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Saint Gatian 

First Bishop of Tours 

(† First Century) 

S 
aint Gatian, a disciple of the 
Apostles and the first bishop of 
Tours, was sent to that city at 

the same time as Saint Denys to Paris, 
Saint Trophimus to Arles, Saint                       
Martial to Limoges, Saint Saturninus 
to Toulouse, Saint Sergius Paulus to 
Narbonne, and Saint Austremoine into 
Auvergne. The Gauls in that region 
were addicted to the worship of their 
ancient idols, to which they had added 
the divinities of Rome. He found them 
enslaved to their various superstitions, 
and began to teach them the vanity of 
idols and the impossibility of a                         
plurality of gods. After dispersing the 
false ideas and fears they had                       
conceived concerning the gods of the 
empire, he presented to them the faith 
of the Gospel and the true God. He 
showed them the necessity of the                 
Redemption and spoke of the Second 
Coming of the Saviour as Judge, when 
He will reward the virtue of those who 
have done good, and exile evildoers to 
a lamentable eternity. 
 

The Saint was often interrupted in his 
instructions by harassers, and when 
denounced to the magistrates, was 
mistreated and threatened with death; 
but no contradictions or sufferings 
were able to discourage or daunt this 
apostle. By his perseverance he gained 
several to Christ. He left the city, 
however, and established a sort of 
headquarters in a rude grotto                          

surrounded by thorn bushes. There he 
celebrated the divine mysteries. His 
splendid virtues, until then unknown 
to this untaught populace, won many 
to recognition of the truth of the                 
religion he taught. He travelled in the 
area, accompanied by his faithful 
disciples, to preach and to exercise 
mercy. There were, it seems, no              
illnesses which he did not cure, nor 
demons which he did not drive away 
with the sign of the Cross. The pagan 
altars began to be abandoned, and it 
was permitted to establish small                
oratories where the faithful could 
assemble. The people learned to sing 
the praises of the true God, and                  
clerics were formed to officiate. Saint 
Gatian established outside the city a 
cemetery for the burial of Christians. 
 

The holy bishop Gatian died at an 
advanced age, having seen Our Lord 
Jesus Christ come to him during his 
last illness to awake him from sleep 
and give him Holy Communion in 
Viaticum; he died seven days later. 
The Cathedral of Tours still                     
possesses a few fragments of his              
relics, which Saint Martin had placed 
in that principal church, but which 
wars and persecutions scattered and 
destroyed in large part. 

The 
Saint 

of 
the 

month 

Saint Gatian’s feastday                                        
is on 18th December 
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Dear Crusaders and Friends, 
 

T 
he season of Advent is starting and 
we should use it to prepare                        
ourselves to celebrate the feast of 

Christmas properly. During Advent, as a 
preparation for the feast of Christmas, the 
liturgy directs us to read some texts from 
the Old Testament, especially some from 
the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah announced the 
coming of the Messiah with great                           
precision. He did not mention His name 
but the description he gave of Him was so 
accurate that we often call his book from 
Holy Scriptures the 5th gospel. Indeed, 
what Isaiah said about the Messiah to 
come was so precise that it is rather like 
recalling His life as the gospel writers did. 

 

In his prophecies 
about the Messiah, 
Isaiah gives many 
qualifying terms to 
describe who this 
person will be. This is 
what he said: “For a 
CHILD IS BORN to 

us, and a son is given to us, and the                        
government is upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called, Wonderful,                      
Counsellor, God the Mighty, the Father of 
the world to come, the Prince of 
Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 
 

The last term used by the prophet Isaiah is 
that of Prince of Peace. Why is Jesus 
Christ Prince of Peace? Saint Augustine 
gave this famous definition of peace 
which is the tranquility of order. From 
this we must say that Jesus Christ is                         
coming to put things in order between 
God and mankind. He is coming to pay 
for the fault of original sin which caused 
all the disorders in the world. 

In this way, when we embrace Our Lord 
in our lives, it is to put things in order. 
This is true for individuals but also for 
nations. By following His example and by 
doing what He told us to do, we are sure 
to achieve order, although it is not an easy 
thing to do. This is why we must pray for 
the grace for ourselves to do so and that 
rulers do it for the good of their countries. 
When we make this effort, despite the 
difficulty, we find a great happiness and 
tranquility on our hearts. 
 

