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Saint Thomas 
Apostle and Martyr 

(† First Century) 
 S aint Thomas was one of the   fish-

ermen on the Lake of Galilee 
whom Our Lord called to be His 

Apostles. By nature slow to believe, too 
apt to see difficulties and to look at the 
dark side of things, he had nonetheless a 
very sympathetic, loving, and coura-
geous heart. 
 
When Jesus spoke to His apostles of His 
forthcoming departure, and told His 
faithful disciples that they already knew 
the Way to follow Him, Saint Thomas, 
in his simplicity, asked: “Lord, we know 
not whither Thou goest, and how can we 
know the way?” 
 
When the Master during a journey 
turned back to go toward Bethany, near 
Jerusalem, to the grave of Lazarus, the 
apostle Thomas, knowing of the       
malevolent intentions of the Jerusalem 
religious authorities, at once feared the 
worst for his beloved Lord. Yet he cried 
out bravely: Let us go then and die with 
Him! 
 
After the Resurrection his doubts     
prevailed, and while the wounds of the 
crucifixion remained vividly imprinted 
in his affectionate memory, he could not 
credit the report that Christ had risen. 
But at the actual sight of the pierced 
hands and side, and the gentle rebuke of 
his Saviour, his unbelief vanished    
forever. His faith and ours have always 
triumphed in his joyous utterance: “My 
Lord and my God!” 

That Saint Thomas, after the dispersion 
of the Apostles, went to India, where 
he laboured and died at Mylapore, is a 
certain fact of history. The Roman  
Breviary states that he preached in 
Ethiopia and Abyssinia, as well as in 
Persia and Media. Surely his was a 
remarkable history, reserved for the 
inhabitants of Christ's glory to see in 
its fullness some day. 
 
Before he died in Mylapore, he erected 
a very large cross and predicted to the 
people that when the sea would      
advance to the very foot of that cross, 
God would send them, from a far-
distant land, white men who would 
preach to them the same doctrine he 
had taught them. This prophecy was 
verified when the Portuguese arrived in 
the region, and found that the ocean 
had advanced so far as to be truly at the 
foot of the cross. At the foot of this 
cross was a rock where Saint Thomas, 
while praying fervently, suffered his 
martyrdom by a blow from the lance of 
a pagan priest. This happened, accord-
ing to the Roman Breviary, at       
Calamine, which is in fact Mylapore, 
for in the language of the people the 
word Calurmine means on the rock 
(mina). The name was given the site in 
memory of the Apostle's martyrdom. 

The 
Saint 

of 
the 

month 

Saint Thomas’ feastday                                        
is on 21st  December 
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 Dear Crusaders and Friends, 
 L et us thank God for the day of 

recollection we had last October 
at St. Michael’s School. We had 

the joy to receive 9 new pages and to 
promote 14 children to the grade of 
Crusader, 3 to the grade of knight and 6 
to grade of handmaid. What does that 
mean? It means that some have joined 
and others, already members, have  
decided to do more for the Eucharistic 
Crusade. 
 Indeed, we need to implore many more 
blessings from God, who wants to grant 
His graces as an answer to the generos-
ity of souls which particularly try to 
follow His Holy Will. You are these 
souls, and the way of doing so is to 
keep your promises of prayer and    
sacrifices. 
 Advent has started already. It is a good 
time for keeping your promises with 
generosity in order to be pleasing to 
God. During the season of Advent we 
ought to put order into our life, in order 
to get our hearts ready for the coming 
of Our Lord at Christmas.  
 Saint John the Baptist has 

indicated what this order 
is. He said: “Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord: make 
straight His paths: every 
valley shall be filled: and 
every mountain and hill 
shall be brought low, and 

the crooked shall be made straight, and 
the rough ways plain: and all flesh shall 
see the salvation of God.” 

