the body was
taken to a shrine at Boedericsworth and cared for by
religious. This was the time which brought him up for
the Chu rch ' s canon i za t i on . A new beau t i f u l wooden
church was created. Pilgrimages began and his story was
recorded by Edmund's armour-bearer, who had been
present at the martyrdom. This well repeated account
was heard by St. Dunstan when he was accompanying a

king. He made a mental note and could repeat the
account- so, it was finally written down by his friend
Abbo of Fleury, who dedicated it to Dunstan with
gratitude.

At this time the incorrupt body was entrusted to a
Benedictine monk, Ailwin from the Hulme monastery in
Norfolk. He was responsible for the next 30 years. He
first looked at his new charge:-
On the chest was a relic of the True Cross which the

king had always worn. The dangerous times of Viking
raids led Ailwin eventually to push his charge to London
for safety. He was shrewd enough to choose a modest
church near St.Paul's, this did not prevent prelates from
offering gold in exchange for the Relic of the True Cross!
After three years Ailwin decided to return to Suffolk and
the Vikings rather than to stay in London. At this time the
King of the Danes, Sweyn Forkbeard, a terrible man who
had killed his own father to gain the throne, had landed
at Gainsborough with the intention of taxing all England,
not excluding the orough of St.Edmund.

Sweyn had not plundered or sacked Boedericsworth
when he decided to ransom England by the levy of a
prodigious tax: he did not exclude the untaxable
patrimony of St. Edmund.

What upset Ailwin was the principle of the thing;
Sweyn was supposed to be a Christian - if only in name,
and should know better. Ailwin hesitated: he was on the

verge of complying when he had a vision. St. Edmund
appeared to him: 'Go and deliver my message to King
Sweyn. Ask him in my name,'why do you tax the people
who pay tribute for none but me?' "I am a terrible
prorector of my own."

Ailwin arrived at Gainsborough on February 1st 1014.
He delivered his message. Sweyn heard him, cursed him
as a fool, and sent him packing. He wasn't worth killing!
Ailwin trundled home arriving at Lincoln on the evening
of February 2nd. That night Sweyn died - it was a terrible
tormented death. Sweyn kept on shouting out that
Edmund had struck him. Anyway he died. The man who
had all England in his grasp was placed in a narrow
coffin and shipped to Denmark for his burial. The one
person that mattered seems to have believed it- Sweyn's
son and heir... King Cnut came and built a great
Benedictine Abbey at Boedericsworth. Ailwin became
t h e n e x t A b b o t . F r o m t h i s t i m e t h e t o w n c a m e t o b e

called the Borough of St. Edmund. Bury St.Edmund's.,
After a long time the relics at Bury were not present,

without any forewarning of their being removed! In the
13th century the claim of their being at Toulouse was
known but not acknowledged. The fact of them now
being kept in St. Semin's Cathedral is a matter of history
which need not detain us. The fact of their presence is

He hath subdued the people under us.



interesting.They were in the lower crypt where the At the time M.Bordier was not a practising Catholic.
Canons duly recited his office and celebrated Mass on "I cannot recollect my feelings as I wandered down the
November 20th each year, as a patron of the town, but he nave. My memory becomes vivid precisely at that point
was becoming fairly shadowy since Edmund was not when, strolling round the deambulatory i noticed a group
kept in the deambulatory cupboards. Then in 1581, of people waiting by a door; they were going to visit the
Edmund Campion was killed at Tyburn. Most of the crypt. As I have said I had time to spare; I joined the
English had no idea of the impact caused by the English group. The guide herded us together on a landing in the
Catholic Martyrs of the Reformation. Apart from Saints upper crypt and started explaining things. I paid no
John Fisher and Thomas More, the only one to receive attention, as, almost straight away, I left the group and
much publicity was certainly Edmund Campion. This went down one of the two staircases which led to the
was not only due to his pre-eminence but also to his lower crypt -1 took the one on the right,
being a Jesuit and the Jesuits were everywhere, "At the bottom, I was in semi-darkness and made my
including Toulouse. As though Campion had not been way very slowly round the crypt, towards the right. I was
enough to revive interest in the name of Edmund, a not looking at anything and I was thinking of nothing. I
second Jesuit was martyred on August 28th 1628 Father remember it as of yesterday; I was in a state of peaceful
Edmund Arrowsmith, but his Relatio, a very moving bliss, of void, of abandonment. Suddenly, at the comer at
eyewitness account certainly came into the Jesuits the far end, I stopped and stood to attention as if on a
l ib rary a t Tou louse. parade ground. ; fo r a few seconds perhaps. Then, ra ther
Precisely at this time 1628, the plague ravaged like waking after a dream, I thought; what am I doing