In this way, I invite you to put this order 
in your souls during Advent by making a 
few efforts. Advent is not Lent but they 
both invite to penance based on the same 
conviction: original sin has put disorder in 
our nature and we must correct it                           
otherwise we will never find peace in our 
hearts. Instead of focusing on sin as we do 
during Lent, let us think more of the Will 
of God to have a nice place to dwell in at 
Christmas. It is what He found with Our 
Lady and this is why she was worthy to 
carry Him for nine months. As for us, we 
can carry Him every day; but Christmas is 
a special day to receive Him again in our 
souls with the best dispositions possible. 
 

Try then to say your prayers with more 
attention, not rushing them. Make little 
sacrifices to show the Divine Child that 
what matters at Christmas is to make a 
good Holy Communion. Receive Him as 
a friend and do not neglect Him while He 
is coming to save us. Finally, do not                      
forget a good confession which is the best 
of all means to put this order into our 
souls and to enjoy peace of hearts. 
 

I wish you all a holy season of Advent as 
well as a Merry Christmas to you and 
yours. 
 

Father Vianney Vandendaele + 

Chaplain of EC in Great Britain 

FROM THE CHAPLAIN 
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then walked past the window, pretending 
that she was Papa. 

“No, no!” cried Thérèse. “It really was 
Papa. I saw him. And he looked so old and 
sad!” 

There was no doubt about it. She was in a 
bad state of fright. At once my sisters went 
to the kitchen to question Victoria. Had 
she played a trick on me? Had she                    
pretended to be Papa? Victoria was                     
indignant. She was too busy for tricks. She 
had not left the kitchen for hours. 

Presently they all made a thorough search 
of the garden, but to no avail. Papa was 
not there. Or any stranger. She must have 
imagined the whole thing. 

“Don’t think any more about it,” said          
Marie comfortingly. “Little girls often 
make mistakes.” 

Think no more about it? How she not think 
of it! Yet she did her best to obey. Perhaps 
some day the meaning of what she had 
seen would be clear. In the meantime, her 
heart was filled with sadness. The veil 

which had hidden 
Papa’s face from her: 
did it mean that some 
dreadful misfortune 
was in store for him? 

Two years later         
Leonie finished her 
studies at the Bene-
dictine convent, and 
it was decided that 

O 
ccasionally Papa had to leave The 
Elms because of business affairs. 
One of these trips occurred when 

Thérèse was six years old. A few days 
after he left, she was standing alone at a 
window which overlooked the garden. 
Suddenly her heart gave a great leap. A 
man was walking in the garden. And it 
was Papa! 

“Papa! Papa!” she called excitedly, but 
there was no answer. He did not even turn 
toward the window, but continued to walk 
steadily down the path. Suddenly fear 
seized her. Papa looked so drooped and 
old! And there was a heavy veil over his 
head. What did it mean? And why didn’t 
he pay any attention to his Little Queen? 

Marie and Pauline were in a nearby room. 
Hearing her cries, they hurried to see what 
was wrong. “Why are you calling Papa 
when he is in Alençon?” asked Marie                 
anxiously. “Don’t you know better than 
that, Thérèse?” 

Tears were falling down her cheeks as she 
pointed to the window. “He’s come back!” 
she sobbed. “He walked toward the fir 
trees and then disappeared!” 

Pauline looked at her in amazement. “That 
couldn’t be, child. Papa would never come 
back without letting us know.” 

Thérèse continued to sob, talking brokenly 
about the veil over Papa’s head. Suddenly 
Marie hit upon the explanation that the 
maid, Victoria, had played a trick on her. 
She had put her apron over her head and 

THE LITTLE FLOWER 

The story of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus 

By Mary Fabyan Windeatt 
 

A MYSTERIOUS ILLNESS 
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More next month 

Thérèse should take her place. It was now 
October, 1881, and she was only a few 
months short of her ninth birthday.                      
Everyone felt that it was time for her to 
have other teachers than Pauline. She did 
not agree with this, for she had no desire to 
leave her “Little Mother,” to go into sur-
roundings where everything was new and 
different. Because Papa wished it, howev-
er, Thérèse did not complain and did her 
best to study hard. God blessed these                     
efforts, and before long she was in a class 
of much older girls. The Benedictine nuns 
were pleased with such progress, as was 
the convent chaplain, Father Domin. He 
began to call her his “Little Doctor,” for 
Pauline had been an excellent teacher and 
Thérèse knew quite a bit about religion. 