FROM THE CHAPLAIN The valley, which shall be filled, repre-
sent the lack of virtue we have, and we 
should increase our virtues by doing our 
duties with obedience and charity. The 
mountains and hills, to bring down, 
represent all our faults we commit and 
should be removed, especially by the 
practice of humility and piety. The most 
important thing is to make straight the 
path, that is to have a purity of inten-
tion, without which we divert and don’t 
tend to the right goal. We ought to do 
everything for the sake of God and as a 
consequence for the benefit of our 
souls. If we assure that, God will be 
able to come straight into our heart on 
Christmas Day. For, the reception of 
Holy Communion on Christmas Day 
should be our greatest present to us on 
that Feast Day. 
 During this month of December, we 
shall keep in our prayers all Christians 
who are persecuted for their faith all 
over the world. They are persecuted 
because they believe that God sent His 
Son Our Lord Jesus Christ, God made 
man, in order to save mankind. People 
do not want to believe in this because it 
leads to the obligation to follow His 
Commandments. We believe in this 
great mystery and therefore we want to 
follow God’s Commandments because 
we know that it is the only way to go to 
Heaven. 
 I wish you a holy season of Advent and 
also a Merry Christmas in the joy of the 
birth of the Saviour, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 God bless you all and your families. 
 Father Vianney Vandendaele + 

Chaplain of EC in Great Britain 

FROM THE CHAPLAIN 
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SAINT MARTIN OF PORRES The story of the little  
doctor of Lima, Peru 
By Mary Fabyan Windeatt 

But he couldn’t ar-
gue now. The Prior 
had spoken, and he 
had to obey. At least 
his parents and his 
great-uncle up in 
Guayaquil would be 
happy about the new 

honour. And Jane, too. She had been 
married recently and was now living in 
Lima. 
“God’s Will, not mine, be done!” said 
Martin finally. “With His help I shall try 
to be a really good lay Brother.” 
Although he became a lay Brother,  
Martin’s duties about the convent were 
still the same. He swept the halls; tended 
those who were sick; looked after the 
clothesroom; fed the poor and worked in 
the garden, raising vegetables for the 
kitchen and flowers for the different 
altars and shrines. Sometimes, under the 
warm sun, Martin thought how good it 
was to be busy, to have a chance to be 
useful to others. Our Lord, when He had 
lived on earth, had always been busy, 
not for Himself but for others. Now, 
though, how few people ever thought of 
the blessedness of work! They com-
plained about their job. They dreamed of 
the day when they would have made 
enough money so that they could live in 
idleness. But martin knew such thoughts 
were wrong. To work, when that work is 
offered to God in union with the merits 
of Christ, is one of the most wonderful 
things a person can hope for in this 
world. 

M artin had only been back at 
Santo Domingo a short time 
when the Prior gave him a 

piece of startling news. He, Martin de 
Porres, was not to be a servant in the 
convent any more. Instead, he was to be 
a lay Brother, a member of the First  
Order of St. Dominic. 
“But I’m not worthy, Father Prior!” 
cried Martin. “I don’t want such an   
honour. I just want to be useful, to work 
in the garden and the kitchen…” 
“There’s no use arguing, Martin. Every-
one here thinks you should have been a 
lay Brother long ago. So, just to set your 
mind at rest, I’m going to order you to 
be one. There will be the usual         
ceremony and you can send word to 
your parents and your sister and any 
other friends who might like to come.” 
“Yes, Father Prior,” said Martin. 
For the rest of the day he could think of 
nothing else. He was to be a lay Brother! 
To make a solemn promise in front of 
many people that from now on he was 
especially God’s own friend! And     
because of the solemn promise, every 
little thing he did, for the rest of his life, 
would have more merit in God’s sight! 
Of course he knew his own good    
qualities. He knew that God had     
showered upon him many blessings. But 
these were only gifts, gifts to be used for 
God’s glory and the salvation of souls. 
To God belonged the credit for any good 
he had done – to himself, only blame for 
not doing more. That is why he felt so 
unworthy of any honour. 

THE NEW LAY BROTHER 
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More next month 

One morning, as Martin was pruning 
some roses in the garden, he heard a 
great flapping of wings and a wounded 
bird fluttered helplessly to the ground. It 
made harsh little cries and its bright, 
beady eyes looked up at Martin as 
though to ask for help. 
“My goodness!” cried the new lay 
Brother, dropping his pruning knife. 
“What can be the matter here?” And he 
bent down over the bird to find that one 
of its legs had been broken. Perhaps 
some boys had thrown a stone; or maybe 
some kind of trap had caused the injury. 
At once Martin began to set the bone 
and protect it with a splint. 
“Brother bird,” he said, “don’t worry. 
You may live here in our garden until 
you are well. See that fountain? You 
will always find cool water there to 
drink. And I will bring you food       
myself.” 