Toulouse; it went on and on and by the summer of 1631 here? why am I here? In front of me was a vaulted
the situation was desperate. 'All trade was brought to a recess, not very deep but dark and closed off by an iron
halt. Grass was growing in the streets, there was scarcely grille. Inside was a tomb, a sarcophagus, which appeared
a house uncontaminated; children in the streets who had to me to be very old. It was covered with dust. I bowed
lost both parents and all means of support, dying rather my head and at my feet saw an inscription on the base of
by starvation than by disease.' the sarcophagus. I found it difficult to decipher although
Desperate plights suggest desperate remedies. Here it was in large capital letters but worn by the passage of

were these English Edmunds dying for the honour of years:
God while the original Edmund, patron of the City, lay S. EADMUNDUS.
neglected in the lower crypt of St. Semin's... On 1631, "Eadmundus, Edmond - no it couldn't be! The
August 12th, the Chief Magistrate of Toulouse vowed St. Edmund of 'November 20th', from whom I had
publicly and in legal form to repair their neglect of St acquired my Christian name, was an English King: I had
Edmund by giving him proper reliquaries and prayed to looked that up in a dictionary when I was a boy. This
God to end the scourge at his intercession. Forthwith the tomb at Toulouse could not be his - yet at the same time
P l a g u e c e a s e d . I f e l t a n i n t e r i o r c o n v i c t i o n t h a t I h a d b e e n l e d t o t h a t
The vow was only put into effect years later when spot, halted in front of that recess,

normality had returned. On July 16th 1644, the "The group was still in the upper crypt. I climbed the
Archbishop Charles de Montchal, with a host of stairs, and bought a guide book. In a few lines I learned
dignitaries opened the stone sarcophagus inscribed in that the body of St. Edmund, martyred by the Danes on
Big Black Lettering: 'Here lies the venerable body of St. November 20th 870, had been brought to France by
Edmund Martyr, King of England'. Montchal placed the Lewis VIII and left with the Canons of St. Semin's at
skull in one solid silver reliquary while the skeleton was the time of the Albigensian Cmsade" . So far the story is
placed in another of monumental size, also in solid perfectly straightforward. M.Bordier had felt one of
silver, which was placed above a new St.Edmund's altar those moments of extreme reality; it happened to
in the lower crypt and the skull was put in one of the coincide with his discovery of the tomb of his patron
cupboards of the deambulatory., receiving the grateful saint. There was no miracle of conversion; just a vivid
veneration of the people. memory of an intense experience. But when it came it
Edmund keeps appearing and disappearing. In was somehow associated with this experience. Ten years

Toulouse in 1942 a young Frenchman M. Edmund later M.Bordier decided to make a little pilgrimage to
Bordier, was converted to the Faith due to St. Edmund. Toulouse on 20th November in thanksgiving for his
The story appears in M. Bordier's book 'Vivant conversion. "I learned that there would be a Mass of
St. Edmond' (Editions du Cedre 1961):- St. Edmund, as there was each year, at eight o'clock in
"St. Edmund was far from my thoughts on that day in the crypt. When I retumed a few women were waiting at

August, 1942, when I wandered into St. Semin's at the door. 'The keeper opened up and we followed down
Toulouse. I had time to spare between trains and the the stairs, each carrying our chair. I could have found my
friend with whom I had been staying for a few days had way blindfolded to that comer at the far end where i had
said to me: If you like Romanesque architecture you found a dark recess choked with dust, but instead there
ought to look at St.Semin's." was a well-lit chapel, rather omate. At the back stood an

Pand the nations under our feet.



allar and above it a bronze reliquary. The altar frontal
was composed of painted panels and across them in gilt
letters was written:
"S. EADMUNDUS." - The keeper was waiting for me

to lock up. "What has been going on down here?" I
asked. "The tomb behind the grille with the inscription at
my feet at the base of the sarcophagus. Everything has
been changed?" He stared at me: "Nothing has been
changed since the Chapel was restored a hundred years
ago."