She was not very happy at school,                  
however. Some of the girls, jealous that a 
nine-year-old should be in their classes, 
plagued her and made her miserable. She 
did not know how to defend herself, nor 
had she any real wish to do so. In her own 
simple way, she thought it was God’s Will 
that she suffer their taunts. But she was 
always cheerful in the late afternoons, 
knowing that soon it would be time to 
return to The Elms. Indeed, Papa and her 
older sisters had no idea that she was so 
unhappy at school. They saw her only 
when she was smiling, grateful for being 
with them again in their pretty home. And 
the fact that she made good marks and was 
nearly always first in a class of much older 
girls pleased them very much. 

“It’s a good thing that we sent Thérèse to 
school,” said Papa one day. “She’s getting 
along splendidly.” 

Céline and their little cousins, Jane and 
Marie Guérin, were quite happy at the 
Benedictine convent. They were not as 
sensitive as Thérèse and no one bothered 
to tease them. One day, as we walked 
home together from school, Marie and 

Thérèse decided to play one of their                 
favourite games. 

“Hermits are not interested in the world,” 
she told her cousin. “Marie, I’m going to 
pretend that I’m a really holy hermit. I’ll 
shut my eyes and you can lead me down 
the street.” 

Generally Marie liked the games Thérèse 
suggested, but this time she thought her 
part no fun at all. “Why can’t I be a                   
hermit, too?” she asked. “Why do I have to 
lead you?” 

Finally they decided they 
could both be hermits. 
They would shut their 
eyes and only the very 
holiest thoughts would be 
theirs. So it was done, 
and for a time all went 
well. They were really 
model hermits. Then sudden calamity 
struck as they  bumped into a display of 
vegetables outside a grocery store. There 
was a fearful clatter and thudding as piles 
of crates tumbled down around them.               
Instantly their eyes shot open on a terrify-
ing scene. Vegetables were rolling all over 
the sidewalk, and the grocer, startled at the 
commotion, was rushing to the door. 

“Why don’t you look where you’re                 
going?” he roared angrily. “Such stupid 
children!” 

They took one look at the damage, at the 
grocer, then started to run. Only when they 
had put a safe distance between them-
selves and the grocery store did they              
venture to stop for breath. 

“We mustn’t play at hermits again!”             
panted Marie, frightened and dismayed. 
“It’s too dangerous!” 

Thérèse agreed, sadly. Undoubtedly it was 
best for hermits to live far away from           
grocery stores. 
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Thanksgiving 

 

W 
hen we come from Holy Communion if someone asked us: 
What are you bringing into your house? You would be able to 
say: I am bringing heaven. it is really true, but we have not 

sufficient faith. We do not understand our dignity. When we leave the 
altar rails we are as happy as the Magi would have been if they had 
been able to carry off the Infant Jesus. After each of your                             
Communions, listen to Our Lord present in your heart, converse with 
Him, invite the Blessed Virgin to thank Him for you, and keep                     
recollected all day. The most elementary politeness and our own                   
interest make thanksgiving a duty for us. 
 

1. WE MUST LISTEN TO WHAT GOD SAYS. 
 

When you have received Holy Communion, rise up 
reverently, return to your place and kneel down; do 
not at once take your book or your beads. I do not 
like to see people begin to read as soon as they have 
come from the altar. Oh no, of what use are the 
words of men when it is the good God who speaks? 
We must be like someone who is curious and who 
listens at doors. We must listen to what the good 
God says at the door of our heart. 

 

2. WE SHOULD CONVERSE WITH JESUS. 
 

Converse for a little while with Jesus Christ whom you are fortunate to 
possess in your heart, Body and Soul, as He was formerly during His 
life on earth. Ask Him for all the graces you desire for yourself and 
others; the good God will not be able to refuse you anything if you              
offer Him His Son, and the merits of His Passion and death. 

EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION 
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3. WE SHOULD MAKE ACTS OF THANKSGIVING. 
 