The bird seemed 
to understand 
what Martin was 
saying. At least, 
it no longer 
seemed afraid, or 
in pain. But just 
as Martin was 
getting ready to 

start his pruning again, he saw a lame 
dog coming painfully toward him. The 
animal was dreadfully thin and his black 
coat was caked with dust and blood. At 
the pitiful sight Martin sighed. Here was 
still another of God’s creatures in     
trouble. 
“You were in a fight, weren’t you, old 
fellow? Come here, and let me look at 
you.” 
 

The black dog came 
to Martin and put 
his head against the 
white habit. He was 
making sad little 
moans. “Well,” said 
Martin, his gentle 
fingers parting the 
rough black hair, 
“you’ve been bitten by some other dog. 
And you’ve got a lame leg, too. What 
shall I do with you?” 
The dog’s soft brown eyes looked up at 
Martin pitifully, and the lay Brother 
laughed in spite of himself. “Don’t look 
so sad,” he said. “I’m sure things aren’t 
that serious. But first we’d better wash 
that bite and get some ointment and a 
bandage to keep it clean. Come along, 
brother dog, and we’ll see what we can 
do.” 
So Martin started off for the convent, the 
dog limping after him, and soon the two 
were in his bare little cell. In just a few 
minutes, the young man’s skillful     
fingers had cleansed the wound and  
bandaged it. The black dog wagged his 
tail. He was already beginning to feel so 
much better. 
“And now we’ll see about that lame 
leg,” said Martin. But even as he spoke, 
a bell rang in the distance. It was dinner 
time. The lay Brother patted the black 
dog’s head. 
“I’ll have to go now,” he said. “But 
don’t worry. I’ll be back. You just lie 
quietly on my bed and don’t get into any 
trouble while I’m gone. Understand?” 
The black dog’s tail wagged again. He 
was only too happy to do what this kind 
young man told him. 
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 The Tabernacle— 
an open Treasure 

 J esus is ever with us in the holy Tabernacle. He is with us in the fullness of His God-
head, and in the splendour of His glorified Humanity. He has erected His dwelling 
upon the altar, and He finds His delight among the children of men (Proverbs 8:13). 

Full of infinite love for us and full of the most touching compassion for our weakness and 
poverty, He offers us the immeasurable riches of His Divine treasures of grace. 
 
O, wonderful Mystery of Divine Love! Thou containest Jesus, the Source of all grace, the 
most precious Treasure! All the mysteries of His life, Passion and death are united in one; 
all the merits He has acquired are gathered here—gathered for you, happy soul, for each 
one of us. Here is contained the Incarnation, the Redemption, all the graces of sanctifica-
tion and blessedness, yea, all that Jesus gave, could give and wished to give—all that He 
is and has. The father has given everything into His hand and with Him has given us   
everything (Romans 8:32). 
 
Streams of graces and blessings flow from the living and personal 
presence of our Divine Saviour in the holy Tabernacle into the 
hearts of those who approach Him with humility and confidence. 
As a flood of rays emanates from the sun and diffuses over the 
whole earth, so do the rays of grace flow from the Sacred Host 
and sink into every faithful, contrite heart. 
 
Never does a soul that is penetrated with a lively faith approach 
Jesus and go away without being enriched. If we ourselves did not 
sow many weeds in the garden of our soul, He would soon have it 
covered with the treasures of grace. 
 
In His unbounded love, Jesus most ardently desires us to come and take from Him the 
graces He extends to us, as though they were a burden which He could no longer support. 
Nothing, not even the sense of our unworthiness and sinfulness, should deter us from  
appearing before Him: Yea, the poorer we are, the more often should we hasten to the 
Divine Treasury that we may become enriched. The weaker we are, the more frequently 
should we approach the Divine Fountain of Grace, that we may be revived and strength-
ened. 
 
Here, in the holy tabernacle, is the wonderful pool of Bethsaida, that is, the “house of 
mercy” or “place of healing,” in which the Divine matters of grace are constantly in    
motion. Here every person can obtain the health of his soul, and if it be the Will of God, 
the health of his body likewise. 

EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION 
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Are you sick in soul? Does the weight of your sins press you down? Are you blind? Are 
you wanting in the necessary light and knowledge on the path of salvation? Are you lame? 
Do you desire to make more rapid progress in virtue, but find yourself unable? Are you 
exhausted? Do your strength and energy flag when you are striving for grace and merit? 
Oh, then come to the Divine place of healing, to Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament. He 
will help you, He will heal you! He is present here, not for the Angels, but for you, O 
happy child of man! And He wills that you do not fear, that you do not hesitate, but that 
you come with joy and confidence and ask much of Him. 
 A most encouraging Revelation 
 
That Our Lord desires us to ask Him for many and great graces He revealed to St. 
Mechtilde in a clear and wonderful manner. Once when she was overwhelmed with fear 
before God and considered herself unworthy of His Divine mercy, she seemed to hear the 
Heavenly Father speak: “Go to the Mother of My Son and ask her to give thee her Child 
with all the treasures with which I gave Him to her and to the whole world for its salva-
tion.” 

 
The Saint found the Infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 
the crib; and He said to her, “Behold, as soon as I had entered the 
world, My Mother bound Me in swathing bands, so that I could 
move neither hands nor feet. Thereby, My Heavenly Father wished 
to indicate: ‘Come, draw near, and take of the treasures which this 
little Child has brought from Heaven, for since a newborn infant, 
whose hands and feet are closely bound, cannot defend itself, every-
thing may be taken away.’ 

 
“And again, when in death I left this world, the executioners fastened My hands and feet 
with iron nails to the Cross; and My Father seemed to say, ‘Come, draw near, and take 
the treasures which My Divine Son merited for you by His life, Passion and death. For 
whoever is thus fastened hands and feet with nails cannot restrain anymore from depriving 
him of his property.’ 
 
“And here in the Blessed Sacrament I have deposited all the merits of My earthly life, 
Passion and death: all My goods, Divine and human. Therefore men may come           
confidently and take away what is Mine; for it is My desire that they make use of My 
goods for their salvation and merit.” Oh, that the children of men would understand this 
heavenly language! 
 
Now, since the Most Blessed Sacrament is the inexhaustible fountain of all graces and 
since Jesus Himself invites us so lovingly, let us frequently approach and draw        
therefrom. Yes, let us leave our heart there always and sink it deep into Love’s Fountain, 
that it may become filled and overflow with the waters of Divine grace. 
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
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By this rubric giving thoughts on Fraternal Charity, the Crusaders 
ought to find help in the practice of their motto: Pray—Make      
sacrifices—Receive Holy Communion—Be an Apostle. Indeed, these 
four practices are simply four ways of practising the great virtue of 
Charity, which is the link of perfection. These thoughts can be used, 
as well, as source of meditation for knights and handmaids.  The Fraternity of Kindness 
 W hat a vast increase in the sum-total of human happiness it would mean if each one 

of us were to be always just as kind as he could be. Why, earth would be almost 
Heaven if all unkindness were eliminated from our lives… It was such thoughts 

as these which came to a pious nun during her meditation, and which prompted her to 
found the Fraternity of Kindness. Its rules are these: 
1. Not to think unkindly of others; 
2. Not to speak, unkindly of others or to others; 
3. Not to act unkindly toward others. 
These rules imply, of course, the apposite virtues of always thinking kindly, speaking 
kindly, and being kind to everyone. 
Now, there is a penalty attached to every violation of the rules, a double penalty, which 
consists of: (a) saying a short prayer for the victim of our unkindness; and (b) performing 
some act of kindness toward that person that same day. If the latter is impracticable, a 
second short prayer will suffice. The prayer may be as short as “My Jesus, mercy,” or 
“Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make my heart like unto Thine,” or as long as an “Our 
Father.” 
Simple enough, isn’t it? And how easy. Of course, we shall all want to join. And how 
much happier we should all be for it—we, and all those with whom we come in contact. 
What must one do to join? Simple make up one’s mind that he wishes to be a member, 
and begin immediately to keep the rules. 
Should anyone be sufficiently enthusiastic to want to spread the Fraternity, by trying to 
persuade his fiends to become members—as we shall all want to do—he will by that very 
fact become an “Apostle of kindness.” 
The Patron and model of the Fraternity of Kindness is the Sacred Heart of Jesus, burning 
with love for all mankind. 
The reward for faithful observance of the rules, is: here below to scatter sunshine     
broadcast wherever we go; to be beloved by our associates, and, what is more important, 
by the loving Heart of Our Redeemer, with all that this implies; and, then, one day to hear 
those joyous words: “Come, ye blessed of My Father; possess you the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world… Amen, I say to you, as long as you did it to 
one of these My least brethren, you did it to Me” (Matthew XXV:34-40). 