"What I had seen twenty years before 1 recognised
immediately when, working on my book 1 came across
the description of the tomb of St. Edmund as it had been
in 1644. THE|HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE LIES IN
T H E FA C T T H AT I T I N D U C E D H I M TO W R I T E H I S
BOOK. It was intended to be a work of piety; it happens
to be very scholarly. For the first time there was a critical
study of the Toulouse evidence. It also brought a revival
of interest at Toulouse in St. Edmund. This led to 1964 to
the discovery in the archives of a complete dossier of
Archbishop .Germain's Commission of 1901-2. This in
turn led to then relics being guaranteed authentic on
historical grounds, worthy to be placed under the altar.
Saint Edmund is proving himself very much alive, that
indeed tradition is for real and he brought M. Bordier not
only to the Faith (and that after the Modernism of Rome
had got rid of it by removing the Traditional Roman
Mass known as the 'Tridentine rite thus effectually
emptying the seminaries and the churches )1 his fight for
tradition is certainly is shown in the book 'Vivant
St. Edmond' revealing the Commission at Toulouse
which authorises the relics of Edmund to be acceptable
for the Altar at Westminster Cathedral despite the
modem objections published here in England before the
opening of the new Cathedral in London. It is a fight for
the defence of tradition, and it hasn't stopped now.
The experts of our age decided that Hoxne in Suffolk

could not be the place of King Edmund's martyrdom so
they looked around for one which suited their ideas.
They chose a place in Norfolk as it sounded more likely.
Mrs. Carey Evans and her husband, the judge, had lived
in Hoxne for many years and she felt irritated by all this.
"I mean, they just wrote Hoxne off completely and they
came up with places of which nobody could remember
any connection with Edmund. You could say it all started
for me because I felt cross." She was not a professional
historian; she has a degree in English and Italian. But she
went to night classes where she leamt to read the crabbed
writing of the Middle Ages. She had time since she was
now a widow, and one of her friends was Barbara
Dodwell the mediaeval historian.

It was Miss Dodwell who gave the first clue: if you
want to prove that something significant happened in a
place you have to establish from the first that the place
was once of great importance. Mrs. Evans already had
Daniel Defoe on her side as he strode through Hoxne in
1724 muttering 'a place out of the way the ancient town

famous for being the place where St. Edmund was
martyred, in honour of whom the famous monastery of
St. Edmund's Bury was founded., which most people
think was the place erroneously, where he was
martyred'. But Defoe had given no proof. Theodred,
10th century bishop of London had to pick up the pieces

a f t e r t h e D a n i s h h o l o c a u s t a n d h a d c h o s e n H o x n e a s h i s

centre/as he gave out legacies to priests at Bury and a
community at Hoxne. Proof that Hoxne had been a place
of significance.

She found also in hunting through bookshops, a poem
by a 14th century monk of Lincolnshire, that there were
two chapels at Hoxne, a mile apart, one at Cross Street in
Hoxne, and the other 'in the wood', it had been rebuilt
and was called the Nework Chapel.

At the Reformation all the chapels were closed down,
as happened to the Cross Street priory, yet the other
chapel was not touched! It was still there in Charles
2nd's reign. How to find it now? Try looking at old tithe
Maps and, yes, in 1842 there is marked a Chapel Piece
(or field) where she hoped to see it one mile from Hoxne.
The final confirmation came in 1990 after she had given
a talk in the village about her search a ploughman said
that after the harvest on Chapel Piece he had seen the
outlines of a very small building in the earth.

For Mrs. Evans this was a journey's end. She called in
the Suffolk County Council archeologist to investigate.
He came, very dutifully, he said; very sceptically, said
Mrs. Evans. "I didn't expect to find anything on the
surface given modem farming methods, only there were!
Fragments of stone and tile, so there had been a building
but no pottery, so not a domestic building". Then we
found fragments of Purbeck marble, which is a rich
burial of some kind, and a piece of a bronze bell. The
archeologist still bemused because he had never
experienced anything like it just by walking over a field.
The chapel was 16 x 28 feet with deep foundations, five
feet down , a high status building put up by an architect,
not a local bodger.

And then Mrs. Evans said "You know the way Edmund
comes and goes Well, the first miracle associated with
him is said to have seen a White Light out of the sky..."
she stopped. "Well, I've seen that light". 'It was years
ago, my husband saw it too and you know what lawyers
are... we were driving down that road behind us. It was
only there for a few minutes that Light. It came out of
the sky, and we could see where it landed.