Make your acts of thanksgiving after Holy                 
Communion. Then invite the Blessed Virgin, all 
the angels and all the saints to thank God with 
you. Sometimes when St. Teresa had the great 
happiness of receiving Communion, the angels 
came down in a crowd from heaven, and seemed 
to make it their delight to unite her to praise the 
Saviour that she possessed in her heart. Many 
times she was seen borne by angels to the altar. 
They carried her on a high seat. 

 

Do not leave immediately after Mass, but stay a little while to ask the 
good God to strengthen you in your good resolutions. 
 

4. WE SHOULD KEEP RECOLLECTED. 
 

When you go out of the church, do not stop to talk, keep recollected, 
thinking of your happiness in possessing Jesus Christ in your heart. 
You must go home and watch over your thoughts, words and actions, 
that you may preserve intact the grace of the good God. You take a 
glass of spirit and cork it well. You preserve the spirit as long as you 
wish. In the same way, if you keep recollected after Communion, you 
feel for a long time this burning fire which will inspire you with a                
delightful leaning towards good and a strong repugnance for evil. 
 

5. WE SHOULD CARRY THE EFFECT OF HOLY COMMUN-
ION INTO OUR WHOLE DAY. 
 

If you have a little time between your duties spend it in good reading or 
a visit to the Blessed Sacrament to thank the good God for the favour 
that He did you in the morning. Occupy yourself as little as possible 
with worldly affairs on the day of your Communion. 
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THE Life of christ 
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ENGLISH AND WELSH MARTYRS 

J 
ohn Roberts, sprung from one of the finest old Welsh                
families, was born in 1577, the eldest son of Robert and Anna 
of Rhiw Goch Farm, Trawsfynydd. His father had conformed 

to the State religion which had been forced upon Wales by the              
Tudors, so John was not brought up a Catholic. But his early                 
education was given him by a former monk who had been forced to 
leave nearby Cymer Abbey after Henry VIII's dissolution of the 
monasteries. From this aged priest he learned much of the ancient 
traditions of Wales, so that he found himself yearning to unite             
himself with the Church of his forefathers. 

 

In 1596 he went to Oxford, to St. John’s College where he became under the influence of 
that brilliant scholar, Leander Jones, who was soon to be expelled from the College for 
embracing the Old Faith. He it was who blazed the trail which John was to follow. After 
two years, John Roberts went to London, to Furnival’s Inn, to study Law; and there he 
was to be influenced by another Welsh student, Augustine Baker, who became a Catholic 
and Benedictine. These three men, devoted to Wales, and brought up outside the church, 
were within years to become responsible for the restoration of the Rule of St. Benedict to 
this island. 
 

As he was not suspected of any Catholic leanings, John had no difficulty in leaving              
England for the Continent. In 1598 he made his way to Paris where he was received into 
the Church at Notre-Dame Cathedral by one of the Canons, Louis Godebert. He then           
declared his wish to become a priest. He went to the English College at Valladolid in           
October 1598. Then, a year later, together with Leander Jones, he was admitted to the 
novitiate of the monastery of St. Benedict in the same city. Later he was professed at the 
Abbey of St. Martin as Juan de Mervinia - Brother John of Wales. In 1602 he was             
ordained priest at Salamanca, and was ready to return to the battlefield. From Pope               
Clement VIII, he received his mission to go to England, the first Benedictine to do so. 
Then, on the feast of St. Stephen the Proto-Martyr, he set forth with Dom Augustine 
Bradshaw, only to be arrested as soon as he reached London and shipped back to France. 
 

Not in the least disheartened, Dom John went at once to Douai and became active in the 
plans to establish there an English Benedictine College. Then came news of the outbreak 
of a severe epidemic of the plague (the Black Death) in London and he lost no time in 
coming back to London, for the simple purpose of ministering to those poor Catholics 
who were in danger of dying without the Sacraments. He was again captured and                  
imprisoned, until, through the good offices of the French Ambassador, he was again          
deported to France. 
 

 

Blessed John Roberts, OSB, 1610 
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He founded an English priory of Benedictine monks in Douai, northern France, which led 
to the establishment of St. Gregory's monastery. This continued as the house for the             
training of Benedictines for the English Mission until the French Revolution when it was 
transplanted to English soil and eventually became Downside Abbey in Bath. 
 

On 5th November 1605, while Justice Grange was searching the house of Mrs. Percy, first 
wife of Blessed Thomas Percy, who was involved in the Gunpowder Plot, he found             
Roberts there and arrested him. Though acquitted of any complicity in the plot itself,              
Roberts was imprisoned in the Gatehouse Prison at Westminster for seven months and 
then exiled again in July 1606. 
 