KINDNESS: THE BLOOM OF CHARITy 
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BIBLE HISTORy 
He that is good, shall draw grace from the Lord. – Proverb XII, 2  D uring the reign of Achaz the people of Juda were visited with a terrible      

calamity. That unhappy king had sacrificed his own children to the idol     
Moloch, one of the chief gods of the Gentiles. He had broken the sacred    

vessels, and closed the gates of the temple. The Lord, therefore delivered him into the 
hands f the king of Syria, who slew in one day a hundred and twenty thousand men of 
Juda, while two hundred thousand women and children were carried into captivity. 

Achaz having died a short time after, his son Ezechias ascended the 
throne. This pious prince immediately cast down the altars which his 
unhappy father had everywhere raised to the pagan gods; he threw open 
again the gates of the temple, and exhorted the Levites to purify it from 
the profanations that had taken place there; saying that it was because of 

the sins of the people, and, above all, because of their idolatry, that so many          
misfortunes had come upon them. 
And God blessed Ezechias, and was with him in all he did; so that, in his days, the 
kingdom of Juda regained all its former prosperity. Nevertheless, it came to pass that, 
after some years, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, came with a mighty army and       
besieged Jerusalem. 
Then Ezechias went to the temple and prayed. He also sent priests clothed in 
sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah, to ask him to intercede with God on behalf 
of him and his people. The prophet sent word to Ezechias not to fear, for 
that God had heard his prayer, and would destroy the Assyrians, and that 
their king, returning to his own country, should perish by the sword. 
That same night the angel of the Lord went to the camp of the Assyrians and killed 
one hundred and eighty-five thousand warriors. Thus Sennacherib was obliged to 
return with disgrace to his own country. There he went to the temple of his god, and 
his own son slew him with the sword. Thus was fulfilled the Prophecy of Isaiah. 
Ezechias some time after, fell sick and lay at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah 
was sent to tell him to put his house in order, for that he must die. 

The king, terrified at the thought of death, turned his face 
towards the temple, and prayed, with tears that God might 
prolong his life. God heard his prayer, and sent the prophet 
again to tell him that fifteen years should be added to his 
life. And so it came to pass; and at the end of the fifteen 
years he died, after a happy and a prosperous reign, the 
reward of his fidelity to God. 

 THE PIOUS KING EZECHIAS (723-694 B. C.) 
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SAINTS AND NATIONS Angels, sing 
   Praised be Jesus Christ our King. 

 Saint Thomas of Canterbury, December 29th 
“When they shall persecute you in this city, flee into another,” says Our 
Lord to his disciples. Thomas à Beckett, a Norman descendant, had   
upset his king and friend –the great-grandson of the Conqueror-by 
standing up for the rights of the Church. The pope had agreed to Henry’s 
proposal of consecrating Thomas Archbishop of Canterbury in 1162. 
Thomas was already the Chancellor, the king’s right-hand man in state 
affairs,  and by having him Archbishop, king Henry thought he would 
have control over the Church’s property too: he could decide who would 
be bishop, or abbot,  and have access to the donations of the faithful. But 
He was wrong both in his thinking and in his man. Thomas  resigned as 
Chancellor before taking Holy Orders. He became a devoted priest, with 
great charity to the poor. 
But Henry obstinately persisted. He pressed ‘his’ bishops to find      
Thomas guilty of infidelity and ordered his arrest. Opening the Gospels 
at random, Thomas read the above quotation and embarked for France 
by night. The pope and the king of France, among others, tried           
unsuccessfully to restore peace.  
Seven years later, fortified by prayer, and supported by Pope Alexander 
III, Thomas returned to his flock. “I am the  good shepherd. The good 
shepherd giveth his life for his sheep,” says Our Lord on another       
occasion. Henry had not repented nor understood. In another angry    
outburst he fuelled the passions of four of his 
knights. On December 29th  1170, they entered 
Canterbury Cathedral to find Thomas praying in 
the church.  Thomas knew his hour was come and 
neither fled nor resisted. One of the knights cut 
Thomas’ head open with his sword; the Church in 
England had gained a martyr. For many years his 
shrine received more visitors and saw more    
miracles than almost any other in Europe.  
Henry repented and restored all the Church’s rights.  
Saint Thomas, pray for us and the Church in England. 
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HOLy SOULS CORNER 
W e as Catholics are accustomed to go to confession from time to time, and 