She smiled, but that was to cover her embarrassment,
"the light landed where in the end we found the chapel."
from Mrs. Carey Evans account of October 1993.
Taken from 'St. Edmund, King and Martyr' by

Fr. Brian Houghton, Parish Priest of Bury.
God is gone up with a shout of joy



St. PaulinuSj ApostCe and Archbishop of York
Feast Day - October 10th

Paulinus is celebrated in the Roman Martyrology and
in thoseof our country, as the apostle of the largest and hiost
powerful of the seven kingdoms of the English Saxons. St.
Augustine being short of labourers, St Gregory the Great, in
601, sent him Mellitus, Justus, Paulinus and Rufinianus
among others, together with sacred vessels, altar-cloths, and
many other ornaments for churches, vestments for priests,
relics of the apostles and martyrs, and many books; decreeing
by letters, that when the northern countries should receive the
Faith, York should be appointed a Metropolitan See, in like
manner with Canterbury.

St. Paulinus upon his arrival, employed his labours in Kent
with great zeal and piety. Edwin, the powerful king of
Northumberland, demanded in marriage Edelburge, princess
in Kent, but was answered by her brother, King Eadbald,
"That a Christian maid could not lawfully marry an idolater,
lest the Faith and its Mysteries should be profaned by the
company of one who was a stranger to the worship of the true
God." Edwin promised entire liberty and protection with
regard to her religion, and expressed his own favourable
dispositions to the same. Hereupon the princess was sent, and
no one being judged more proper to be her guardian angel,
and to undertake this new harvest than Paulinus, he was
ordained bishop by St. Justin, arch- bishop of Canterbury, on
25th July, 625, and accompanied the young queen to her
s p o u s e .

It was a continual affliction to his heart to live in the midst
of a people who were strangers to the true worship of God and
all his tears, prayers and endeavours to make him known and
served by them were at first unsuccessful; for God was
pleased to put his constancy to the test. His prayers were at
length heard. King Edwin was brought over to the Faith in a
wonderful manner as related in his life by St. Bede.It came
about thus:

The year following his marriage, an assassin named Eumer
was sent by the king of the West Saxons to rob king Edwin of
his life and kingdom. On Easter Day Eumer artfully delivered
a message to the king 'and sprang upon him with a poisoned
dagger. Seeing the king's danger, his friend, Lilla, swiftly
sprang forward, acting as bodyguard, but the knife reached
the king through the body of his friend. On the same holy
night of Easter Day, the Queen was delivered of a daughter,
Eafled; the King, saved by his friend, thanked the gods for the
birth of his daughter, but Paulinus thanked Christ and told the
King that it was Christ who gave the Queen a safe and
painfree delivery. The King promised that if God gave him
life and victory over his enemy, he would serve Christ and as
a pledge of this he gave the child to Paulinus to be consecrated
to Christ. So the child together with twelve of the household
received Baptism at Pentecost.

But after returning from a victorious campaign against the
West Saxon king he still equivocated over his own Baptism.
At this time, the Pope, Boniface, sent a letter to the King
urging him to accept the Faith: but the principal factor was a
heavenly vision. Now the vision was this: when his
predecessor Ethelfrid was persecuting him Edwin wandered
as an unknown fugitive for many years through many
kingdoms, until at last he came to Redwald and asked him for
protection against the plots of his powerful enemy. Redwald
gave him a ready welcome and promised to do anything he
asked. But when Ethelfrid heard of this he sent messengers to
Redwald with a large sum of money and asked him to kill
Edwin or hand him over. Hearing nothing he sent again much
more money to bribe the king and threatened war if his

demand was refused. Whatever the reason, Redwald agreed to
this. This plot was revealed by a loyal friend of Edwin, who
went to his room early one night before he had retired and
calling him outside, warned him of the wicked plans, adding:
If you are willing, 1 will guide you at this very hour out of this
province and take you where no one can find you. Edwin
replied: Thank you for your goodwill But 1 cannot be the first
to break the agreement that 1 have made with so great a king,
who has so far done me no harm nor shown any hostility to
me. If 1 must die. I would rather die at his hand than by a hand
less noble2 For what refuge remains to me who have
wandered in every comer of Britain? When his friend left,
Edwin remained sitting sadly alone outside the palace, tossed
in his thought, not knowing what to do or where to turn.