Roberts returned to England on October 1607 and in December he was again arrested and 
placed in the Gatehouse at Westminster, from which he escaped after some months. After 
his escape, he lived for about a year in London, but in May 1609 was re-captured and 
taken to Newgate Prison. He might have been executed, but Antonie de la Broderie, the 
French ambassador, interceded on his behalf, and his sentence was reduced to banishment. 
 

Roberts again visited Spain and Douai, but returned to England, for a fifth time, within a 
year. He was captured again on 2nd December 1610; the arresting men arrived just as he 
was finishing saying Mass in a house, having been followed by former priest turned spy, 
John Cecil, who had compiled a dossier on the Blessed John Roberts for James I. He was 
taken to Newgate in his vestments together with another priest Blessed Thomas Somers. 
They were each charged with being a priest within the realm. At his trial, in answer to the 
charge he replied, “I try to lead back to the right paths the poor wandering souls who you 
and your foolish ministers have led astray. If I deceive, then were our ancestors deceived 
by Blessed St. Augustine, Apostle of the English. The same Faith that he preached, I now 
preach.” For this he was condemned to die. It was the great feast of Our Lady on                      
8th December 1610. 

 

On 10th December, he and Fr. Somers were dragged to                
execution on a hurdle over a muddy road to Tyburn,                    
accompanied by sixteen criminals who rode there in a cart. 
Even while waiting his turn with the butchers, he was able, by 
the grace of God, to bring about the conversion of one of the 
unhappy beings. To the very last Blessed John Roberts was a 
priest of God, fulfilling his sacred duty. Blessed John Roberts 
was thirty three years of age at his death. It was usual for the 
prisoner to be disembowelled while still alive, but he was 
very popular among the poor of London because of the              
kindness he had shown them during the plague and the large 
crowd which gathered at his execution would not allow this. 

They insisted he be hanged to the death so as not to feel the pain. His heart was then held 
aloft by the executioner who proclaimed: "Behold the heart of the traitor!" But the angry 
crowd did not provide the standard response of: "Long live the King!" There was deathly 
silence. 
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By this rubric giving thoughts on Fraternal Charity, the Crusaders 
ought to find help in the practice of their motto: Pray—Make      
sacrifices—Receive Holy Communion—Be an Apostle. Indeed, these 
four practices are simply four ways of practising the great virtue of 
Charity, which is the link of perfection. These thoughts can be used, 
as well, as source of meditation for knights and handmaids. 
 
 

CHARITY IS ALWAYS AMIABLE 

 

Jesus Christ is amiable toward those who have faults 

 

He lives three years with twelve fishermen, people of no 
education, without refinement or good breeding, and their 
want of manners did not anger Him; He never treats them 
with mortifying words, or an act calculated to give pain. 
He suffers everything from them without making them 
suffer anything, without allowing to escape Him, with 
regard to even those whom He knew would deny Him, 

betray Him, or abandon Him, one word or one glance which would wound them. He lives in 
the midst of them, less as their master than their servant, to teach us to be amiable even toward 
those who displease us by their character, by their wrong-headedness, or the vices of their 
heart. And we who, spite of all our faults, expect that others should be amiable toward us, by 
what right do we require that others should be without defects in order that we should be                
amiable toward them? 

 

Jesus Christ is amiable to His enemies 
 

They overwhelm Him with insults, call Him a Samaritan and a man possessed by the devil, and 
He calmly answers them, “Which of you shall convince Me of sin?” (John 8:46). They want to 
stone Him, and He contents Himself with saying to them, “Many good works I have shown 
you; for which of those works do you stone Me?” (John 10:32). Judas betrays Him with a kiss 
and He calls him His friend (Matthew 26:50). Herod delivers Him up to public derision; the 
soldiers scourge Him and crown Him with thorns; 
the people declare Him to be worse than the robber 
and the homicide Barabbas; His executioners                  
crucify Him, and in the midst of all His enemies, 
who are so unjust and so barbarous, He does not 
allow a look, a word, a gesture, expressive of               
displeasure to escape Him. Alas! is it thus we treat 
our enemies? The least offence excites in us               
coldness, antipathies, desires of vengeance,               
rancours, an odious mixture of pride and baseness. 
Let us examine our conscience upon so important a 
point of Christian morals. 