obliged by canon law, at least once a year, about Easter time. It is             
recommended by the Church that, even if mortal sin is not in question, we 

should go more frequently, say once a month, to ensure the acquisition of regular 
grace of the sacrament. A catholic is well aware of the conditions necessary for    
absolution and satisfaction. Nowadays, the priest for penance will give a few short 
prayers which we imagine has wiped the slate clean, and only a little punishment  
remains of those sins confessed . 
 In the Church of the early centuries, canon law was applied 
in its full rigour. There was no remission or concession. The 
penance in those days consisted of long fasts on breads and 
water, daily recitation of the psalms, long and painful       
pilgrimages, and a considerable number of pious works. A 
thief, depending on the amount stolen, was sentenced to two 
to five years’ penance, a blasphemer to seven years, an   
adulterer to ten and often 12 years of fasting, tears and public 
prostrations on the threshold of the sacred place. On this 
frightful calculation, an entire life spent in the macerations of 
the anchorites would scarcely be enough to atone for the 
most ordinary, habitual sins of the men of our time. How 
long and terrible the Purgatory of most sinners will be. 
 It would be of some consolation if, when we are languishing in Purgatory, we could 
rely on friends left behind on earth remembering us and working to aid and deliver 
us. Alas, painful experience shows that those hot tears of mourning are seldom     
prolonged. Our fickle selfish hearts grow tired of calling out names which do not 
answer, of seeking to recall images which have for ever vanished from our sight. 
Caught up in the activities and attractions of the world, we soon get on with our lives 
and the pains of the dead are often the most forgotten pains. 
 Are we among that majority that seldom ever think of Purgatory or its occupants, no 
matter how close they were to us? Perhaps now deceased are a beloved grandparent, a 
mother or father, or brothers and sisters? How can we be as heartless as to forget so 
easily when the likelihood is that they are suffering more intense pain than we have 
ever experienced or will experience, and for durations that stun the imagination. 
 If we can accuse ourselves that this description painfully fits our case, then now is the 
time to take it to heart and resolve to make reparation for our sad omissions. 
 Jesus when Thou bringest to mind the sad remembrance of my sins, whereby I 
have so ungratefully offended Thee, comfort me with the assurance of obtaining 
Thy grace by the spirit of perfect repentance, purging away my guilt and preparing 
me for Thy Kingdom. (The Jesus Psalter.) 
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Chapter 20. Original Sin 
 God punished Adam and Eye for the sin they committed. "And the Lord God sent 
him out of the paradise of pleasure, to till the earth from which he was 
taken" (Gen. 3:23). All the calamities in the world today, war, disease, poverty, 
etc., are consequences of Adam's sin. We inherited all the weaknesses that were 
part of his punishment. 
What are the chief punishments of Adam which we inherit through original sin? 

 The chief punishments of Adam which we inherit through original sin are: 
death, suffering, ignorance, and a strong inclination to sin.  

1. By original sin we became subject to disease and death. This was part of the punishment God laid on 
Adam. 

 "In what day soever you shall eat of it, you shall die the death" (Gen. 2:17).  
2. Our whole nature became inclined to evil. Our reason is in perpetual conflict with our passions. 
 Even after our souls are cleansed of original sin by baptism, the corruption of our nature and other punishments, 

such as sickness, evil inclinations, etc., remain. "The imagination and thought of man's heart are prone to 
evil" (Gen. 8:21). "The flesh lusts against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh" (Gal. 5:17).  

3. God is not unjust in punishing us on account of the sin of Adam, because original sin does not take 
away from us anything to which we have a strict right as human beings, but only the free gifts which 
God in His goodness would have bestowed on us if Adam had not sinned. 