He had remained for a long time in silent thought, when he
saw a man approaching whose face and appearance were
strange to him and whose unexpected arrival caused him
considerable alarm. But the stranger came up and greeted
him, asking why he was sitting alone sadly on a stone,
wakeful and alone at an hour when everyone else was at rest
and asleep. Edwin asked what concern it might be of his
whether he passed the night indoors or out of doors. In reply,
the man said: Don't think that I am unaware why you are sad
and sleepless and why you are keeping watch outside alone. I
know very well who you are, what your troubles are, and what
impending evils you dread. But tell me this: what reward will
you give the man, who- ever he may be, who can deliver you
from your troubles and persuade Redwald not to harm you or
betray you to death at the hands of your enemies? Edwin
answered that he would give any reward in his power in return
for such an outstanding service. Then the other went on: And
what if he also promised , and not in vain, that you should
become king, crush your enemies, and enjoy greater power
than any of your forebears, greater indeed than any king who
has ever been among the English nations? Heartened by these
enquiries, Edwin readily promised that, in return for such
blessings, he would give ample proofs of gratitude. The
stranger then asked a third question: If the man who can
truthfully foretell such good fortune can also give you better
and wiser guidance for your life and salvation than anything
known to your parents and kinsfolk, will you promise to obey
h im and fo l l ow

his salutary advise? Edwin at once promised that he would
faithfully follow the guidance of anyone who could save him
out » 'so many troubles and raise him to a throne. On this
assur.-nce, the man who addressed him laid his right hand on
Edwin's head, saying: When you receive this sign, remember
this occasion and our conversation, and do not delay the
fulfilment of your promise.Hereupon, it is said, he vanished,
and Edwin realised that it was not a man but a spirit who had
appeared to him.

The young prince was still sitting there alone, greatly
heartened by what he had heard, but puzzling over the identity
and origin of

the being who had talked to him, when his loyal friend
approached with a cheerful greeting, and said: Get up and
come inside. You can now cast aside your cares ans sleep
without fear; for the king has had a change of heart. He now
intends you no harm, and means to keep the promise that he
made you. For when he privately told the queen of his
intention to deal with you as I warned, she dissuaded him,
saying that it was unworthy in a great king to sell his best
friend in the hour of need for gold, and worse still to sacrifice
his royal honour, the most valuable of all possessions, for love

and the Lord with the sound of the trumpet.



of money.ln brief, the king did as she advised, and not only
refused to surrender the exiled prince to the envoys of his
enemy but assisted him to recover his kingdom.

While Edwin hesitated to accept the word of God at
Paulinus' preaching, he used to sit alone for hours, as I have
said, earnestly deliberating what he should do and what
religion he should follow. On one of these occasions, the man
of God came to him and, laying his right hand on his head,
enquired whether he remembered this sign. The king
trembled and would have fallen at his feet; but Paulinus
raised him and said in a friendly voice: God has helped you
to escape from the hands of the enemies whom you feared,
and it is through His bounty that you have received the
kingdom that you desired. Remember the third promise that
you made, and hesitate no longer. Accept the Faith and keep
the commands of Him who has delivered you from all your
earthly troubles and raised you to the glory of an earthly
kingdom. If you will henceforth obey His Will, which He
reveals to you through me. He will save you likewise from the
everlasting doom of the wicked and give you a place in His
Etemal Kingdom in Heaven.

When he heard this, the king answered that it was his will
as well as his duty to accept the Faith that Paulinus taught, but
that he must still discuss the matter with his principal advisers
and friends, so that, if they were in agreement with him, they
might all be cleansed together in Christ the Fount of Life.
Paulinus agreed, and the king kept his promise. A great
assembly was called in which the pagan high priest himself
condemned the worship of idols, and liberty was freely given
for any to embrace the Christian Faith. The king was baptised
by St. Paulinus at York on Easter Sunday in 627, together
with his son Osfrid, whom he had by a former wife, and his
niece Hilda. The ceremony was performed in a church of
wood, raised in haste. King Edwin afterwards began one of
stone, which was finished by St. Oswald. Churches and fonts
not being yet built spacious enough for the crowds that
flocked to receive Baptism, St. Paulinus, when the king
resided amongst the Deiri, baptised in the River Swale, near
Cataract, where the king's palace stood,. and which was
anciently a great city, as appears from Ptolomy and others,
though it is now only a small village, named Catterick, with a
bridge, a little below Richmond.
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