KINDNESS: the Bloom of CHarity 



December 2017 Hostia 13 

 

HOLY souls corner 

T 
he Heroic Act of Charity is an offering, a voluntary 
gift, of all personal works of satisfaction we may 
perform during our lives, and of all the suffrages we 

may receive after our death, to be applied to the relief of the 
souls in Purgatory. We place all in the hands of the ever 
blessed Virgin, praying her to dispose of them as it may 
please her in favour of the faithful departed. Though this 
offering has been approved by several Popes, and enriched 
by many indulgences, some objections have been made to it, 
as considered in the following paragraphs. 
 

Some are reluctant to give up all control of their spiritual riches by disposing all for the 
suffering souls, and imagine they will arrive at their judgement empty handed. But this           
reasoning is false. A simple explanation of the teaching of theology on this point will be 
sufficient to assure us that we shall lose nothing, but in reality gain much by this holy             
practice. Each of our good works, performed in the state of grace, ordinarily possesses a 
triple value in the sight of God. 1. The work is meritorious, that is to say, it increases our 
merit; it gives us right to a new degree of glory in Heaven. 2. It is impetratory, meaning, 
like a prayer, for it has the virtue of obtaining some grace from God. 3. It is satisfactory, 
because it can satisfy Divine Justice and pay our debts of temporal punishment before God. 
 

The merit is inalienable, and remains the property of the person who performs the action. 
On the contrary, the impetratory and satisfactory value can benefit others, in virtue of the 
Communion of Saints. This understood, let us put this practical question: What are the            
suffrages by which, according to the doctrine of the Church, we may aid the Souls in             
Purgatory? 
 

They consist of prayers, alms, fasts, and penances of any kind, indulgences, and above all 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. All the works performed in the state of grace Our Lady 
offers to the Divine Majesty for the relief of our brethren in Purgatory, and God applies 
them to those Souls according to His Justice and Mercy. By this admirable arrangement, 
whilst protecting the rights of His Justice, our Heavenly Father multiplies the effects of His 
Mercy. The merciful assistance which He allows us to give to our suffering brethren is of 
excellent profit to ourselves. It is a work not only advantageous to the departed, but also 
holy and salutary for the living. 
 

So the Heroic Act does in no way despoil us of all the merit of our good works. In fact, it 
multiplies them a hundredfold. And who knows what myriads of glorified souls will show 
their gratitude to us for their early release from that dreadful place of suffering, into light 
eternal. 
 

Heavenly Father, in union with the merits of Jesus and Mary, I offer to Thee for the sake 
of the poor souls all the satisfactory value of my works during life, as well as all that will 
be done for me after death. I give Thee my all through the hands of the Immaculate              
Virgin Mary that she may set free whatever souls she pleases, according to her heavenly 
wisdom and mother's love for them. Receive this offering, O God, and grant me in return 
an increase of Thy grace. Amen. 
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Chapter 28. The God-Man 
 

Throughout the centuries God sent prophets to predict different events 
and facts concerning the promised Saviour. Among the most important 
prophets were Jeremias, Isaias, Daniel, and Ezechiel. Daniel predicted 
the exact time of the birth of the Redeemer. He said His kingdom would 
have no end, and would embrace all kingdoms. Isaias prophesied that the Messias would be born of a 
virgin, would be both God and Man, and would die patiently and willingly like a lamb for our sins. 

 

What is the chief teaching of the Catholic Church about Jesus Christ? 
 

The chief teaching of the Catholic Church about Jesus Christ is that He is God made man. 
 

1. Christ Himself said that He is God. The Jews understood His claim 
literally, and He was condemned to death for blasphemy, for                   
making Himself the Son of God. 

 

Christ said: "All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me" (Matthew 
28:18). "And the high priest said to him, 'I adjure thee by the living God that thou tell 
us whether thou art the Christ, the Son of God.' Jesus said to him, 'Thou hast said 
it'" (Matthew 26:63). "I and the Father are one" (John 10:30). 

 

2. Christ proved His claims by wonderful miracles, by prophecies, by His knowledge of all 
things, and by the holiness of His life. 