  All mankind must suffer for the sin of Adam because he was the head and representative of the whole human  
family.  

4. We should have shared in Adam's blessings of soul and body without any merit of our own, if he had 
not sinned. In the same way we share in his guilt. 

 If Adam had not sinned, we would have been born in the state of holiness and grace that had been his. Each man, 
however, would have been free to commit actual sin, and to be cast into hell. However, not being the head of the 
human race, he would not have transmitted his sin to all mankind.  

Was any human person ever preserved from original sin?  
The Blessed Virgin Mary was preserved from original sin in view of the merits of her Divine Son, and this privilege is 

called tier Immaculate Conception.  
"And when the angel had come to her, he said, 'Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women'" (Luke 1:28). 
 
1. From the very first moment of her conception the Blessed Virgin was preserved from 

all stain of original sin. She was conceived and born without original sin. 
 God, having ordained that Mary was to be the Mother of His Son, could not permit her soul to 

lack for a single instant all those graces that would make her most pleasing to Him.  
2. Our Blessed Mother's soul was created as pure and spotless as the soul of Eve. Where Eve committed 

sin and lost her spotlessness, our Mother Mary kept herself pure and spotless to the end of her life. 
 We commemorate the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary on December 8.  
3. St. John the Baptist was cleansed from original sin while he was still in the womb of his mother. He 

was born free from sin, but he was, like us, conceived in sin. 

My CATHOLIC FAITH 
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December 6th: Second Sunday of Advent 
St John the Baptist, the Precursor of Our Lord, teaches us to follow the Master. 
December 8th: The Immaculate Conception Our Lady was preserved from Original sin because she was to become the Mother of 
God and save us with Her son. 
December 13th: Third Sunday of Advent - Gaudete! REJOICE The Church rejoices in the   
middle of Advent, because the 
coming of Our Lord is near and 
He will deliver us from sin. 
December 16th, 18th and 19th: 
Ember days of Winter We are invited to pray and do 
some penance as we enter the 
new season of winter. 
December 20th: Fourth Sunday 
of Advent We are in the last days before 
the Nativity. Let us double our 
efforts to prepare our hearts for 
the King coming to us. 
December 25th: NATIVITY OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CHRISTMAS is the most joyful 
time of the year for children and 
it is celebrated with gifts and 
banquets. Let us remember that 
Jesus comes to us, for us, and 
we must give ourselves to Him. 

LITURgy THIS MONTH 

The Mysteries of the Rosary - 5 

The Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple 

The month of December 
 is dedicated to 
 the Holy Child Jesus 

The Child Jesus is an example for all, 
but especially children, of all Christian virtues 

necessary to go to Heaven. 
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The Crusader prays, receives Communion, makes sacrifices  and shows good example for the intention that is given him  each month by Bishop Bernard Fellay,  successor of Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre  as Superior General of the Society of Saint Pius X 
 
 

PRAYER COMMUNION 

SACRIFICE APOSTOLATE 

Remember that all the good works and prayers  
from your treasure sheets are given each month to Bishop Fellay  

and His Excellency offers them at his Mass  
on the first Saturday of every month. 

SEPTEMBER 2015 RESULTS 
The Intention was for priestly and religious vocations 

 
Treasure 
Sheets 

returned 
Morning 
Offering Masses 

Communions 
Sacrifices 

Decades 
of the 

Rosary 
Visits to 
 Blessed 

Sacrament 
15 mins 

of 
meditation 

Good 
Example Sac. Spirit. 

 4 150 22 22 214 255 668 23 39 202 

Eucharistic Crusade, St Michael’s School 
Harts Lane, Burghclere, Newbury, Berks RG20 9JW, UK 

 © Eucharistic Crusade 2015  -  email: hostiagb@gmail.com 

 December 2015 Intention: 
For Christians persecuted in the world 

 Daily offering   To be recited every morning when you wake up 
 O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary,  

I offer Thee all my prayers, works, joys  
and sufferings of this day,  

for all the intentions of Thy Sacred Heart,  
in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass  

throughout the world, and in reparation for my sins.  
I offer them particularly   

for Christians persecuted in the world 

Please, make an effort next year. I’m sure the new Pages will help! 