 

These miracles Christ worked in His own name, not as His followers did, who worked in the name of God. He 
simply said: "I will, be thou made clean" (Matthew 8:3). 

 

Christ Himself appealed to His miracles as a testimony of the truth of His doctrines and divinity, saying: "If you are 
not willing to believe me, believe the works" (John 10:38). Christ foretold future events. Among other things, He 
predicted His passion, death, and resurrection, the treason of Judas and the perpetuity of His Church.  

 

3. The Apostles, the followers of Christ Himself, plainly taught that Christ is God, and died 
in testimony of their faith. 

 

St. John says: "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God." "And the Word 
was made Flesh." St. Paul writes: "In him (Christ) dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily" (Colossians 2:9). 
St. Thomas openly professed the divinity of Christ when he said: "My Lord and my God" (John 20:28). St. Peter 
said: "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God." 

 

4. The Church teaches that Jesus Christ is God. Its teachings have spread throughout all 
nations, in spite of untold obstacles. 

 

The Church has grown by the simplest of means, its spread ever accompanied by wonderful miracles, by which God 
designs to show forth the truth of the Church. The doctrine of the divinity of Christ is the foundation of the                
Christian religion. 

 

5. Even the enemies of the Catholic Church have admitted their belief in the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. 

 

Napoleon, about to die, said: "I know men, but Jesus Christ was more than man. My men deserted me in the field 
when I was there leading them. Christ's army has been faithful for centuries. A Leader who has an army which 
functions though He is dead is not man." 

MY CATHOLIC FAITH 
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December 3rd: First Sunday of Advent 
The Church continues to impress on us the idea of the Second Coming of Our Lord, 
and the importance of being ready then. The First Coming in the Crib in Bethlehem is 
in view of our salvation and of our Judgement on the last day. Let us adore in God 
His infinite Wisdom and Goodness. 

December 8th: The Immaculate Conception 

Our Lady was preserved from Original sin because she was to become the Mother of 
God and save us with Her son. 

December 10th: Second Sunday of Advent 
St John the Baptist, the Precursor of Our Lord, teaches us to follow the Master. 

December 17th: Third Sunday of Advent - Gaudete! REJOICE 

The Church rejoices in the   
middle of Advent, because the 
coming of Our Lord is near and 
He will deliver us from sin. 

December 20th, 22nd and 23rd: 
Ember days of Winter 

We are invited to pray and do 
some penance as we enter the 
new season of winter. 

December 24th: Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 
We are in the last days before 
the Nativity. Let us double our 
efforts to prepare our hearts for 
the King coming to us. 

December 25th: NATIVITY OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

CHRISTMAS is the most joyful 
time of the year for children and 
it is celebrated with gifts and 
banquets. Let us remember that 
Jesus comes to us, for us, and 
we must give ourselves to Him. 

Liturgy this month 

The Our Father - 4 

Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven 

The month of December  
 

is dedicated to 
 

the Holy Child Jesus 
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The Crusader prays, receives Communion, makes sacrifices  
and shows good example for the intention that is given him  

each month by Bishop Bernard Fellay,  
successor of Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre  

as Superior General of the Society of Saint Pius X 
 
 

PRAYER COMMUNION 

SACRIFICE APOSTOLATE 

Remember that all the good works and prayers  
from your treasure sheets are given each month to Bishop Fellay  

and His Excellency offers them at his Mass  
on the first Saturday of every month. 

SEPTEMBER 2017 RESULTS 

The Intention was for Our Lord to reign over civil society 

 

Treasure 
Sheets 

returned 

Morning 
Offering 

Masses 

Communions 

Sacrifices 

Decades 

of the 
Rosary 

Visits to 

 Blessed 
Sacrament 

15 mins 

of medita-
tion 

Good 

Example Sac. Spirit. 

 8 240 53 51 3 13 1220 116 13 203 

 

December 2017 Intention: 
For peace in souls and peace from war 

 

Daily offering   

To be recited every morning when you wake up 
 

O 
Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary,  

I offer Thee all my prayers, works, joys  
and sufferings of this day,  

for all the intentions of Thy Sacred Heart,  
in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass  

throughout the world, and in reparation for my sins.  
I offer them particularly   

for peace in souls and peace from war 

Eucharistic Crusade, St Michael’s School 
Harts Lane, Burghclere, Newbury, Berks RG20 9JW, UK 
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